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Unidentified Strip Resembles
8¢ Flag Coil

By Richard J. Nazar
USSS #11033, 65 Windsor Way, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-1858

<Richard.Nazar@USAstamps.com>

Information is needed to help identify a strip with stamp-like images 
that resembles the 8¢ Flag coil stamp (Scott #1338G; Figure 1).  The genu-
ine 8¢ Flag coil stamp was printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
(BEP) and originally issued in 1971.  However, the origin and date that the 
unidentified strip was produced is currently unknown. 

 Dummy Stamps 
   Study Group

Figure 1.  Unidentified strip (top) has stamp-like images that resemble the 8¢ Flag 
coil stamp from 1971.
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The strip has seven stamp-sized images with unprinted areas in the flag 
and White House regions of the design (Figure 2).  The stamp images appear 
crudely printed in black ink, without the detail of the similarly designed line-
engraved multicolor 8¢ Flag coil stamp.  The paper seems slightly yellowed 
from age, and the strip has no perforations and no gum.  The strip measures 
25.5 mm in height.  To the right of the images is a length of unprinted paper, 
which is about 60 mm long.

The strip was acquired from an Ebay auction in May, 2003.  The lot 
was described as “US EFO Strip” and the seller didn’t provide any additional 
information. 

Figure 2.  Full strip with seven stamp-like images.

The following is a summary of comments received from Ken Lawrence 
after he examined the strip:

It certainly looks like a dummy item of some kind, and seems 
to bear evidence of age and non-archival storage.  However, I don’t 
think it’s a Huck press print.  A 6-cent Flag trial would be plausible, 
because that was the stamp that the press was built for.  An 8-cent 
direct intaglio print also would be plausible.  But an 8-cent indirect 
intaglio is difficult to conceive, yet this image is not relief.

To me the image appears best to resemble a gravure print, not 
offset, letterpress, or intaglio.  If so, it might be a test of the Andreotti 
press, perhaps to see if it would be suitable for coil production.

When the Huck press was an obvious failure, the Andreotti was 
on order to print aerograms.  USPOD ordered the Bureau to print 
stamps on it also.  When the Andreotti arrived late, the issues that 
had been assigned to it—Anti-Pollution block and 1970 Christmas 
issues—were printed on Guilford’s Andreotti.

Those were 6-cent issues, but the first stamp printed on the BEP’s 
Andreotti was the 8-cent Missouri Statehood Sesquicentennial stamp, 
so that would be a good fit. Obviously that’s only a guess.

 Wayne Youngblood, who had not previously seen a strip similar to this 
one, offered the following opinion about the strip:  “The length of the strip, 
as well as the white ‘tail’ would suggest the item was created for display with 
a commercial stamp dispenser, much like the Flag over Porch dummies that 
were in the Looney Tunes dispensers sold at Wal-Mart several years ago.”

If you have information about the unidentified strip, please contact the 
author at Richard.Nazar@USAstamps.com.

The Dummy Stamps Study Group (DSSG) of the United States Stamp 
Society specializes in test and dummy stamps.  Collectors interested in test 
and dummy stamps should contact Terry Scott, Chairman of the DSSG, for 
membership information and to report new findings.  Terry’s e-mail address 
is trs@napanet.net.




