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Preface 

Preface 

Welcome to the new Plate Number Coil Catalog! I hope you share my excitement in the 
release of the eighth edition of this tremendous PNC information resource. It h.as taken almost 
three years to make the great transformation to the new format, but I hope you'll agree that it 
was worth the wait. The catalog has changed in many ways, but the valuable information that 
you've always relied on in the past is still there-with so much more. After relying on the 
outdated 1991 edition of the catalog for almost three years myself, I now realize the awesome 
importance of the information that this catalog supplies to collectors-it's irreplaceable! 

I would like to thank you for your patience and support throughout the tedious process of 
creating the new catalog. I must send a special thank you to my wife, Ursula, our daughter, 
Alyssa-and, of course, to Steve Esrati for making all this possible. 

I would also like to acknowledge the members of the Plate Number Coil Study Group for 
their determination and unending desire and interest in finding the answers to the questions 
that would otherwise go unanswered. A special acknowledgment goes out to the philatelic 
publications that supplied countless bits of information used throughout this catalog. I would 
like to specifically recognize Coil Line, Linn's Plate Number Coil Handbook (by Ken 
Lawrence), Linn's Stamp News, Linn's U.S. Stamp Yearbooks 1983-93 (by Fred Boughner and 
George Amick), The Plate Number, The United States Specialist, and The Transportation 
Coils and other Plate Number Coil Issues (by Joseph Agris, M.D.). 

Now that the great effort of transforming the format of the catalog is behind us, we can 
return to our regularly-scheduled, annual update of the catalog. Believe it or not, the catalog's 
transformation hasn't halted. We already have great plans for the ninth edition, which will 
include a comprehensive section on self-adhesive coils. Remember, the catalog is for you, and 
we want to make it even better for you to use. So, if you have any suggestions for next year's 
edition, please send them in. 

Before you immerse yourself in the details and numbers of the main body of the catalog, 
I urge you to read the Introduction. It's packed with information that will help you better 
understand and use the new catalog. I emphasize use because that is what the catalog was 
made for. Take it to shows and bourses. Use it as an inventory record. Read it on your lunch 
break. But most importantly, enjoy it-and enjoy being part of one of the most exciting 
specialties in the world of philately-PNCs/ 
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The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
The Plate Number Coil Study Group (PNCSG) is 

an association of some of the most active re
searchers, writers, finders, collectors, and 
prominent dealers of plate number coil (PNC) ma
terial. Its current members collectively strive for 
the discovery of information that expands the 
overall understanding of the production and dis
tribution of PNCs. Over the years, the PNCSG's 
efforts have produced numerous discoveries
heightening the general enthusiasm for PNCs and 
inciting new specialty collecting interests. 

One of the most important products of the 
PNCSG's collective efforts is the Plate Number Coil 
Catalog. This publication is a unique encyclopedia 
of all of the production data and varieties that are 
known about most coil stamps issued in the United 
States since 1981. In addition to it being the only 
one-yolume reference publication for all PNCs, the 
Plate Number Coil Catalog is also one of the most 
comprehensive PNC pricing guides available. Each 
of the members contributes the products of his di
verse skills and interests to ensure the Plate 
Number Coil Catalog is the most valuable resource 
to anyone interested in PNCs. 

Richard Nazar is currently the coordinator ofthe 
PNCSG and editor of Plate Number Coil Catalog. 
He was named to these positions by Stephen Esrati 
in 1991. 

The Plate Number Coil Study Group started in 
1982, when three members of the Germany 
Philatelic Society's Building Series Study Group 
received the first round-robin newsletter about U.S. 
plate number coils from Stephen Esrati. It began: 
"Hey you Building Inspectors, now there are some 
U.S. stamps for you to go after ... " 

In the beginning Myron Hill, Jr., Calvin Whitsel, 
and Phil Rose exchanged information about the 
numbers they found through the round robin. Esrati 
soon enrolled Dennis Chamberlain, the first PNC 
dealer, and George Godin, publisher of Durland 
Standard Plate Number Catalog for U.S. plate 
numbers, and then there were six. 

VI 

As readers of Esrati's articles on PNCs in Linn's 
Stamp News began to write in, and as students of the 
stamps turned up, they were added to the study 
group. The PNCSG grew to about 20 members. 
Over the decade since the group's formation, some 
of the people associated with the study group have 
resigned their involvement, making room for new 
members. Past members include Dr. Paul Abaijian, 
George Kuhn, Michael Laurence, Ken Lawrence, 
and Thorn. Wheeler. 

The round robin in 1984 included a listing of 
average prices asked by PNC dealers. Hill 
suggested that this be published as a PNC catalog, 
and the first catalog appeared in 1985. The round 
robin was discontinued in 1986 with the launching 
of The Plate Number. 

Among the projects worked on by the study 
group have been the compilation of a printing 
history of the 2¢ Locomotive (Cottrell) and 20¢ 
Fire Pumper, research into paper types, the 
relationship of tagging mats to printing plates 
(which produced tagging breaks), and the 
relationship of precancel mats to printing plates 
(which produced precancel gaps). The study group 
has also done much to clarify the philatelic 
approach to U.S. tagging. Ongoing research by the 
study group appears regularly in The Plate 
Number. 

The current members of the PNCSG are as 
follows: Richard Nazar (Coordinator-NJ), Gerald 
Blakenship (TX), AI Cibulskas (CT), Gerry Clark 
(UT), Kim Cuniberti (CT), Ed Denson (CA), 
Eugene Ernst (TX), Stephen Esrati (OH), Glenn 
Estus (NY), John Greenwood (CA), Larry Haynes 
(TX), Myron Hill, Jr. (DC), Joann Lenz (MI), Tom 
Maeder (CA), Alan Malakoff (NJ), Robert 
Rabinowitz (CT), Phil Rose (NY), Herm Wolfgang 
Schon (Germany), D. John Shultz (KS), Alan 
Thomson (NH), Rob Washburn (ME), and Wayne 
Youngblood (OH). 



Introduction 

Introduction 

Organization of the 
Plate Number Coil Catalog 

~ The 1995 edition of the Plate Number Coil Catalog is 
comprised of the following sections: Introduction, Flag Coil 

Stamps, Transportation Series Stamps, Miscellaneous Coil 

Stamps, Contingency Coil Stamps, Official Coil Stamps, and 

Checklists and Tables. 

The Introduction includes basic information about the 

structure and general use of the catalog information. Also 
contained in this section are helpful definitions and explana

tions of stamp related information, such as printing presses, 
tagging, and papers. 

The Flag Coil Stamps section focuses on the coil stamps 

that have been issued since 1981 that feature the United States 

flag. It includes a complete description of the design and 

production data for each of the Flag coils-from the 18¢ Flag 

" ... from sea to shining sea" coil through the 29¢ Flag over 

the White House issue. 

The Transportation Series Stamps section includes the 

most comprehensive listing of known facts about the Trans

portation Series-the largest postage stamp coil series ever 

issued in the United States. 

The Miscellaneous Coil Stamps section includes in

formation about coil stamps that have been issued with plate 

numbers, but do not belong to a specific, announce series. 

The Contingency Coil Stamps section features the non

denominated coil stamps that were issued to meet postal needs 

during first-class letter rate changes. 

The Official Coil Stamps section describes all of the coil 

stamps that have been issued for official (U.S. government) 

use. 

The Checklists and Tables section provides tables for 

quick reference to the known plate numbers for each issue. 

Individual tables relate to each of the sections of the catalog. 

An additional table is provided for self-adhesive coils that 

include plate numbers. These tables can be used as checklist 

to keep a convienent inventory of your plate number coils 
(PNC) collection. 

How the information is presented 

The following illustration is a reduced representation of a 
typical page from the main body of the catalog. It shows how 

the information for each stamp is presented. The numerals 

and arrows highlight the individual pieces of information that 

compose the page, and collectively describe the details of a 
stamp. An explanation of each numbered item follows. 
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0 A bold title box clearly identifies the beginning of the 
section for the stamp. 

@ The names of the people involved with the pre-printing 

production of the stamp (for example, the designer and 

engravers) are listed for easy reference. 

@) The stamp is shown at 150 percent of actual size. 

0 General production and release data is included for the 
stamp. 

0 High-resolution images show related stamps, scarce 
FDCs, commercial covers, coil wrapper labels, and 

enlargements of constant plate varieties. 

<D Descriptive text outlines the design, postal use, and 
philatelic significance of the stamp. 

8 Informative notes explain important varieties, warn you 
about known forgeries, and identify sources for 

additional information. 
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0 The catalog number box includes the unique Plate 

Number Coil Catalog number for each PNC. Symbols 

show if a PNC is known with a purple machine cancel, 

and if it exists on a first-day program, souvenir page, or 

first-day cover. 

Q) Specific production data is listed for the each plate, 

sleeve, or cylinder made to print the stamp. This 

section also includes the date of the earliest known use 

(EKU) for the specific PNC, and it shows an estimated 

value of a cover showing proper postal use of the PNC. 

(fi) Pricing is provided for a used single, mint single, plate 

strip of three (PS3), plate strip of five (PS5), and errors 

and varieties. 

Understanding the individual PNC listing 

Each plate (sleeve, or cylinder) made to produce a PNC is 

individually listed. A typical listing is shown at the top of the 

next column. The listing includes information specific to the 

plate such as the dates it was assigned, certified, and canceled. 

All kQown dates the plate was sent to press are listed. Pro

duction data such as total impressions, maximum PNC 

calculations, and known roll sizes are also provided. 

The box at the top of each listing includes the unique Plate 

Number Coil Catalog number assigned to each PNC. (Plate 

Number Coil Catalog numbers are described in detail later in 

the Introduction.) The following symbols may appear in the 

catalog number box of a specific PNC: 

The presence of a particular symbol in the catalog number 

box indicates the following: 

®~ -At least one example of the PNC is 

known with a purple machine cancel. 

viii 

[1J -At least one example of the PNC is 

known on an. official first-day-of-issue 

ceremony program. 

-At least one example of the PNC is 
known on a USPS souvenir page. 

I Foe I -At least one example of the PNC is 

known on cover with a 

first-day-of-issue cancellation. 

F18-1 ®~ [1] ~!Foci 

Plate 1 39649-1 

Rolls of 100 and 500 

Assigned ............................. Apr. 1981 

Certified .......................... Apr. 3, 1981 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ......................... Oct. 5, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 854,500 

Maximum PNCs .............. 15,381,000* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 29, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 936 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.50 $ 95.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 100.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

A box appears to the right of the estimated prices for the 

different PNC items. You can use this box as a simple 

checkbox to indicte items in your collection, or you can use it 

as a place to record the price you paid for a particular item, or 

the condition (AVG, F-VF, VF, SUP) of that item. Another 

use may be to record the quantity of a particular item in you 

collection. You can also mark this box with different color 

highlighters to indicate items that you are searching for, or 

items of which you have duplicates to offer in trades. 

The new PNC Catalog Number System 

Beginning with the 1995 edition, the Plate Number Coil 

Catalog has instituted a new numbering system to identify the 

individual coil issues and their corresponding plate numbers. 

The new system was developed in an attempt to create more 

meaningful catalog numbers, and also to accommodate more 

easily design-different stamps that have been issued within 

the same series with the same denomination (for example, the 

5¢ Transportation Coils). 



The new catalog numbers are based on the original catalog 

numbers developed by Stephen G. Esrati, which included the 

stamp's denomination, a series identifier, and the plate num

ber. This essential information is still included in the new 

catalog numbers, although in a different order. 

The new number system moved the single alphabetic char

acter, which identifies the series or set to which the stamp 

belongs, to the first position in the catalog number. This more 

naturally follows the manner in which we catagorize 

stamps-first by series, and then by denomination. For ex

ample, the old system assigned l8F as the nonplate-specific 

catalog number for the 18¢ Flag " ... from sea to shining sea" 

coil stamp. The new system changes this catalog number to 

Fl8. 

The series or sets described in this catalog are listed below 

with the corresponding letters that appear as the first character 

in the catalog number of each stamp from the respective series 

or set. 

Flag Coil Stamps-F 

Transportation Series Stamps-T 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps-M 

Contingency Coil Stamps-C 

Official Coil Stamps-0 

The series (or set) identifier is followed by the stamp's de

nomination. The following guidelines were used in noting a 

stamp's denomination in the catalog number: 

• Denominations of whole cents less than 10¢ are 

represented by a single digit (I through 9, inclusive) 

even if a leading 0 (zero) appears in the stamp's printed 

denomination. 

• Denominations of whole cents that are I 0¢ or greater, 

but less than $1.00 are represented by a two-digit 

number (10 through 99, inclusive). 

• Fractional denominations--denominations which are 

less than $1.00, and include fractions (tenths) of a 

cent-are represented by the whole-cent number 

followed by a decimal point and then the single digit 

noting the tenths of a cent (for example, 10.9). 

• Denominations of whole-dollar amounts are represented 

by the dollar sign($) followed by the whole number (for 

example, $1.00 will be represented by $1 ). 

Introduction 

In instances when a denomination exists on more than one 

design within the same series or set, one to three alphabetic 

characters will be added to the right of the denomination. 

These characters will relate to the subject of the stamp, and 

preferably be the initial letters of the words appearing on the 

stamp. The additional letters will provide distinctive catalog 

numbers and also act as a mnemonic device aiding in the rec

ollection of which number represents which stamp. To 

illustrate this technique, let's look at the 5c stamps from the 

Transportation Series. The new numbers are as follows: 

For the 5c Motorcycle-T5M (old number 5T) 

For the 5c Milk Wagon-T5MW (old number 5TX) 

For the 5c Circus Wagon-T5CW (old number STY) 

For the 5c Canoe-T5C (old number 5TZ) 

The alphabetic characters directly relate to the stamp design 

instead of the nondescriptive X, Y, and Z that were used in the 

old numbering system. The new characters also allow greater 

flexibility and are more intuitively remembered. 

In the special cases where the BEP moved the production of 

six Transportation Series coils from the aging Cottrell presses 

to the newer B and C presses, a capitalized B or C enclosed in 

parentheses will follow the denomination or the mnemonic 

identifier, if applicable. In each case, the B-press version of 

the stamp had a distinctly different printed image from a stamp 

that was previously issued with a similar design bearing the 

same denomination and was produced using the same printing 

process (such as intaglio). The "(B)" notation replaces the "R" 

suffix that was used in the old PNC Catalog numbering sys

tem. 

The third major component of each new PNC Catalog 

number is the plate (sleeve, or cylinder combination) number. 

A hyphen separates the plate number from the series code, the 

denomination, and if required, the mnemonic identifier. The 

plate number is shown as it appears on the stamp, including all 

plate number prefixes such as A or S, which indicate that the 

stamp was produced outside of the BEP. For example, the 

BEP's intaglio-printed version of the 29¢ Flag over Mount 

Rushmore stamp from sleeve I is listed as F29MR-J, and 

ABNC's gravure-printed version from the first cylinder com

bination is listed as F29MR -Alllll. 

The following suffixes are added to the right side of the 

plate number component of some PNC Catalog numbers to 

indicate major varieties: 

P-A capitalized P is added to the the plate number to in

dicate that the catalog number is for the precanceled 

(overprinted or service-inscribed) version of a stamp that also 
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exists in a non-precanceled (tagged) version. For consistency, 

precanceled stamps that are not available in tagged, non

precanceled form still use the P suffix. 

a, b, c-These lower-case leters are used in addition to a P 

suffix to note the three distinctive styles of the "PRESORTED 

FIRST-CLASS" precanceling mats that were used on the BEP's 

Cottrell press 803. Some of the 17¢ Electric Auto coils show 

se-tenant examples of two of the precancel styles at the pre

cancel gap. When the se-tenant varieties appear in a strip 

showing the precancel gap, the catalog number indicates the 

style as ab or ba to note the order of appearance from left to 

right. 

bk-When this suffix appears to the right of a P (for pre
canceled), it indicates that the precancel was printed in black 

ink. To date, this suffix is only required to differentiate be

tween the black and red overprinted precancels from plate 2 

of the IO.lc Oil Wagon of the Transportation Series. The 

black precancel from plate 2 of the I 0.1¢ Oil Wagon is listed 

as Tl0.1-2Pbk. This suffix is not required on precancels that 

were only printed with black ink. 

blk-This suffix indicates that the stamp has phos

phorescent tagging that was applied over the printed image in 
the shape of a rectangle (or block). Tagged stamps that were 

only issued with block tagging do not require this suffix. 

ep-This suffix indicates that the stamp has embedded 

phosphor tagging. 

ot-This suffix indicates that the stamp has phosphorescent 

tagging that was applied after the stamp's image was printed, 

and which was intended to cover completely the entire surface 

area of most of the stamps in a production run. Because of 

voids in the application roller or improper alignment of the 

application roller, some overall tagged stamps display un

tagged areas. Some stamps that were intended to have overall 

tagging exist without any trace of phosphorescent taggant. 

These completely untagged stamps are considered production 

errors, which are major varieties of the normal tagged stamp. 

Tagged stamps that were only issued with overall tagging do 

not require this suffix. 

perf-This suffix indicates that a stamp has normal, 

round-hole perforations. Stamps that were only produced 

with round-hole perforations do not require this suffix. 

phos-This suffix indicates that the stamp was printed on 
paper that had phosphorescent tagging on the surface of the 

paper prior to the printing of the stamp image. Unlike overall 
tagging, which is applied after the stamp's image is printed, 
this type of phosphorescent tagging is applied during the 

production of the paper. This type of paper is referred to as 

"pre-phosphored," "phosphored," or "phosphor-coated." The 
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phosphorescent tagging is present across the entire surface of 

the paper with no untagged areas. Tagged stamps that were 

only produced on prephosphored paper do not require this 

suffix. (See also "ep" and "sp.") 

red-This suffix is used in conjunction with a P (for pre

canceled) to indicate that the precancel was printed in red ink. 

To date, this suffix is only required to differentiate between 

the black and red overprinted precancels from the 10.1 ¢ Oil 

Wagon of the Transportation Series. The red precancels from 

plate 2 and 3 of the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon are listed as T10.1-2Pred 

and Tl0.1-3Pred, respectively. This suffix is not required on 

precancels that were only printed with red ink. 

slit-This suffix indicates that a stamp has slit or (roulette) 
perforations. Stamps that are only produced with slit per

forations do not require this suffix. Currently, this suffix only 

applies to the rouletted version of the 29¢ Flower coil. 

sp-This suffix indicates that the stamp has surface phos

phor tagging. 

unt-This suffix indicates that the nonprecanceled stamp 

was intentionally produced without phosphorescent tagging. 

It should only be used on nonprecanceled stamps that also 

exist in a tagged form. This suffix should not be used to note 

untagged errors. Nonprecanceled stamps that were only pro

duced without phosphorescent tagging do not require this 

suffix. 

zip-To date, this suffix is only required to differentiate 

between the "Nonprofit 5-Digit ZIP+4" service inscription 

from the original "Nonprofit Org." service inscription of the 

precanceled 7.1¢ Tractor stamp from the Transportation Se
ries. It is used in conjunction with a P (for precanceled) to 

indicate the changed precancel (printed service inscription). 

The precanceled 7 .I¢ Tractor stamp from plate 1 with the 

"Nonprofit 5-Digit ZIP+4" service inscription is listed as 

T7. 1-1 Pzip. Precanceled stamps with the original "Nonprofit 

Org." service inscription from plate I are listed as T7./-/ P. 

In addition to the suffixes listed above, specialist can ·add a 

notation to the right side of the PNC Catalog number in

dicating the location of a particular precancel gap or vertical 
tagging break on a plate strip. The notation should follow the 

distinct conventions developed for noting the locations of 

precancel gaps and tagging breaks and be enclosed within 

brackets ([ ]). This type of notation (for example, [ 1L]) is 
used throughout this catalog to identify precancel gap and 
verticle tagging break locations. (For more information about 

the conventions, see Precancel Gaps and Tagging Breaks later 

in this section.) 



Stamp production data 

Printing data are taken from the plate-activity reports of the 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) and several private 

printers. Some editing has been done in presenting these data. 

All exceptions from the reports are stated. 

For "Date Assigned" an attempt has been made to use the 

earliest reported date. For "Date to Press," the earliest date 

reported is used. Later press dates are also listed. Where 

contradictory reports or provided dates that were impossible, 

editorial decisions were made. In some instances, "Certified" 

dates have been used where an "Assigned" date was not 

known. This signifies the date on which the plate was certified 

for printing. 

Because of a thorough review of BEP data and continuing 

research by the Plate Number Coil Study Group, some dates 

have been changed from earlier editions of this catalog. This 

edition includes for the first time "to press" dates for all 17¢ 

Electric Auto stamps. 

Where a precanceled stamp was sent to press before the 

unprecanceled version of the same stamp, the date to press has 

been taken to be the date to press of the precancel. Each such 

instance is noted. 

"Impressions" is the number of "sheets" BEP says it printed 

with one complete revolution of either the printing sleeve or 

the printing plate. This figure has had to be adjusted because 

BEP often reports totals for half a revolution of the press, a 

figure that would not reflect the number of stamps with plate 

numbers. This catalog notes all such adjustments. 

"Maximum PNCs" is the theoretical highest number of 

stamps that could have been printed with one plate number. 

The figure is known to be far larger than the actual number of 

PNCs that exist. No breakdown can be made for precanceled 

or unprecanceled stamps because separate totals are reported 

only when totally different plates are used (as on the 5.5¢ Star 

Route Truck). 

BEP's reports for printing quantities include press runs 

used to adjust machinery and printers' waste. "Maximum 

PNCs," therefore, is not the actual number of stamps avail

able. The reports from private printers are believed to be net 

printing quantities. 

Plate pairings for stamps produced on the BEP's Cottrell 

presses are based on BEP reports and study group findings. 

Introduction 

Pricing 

All prices are estimates. Some uncertain prices, indicated 

by italics, are based on limited data. Some stamps could not 

be assigned a price estimate because pricing data were un

available. These are noted with "N. A." (not available.) Price 

estimates are based on an average of dealers' price lists and 

advertisements through September 1991, and were reviewed 

by a panel of the Plate Number Coil Study Group, but all price 

estimates are the opinion of the editor. 

Tagged (non-precanceled) stamps are priced as used plate

numbered singles (PS 1s), mint plate-numbered singles 

(PS 1s), plate strips of three (PS3s), and plate strips of five 

(PS5s). In strips of three or five, the numbered stamp is at the 

center. 

Prices for mint pairs showing a plate number are not in

cluded in this catalog. However, mint pairs with the number 

on the left stamp have an estimated value slightly above the 

mint plate-numbered single price. 

Used plate-numbered single prices are for sound stamps 

with fine to very fine (F-VF) centering and the plate number 

clear of the edge, with a clean, clear cancel that does not 

obliterate the plate number. 

Some collectors place a premium on stamps with purple 

machine cancels. Such cancels were officially used through 

1981 when use was halted because the ink CQuld be washed 

off. Some stayed in use as late as 1984. All stamps known 

with these cancels are indicated by a purple machine cancel 

symbol in the catalog number box of the particular PNC. The 

premium for purple machine cancels may be quite steep for 

stamps that saw little use during the experimental period. 

On postally used precancels, machine-affixed stamps typ

ically have short perforations on one side and are less 

desirable than hand-affixed stamps with full perforations. 

Many collectors do collect machine-affixed precancels. These 

should have no added postmarks (but it is not yet known if 

ink-jet spray markings, which were introduced in 1990, add 

or detract from used precancel prices). Used precancel prices 

in this catalog are for commercially used, machine-affixed 

stamps. 

Mint (non-precanceled and precanceled) prices are for ex
amples with very fine (VF) centering. These prices may 

appear higher than some advertised prices, which are for lower 

grades, such as fine to very fine (F-VF) condition. 

When the stamps have joint lines, VF strips have more than 

half the joint line inside the perforation and are fairly well 

centered up and down. The plate number must be clear of the 
bottom edge. 
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Prices for imperforates are for plate number strips of six 

(PS6) with the plate number on the third stamp from the left, 

unless specifically stated otherwise. Because the data on im

perforates are particularly sparse, some strips have been 

marked "N. A." (not available). 

Prices for varieties are for strips of five. If the variety can 

be seen on a strip of five in which the center stamp has the 

plate number, such a strip is meant; where the variety does not 

occur in a numbered strip, the price is for a strip of five with 

the variety on the center stamp. Some collectors save longer 

strips to show both the plate number and the variety. 

No prices are estimated for FDCs. (Collectors needing 

prices should consult Denson's Specialized Catalog of Plate 

Number Coil First Day Covers.) Several FDCs are under a 

cloud as to their authenticity. This catalog cites the published 

reports that are the basis for statements in this catalog. Some 

FDCs were created using plate numbers that did not exist until 

the grace period for submitting them had expired. Some even 

exist with plate numbers that had not been printed until long 

after the grace period. Such covers are noted in this catalog 

with a warning. 

Paper and gum types 

Paper is classified according to its specifications to paper 

deliverers. Its specifications relate to: 

• Width of the web 

• Coated or uncoated 

• Shiny or dull gum, and ordinary and mint-flavored gum 

• Prephosphored or unphosphored 
• The printing method to be used (for example, intaglio, 

gravure, offset, or a combination) 

To date, the Plate Number Coil Study Group has been un

able to determine differences in shiny-gum paper (used for 

Flag coils and some coils other than the Transportation Se

ries). But it has been able to find marked differences in dull

gum intaglio paper. This catalog lists all such papers. 

Each dull-gum intaglio paper was supplied to BEP by a 
different firm. Each firm's paper is distinctive from the other 

in two ways: fluorescent quality under long-wave ultraviolet 

light (a band from 3,000 Angstrom to 4,000A) and gum tex

ture. Paper types are indicated in this catalog. Some PNCs 

exist on more than one type of paper and some issues are 
considered scarce on particular paper types. When a given 
stamp is known on more than one paper, it can indicate that 

the stamp was printed more than once, although paper can be 

changed while the presses are running. 

xu 

The late Number Coil Study Group has classified the paper 

in the following types: 

Paper Type/ 

Paper Type I was supplied by a paper merchant, Paper Corp. 

of the United States (PCUS). It bought uncoated and un

gummed paper stock from a mill and had the dull gum applied 

by a converter, Nashua Corp. in Merrimack, N.H. It is pos

sible that more than one paper manufacturer supplied PCUS 

with ungummed stock since 1981, but to date only Miami 

Paper Corp. (now Cross Pointe Paper Corp.) of West Carroll

ton, Ohio, has been confirmed as a supplying mill. 

Paper Type I has the following characteristics: 

• When exposed to long-wave UV light, Paper Type I 

show some presence of chemical brighteners. Varying 

degrees of brighteners have been noted, ranging from a 

dull purple to bright purple-white. Some brightener is 

always present, even if only as small high-bright fibers. 

(Note: Traditional collectors would divide Type I into 

low- and high-bright papers.) 

• The gum is dull and typically has diagonal gum ridges 

that run at about a 45° angle. 

• Paper Type Ia, a smooth-textured trial gum, was used by 

Nashua Corp. for a limited time. It has been found on 

some examples of the 20¢ Consumer Education issue 

from Plates I and 2 and the 18¢ Surrey from Plates 9, 10, 

13, and 14 (see The Plate Number, September 1989). 

Paper Type 1-A 20° 
angle criss-cross pattern 
is visible when this paper 
is backlit. Some Paper 
Type I examples do not 
show this criss-cross 
pattern. 

Gum texture on 
Paper Type I 

Gum texture on 
Paper Type Ia 



Paper Type II and /Ia 

Paper Type II was manufactured, gummed, and supplied to 

BEP by an integrated mill, Eastern Fine Paper Corp. of 

Brewer, Maine. Paper type II has the following character

istics: 

• Type II paper exhibits no brighteners under long-wave 

UV. It appears as a "dead," homogeneous, dull yellow

brown, showing no trace of chemical brighteners. 

• Gum is dull, but its texture is very different from the 

typical Type I gum texture. Type II paper's gum texture 

is typically smooth in appearance, sometimes only 

showing faint horizontal striations. 

• On some stamps, these striations are very heavy and 

appear as distinct and uniform, evenly spaced horizontal 

ridges. A Type Ila designation has been assigned to this 

gum texture to denote that it has all the normal qualities 

of Type II paper, but the gum texture is distinctly dif

ferent from the more lightly striated typical Type II gum. 

Type IIa has been found on early uses of Type II paper. 

• Type II papers have a rough texture on the face of the 

stamp. 

• In addition, Type II paper is acidic. A chemical test for 

this can be performed. (See Kim Cuniberti, "Paper 

types," The Plate Number, July 1990.) 

• Backlighting has proven to be the most reliable way to 

identify Type II paper because it has a 45° criss-cross in 

the texture, which may be seen by viewing the stamp 

from the face against a bright light. On Type I paper, the 

criss-cross runs at a 20° angle. (For paper textures, see 

Dr. David L. Dauplaise, quoted by Kim Cuniberti, in 

Paper types, The Plate Number, July 1990.) 

Paper Type //-On the 

acidic Type II paper, the 

texture runs at a 45° angle. 

This is the most reliable test 

for Type II paper, although 
a chemical test exists. 

Gum texture on 
Paper Type II 

Paper Type Ill 

Introduction 

Gum texture on 
Paper Type /Ia 

Paper Type III paper was supplied to BEP by a converter, 

L&CP Corp. of Troy, Ohio. The company is now known as 

Ivex Corp. L&CP bought its uncoated, ungummed paper 

stock from an outside mill (P. H. Glatfelter Co. of Spring 

Grove, Pa.) and then applied the dull gum at the L&CP plant. 

• Paper Type III is an alkali based paper. 

• Although some examples appear virtually "dead" in 

long-wave ultraviolet light, almost like Type II paper, a 

side-by-side examination will show that the Type III is 

actually a darker, deep purple-brown color, quite distinct 

from Type II paper. 

• If backlit, Type III paper shows no diagonal paper tex

ture. The paper is smooth and uniform. 

• Type III paper's gum texture typically appears either 

stippled (left illustration) or as a generally horizontal 

pattern of intersecting waviness (right illustration). 

Stippled gum texture 
on Paper Type Ill 

Wavy gum texture on 
Paper Type Ill 

• The surface texture of Type III paper is much smoother 

than the other paper types. 
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Paper Type lila 

Frank Parsons Paper Co. of Landover, Md., held a brief 

contract for LP-40 paper from July 1985 to November 1985. 

LP-40 paper is dull-gum, 181h-inch intaglio paper without 

phosphoring. The paper was produced by Glatfelter and 

gummed by Paper Manufacturers Co. (PM C) of Philadelphia. 

Type Ilia paper can be differentiated only by its gum, which 

is uniformly smooth and yellowish next to Paper Type II gum. 

This paper pre-dates the manufacturing of Paper Type III. 

Paper Type 11/b 

This paper was produced by Glatfelter to meet the changes 

in the March 1989 LP-40 paper specifications, which required 

increased opacity and better adhesion. The gum, although 

quite smooth, has a subtle, horizontally oriented pattern. The 

pattern, which is seen more easily on a strip of three or more 

stamps, consists of long slightly bending paptterns that fade in 
and out, and appear to merge randomly as they travel across 

several stamps. These patterns are areas of slightly thicker or 

thinner gum. 

Paper Type //In 

The lvex Corp. contract for LP-40 paper expired in 1990 

and was won by Paper Corp of the United States (PCUS), the 

firm that supplied Type I paper. PCUS buys the paper from 

Nashua Corp. and applies the gum itself. The gum, as on Type 

I paper, has diagonal gum ridges that run at a 45° angle. The 

"n" in the designation of the paper type is for Nashua Corp. 

Paper Type IV 

Type IV paper is a phosphored version ofLP-40. This paper 

is 181/2 inches wide and has dull gum. It was first seen on the 

23¢ Lunch Wagon. This intaglio paper is made by Glatfelter 

and finished by I vex Corp. It was the first phosphored paper 

used on the Transportation Series and also the first phos
phored paper with dull gum. Its BEP designation is LP-713. 

XIV 

Precancels 

Whenever this catalog refers to precancels it means stamps 
printed at BEP (bureau precancels). It does not mean local 

precancels, which exist on tagged stamps with the name of a 

town and state included. 

CAUTION! Collectors should examine costly precancels 

in short-wave UV because some precancel forgeries have 

been reported in which the black horizontal lines have been 

applied by felt-tip pen to tagged stamps. "Creating" pre

cancels by felt-tip pen becomes more likely whenever the 
price of the precancel exceeds that of the non-precanceled 

stamp. One stamp in which this was attempted was the 20¢ 

Flag. All forged precancels reported until now have been on 

tagged stamps. The catalog notes when these forgeries have 

been found. 

Precancel prices are for unused, never-hinged strips with 

full original gum. PNC collectors term these mint pre

cancels. 
Precanceling on the Cottrell presses was normally done by 

the use of four mats, each 12 stamps wide and 9 rows deep, 

were used. There are gaps both horizontally and vertically in 

this configuration over the Cottrell plate of 432 stamps. The 

gaps in the vertical configuration cannot be seen because of 

the slitting of the coil rolls. 
The se-tenant occurrence of different typefaces in pre

cancels occurred when two adjacent horizontal precancel 

mats had different typefaces (see Kim Cuniberti, "Tagging 

breaks traced to BEP fire that destroyed two Cottrell presses," 

The Plate Number, January 1991; and PNC Study Group, 

"Much of what we never understood now seems to fall neatly 

into place," and Kim Cuniberti, "Understanding A-B pre

cancels," The Plate Number, March 1991). 

Precanceling on the B press usually has the gaps 26 stamps 
apart, although two stamps (20¢ Flag and 11¢ Caboose) were 

precanceled by a gap-less cylinder. 

Precancel typefaces on the 17¢ Electric Auto 

Letter types (originally designated by Dennis D. Cham-
berlain) refer to the typeface used. 

Style A: The word "PRESORTED" is 11 mm long 

Style B: "PRESORTED" is 12.5mm long 
Style C: "PRESORTED" is 13.5mm long 

Se-tenant Style BA has the B stamp left of the gap nearest. 

the plate number and the A stamp on its right. 
Se-tenant Style AB has the A stamp left of the gap nearest 

the plate number and the B stamp on its right. 



Precancel gaps 

Gaps in the black horizontal lines exist on all precanceled 

stamps printed on Cottrell presses. On those presses, gaps 

were always 12 stamps apart. These Cottrell precancels were 

printed from hard rubber mats. 
On the B Press, gaps exist on all strips showing black hor

izontal lines except the 20¢ Flag and the I I¢ Caboose, which 

exhibit no gaps. Other B Press gaps are 26 stamps apart. 

Four gap positions can be found within the strip of five, as 

can a strip showing no gap at all inside those confines. 

Gap positions are named for the perforation row on which 

they fall, counting from the joint line at the right of the num
bered stamp. Where a stamp has no joint line, an imaginary 

line at that position is used as a reference point. The generally 

accepted format for collecting longer gap strips (longer than 

a strip of five) is to retain at least two stamps beyond the 

gap. 

Please report any gap positions not listed in this catalog to 

the editor. 

Presses used by the BEP to print PNCs 

BEP has used various presses to print coil stamps bearing 

plate numbers. The particular press used determines the 

number of stamps between plate numbers, how many plate 

numbers appear on one stamp, whether differing plate num

bers alternate in the roll, whether there is a joint line, and the 

number of PNCs printed in one revolution of the printing 

surface. 

Intaglio presses 

Line engraved intaglio is a recess printing process using 

plates or sleeves made from an engraved die. The stamps are 

printed directly from the plate, leaving the inked image 
slightly raises on the paper. 

Cottrell Presses (BEP 801-804): The one-color Cottrells 

used two curved plates fastened to a cylinder, thus putting two 

plate numbers on each row of stamps. Where the plates met, 
the gap in the metal collected ink and resulted in a printed line 

between two pairs of stamps located opposite each other on 
the cylinder. It is known as a ''joint line." Each plate con

sisted of I 8 rows of 24 stamps. Thus a line and a number 

appear every 24th stamp, with the plate numbers alternating. 

This configuration produced 864 stamps per revolution (spr). 

Presses 80 I, 802 and 804 were dedicated to printing tagged 
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stamps with the tagging being applied on press by a roller 

system. No tag breaks exist on stamps from these three 

presses. Press 803 was dedicated to printing precanceled coils 

with the precanceling applied by an in-line letterpress system. 

Mats printed the double line precancel bars and sometime in

cluded a service inscription. In 1984 an effort was made to 

print tagged stamps on press 803. It is from this short period 

of production that Cottrell tag breaks on the 2c, 5c, 5.2c and 

I 7c transportation coils come. Perforating and coiling was 

done off line. The last Cottrell press was dismantled in No

vember 1985. Two additional Cottrell presses (805 and 806) 

were removed from service before 1981 and the beginning of 

PNCs. 

Giori B Press (BEP 701): The B press achieves three color 

printing by selective inking, not by color stations. It us.es 

seamless cylindrical sleeves with a layout of 18 rows 52 

stamps long, and prints 936 stamps per revolution. Plate 

numbers appear once on each row. The press can apply tag

ging and has employed three different surface configurations 
on the tagging cylinder. Block tagging has been applied using 

a single flexographic plate with raised blocks on it. Overall 

tagging is applied by either single (one seam) plate, or by two 

plates that leave two tag breaks per revolution; one each 26 

stamps. Perforating and coiling is done off press. The B press 

was dismantled at the BEP in 1993. 

Goebel C Press (BEP 901): This is a three color selective 

inking press that uses sleeves 18 or 20 rows wide, depending 

on the size of the rolls to be produced. The circumference of 

the sleeve is 48 stamps and prints either 864 or 960 spr. Either 

block or overall tagging can be applied on press. The overall 

tagging leaves one break every 48 stamps. Perforating and 

coiling is achieved off press. 

Offset presses 

In offset, a right-reading image of the subject is entered on 

a plate which does not print the stamps directly. Offset uses 

the basic lithographic technique in which water repels oil. By 

selective wetting, only some portions of the plate are inked. 

The inked area is transferred by direct contact to a rubber 

blanket roller which in tum contacts the paper, leaving a 

printed image. No PNCs have been printed solely by offset. 
The offset method has been used in combination with intaglio 
to print some PNC stamps. 

Goebel Optiforma Press (BEP 43): This press has six 
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stations, each capable of printing one color. It uses cylindrical 

plates with a circumference of 25 stamps. Honeybee plates 

made for this press had 18 or 20 rows. The spr was 450 or 

500. No PNCs have been tagged on the Optiforma press, al

though one of the color stations can be used for that purpose. 

Combination offset and intaglio presses 

Goebel D Press (BEP 902): This is a three color selective 

inking intaglio and six station offset combination press that 

uses sleeves up to 20 rows wide. The intaglio section is the 

same as the C press, and the sleeves made for one can be used 

on the other. The circumference of each offset plate is 24 

stamps, half that of the intaglio sleeve. The tagging capability 

is the same as the C press, and consequently the break interval 

is the same. No in-line perforating and coiling is available. 

Some 25c Honeybee coils were printed on this press using the 

integrated intaglio/offset feature. 

Goebel F Press (BEP 801): This is a three color selective 

inking intaglio and six station offset combination press that 

uses sleeves up to 20 rows wide. The intaglio section is the 

same as the C and D presses, and the sleeves made for one can 

be used on the other. No in-line perforating and coiling is 

available. 

Gravure presses 

Gravure printing is a form of the intaglio process in which 

tiny shallow dot patterns are etched into the plate to retain ink. 

The resulting printed image is smooth to the touch. Several 

plates are required, with each printing station using a different 

color ink. Two different processes can be used. The four

color process using yellow, magenta, cyan, yellow and black 

creates other colors by addition. Thus yellow and cyan create 

green. Tones can be produced by altering the dot density 

pattern. The second method is known as self-color printing. 

Using this process, each plate is inked with the actual color 

seen on the stamp. Special papers and inks are needed to print 

by Gravure. The paper must be soft and elastic; the inks must 

be fast drying. Some Gravure inks have been known to dis

solve in watermark fluid. 

Andreotti (BEP 601): This Gravure press has seven print

ing stations, each using a cylinder with a different color. All 

stations are not always used, depending on which method is 

employed and the number of colors to be printed on a specific 

stamp. Each cylinder has a plate number, resulting in several 

different colored digits on each numbered stamp. The An-
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driotti cylinders are 18 stamps wide and usually 24 stamps in 

circumference, yielding 432 stamps per revolution. However, 

the undenominated D (22c) stamps printed on the Andreotti 

had a interval of 38 stamps. The press can produce in-line 

bulls-eye perforations but this feature was never used on coils. 

On press tagging is possible. 

Combination gravure and intaglio presses 

Giori A Press (BEP 702): The A press had five Gravure 

cylinder stations and could print three different colors in in

taglio by selective inking of a single sleeve. The usual 

circumference of the printing surfaces was 24 stamps with an 

spr of 432. However, the D (22c) stamps printed on the Gra

vure section of this press used sleeves 18 subjects across and 

38 around. On-press block tagging was used on the D coils 

which are the only PNCs from this press. The Giori A had 

in-line perforating capability, but it was never used for coils. 

It was dismantled in mid 1991. 

Gravure presses used by private 
contractors to print PNCs 

Andriotti: This press has been used by Guilford Gravure, 

a subcontractor for American Bank Note Co., to print PNCs 

and is similar in all respects to the Andriotti used by BEP. 

Schiavi: Multi-Color Corp., another subcontractor for 

ABNC, uses a Schiavi press that prints coils in a format of 19 

rows of 36 stamps, resulting in 684 spr. 

Champlain: J.W. Fergusson & sons, which is a sub

contractor for Stamp Venturers, has used this press to print 

PNCs. It has used a layout of 13 rows of 33 stamps, printing 

429 stamps per revolution. 

BEP perforators and coilers 

The BEP uses two different off-line pieces of equipment to 

perforate, slit, coil and package coil stamps. Both perforate in 

a gauge of 9.8. 

Huck Coiler: This machine uses a rotary perforator that 

has 42 rows of pins to perforate across the printed web. Thus, 

any fault in the punching process will repeat every 42 stamps. 

The maximum width, in subjects, the coiler can accept is 18. 

Printed webs wider than this cannot be processed on the H.uck. 

After perforating, and slitting, the strips are cut into lengths 



of 100, 500, 3000 or 10,000 stamps, coiled and packaged. The 

100 stamp size is usually not made on this coiler because the 

Goebel coiler is better suited for the task, and frees the Huck 

to make only larger rolls. BEP continues to use cellophane 

wrapping on its 500 and 3000 rolls, despite the advantages of 

the heat shrink plastic used by private contractors. Short wave 
ultra-violet light will penetrate the plastic but not cellophane. 

Goebel Coiler: The Goebel coiler uses a stroke perforator 

and has a web width capacity of 20 rows. It is designed to 

make only rolls of 100 that are packaged in transparent plastic 

trays of 50 rolls. After rolling the strips of I 00, each is bound 

with a gummed paper strip, and the filled tray is sealed. The 

trays can be broken into individual bubble packs that are sold 

individually. 

Coil packaging 

The BEP and private printers deliver coil stamps in con

tainers and packaging in accordance with USPS 

specifications. These specifications vary with the size of the 

rolls being packaged. The USPS uses the following terms to 

describe the different types of containers used to ship coils: 
Flat-a plastic rectangle of joined blister packs (or bub

bles) formed into five rows of 10. Each of the 50 blister packs 

contains one roll of stamps. Each blister pack is easily sep

arated from the others as they have ben partially severed. 

Rats are used exclusively for coil rolls of I 00 stamps, so each 

flat contains 5000 stamps (50 x 100). 

Tray-a non-corrugated, lidless, cardboard box that when 

filled is sealed with shrink-wrap plastic. The number of rolls 

in a tray depends on the size of the rolls. 

Carton-a corrugated cardboard box in which flats trays, 

or loose rolls are packed. The size of the carton depends on 

the specific contents. 

Packaging by roll size: 

• Rolls of I 00 are packed 16 flats to a carton which then 
contains 800 rolls, or 80,000 stamps. 

• Rolls of 500 are packaged in trays of 50 rolls, and then 

packed eight trays to a carton. A carton would thus 
contain 400 rolls, or 200,000 stamps. 

• Rolls of 3,000 are packaged in trays of eight (8) rolls, 

and then packed eight trays to a carton. A carton there
fore contains 64 rolls, or 192,000 stamps. 

• Rolls of 10,000 are not placed in an intermediate con
tainer, but are packed directly into a carton, each of 

which holds 16 rolls. The carton thus contains I 60,000 
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stamps. 

Distribution 

Cartons of stamps are usually palletized and shipped to a 

Regional Accountable Paper Depository (RAPD) for dis

bursement in smaller quantities to Stamp Distribution Offices 

(SDO). SDOs supply individual post offices with stamps. 

Some large individual post offices can order cartons of stamps 

directly from the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP), but 

no single office is allowed to order directly from a contract 

printer. Private (contract) printers ship only to designated 

storage sites or RAPDs. 

Commercial covers 

One popular way to collect PNCs is on commercial cover. 

PNC commercial covers we found in incoming mail, or can be 

obtained from dealers, auctions, or other collectors for prices 

ranging from a few pennies to a few thousand dollars. (To 

date, the highest reported price paid for a PNC commercial 

cover was $2,700 for the earliest known used 18¢ Flag #7 

cover.) The Plate Number Coil Catalog provides estimated 

prices for each PNC used on cover for its intended purpose 
during the proper rate period. 

PNC commercial covers are part of modem postal history. 

Many collectors try to collect a commercial cover of each 

plate number. Others search out interesting varieties, purple 

machine cancels, ink jet spray cancels, or auxiliary markings. 

Two hoards of 1980s era covers found in the past several years 

yielded many new earliest known use (EKU) dates on several 

first class issues, but there have been relatively few changes in 

PNC EKU dates in the past year. 

Collecting PNC commercial covers showing various postal 

rate usages can also be quite a challenge. "Junk mail," with 

all its assorted rates for bulk mail, non-profit mail, presorted 

mail, etc., are very tough to find with PNCs on them. Un

fortunately, such PNCs are seldom "tied" to the covers by 

cancellations, and collectors need to be cautious of possible 
fakes. In addition to junk mail rate covers, PNCs can occa

sionally be found on Express mail, certified mail, insured 

mail, registered mail, postage due covers, and postcards. 
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Glossary of terms 

Abbreviations-The following abbreviations are used in 

this catalog: 

ABN-American Bank Note Company 

AFDCS-American First Day Cover Society 

BEP-Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

EKU-Earliest known use 

FDC-First-day cover 

Max.-Maximum 

N. A.-Not available 

PNC-Plate number coil 

PNCSG-Plate Number Coil Study Group 
PS-Plate numbered strip of ... 

SV-Stamp Venturers 

USPS-United States Postal Service 

UV -Ultraviolet 

VF-Very Fine 

XF-Extra fine 

Assigned-The earliest date reported by BEP for the as

signment of a plate number to a plate. On later reports, BEP 

used the term "issued" as a synonym for "assigned." Because 

"issued" in philately refers to the day of issue of the stamp, 

this catalog uses only "ASSIGNED." 

In some instances, no assignment date could be found. In a 

few such cases, the date the plate was CERTIFIED (approved 

for printing) has been used. 

When BEP reports plate cancelations, it often repeats all 

data for the assigned (or "issued") date and date to press. If 

previous BEP reports showed earlier dates, the earlier date is 

retained. 

B press re-issues-BEP had to switch to new presses after 

the Cottrell presses were dismantled in 1985. Several stamps 

were reissued in the same design, printed on the B Press. In 

some cases no new engraving was made. 

The new stamps have discernible differences. The most 

obvious is that the new stamps have no joint line. Also, the 

tagging is different from the Cottrell version. 

The clearest difference between the two 4¢ Stagecoach and 

14¢ Iceboat printings is the joint line and the tagging. Cottrell 

Press stamps have tagging covering the entire area, called 

"overall tagging"; the B Press versions of the stamps had 
block tagging until late 1990. Block tagging, when viewed 

under short-wave ultraviolet light, has a dark frame around the 
bright, tagged area. In 1990, overall tagging was adopted. The 

change in tagging applies only to the 4¢ Stagecoach reissue. 

On the 1¢ Omnibus and 2¢ Locomotive, a change was also 

made in the size and placement of the denomination. 
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Most difficult of all are the 8.3¢ and 12¢ precanceled 

stamps, which were not tagged. In a numbered strip, the joint 

line is an easy way to tell them apart. 

The B Press version of the 8.3¢ shows diagonal white lines 

in the lettering, most easily seen in the "A" of "Ambulance." 
These diagonal lines are not as readily visible on the Cottrell 

version. 

On unnumbered strips, the easiest way to differentiate the 

4¢, 8.3¢, 12¢, and 14¢ stamps is by making a gauge: Take a 

strip of each of these four denominations where you are cer

tain of the press on which it was printed. Cut each of the 

examples in half horizontally. To check for the press that 

printed an unknown copy, place the half stamp gauge over the 

unknown stamp of the same denomination. If the vertical lines 
line up perfectly, both stamps are from the same press. If they 

cannot be aligned, the unknown stamp is from the other 

press. 

Block Tagged-Stamps with a rectangle of phosphor tag

ging applied over the printed image so that when accurately 

registered the block does not touch or cover the perforations. 

Break-An interruption in overall tagging caused by open 

seams in the surface (a mat or flexographic plate) that applies 

the taggant. Usually in the form of a vertical bar when present 

on coil stamps, but other shapes and horizontal bars are 

known. 

Bulk Mail-Third class mail that is presorted, bundled and 

labeled for processing. Requires minimum quantities and is 

mailed at reduced rates by permit holders. Non-profit mail is 

a sub class of bulk mail. 

Canceled-The date on which use of a plate or sleeve was 

officially ended and the plate destroyed. These dates have not 

yet been released for all plates made for the Cottrell and B 

presses, even though those presses have been disassembled 

and all plates destroyed. 
To refer to a stamp that has a cancel, this catalog uses 

"used." 

Commercial cover-A used business mail envelope. 

Loosely used to mean any cover not of philatelic origin. 

Condition-Condition is a key factor in the price of a coil 

strip. Each price in this catalog represents an estimate by the 
editor of the retail price of a Very Fine (VF) strip or single as 
of October 1994. Extra Fine (XF) and Superb specimens 
command a premium; lower grades ("average," "fine," or "F

VF") should be discounted. 

A VF strip, if it shows a joint line, has more than half the 



line inside the perforations and the plate number clear of the 
bottom margin. None of the design touches the top margin. 

XF strips, if with joint line, have the entire line inside the 

perforations and almost perfect vertical and horizontal cen

tering. 

Superb copies have the line exactly centered in the per

forations and are perfectly centered horizontally and 

vertically. On some strips, superb specimens are extremely 

scarce. 

The joint line on Fine copies touches the perforation. The 

numbers should be complete, but may touch the edge of the 

stamp. 

Coil stamps that have no joint lines are Superb if the stamp 

with the plate number is exactly centered vertically and hor

izontally. There is no standard definition on determining 

vertical centering. Some collectors judge according to the 

vignette; others want the top of the vignette and the bottom of 

the plate number to be equidistant from the edges of the stamp. 

A trend is developing toward the latter definition. 

Lower grades reflect displacement in either direction. A VF 

strip should not appear lop-sided and should have no part of 

the printing touching the edges of the stamp. 

Where stamps have multiple plate numbers, Superb stamps 
(if any exist) would have these numbers in a straight, evenly 

spaced, horizontal line. Constant Plate Variety - Any printed 

variation of the intended design caused by an irregular feature 

in the printing base. The variation occurs at fixed intervals in 

coils. 

Constant mat variety-Any vanat10n in the precancel 

overprint caused by an irregularity in the letterpress mat. 

Contingency stamp-A stamp with no printed de

nomination that is released when currently available stamps 
are inadequate to meet user demand. Usually used to meet 

mailing needs during a rate change. 

Dull gum-Water activated stamp adhesive having a non

reflective or matte appearance. Incorrectly referred to as dry 

gum. 

Earliest known use-Many officially sanctioned first-day 

covers (FDCs) show dates that are prior to the date on which 
a plate went to press. This results from USPS practices that 

make FDCs possible after the date of issue of the original 

stamp. Therefore, this catalog also lists earliest known use 

(EKU). 

By the definition used here, earliest known use refers spe
cifically to postmarks that were actually applied on their 

nominal date. For some stamps, the search has only begun, 
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and many earlier dates are certain to be found. This study has 

been advanced by the publication of Robert M. Washburn's 

book, PNCs on Cover, but our definition of earliest use is more 

inclusive than his. EKUs are regularly updated by Washburn 

in Coil Line. 

Please report earlier dates to the editor. 

Embedded phosphor paper-Stamp printing paper treat

ed with taggant that penetrates the surface of the paper. 

Applied prior to delivery to the printer and has a highly mot

tled appearance under shortwave ultraviolet light. 

Error-A stamp exhibiting a mistake in production serious 

enough that some portion is completely omitted, duplicated, 

reversed or inverted. 

Facer Canceler-A postal processing machine that detects 

the location of tagged stamps on mail and applies a cancella

tion. 

Freaks and oddities-Miscut stamps are sought by many 

collectors. Most sought are miscuts in which the entire plate 

number is shown at the top or on which no plate number at all 

is seen on the stamp to the left of the joint line . 

Misperforations, in which perforations run through part of 

the design, are freaks and are not priced in this catalog; neither 

are freaks in which part of the stamp design did not print be
cause of foreign substances on the printing surface. 

Various colored lines, especially blue areas in the stripes of 

the U.S. flag or red areas in the Union (the stars), are oddities 

and are not priced in this catalog. Many constant plate va

rieties, however, are shown and priced. See Varieties in this 

introduction. 

Also considered freaks are precancels that are shifted hor

izontally across the stamp. This catalog does not price them. 

Included in this category are "half-gap" precancels, where the 

gap falls vertically across the middle of a stamp. 

Gap-The unprinted space between the ends of horizontal 

precanceling lines, indicating the seam between mat or flex

ographic plate edges. 

Gripper crack-A plate crack that occurs near either end 

of a plate, caused by stress near the notched areas in the back. 
The notches accept the grippers that hold the curved plate on 
the press cylinder. 

Hi-brite paper-Paper that contains brighteners which 

glow under Iongwave ultraviolet light. 

Imperforates-The catalog prices imperforate strips of 
five with the plate number on the center stamp except where 
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noted. (Because of the thin market in imperforates, many such 

strips could not be priced and are designated "N. A.") 

Strips are preferred in lengths of five or six by collectors but 

several early numbered strips are known only in pairs, or 

miscut with the numbered stamp off center in strips of three 

or four. This happened because the custom was to collect coil 

stamps as joint line pairs at the time the strips were found. 

Please report any strips not included in the catalog (or 
longer strips than indicated) to Dr. John P. Greenwood, 276 

W. 9th St., Upland, CA 9I786. 

Impressions-The total reported as the printing from one 

plate or one sleeve. 

These raw figures cannot be used by collectors to determine 

the maximum possible number of PNCs because they some

times refer to one plate and sometimes to half a sleeve. The 

data in this catalog always reflect the official figure, even 

where it has had to be adjusted. 

In every instance where the Plate Number Coil Study Group 

had to adjust this figure, the number reported is also pro

vided. 

(The BEP arrives at the number of impressions by a me

chanical counter on the press. That figure is converted into 

"sheets." The figure provided by BEP is often the "sheet" total 

and must be adjusted to reflect an approximation of press 

revolutions actually printed.) 

Issue date-This is the date on which USPS says it issued 

a stamp. This date is also found on first-day covers. In those 

cases where USPS did not have a first-day ceremony, the ear

liest known use is cited. 

Joint line-Printed line caused by ink deposited in the 

seam of adjoining curved printing plates on Cottrell and 

Stickney rotary presses. 

Maximum PNCs-See also Impressions. This calculated 

total is a maximum. Stamps that may have been printed for 

testing machinery, which BEP included in its impression 

figures, are included. So is printer's waste and stamps shred

ded at BEP that were never delivered to the Postal Service. 
Unlike some other nations, the United States does not report 

totals destroyed by the Postal Service after stamps are no 

longer needed. The maximum may, therefore, be a poor 

reflection of the total number of PNCs that exist, especially on 

stamps issued shortly before a rate change, when post offices 
are ordered to destroy stamps in the old rates. 

Furthermore, as during the 1988 rate change, some off-sale 

stamps are retained in Postal Service vaults after a stamp has 

been officially withdrawn from sale. The fact that a stamp has 
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been withdrawn from sale, therefore, cannot indicate that 

supplies are depleted. 

Overall tagged-Stamps with phosphor coating applied 

to their entire surface after printing. Taggant is applied to the 

entire paper web. 

Pair-Two stamps with the plate number on the left 

stamp. 

Paired-On the Cottrell presses, two plates bearing differ

ent plate numbers were always printed together. This means 

that a roll of stamps will show two different plate numbers 

alternately. The Plate Number Coil Study Group has reported 

all known pairings in this catalog. 
Stamps printed on other presses show the same plate num

ber throughout a roll of stamps. 

Perforating-Punching rows of small holes between 

printed stamps to aid in their separation for use. 

Plate - In a generic sense, any printing base. In its specific 

meaning, a printing base initially made as a flat rectangle 

which later may be curved to fit a press cylinder. 

Plate strip-A strip of coil stamps that contains a stamp 

bearing a plate number located in the printed image area. 

When collected as a mint strip, the numbered stamp is usually 

in the center of a strip of three or five. The term is abbreviated 

as PS, although sometimes expanded to PNS which stands for 

plate number strip. 

Position-A stamp's position is given in reference to the 

joint line. I R is the stamp to the right of the line; I L is the 
numbered stamp. Where there is no joint line, an imaginary 

joint line is used as a reference point. It is assumed to be to the 

right of the numbered stamp. 

On vertical tagging breaks, the stamp on which the break is 

seen is the stamp identified in this catalog. If a break is on the 

leftmost stamp of a strip of five, it is called 3L. Some col

lectors prefer another system of identification, but it is not 

used in this catalog because it can identify a break on the same 

stamp with two different designations. 
Where the tagging break falls exactly on the perforations, 

the break is identified as being on the stamp nearest the joint 

line. 

Precancel-In PNC collecting, a stamp that is considered 
by the USPS to have been canceled before mailing, either 
during the printing process or locally by a postal facility or by 

mailers postmark. The USPS considers service inscribed coils 

printed after I984 to be precanceled. 



Process colors-Three primary colors (magenta, cyan & 

yellow) plus black, which can be combined as screened half

tones to achieve full continuous tone color. 

Press date-The earliest date reported for when a plate was 

sent to press. In a few instances, the BEP's earliest reported 

date to press was for the precancel. If the press date for the 

unprecanceled stamp was not stated, the precanceling date is 

reported here and noted as such. 

This catalog also lists later dates to press as "Back to Press." 

These dates are taken from printing reports. This information 

was found useful in research, as in Richard Nazar's "Time 
Lines," The Plate Number, January 1991. 

Their inclusion in the catalog is predicated on findings by 

the Plate Number Coil Study Group that: 

a.) the precancel gap appears to be different for various 

press runs; 

b.) changes in the paper type may reflect later press runs; 

c.) changes in tagging, or in the position of vertical tagging 

breaks, may reflect later press runs. 

d.) changes in the wrapper labels used on rolls of coils 

reflect later press runs. 

Rouletting-A means of stamp separation where slits al

ternating with bridges are cut into the paper. Unlike 

perforations, no paper is removed during the process. 
Seam-The edge of a printing plate where it is fastened to 

a printing cylinder. Usually applied to offset printing plates. 

Seam line-An unintended printed line segment made by 

the edge of an offset plate. 

Self color- A single color of ink printed on a defined area, 

that yields its own hue. 

Service inscription-Restrictive wording printed on the 

face of a stamp to indicate the service for which the stamp is 
to be used. Most coils bearing service inscriptions are re

stricted to use by permit holders. 

Shiny gum-Water activated stamp adhesive having a re

flective or glossy appearance. Incorrectly referred to as wet 

gum. 

Sleeve-A seamless steel cylinder tapered internally to fit 
the press mandrel. The engraved images to be printed are en
tered directly on the curved surface by means of a transfer 

roll. 

Slitting-Separating the individual rows of stamps in a 

printed web to form continuous bands that are cut to length 

and rolled into coils. Cutting is usually accomplished by disc 
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knives. Stamps separated in this manner have two opposite 

straight edges. 

Souvenir page-Officially issued stamp data sheet bearing 
one or more copies of the stamp(s) pictured and described. 

The stamp(s) are canceled with a first-day-of-issue postmark. 

Splice-A taped joint connecting two pieces of a roll of 

printed stamp paper. Used to repair broken webs or extend the 

length of a given roll. 

Surface phosphor paper-Stamp printing paper treated 

with taggant that adheres to the surface of the paper. Applied 

prior to delivery to the printer and has a smooth, usually solid 

appearance when viewed under shortwave ultraviolet light. 

Tagged (See also Tagging)-Unprecanceled stamps were 

normally tagged before 1991. (Four precancels do show tag

ging-on the 18¢ Washington Monument and on the 21.1 ¢ 

Letters. All are believed to be printing errors.) 

The overprinting process that applied two-line precancels 

(or the red precancels on the 8.5¢ Tow Truck and 10.1¢ Oil 

Wagon) used the same equipment that was used to apply the 

tagging; because of this only one or the other could be applied 

to coil stamps. It was impossible to have both. 

Since late 1985, precanceled stamps have been issued with 

service indicators printed as part of the design. When USPS 

provided unprecanceled versions of these stamps, separate 

plates were used for the inscribed stamps and the un

precanceled stamps. 

Beginning in 1988, many stamps with fractional de

nominations appeared only as precancels. Earlier, 

unprecanceled versions of these stamps had been printed only 

for collectors. 

Service-inscribed stamps carry no horizontal black lines. In 

all cases known so far, the service indicator differs in color 
from the vignette and was printed from a different plate than 

the unprecanceled stamp (if any). 

The Postal Service refers to service-indicator stamps as 

precanceled. In keeping with philatelic practice, this catalog 

also calls them precancels. 

Tagging-Tagging is a phosphor coating, either on the 
stamp or on the paper, that is invisible in normal light. 

Tagging was applied until recently to the surface of un
precanceled stamps to activate the Postal Service's facer

cancelers. These machines tum the letter so the stamp will be 

at the upper right and then cancel the stamps. The taggant be

comes visible when exposed to short-wave ultraviolet light 
(2537A). 
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More recently, starting with the 22¢ Flag Test Stamp, the 

tagging has been applied to the paper. The Postal Service calls 

such paper "pre-phosphored." USPS has announced its in

tention of having all tagged stamps printed on such paper. 

Tagging on the Cottrell presses was usually done by mats 

that exhibited no breaks in the tagging. For a period in I 984 

and 1985, however, mats measuring 9 subjects x 12 subjects 

were used to apply tagging. These mats caused vertical and 

horizontal tagging breaks on stamps, which are indicated in 

the catalog. 
These stamps often show untagged areas in the shape of a 

screwhead or a clip on the untagged break, but such screw 

heads and clips are row specific (see The Plate Number, 

March 1991, Page 41). 

Other tagging phenomena include partial lack of tagging or 

a total lack of tagging on unprecanceled stamps. The only 

tagging varieties priced in this catalog are totally untagged 

stamps that should have been tagged but were not because of 

an error, or the exceptional tagged precancels. In those in

stances, prices are for a strip of five with a plate number at the 

center. 

Tagging breaks-Certain stamps of the Transportation 

Series have constant vertical tagging breaks (non-tagged 

areas). 

Unreported numbers-This catalog lists all plate numbers 

reported by collectors. But it also lists production data for 

unissued or destroyed stamps for which plate numbers were 

assigned. 

Varieties-Only major constant plate varieties are included 

and priced in this catalog. Only selected constant mat varieties 

(on precancels) are reported. 
A constant plate variety, once it occurs on the plate, will 

repeat at the same spot with every revolution of the press. 

Position of the variety in the roll is given by counting the 

stamps from the joint line. (See Position in this introduction.) 

In some cases you may need a magnifying glass to see the 

varieties on the stamps. 
Reports of constant plate varieties require photocopies of at 

least two strips showing that variety, although the original 

stamps are preferred. When possible, reports are also helpful 

if they show whether the variety changed shape or faded from 

one occurrence to the other. Please indicate the position of the 

variety in relation to the plate number and the distance from 

one occurrence to the next. Report all varieties to A.S. Ci

bulskas, 28 Westwood Rd., Stamford, CT 06902. 

Vignette-The pictorial portion of a stamp design. 
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Web-A large roll of stamp printing paper often containing 

about 14,000 feet. Width of the paper varies, but frequently 

used sizes are 181/2 and 20ih inches. Almost all modern coils 

are printed on webfed rotary presses. 

Withdrawal date-Date listed are those when the stamps 

were supposed to be taken off sale at USPS philatelic centers, 

and after which no mail orders are accepted by the Philatelic 

Fulfillment Service Center (formerly the Philatelic Sales Di

vision). Such stamps often remain on sale at ordinary postal 
counters, and no regulation prohibits this. Unlike some other 

countries, the United States has no rule requiring the de

struction of "withdrawn" stamps, and usually the only ones 

burned or shredded are stamps printed for obsolete rates. 



Flag Coil Stamps 

Flag Coil Stamps 
Ever since the 6¢ Flag over the White House coil 

stamp was issued in 1969, a coil stamp featuring the 
USA flag has been available for each first ounce, 
first -class letter rate. 

Over the last two decades, the flag theme has de
veloped into one of the most preferred stamp de
signs-by businesses and the general public. Busi
nesses view the flag designs as a pleasing solution to 
the need for colorful stamps that will not be con
sidered offensive by any segment of the public that 
receives their brochures, catalogs, and letters. The 
general public has also responded positively to the 
multi-colored flag designs; in a small way, the flag 
stamps offer the opportunity to display national 
pride. 

Top-6¢ Flag over the White House, 
Middle left-Brt Flag over the White House, 

Middle right-1 Ort Crossed Flags, 
Bottom left-13¢ Flag over Independence Hall, 

Bottom right-15¢ Fort McHenry Flag. 

Along with the steadfast popularity of the flag de
signs, several other factors have contributed to mak
ing the flag coils the most widely used postage stamps 
in the United States. 

One of the most influential. factors was the results 
of public surveys that had shown that residential mail 
carrying a postage stamp will be more readily re
ceived and promptly opened than a letter that carries 
a metered imprint (which is typically found on an en
velope enclosing a bill or junk mail). This attentive 
response by the general mail-receiving public has 
produced a recent increase in the use of postage 
stamps over metered imprints. 

Adding to the popularity of the flag coil stamps is 
the format itself. Coils are more rapidly affixed than 
sheet or booklet stamps. This benefit has been most 
efficiently implemented by mass mailers who regu
larly want to prepare large quantities of envelopes 
with postage stamps. The mass mailing industry has 
developed specialized stamp-affixing machines that 
use coils of 500; 3,000; and more recently, 10,000 
stamps. 

The Postal Service designates the flag coils as reg
ular issues, which allows a specific stamp design to 
stay current for an indefinite period. The flag stamps 
are therefore printed in much larger quantities and 
over a longer time frame than commemorative issues. 
This longevity has provided the stamp-collecting 
community with many interesting areas of study as 
printing press technology advanced, and occasionally 
failed, and as different USPS policies altered the final 
stamp product. 

The most significant USPS policy change to affect 
philately was the decision to incorporate the printing 
plate (sleeve) number within a stamp's design area so 
that it would appear regularly in a roll of stamps. In
stead of using the actual plate number, which is usu
ally a 5- or 6-digit number, the USPS uses a single or 
double digit that is assigned as a suffix to the actual 
plate number. The first printing plate for an issue 
(regardless of the actual plate number) is designated 
as plate 1. Each subsequent plate that is produced for 
that issue is assigned the next number (for example, 
2 , then 3, and so on). 

The first coil stamp to be affected by this new policy 

1-1 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

was the 18¢ Flag coil (described on page 1-3).' With 
few exceptions, all USA coil stamps produced after 
January 1, 1981, display the tiny plate number. 

Prior to the issuance of the 18¢ Flag coil stamp, 
plate numbers, which identified the printing plates of 
coil stamps, were located in the selvage that was 
trimmed off during the production of individual coils 
from the printed web. Some coils that were dramat
ically misslit show evidence of the plate numbers, but 
this is uncommon and an unintentional product of 
poor production. 

This imperforate and miss/it strip of the 8¢ Flag over 
the White House is from the bottom row of the printed 
web. It shows the location of the complete plate 
number and the electric eye markings, which were 
both normally trimmed off during coil production. 
(From the collection of Dr. John P. Greenwood.) 

Flag coil stamps have also been the USPS' medium 
for testing alternative production methods. 

The 22¢ Flag over the Capitol coil stamp (described 
on page 1-19) was the first USA-issued stamp to be 
produced on paper that had the phosphorescent tag
ging applied before the stamps were printed. This 
was an announced, 1-year experiment that the USPS 
considered successful. This experiment led to the 
implementation of phosphored paper in the standard 
production of stamps requiring tagging. The 25¢ Flag 
over Yosemite coil stamps display the transition pe
riod from the post-printing application of taggant to 
the use of phosphored paper. The early printings of 
the 25¢ Flag over Yosemite coils have blocks of tag
gant applied over the printed design. Later printings 
were produced on phosphored paper that has the tag
gant on the paper prior to the printing. Some of the 
early printing plates for the 25¢ Flag over Yosemite 
coils returned to press after the use of phosphored 
paper had gone into effect. As a result, some of the 
early plate numbers of the 25¢ Flag over Yosemite 
coil stamps exist on both types of paper. (A more 
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detailed description of the 25¢ Flag over Yosemite 
begins on page 1-30.) 

Another flag design, the 29¢ Flag over Mount 
Rushmore, was first produced by the Bureau of En
graving and Printing (BEP) by intaglio printing and 
was later produced by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN) by gravure printing. This was the 
first time that a USA Flag coil stamp was produced 
outside the BEP. The gravure printing of the 29¢ Flag 
over Mount Rushmore was also the first coil stamp 
issued exclusively in 10,000-stamp rolls. The pro
duction of similar designs by more than one printing 
source and/or method has now become a standard 
USPS practice. 

In addition to the varieties produced by the imple
mentation of new production methods, the Flag coil 
stamps offer stamp collectors many other challenges. 
One formidable challenge is posed by the 22¢ Flag 
over the Capitol coil, which was produced with 22 
different plate numbers (including the test coil). The 
greatest challenge, of course, is the 18¢ Flag coil 
stamp from plate 6, which still remains the highest 
valued PNC in mint or used condition. 

A lightly canceled, used single of the 18¢ Flag 
showing the scarce sleeve number 6. (From the 
collection of Robert Novak.) 



18¢ Flag " ... from 

sea to shining sea" 

Designer .......................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Art Director ...... Leonard E. Buckley 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering ............. Kenneth C. Wiram 

Denomination ... Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Issue date .................... April 24, 1981 
Portland, Maine 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ....... Red, blue, and brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: ........... I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll size not specified ............... 0719 

Withdrawn from sale date 
All roll sizes ................ July 31, 1982 

The 18¢ Flag( .. . from sea to shining 
sea) coil stamp was the first stamp to 
include the small sleeve (plate) number 
on the basic stamp. This was in ac
cordance with the Postal Service's 
newly adopted plate numbering system, 
which became effective January 1, 
1981. 

The stamp boldly pictures a 50-star 
USA flag above a scene that depicts the 
phrase " ... from sea to shining sea" 
from Katherine Lee Bates' poem, 
America the Beautiful, written in 1893. 
The scene shows the South Portland 
Head Lighthouse, which is located off 
the coast near Portland, Maine, with the 
coastline and waves below. 

This coil stamp was issued on April 
24, 1981, to meet the new 18¢ first
class letter rate that went into effect on 
March 22, 1981. This stamp was part 
of a set that includes similarly designed 
stamps in coil, sheet, and booklet for
mats. Each stamp pictures the flag 
above a different scene of the country's 
varied landscape and a related phrase 
from America the Beautiful. This was 
the first time that the Postal Service si
multaneously issued distinctive flag 
designs for the individual stamp for
mats. The sheet stamp (below at left) 
features a midwestern wheat field and 
a modern harvester with the phrase" .. 
. for amber waves of grain." The 
booklet flag stamp (below at right) in
cludes a view of the Grand Teton 
mountain range near Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, and the phrase" ... for pur
ple mountain majesties." 

The 18¢ Flag stamps paid the short
lived, first ounce, first-class letter rate 
that was in effect until the rate was in
creased to 20¢ on November 1, 1981. 

Flag Coil Stamps, 18¢ 

After the rate increase, remaining 18¢ 
Flag coil stamps could be used in strips 
of three to meet the new 54¢ rate for 
letters weighing up to three ounces. 

Of the seven printing sleeves used to 
print the 18¢ Flag coil, the stamps pro
duced by sleeve number 6 are con
sidered the scarcest PNC-whether 
mint, used, or on cover. Other 18¢ Flag 
PNCs, such as those from sleeve I or 3, 
are relatively common in used condi
tion, but are much scarcer-and more 
expensive-in strips longer than a plate 
strip of three. 

Note: Impeiforate rolls of uncut I 8¢ 
Flag coil stamps were stolen from 
printers waste. The stamps have some 
tagging. Some may have been postally 
used to defraud the Postal Service. 
Vertical pairs and blocks of four or 
more are possible. The plate number is 
unknown. 

F18-1 ®:::::: ~ B ~ 
Plate 1 39649-1 

Rolls of 100 and 500 

Assigned ............................. Apr. 1981 

Certified .......................... Apr. 3, 1981 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ......................... Oct. 5, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 854,500 

Maximum PNCs .............. 15,381,000* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 29, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c:::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP' s report of 936 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.50 $95.00 c:::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... I 00.00 c:::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 450.00 c:::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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I F18-2®~ ~I 
Plate 2 39677-2 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ............................. Apr. 1981 

Certified ......................... Apr. 13, 1981 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ......................... Oct. 5, 1981 

Impressions ........................ 2,935,500 

Maximum PNCs .............. 52,839,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 15, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 15.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 936 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.00 $ 16.00 c::::::::J 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ......... 21.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 45.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforatet (PS4) ....... 850.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t The longest reported imperforate 
plate number strips are PS4s with the 
plate number on the third stamp. Im
perforate numbered pairs are estimated 
at $140.00. 

I F18-3®~ 
Plate 3 39678-3 

Rolls of 100 and 500 

~I 

Assigned ............................. Apr. 1981 

Certified ......................... Apr. 17, 1981 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 18, 1981 

Impressions ........................ 1 ,427,500 

Maximum PNCs .............. 25,695,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 18, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 37.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of936 stamps per "sheet." 
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used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 12.00 $ 285.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 315.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 975.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforatet (PS4) .......... N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

t Only one imperforate plate number 
strip (PS4) has been reported. 

I F18-4®~ 
Plate 4 39722-4 

Rolls of 100 and 500 

[iOC]I 

Assigned ............................. May 1981 

C T d ert1 1e ....................... May 14, 1981 

To Press ........................ May 15, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 13, 1984 

Impressions ........................ 1,581,000 

Maximum PNCs .............. 28,458,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 10, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 15.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,162,000 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.00 $ 6.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 825.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

I F18-5®~ ~I 
Plate 5 39730-5 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ............................ May, 1981 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press .......................... June 9, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 13, 1984 

Impressions ........................ 1 ,389,000 

Maximum PNCs .............. 25,002,000* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Jun. 9, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 15.00 D 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,778,000 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $ 4.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 275.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

Note: FDCs bearing 18¢ Flag coil 
stamps with plate 5 exist even though 
the deadline for servicing FDCs ex
pired on June 9, 1981, the first reported 
date to press for this plate. 

I F18-6®~ 
Plate 6 39861-6 

Rolls of 100 and 500 
A . d ss1gne ............................ Aug. 1981 

C T d ert1 1e ........................ Sept. 9, 1981 

To Press ......................... Sept. 9, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 18, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 491 ,500 

Maximum PNCs ................ 8,847,000* 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 26, 1981 

Used on Cover ......... $ 2250.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP' s report of 936 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 800.00 2,375.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .... 2,400.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ...... 3,500.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



Note: FDCs bearing 18¢ Flag coil 
stamps with forged plate numbers sim
ulating plate 6 exist. No genuine FDCs 
with plate number 6 are known. See 
Ken Lawrence, Linn's Stamp News, 

Feb. 8, 1988. Forged used singles have 
also been reported. 

An "emblem" label, replicating the flag 
shown on the stamp, was used to seal 
the cellophane wrapper that encased 
new, 500-stamp rolls of the 18¢ Flag 
coil. Coil wrapper labels-similar in de
sign to this one, but different in size
were used to seal1 00- and 3,000-stamp 
rolls. The label from the 3, 000-stamp 
coil is considered extremely scarce. 

Plate 7 39868-7 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ............................ Aug. 1981 

Certified ...................... Sept. 15, 1981 

To Press ............................ : ..... N. A. • 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 18, 1982 

Impressions ........................ 1,198,500 

Maximum PNCs .............. 21,573,000* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 21, 1981 

Used on Cover t ..... $ 2,500.00 c=J 
• BEP' s reported date of Sept. 9, 1981 
(in the September 1981 report) is be
lieved to be in error. 

* This total was calculated using BEP's 
report of 936 stamps per "sheet." 

t This plate number had minimal dis
tribution before Nov. 1, 1981, when the 
18¢ rate increased to 20¢. Expertizing 
is recommended for first-class usage 
covers and purple machine cancels. 

Lone Star Gas Company 

Post Office Box 220133 

Dallas, Texas 75262 

Flag Coil Stamps, 18¢ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $32.00 $ 33.00 C:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 34.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 36.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Plate 8 39903-8 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Sept. 1981 

Certified .......................... Oct. 5, 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 18, 1982 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

llltllltumlllll •• l n .... t ... t .. fll.l.lnltlltll.lmllll 

This is the only reported cover with an 18¢ Flag coil stamp showing sleeve number 7 postally used during 
the 18¢ first ounce, first-class letter rate. The 18¢ rate was in effect from March 22, 1981, until November 
1, 1981. The cover was canceled on October 21, 1981. (From the collection of Rob Washburn.) 
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20¢ Flag over the 
Supreme Court 

Designer ............................ Dean Ellis 
New York, New York 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Typographer .................... none listed 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue dates: 

Tagged ....................... Dec. 17, 1981 
Washington, DC (no ceremony) 

Precanceled .................. July 9, 1984 
Washington, DC (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ B Press (70 1) 
C Press (90 1 ) 
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Plate sizes: .. 18 rows of 52 stamps (B) 
20 rows of 48 stamps (C) 

18 rows of 48 stamps (C)§ 

Plate number intervals: 

B Press: 52 stamps without joint line 
(Plate numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, 11, 13, 14) 

C Press: 48 stamps without joint line 
(Plate numbers 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12) 

Ink colors: ........ Red, blue, and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

B Press: 18.2mm wide x 21.1 mm high 
C Press: 15.6mm wide x 20.6mm high 

Roll sizes: ........... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 

B Press: 
Tagged (rolls of 500) ............ 0716 
Precanceled (rolls of 500) .... P716 

C Press (size not specified) ..... N716 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 

Tagged (all sizes) ..... Oct. 31, 1985 ..&. 

Precanceled ................. Oct. 31, 1985 

§ Existence of this plate size ( 18 x 48 
subjects) was discovered by Ken 
Lawrence. For more information, see 
his report, "20F7'' in The Plate Number, 
September 1991. 

..&. 20¢ Flag stamps were officially put 
back on sale after the April 1988 rate 
mcrease. 

The 20¢ Flag over the Supreme 
Court, issued in Washington, DC, on 
December 17, 1981, was the second 
coil stamp to picture the USA flag and 
contain a small sleeve (plate) number 
within the stamp's design. The stamp 
shows the flag outstretched from a 
flagpole w~th a portion of the United 
States Supreme Court building (located 
in Washington, DC) shown below. 
James Earle Fraser's statue, Con
templation of Justice, which sits to the 
left of the stairs that lead into the Su
preme Court building, is featured on the 
stamp. The statue is a seated figure 
(which represents the courts) holding a 

smaller statue of the allegorical repre
sentation of justice, which stands 
blindfolded. 

The 20¢ Flag over the Supreme Court 
design was simultaneously issued in a 
regular post office pane (sheet) format 
and in $1.20, $2.00, and $4.00 book
lets. 

The tagged version of the 20¢ Flag 
coil stamp was issued to meet the first 
ounce, first-class letter rate that was in 
effect from November 1, 1981, through 
February 16, 1985. The tagged coil was 
produced on two separate three-color 
intaglio presses: the B press and the C 
press. Both presses are very similar 
except for the size of the printing 
sleeves that they use. The B press 
printing sleeve holds 936 definitive
size stamp subjects-52 stamps around 
the circumference and 18 rows across, 
producing one sleeve number that re
peats every 52 stamps on the coil. The 
C press sleeve holds 864 or 960 de
finitive-size stamps-48 stamps around 
the circumference of the sleeve and 18 
or 20 rows across, thus producing one 
number that repeats every 48 stamps. 
Each plate number for this issue is 
unique to either of the two presses. The 
20¢ Flag was the first issue produced on 
the BEP's then new Goebel C press. 

The block tagging that was applied to 
the stamps varies slightly between the 
two presses, and therefore can be used 
to differentiate the unnumbered stamps. 
The block tagging of the B press meas
ures approximately 18.2 millimeters 
wide by 21.1 millimeters high. On the 
C press version, the block tagging 
measures approximately 15.6 milli
meters wide by 20.6 millimeters 
high-noticeably narrower than the B 
press tagging blocks. 

In 1982, the 20¢ Flag over the Su
preme Court was the first coil to appear 
in clear plastic bubble packs, replacing 
the cellophane wrapping that was 
sealed with plain or imprinted labels. 
Bubble packs have since become the 
standard packaging for letter-rate coils 
of 100 stamps. 



An untagged, Bureau precanceled 
version of the 20¢ Flag over the Su
preme Court was released on July 9, 
1984. The precanceled version did not 
meet a special postal requirement other 
than the first ounce, first-class letter 

rate. It was used on large quantity 
mailings to avoid the post office can
celation process and expedite the de
livery of the letters. 

The precanceled 20¢ Flag was pro
duced only on the B press using sleeve 
14, which was also used earlier to pro
duce tagged stamps. The two hor
izontal precanceling bars were applied 
using the same routed-out tagging cyl
inder that was manufactured for the II¢ 
Caboose precancel (Tli-IP) press runs. 
The precancel bars are continuous 
without the usual precancel gaps. 

The 20¢ Flag coil stamp (tagged and 
precanceled) was officially withdrawn 

from philatelic sale on October 31, 
1985. The tagged version was tem
porarily placed back on general sale af
ter the rate increases of April 3, 1988, to 
meet the new rate for the added ounce 
for first-class letters. The coils did not, 
however, return as a philatelic sales 
item. 

I F20-1 ®""' 

Plate 1 (B Press) 39971-1 

Rolls of 1 00; 500; and 3,000. 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 5, 1981 

Certified ...................................... N. A. 

To Press ........................ Nov. II, 1981 

Mar. 22, 1984 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 3, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 1,352,750 

Maximum PNCs .............. 24,349,500* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Jan. 2, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,705,500 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.25 $5.25 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 83.00 c=J 
Imperforatet .................... N. A. c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ...... .'N. A. c=J 
t Only one imperforate PS3 and one 
PS2 have been reported. 

I F20-2 ®""' §C] 

Plate 2 (B Press) 40028-2 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000. 

Assigned ............................ Dec. 1981 

Certified .......................... Jan. 7, 1982 

To Press ......................... Jan. 16, 1982 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 24, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 3,487,375 

Maximum PNCs .............. 62,772,750* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 2, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c=J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 6,974,750 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Note: FDCs bearing 20¢ Flag coil 
stamps with sleeve number 2 exist even 
though the deadline for servicing FDCs 
expired prior to the first reported date 
to press for this sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS l) ... $ .35 $ 6.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... l 0.50 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 375.00 c=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: Some rolls from plate 2 exhibit 
a doubling of the image at 2L in the 
halyard, and at 1 R in "USA 20¢. " This 
doubling is believed to be caused by a 
re-entry of the designfrom the transfer 
roll because of the consistency in the 

Flag Coil Stamps, 20¢ 

doubling and the location. For more 
information see Tim Lindemuth, The 
Plate Number, May 1987. 

Detail of doubling at 2L 

Detail of doubling at 1 R 

Note: Some rolls exhibit a consistent 
plate flaw at 7L, and doubling at 6L and 
5L. See Tim Lindemuth, The Plate 
Number, July 1988. APS11 showing all 
three varieties is estimated at $23.00. 

"Flying footprints" at 7L 

.uSA. 
20c 

Detail of doubling at 6L 
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._I F_20_-3_®_~ __ ~____,' I I F20-4 ®~ 
Plate 3 (B Press) 40064-3 

Rolls of 100 and 500 

Assigned .............................. Jan. 1982 

Certified .......................... Feb. 1, 1982 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ........................ Mar. 6, 1984 

Impressions ........................ 3,387,750 

Maximum PNCs .............. 60,979,500* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 18, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c:::=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 6,775,500 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .35 $ 3.70 c:::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c:::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.50 c:::=J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 375.00 c:::=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c:::=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::=J 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the Supreme Court appears in slate
blue instead of the normal black. This 
variety was caused by ink contamina
tion. See Tim Lindemuth, The United 
States Specialist, August 1987. 

An "emblem" coil wrapper label, 
modeled directly from the 18¢ Flag 
label, was used to seal rolls of 500 
20¢ Flag stamps from sleeves 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, and 6. 
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Plate 4 (C Press)§ 40165-4 

Rolls of 1 00; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ............................ Mar. 1982 

Certified ........................ Apr. 13, 1982 

To Press ........................ Oct. I, 1982t 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 24, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 3,127,316 

Maximum PNCs .............. 56,291,688* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jun. 30, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c:::=J 

§ See the note ( §) on page 1-6. 

t This date cannot be the first date to 
press for plate 4. Stamps from this plate 
exist on covers with earlier cancelation 
dates. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 6,254,632 impressions 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $ 43.00 c:::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 48.00 c:::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 750.00 c:::=J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 450.00 c:::=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::=J 

F20-5®~ 

Plate 5 (B Press) 40194-5 

Rolls of 500 
Assigned ............................. Apr. 1982 

Certified .. , ...................... May 7, 1982 

To Press .......................... May 8, 1982 

Apr. 20, 1984 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 24, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 5,650,950 

Maximum PNCs ............ 101,717,100* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jun. 19, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c:::=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 11,301,900 impres
sions for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $ 3.75 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 D 
Imperforate (PS4) .......... 345.00 c:::=J 
Untagged Error (PS5) ...... N. A. c:::=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::=J 
Black omitted Errort . I ,750.00 D 

t This error was produced when the 
black ink fountain ran dry. It was orig
inally discovered in 1983 in the San 
Diego, California, area. Due to the 
missing black ink, plate numbers must 
be recognized by the embossed im
pression. Aztec Stamp Co. prepared 
seven covers with this error. For more 
information, see The Transportation 
Coils and Other Plate Number Coil Is
sues by Joseph Agris, M.D., page 243. 

Black-omitted color error 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the Supreme Court appears in slate
blue instead of the normal black. This 
variety was caused by ink contamina
tion. See Tim Lindemuth, The United 
States Specialist, September 1986. A 
PS5 of this variety is estimated at 
$2,000.00. 



Flag Coil Stamps, 20¢ 

L..-F_2_0-_6_®_~ __ ------ll I F20-8 ®~ Note: A color variety exists in which 
the Supreme Court appears in brick-red 
instead of the normal black. This va
riety was caused by ink contamination. 
It is not known if numbered strips of five 
exist (est. $3,000 for PS3 ). See Stephen 
G. Esrati, "Detective work tracks down 
scarce coils," Linn's Stamp News, 
January 20, 1986. 

Plate 6 ( C Press)§ 40206-6 

Rolls of I 00 and 500 

Assigned ............................. May 1982 

Certified ....................... May 19, 1982 

To Press ......................... Jun. 16, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 13, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 992,297 

Maximum PNCs .............. 17,861,337* 

Earliest Known Use ....... Jul. 27, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 

§ See the note(§) on page 1-6. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,984,593 impressions 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $ 75.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 76.00 c=J 
Strip offive (PS5) ......... 155.00 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 850.00 c=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: Forged used singles are known. 

Plate 7 (C Press)§ 40267-7 

~ Never available 

Assigned ............................. July 1982 

,-. Certified .................................... Never 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 18, 1982 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

§ See the note ( §) on page 1-6. 

Plate 8 (C Press) 40364-8 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 3, 1982 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press ........................ Jul. 29, 1983t 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 3, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 7,769,931 

Maximum PNCs ............ 155,398,610* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 13, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c=J 
t This date cannot be the first date to 
press for plate 8. Stamps from this plate 
exist on covers with earlier cancelation 
dates. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 15,539,861 impres
sions for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $ 4.50 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 c:=J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 120.00 c=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 225.00 c=J 
Imperf/untagged ............... N. A. c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the Supreme Court appears in slate
blue instead of the normal black (est. 
$1,500 for PS5). This variety was 
caused by ink contamination. See Tim 
Lindemuth, The United States Special
ist, September 1986. 

In early 1982, the BEP began 
sealing rolls of 100 stamps in hard 
plastic "bubble packs," which 
rendered the cellophane packaging 
and printed coil wrapper labels for 
rolls of 100 stamps (like the one 
shown above) obsolete. The 
pertinent coil information was, 
instead, embossed in the bottom of 
the plastic container. 

A variety exists in which diagonal purple lines appear on the gum side of the 
stamps (see the above illustration). The lines were applied by the BEP 
using a spray unit mounted on the C press affecting only nine of the 20 rows 
of stamps in the printed web. The spray unit was used on an experimental 
basis to mark stamps to be culled for destruction. Bob Jacobson, a dealer 
from Ohio, originally reported that the diagonal lines were found on a strip 
of fifty stamps printed from plate B. For more information, see Charles 
Yeager, The United States Specialist, Volume 63, No. 2, pp.63-5, February 
1992. (Photo courtesy of Joann Lenz) 
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IF20-9~ 
Plate 9 (C Press) 40407-9 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ......................... Nov. 1982+ 

Certified ....................... Dec. 10, 1982 

To Press ........................ Dec. 10, 1982 

Dec. 6, 1984 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 27, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 6,427,270 

Maximum PNCs ............ 128,545,400* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 11, 1983 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 

+ This information was calculated by 
the Plate Number Coil Study Group. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 12,854,540 impres
sions for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $3.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 150.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ...... 250.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Black Union Error (PS5)t N. A. CJ 

t This error was confirmed by the BEP 
to be an "error of color," which oc
curred when black ink was mistakenly 
loaded into the blue ink fountain. This 
resulted in the union (field of stars) of 
the flag being printed in black ink in
stead of the normal blue. No mint ex
amples have been reported. A used pair 
from sleeve 9 exists with the plate 
number on the right stamp. Another 
used single was found in a mixture, 
which is tied to a piece by a violet-black 
United Way slogan cancel. On all re
ported examples, the field of the flag 
was lightly printed, which makes the 
black ink appear gray. For more in
formation, see Wayne L Youngblood, 
Linn's Stamp News, May 11, 1992. 
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Note: Examples with faint plate num
bers are believed to be from the second 
printing. 

I F20-10 

Plate 10 (C Press) 40816-10 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ............................ Dec. 1983 

Certified ....................... Dec. 19, 1983 

To Press ........................ Dec. 20, 1983 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 27, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 1,786,325 

Maximum PNCs ............. .35,726,490* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 7, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,572,649 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .35 $3.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 200.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 400.00 CJ 
Untagged Error ................. 0.00 CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

· "Illinois Shift'' 
Smm color shift of blue into stripes 

Note: A 5mm color shift resulted in the 

variety where a portion of the stripes in 
the flag (to the right of the field of stars) 
were printed in blue ink. Six rolls were 
found in Danville, Illinois. One cover is 
known with a plate number (est. N. A.). 

I F20-11 

Plate 11 (B Press) 40849-11 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned .............................. Jan. 1984 

Certified ......................... Mar. I, 1984 

To Press ........................... not reported 

Canceled ......................... Oct. I , 1984 

Impressions ........................... 765,000 

Maximum PNCs ............. .13,770,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 20, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of936 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.25 $ 8.75 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 10.50 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6)t ........... N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

t Only five imperforate numbered 
strips have been reported. 

I F20-12 

Plate 12 ( C Press) 40878-12 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1984 

Certified ......................... Mar. 7, 1984 

To Press .......................... Mar. 7, 1984 

Apr. 19, 1984 

Dec. 14, 1984 
Canceled ........................ Jan. 17, 1985 
Impressions ........................ 3,459,506 

Maximum PNCs .............. 69, 190, 120* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jun. 12, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 6,919,012 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 



used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .90 $ 4.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.00 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ....... l ,000.00 c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

j F20-13 

Plate 13 (B Press) 40887-13 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ............................ Mar. 1984 

Certified ....................... Mar. 14, 1984 

To Press ........................ Mar. 22, 1984 

Canceled ........................ Mar. 8, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 2,163,915 

Maximum PNCs .............. 38,950,470* 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 12, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 4,327,830 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ .85 $ 2.90 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 950.00 c=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6)t ....... N. A. c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
t Only one strip reported. 

I F20-14 

Plate 14 (B Press) 40944-14 

Rolls of 100 and 500 
Assigned ....................... Apr. 27, 1984 

Certified ............................... unknown 

To Press ........................ May 21, 1984 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 26, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 1,508,476 
1,461,468 (Tagged) 

Maximum PNCs .............. 26,306,424* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 26, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,016,951 (tagged and 
precanceled) impressions for 468 
stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ 2.45 $ 3.30 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6)t ..... 1,450.00 c=J 
Untagged Error ................. 0.00 c=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

t Four imperforate numbered strips of 
6 and two shorter strips have been re
ported. 

USA 
20c 

The "Q line" consistent plate flaw on 
numbered stamp 

Note: A consistent plate flaw, known as 
the "Q line," appears on the numbered 
stamp of some rolls from plate 14. The 
flaw appears as a short diagonal line 
located at the 7 o'clock position on the 
"0" in the denomination. The "Q line" 
flaw is known on both the tagged and 
precanceled versions of plate 14. A 
tagged PS5 showing this variety is es
timated at $30.00. A precanceled PS5 
showing this variety is estimated at 
$115.00. (See the illustration on this 
page.) 

Flag Coil Stamps, 20¢ 

I F20-14P 

Plate 14 (B Press) 40944-14 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See the production data for F20-14. 

To Press ······~·················May 21, 1984 
Maximum PNCs .................. 255,780* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 24, 1986 

Used on Cover ..................... unknown 

* This total was calculated using in
formation obtained by Tim Lindemuth 
directly from the Postal Service. This 
source stated that the USPS originally 
received 44 million precanceled 20¢ 
Flag coil stamps, but 30.7 million were 
destroyed. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $46.50 $47.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 49.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 58.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: Forged precancel lines exist on 
plate-numbered strips of tagged stamps. 
Genuine examples of the precanceled 
20¢ Flag coil stamp were not produced 
with tagging. Precancel forgeries can 
be detected by checking for tagging by 
exposing strips to short-wave ultra
violet light. 

Plate 15 (B Press) 41131-15 
Never available. 
Assigned ............................. Oct. 1984 

Certified .................................... Never 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ............................. Oct. 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 
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22¢ Flag over 
the Capitol 

Designer .................. Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Art Director ...... Leonard E. Buckley 
BEP 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Typographer .................... none listed 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Issue date ................. March 29, 1985 
Washington, DC 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ B Press (701) 
C Press (90 1) 
D Press (902) 

Plate sizes: . 18 rows of 52 stamps (B) 
20 rows of 48 stamps (C and D) 

Plate number intervals: 

B Press: 52 stamps (Plate numbers: 2, 
4, 6, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 21) 

C and D Press: 48 stamps 
(Plate numbers: 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 11, 
12, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 22) 

Ink colors: ........ Red, blue, and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

1-12 

Roll sizes: ........... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 

B Press (rolls of 100) ............... 0770 
B Press (rolls of 500) ............... 0771 
C Press (rolls of I 00) ............... N771 

Withdrawn from sale date 

All roll sizes ........ February 28, 1989 

The 22¢ Flag over the Capitol coil 
stamp was the third coil stamp to fea
ture the USA flag and contain a small 
sleeve (plate) number within the 
stamp's design. It was issued on March 
29, 1985, at a ceremony held in the 
Congressional Caucus Room of the 
Cannon House Office Building in 
Washington, DC. On that same day, 
the Postal Service also issued a regular 
post office pane (sheet) stamp, using 
the same design as the coil stamp, and 
a commemorative-sized booklet stamp 
that featured an expanded version of the 
design. Although the three stamps 
shared the same issue date, only the coil 
and sheet stamps had their first day of 
issue in Washington, DC. The Postal 
Service issued the booklet stamp in 
Waubeka, Wisconsin, in recognition of 
the first observance of Flag Day. 

Similar 22¢ flag designs were also 
issued in sheet format (top) and 

booklet format (bottom). 

All three formats of this stamp show 
the USA flag waving above the dome 
of the Capitol building, with a portion 
of Washington, DC, represented in the 
background. Because of the size lim
itations of coil and sheet formats, these 
two designs do not include the House 
and Senate wings of the Capitol build
ing and the flagpole that appear on the 
booklet stamp. 

The 22¢ denomination met the new 
first ounce, first -class letter rate that 
took effect on February 17, 1985. The 
new flag stamps were intended to re
place the nondenominated "D" con
tingency stamp. 

The 22¢ Flag over the Capitol coil 
stamp was only issued as a tagged 
stamp, with the block of phosphor ap
plied over the printed design. During 
the life of this issue, 21 printing sleeves 
(plates) were used. Sleeves numbered 
2, 4, 6, 10, 13, 14, 15 16, and 21 were 
prepared with 936 subjects (18 rows 
high and 52 stamps in circumference) 
for use on the B press. Sleeves num
bered 1,3,5, 7,8, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19,20, 
and 22 were prepared for use on the C 
or D presses, both of which use the 
same size printing sleeve, and had 960 
subjects (20 rows high and 48 stamps in 
circumference). Other than the sleeve 
size, the three presses that produced the 
22¢ Flag coil are very similar. The 22¢ 
Flag has the distinction of being the 
first coil stamp produced on the BEP' s 
D press, which can print six colors by 
the offset process and three colors using 
the intaglio process. 

Following the April 3, 1988, rate in
crease, the 22¢ Flag coil stamp met no 
new rate and was officially withdrawn 
from philatelic sale on February 28, 
1989. However, in a report released in 
January, 1989, the USPS stated that 
953,924,000 22¢ Flag coils were 
stocked in its vaults for possible use to 
meet future postal rates. 



I F22-1 ~I 
Plate 1 (C Press) 41146-1 

(!"" Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Dec. 9, 1984 

,., To Press ........................... Jan. 9, 1985 

Jan. 18, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 22, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 2,660,313 

Maximum PNCs ............. .53,206,250* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 8, 1985t 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 c::=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 5,320,625 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 
t Stamps from this plate were pre
maturely released by the post office in 
Huntington, NY, almost two weeks be
fore the official first day of issue. 

used mint 

· Single (PSI) .. $ .25 $ 8.00 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 10.75 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 14.00 c::=J 
Imperforate (PS5) .......... 775.00 c::=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS5) ...... 775.00 c::=J 
Untagged Error (PS5) ....... N. A. c::=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::=J 

Note: Eighteen stamps have been re
ported having black ink smeared totally 
across the stamps with a red streak 
across the center (est. N.A.). 

r • 

• • 
"Plane over the capital" variety 

Note: A constant plate variety, known 
as "Plane over the capital," appears on 

position 1 R of some rolls from sleeve 1. 
For more information see William 
Hatton, Linn's Stamp News, May 27, 
1985. (estimated value $12.50) 

I F22-2 

Plate 2 (B Press) 41147-2 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ...................... Dec. 17, 1984 

To Press ........................... Jan. 7, 1984 

Jan. 15, 1985 

Flag Coil Stamps, 22¢ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
22¢ Flag over the Capitol stamps. 

Mar. 13, 1985 F22-3 
Canceled ....................... July 14, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 5,515,173 
Maximum PNCs .............. 99,273,123* Plate 3 (C Press) 174008-3 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 15, I985 

Used on Cover ............... $0.50 c::=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 11,030,347 impres
sions for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .35 $2.90 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.40 c::=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............. N. A. c::=J 
Imperforate (PS3) .......... 175.00 c::=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ......... N. A. c::=J 
Untagged Error (PS5) ....... N. A. c::=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::=J 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the Capitol appears in slate-blue in
stead of the normal black. This variety 
was caused by ink contamination (est. 
N. A.). 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 22, 1985 

To Press ........................ Apr. 29, 1985 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 890,949 

Maximum PNCs .............. 17 ,818,980* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 13, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,78I,898 impressions 

for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $ 12.00 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.50 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 58.00 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ....... 1,250.00 D 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ... 1,250.00 D 
Untagged Error (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
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I F22-4 

Plate 4 (B Press) 174057-4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 26, 1985 

To Press ........................ June 11, 1985 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 26, 19.87 

Impressions ........................ 1,637,677 

Maximum PNCs .............. 29,478,186* 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 24, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.50 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,275,354 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $3.90 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 200.00 CJ 
Untagged Error (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

FLAG OVER THE CAPITOL 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the Capitol appears in slate-blue in
stead of the normal black. This variety 
was caused by ink contamination. See 
William Hatton, "Basics & Beyond" 
Linn's Stamp News, May 19, 1986. A 
PS5 of this variety is estimated at 
$750.00. Used singles on cover, with
out plate numbers, have sold for $4.00. 

I F22-5 ®%' ~ I 
Plate 5 (C Press) 174449-5 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... June 14, 1985 

To Press ........................... July 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 19, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 3,408,948 

Maximum PNCs .............. 68, 178,960* 

Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 6, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.50 CJ 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 6,817,896 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

The flag and the Capitol Building of the ~ 
United State• represent a government of the ""' 
people, by the people, and for the people. 
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .30 $ 3.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.00 D 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 775.00 D 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ......... N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

"The missing cupola" inking variety 

Note: An inconsistent inking variety, 
known as "The missing cupola, " exists 
on some rolls from sleeve 5. The variety 
was caused by the misregistration of the 
black inking roller. (Estimated value is 
not available). 

This is the only reported FDC bearing a 22¢ Flag coil stamp with sleeve number 5. The first reported date 
to press for this sleeve did not occur until the deadline for servicing FDCs had expired. The inset shows 
an enlargement of the plate number on the stamp. (From the collection of Larry Graf.) 
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I F22-6 

Plate 6 (B Press) 175045-6 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... July 31, 1985 

To Press ........................ Nov. 18, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 13, 1985 

Impressions ............................. 28,018 

Maximum PNCs .................. 504,324* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 15, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 50.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 56,036 impressions for 
468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $7.20 $7.25 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ............. N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Note: Although sleeve 6 had the lowest 
total of impressions for any PNC up to 
its time and a geographically limited 
distribution (Texas, South Carolina, 
and Florida), mint strips of number 6 
are not scarce due to the discovery and 
purchase of a huge quantity of rolls of 
3,000 from the Houston, Texas, area. 

Note: A consistent variety, known as 
the "Flying saucer over the Capitol," 
exists on some rolls from sleeve 6 at 
position 2R. A PS5 showing this variety 
is estimated at $15.00. 

"Flying saucer over the Capitol" variety 

I F22-7 

Plate 7 (CorD Press) 175582-7 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ............................. Oct. 1985 

Issued ............................ Oct. 28, 1985 

To Press ................................... ? 1985 
Aug.4, 1986t 

Canceled ...................... Mar. 30, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 920,557 

Maximum PNCs ............. 18,411,140* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 23, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.50 CJ 

t This is the only date to press reported 
by the BEP. This date cannot be the 
first date to press for plate 7. Stamps 

from this plate exist on covers with 
earlier cancelation dates. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,841,114 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .35 $8.35 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 12.50 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 350.00 c::=:J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ......... N. A. c::=:J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 CJ 

I F22-8 

Plate 8 (CorD Press) 175624-8 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

To Press ...................... Apr. 27, 1987t 

Canceled ......................... Feb. 5, 1988 

Impressions ........................ 4,586,516 

Maximum PNCs ............. 91,730,320* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 12, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.50 CJ 
t This is the only date to press reported 
by the BEP. This date cannot be the 

Flag Coil Stamps, 22¢ 

first date to press for plate 8. Stamps 
from this plate exist on covers with 
earlier cancelation dates. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 9,173,032 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .35 $ 2.40 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 425.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ......... N. A. c::=:J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Note: A completely formed upper por
tion of the plate number is less common 
than the broken loop variety, and be
lieved to signify that the strip is from the 
earlier printing. 

Black color Error 

Rolls of 100 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ..................... unknown 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... N. A. N. A. r=J 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. c::=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... N. A. CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t This error was confirmed by the BEP 
to be an "error of color," which oc

curred when black ink was mistakenly 
loaded into the blue ink fountain. This 
resulted in the union (field of stars) of 
the flag being printed in black ink in
stead of the normal blue. For more in
formation, see Stamp Collector, April 
29, 1989, and Linn's Stamp News, May 
1, 1989. Only two numbered strips 
have been reported. 
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Plate 9 (B Press) I75860-9 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Dec. I8, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Jan.I4,I986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

F22-1 0 ~: 
Plate 10 (B Press) I75938-IO 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ........................ Jan. I5, I986 

To Press ........................ Feb. 20, I986 

Canceled ........................ Dec. 9, I986 

Impressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I, 781,203 

Maximum PNCs ............. 32,061,654* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 31, I986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.50 c=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,562,406 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .40 $3.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.80 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... I75.00 c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: FDCs bearing 22¢ Flag coil 
stamps with sleeve number 10 exist 
even though the deadlinefor servicing 
FDCs expired prior to the first reported 
date to press for this sleeve. The va
lidity of these covers as FDCs is ques
tionable. 
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I F22-11 

Plate 11 (C Press) I76208-11 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 13, I986 

To Press ........................ Mar. 3I, I986 

Canceled ......................... Feb. 2, I987 

Impressions ........................ I,572,466 

Maximum PNCs ............. 3I,449,320* 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 7, I986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.75 c=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,I44,932 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .85 $7.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.25 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............. N. A. c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 c=J 

Note: A re-entry of the plate number 
often yields a smudged appearance be
tween and around the digits. 

I F22-12 

Plate 12 (C or D Press) 
I76834-I2 

Rolls of IOO 

Assigned ....................... June 12, I986 

To Press ........................ June 24, 1986 
Canceled ........................ Mar. 6, I987 

Impressions ........................ 4,107,896 

Maximum PNCs ............. 82,I57,9IO* 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 25, I986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.50 c=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 8,215,79I impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .45 $2.75 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 175.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 c=J 

I F22-13 

Plate 13 (B Press) 176842-13 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... June 12, 1986 

To Press ........................ Oct. 22, 1986 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 13, 1986 

Impressions ............................ 116,214 

Maximum PNCs ............... 2,091,852* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 30, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 232,428 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $9.00 $ Il.OO CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 14.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6)t .......... N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 c::::::::J 

t Only one imperforate plate number 
strip has been reported. 

~ 
l 



I F22-14 

Plate 14 (B Press) 177371-14 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Oct. 24, 1986 

To Press .......................... Nov. 5, 1986 

Canceled ....................... July 11, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 136,312 

Maximum PNCs ............... 2,453,616* 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 6, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 272,624 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

I F22-15 

Plate 15 (B Press) 177550-15 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ........................ Dec. 5, 1986 

To Press ........................ Feb. 20, 1987 

Canceled ....................... July II, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 461 ,054 

Maximum PNCs ............... 8,298,972* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 12, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 922,108 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $20.50 $23.50 c::::::::J Single (PSI) .. $2.20 $2.80 c::::::::J 
~ Strip of three (PS3) ......... 25.00 c::::::::J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 c::::::::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ........... 26.50 c::::::::J Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.20 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

r' 

Commercially used single of the 22¢ 
Flag over the Capitol coil stamp with 
sleeve number 14 completely on top 

Note: The above image was photo
graphically cropped from the only re
ported commercial cover showing 
sleeve number 14 completely on top. 
The cover is canceled Washington, DC, 
June 22, 1987. (From the collection of 
Rob Washburn.) 

Imperforate (PS6) ....... l, l 00.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6)t ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
U ntagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
t All known examples of this error 
have the sleeve numbers partially cut. 

IF22-16 

Plate 16 (B Press) 177592-16 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ...................... Dec. 12, 1986 

To Press ........................ Feb. 27, 1987 

Canceled ...................... Mar. 30, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 551,404 

Maximum PNCs ............... 9,925,272* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 29, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,102,808 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Flag Coil Stamps, 22¢ 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.40 $ 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

I F22-17 

Plate 17 (CorD Press) 
177684-17 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 13, 1987 

To Press ........................ Feb. 17, 1987 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 15, 1987 

Impressions ........................ 1,077,750 

Maximum PNCs ............. 21,555,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 25, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,155,500 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .50 $ 5.25 c::::::::J 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ........... 6.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 600.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ......... N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
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I F22-18 

Plate 18 (C or D Press) 
177806-18 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 19, 1987 

To Press ........................ Mar. 11, 1987 

Canceled ........................ Aug. 5, 1987 

Impressions ........................ 1,527,250 

Maximum PNCs ............. 30,545,000* 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .45 $ 3.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 350.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 28, 1987 I 
Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 c::::::::J L-F_2_2_-_2_0 ______ __. 
* This total was calculated using the 

BEP's report of 3,054,500 impressions Plate 20 (CorD Press) 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 177997 _ 20 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .50 $ 5.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 325.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ...... 850.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

I F22-19 

Plate 19 (C or D Press) 
177903-19 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 10, 1987 

To Press .......................... Apr. 9, 1987 

Canceled ....................... May 20, 1988 

Impressions ........................ 1,814,750 

Maximum PNCs ............. 36,295,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 14, 1987 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,629,500 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 
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Rolls of 100 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 27, 1987 

To Press .......................... Apr. 5, 1987 

Canceled ....................... July 11, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 551,404 

Maximum PNCs ............. 11,028,080* 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 3, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,102,808 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $5.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ....... 1,000.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

I F22-21 

Plate 21 (B Press) 178054-21 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 8, 1987 

To Press .......................... May I, 1987 

Canceled ....................... July 11, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 747,961 

Maximum PNCs ............. 13,463,298* 

Earliest Known Use ........ July 6, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 D 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,495,922 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 4.25 $ 4.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 D ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

I F22-22 

Plate 22 (C or D Press) 
178212-22 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... May 15, 1987 

To Press ........................ June 30, 1987 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 23, 1988 

Impressions ........................ 2,360,700 

Maximum PNCs ............. 47,214,000* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 11, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 D 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 4,721,400 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .50 $ 2.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.10 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.65 D 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 250.00 D 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ......... N. A. D 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 



22¢ Flag over the 
Capitol Test Coil 

Designer .................. Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Art Director ...... Leonard E. Buckley 
BEP 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Typographer .................... none listed 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 
Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 

BEP 

Issue date .................... May 23, 1987 
Secaucus, New Jersey 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Press ............................. C Press (90 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval ..... 48 stamps 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Ink colors: ........ Red, blue, and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......... Surface phosphor 
paper 

Roll sizes: .................... 100 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 100 ............................. 771T 

Withdrawn from sale date 
All roll sizes ............. Feb. 28, 1990t 

t In a report released in January 1989, 
the USPS stated that 204,000 22¢ Flag 
test coils were stocked in its vaults for 
possible use to meet future postal rates. 

On May 23, 1987, the Postal Service 
issued a special "test" stamp that began 
an experiment with the goal of reducing 
the estimated $200 million that is lost 
annually from the illegal reuse of post
age stamps. This test involved the new 
employment of a technology that the 
Postal Service had been using since the 
early 1960s. 

In August 1963, the Postal Service 
began successful experiments in Day
ton, Ohio, to test the effectiveness of 
new facing and cancelling machinery 
that was activated by stamps over
printed with a special coating or tag
gant. Taggant is a coating of lacquer
suspended phosphors that is nearly in
visible in ordinary light, but when ex
posed to short-wave ultraviolet light, 
the phosphors glow brightly and act as 
a trigger for the sensors of the high
speed postal machinery. This tech
nology of overprinting stamps with a 
phosphor coating proved to be a key 
development in the Postal Service's 
ability to process mail quickly. Since 
the successful testing, the Postal Ser
vice has issued almost all non
precanceled postage stamps with tag
gant, which activates automatic facer
canceler machines that can locate a 
stamp on an envelope, correctly posi
tion or "face" the envelope, and apply 
a cancelation. 

Although the lacquer-suspended 
phosphors contributed greatly to the 
Postal Service's ability to process the 
mail quickly, the coating began to con
tribute to a significant loss in revenue 
as first-class stamp denominations 
steadily increased. The increased face 
value of first-class stamps instigated an 
increase in the illegal "washing" or re
moval of postal cancelations from used 
stamps with the specific intent to de
fraud the government by reusing the 
stamps. The taggant, which was ap
plied over the printing ink, aided this 
illegal activity by acting as a barrier, 
preventing the cancelation ink from 
being absorbed by the paper. 

The 22¢ Flag over the Capitol test 

Flag Coil Stamps, 22¢ 

coil removed this lacquer barrier by us
ing paper that was manufactured with 
the phosphors in the paper. The special 
pre phospho red paper for this test stamp 
was manufactured by Harrison and 
Sons Ltd. of Buckinghamshire, Eng
land. This company was selected to 
supply the test paper because it had 
produced prephosphored paper for sev
eral other customers and was able to 
provide the necessary quantities more 
quickly than any American supplier. 

The stamp's design was the same as 
the then current 22¢ Flag over the Cap
itol coil stamp, except for the addition 
of a small, upper-case "T," which was 
centered at the base of the design. The 
"T" marked this stamp as a special test 
issue and made it possible to distinguish 
it from the common coil stamp. The 
plate numbered stamp also included the 
"T," incorporating it as a prefix. The 
"Tl" plate number repeated every 48 
stamps. 

I ! .. lif•i!~:p111Ut'.I~!J.!R~lftll: I 

A "T" is at the base of evety 22¢ Flag 
test coil 

The plate number, which repeats evety 
48 stamps, includes the 'T" as a prefix. 

Because the test stamps are not over
printed with the usual lacquer and 
phosphor coating, they appear notice
ably whiter than the regular 22¢ Flag 
stamps, and also have sharper, brighter 
ink colors. 

The 22¢ Flag over the Capitol test 
coil was issued at a ceremony at the 
NOJEX philatelic exposition held in 
Secaucus, New Jersey, with a ceremony 
program. The release of this stamp 
marked the first time since 1963 that the 
Postal Service acknowledged a test 
stamp variety with a full first-day-of
issue ceremony. 
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About I 00,000 of the test stamps 
were used in test mailings, and within 
a month after the experimental coils 
were issued, the Postal Service declared 
the test a success. 

JF22T-T1 

Plate Tl (C Press)§ 177777-TI 

Rolls of I 00 and 3,000 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1987 

Issued .............................. Feb. 6, 1987 

To Press ........................ Mar. 16, 1987 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 16, 1988 

Impressions ............................ 119,000 

Maximum PNCs .................. 384,615* 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 27, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.00 CJ 
* This is a "total" figure based on 
quantities actually shipped to the 
USPS. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.40 $ 3.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: Every stamp from this test print
ing has a small "T" in the bottom mar
gin, below the Capitol. The plate num
ber appears as "Tl" and repeats every 
48 stamps. 

Plate T (B Press) 178902-T 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Sept. 1987 

Issued ......................... Sept. 25, 1987 

To Press ....................... · ............. Never 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 22, 1988 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 
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FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

An official first-day-of-issue program (top) was produced for the 22¢ Flag 
over the Capitol Test Coil. A pair of stamps was affixed to the inside of each 
program. This pair (bottom) shows the "T1" plate number on the left stamp. 



23¢ Flag Presort 

Designer ............ Terrence McCaffrey 
USPS 

Art Director ......... Donald McDowell 
USPS 

Project Manager ..... Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Typographer ..... Terrence McCaffrey 
USPS 

~ 

'-~ 'E~~ 
~ ~ .

1 
Pneuted , 

: First·Ciass ' 

~ USA23 4 

Issue date .................... Sept. 27, 1991 
Washington, DC (no ceremony) 

Produced by ........... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press ........... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .......... 19 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
3 cylinder numbers preceeded by "A" 

Ink color ............ Blue, red, and black 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 ........................... 7920A 
Rolls of 3,000 ........................ 7921 A 

Withdrawn from sale date 
All roll sizes ............... June 19, 1993 

The 23¢ Flag Presort stamp was is
sued September 27, 1991, in Washing
ton, DC. Its simple design was the re
sult of an accelerated stamp develop
ment process, which resulted from the 
mass mailers' overwhelming dis
satisfaction with the 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
coil stamp from the Transportation Se
ries. Although the 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamp included the inscription "Addi
tional Presort Postage Paid," mass 
mailers argued that the low face value 
of the stamp gave the erroneous im
pression that they were receiving sub
stantial reductions in postage rates, 
even though they were paying 23¢ or 
more per piece. 

To expedite the process of designing 
and producing a new stamp, the design 
that was being used for the 29¢ Flag 
over Mt. Rushmore gravure coil was 
modified. First, the image of Mt. 
Rushmore (the brown cylinders) was 
removed and replaced with two lines of 
horizontal text, which read "Presorted 
First-Class." This wording was printed 
in the same blue that printed the field in 
the flag. Because of the added text, the 
blue cylinder had to be re-made. The 
red cylinders of the 29¢ gravure design, 
which printed the stripes in the flag, 
were reused, but a new black cylinder 
was needed to print the L-shaped 
frameline and the "USA 23." 

A side-by-side comparison clearly 
illustrates that the 23¢ Flag Presort 
borrowed the flag design from the 
29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore coil. 

The 23¢ denomination met the rate 
for first-class mail sorted to the carrier 
route. The Postal Service also allowed 
this stamp to be used as false franking 
for other categories of presorted first-

Flag Coil Stamps, 23¢ 

When using the 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamp, mass mailers were forced to 
endorse each piece of mail to en
sure proper handling. 

class mail that carried higher rates, with 
the mailer paying the difference at the 
time of mailing. These valid rates were: 
ZIP plus 4, bar-coded, 5-digit sort at 
23.3¢; ZIP plus 4, bar-coded, 3-digit 
sort at 23.9¢; ZIP plus 4 basic sort at 
24.2¢; and basic sort at 24.8¢. 

This new 23¢ "Presorted First-Class" 
Flag, with its bold wording, eliminated 
the need for mass mailers to mark each 
piece of mail with the proper endorse
ment. This endorsement was necessary 
when using the generic 10¢ Tractor 
Trailer coil. (See the illustration 
above.) 

The Postal Service had planned to is
sue the 23¢ Flag Presort stamp in rolls 
of 500, 3,000 and 10,000, but the 
10,000 size was never released. This 
makeshift stamp was replaced by the 
23¢ USA Presort coil the following 
year. 

STAMPS 
$115.00 

A coil wrapper label from a 
500-stamp roll of the 

23¢ Flag Presort. 
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F23PFC-A111 

Cylinder combination Alll 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ........................... 577,196 

Maximum PNCs ............. 10,966,724* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 29, 199I 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
ABN's report of24,050 impressions for 
the black "I" cylinder through March 
I992, which was only used in this cyl
inder combination. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.75 $ 2.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 c::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A c::::::::J 

I F23PFC-A112 

Cylinder combination A112 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 3I, I99I 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
celation and impressions for the cyl
inders used in this combination. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.20 $ 3. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A c::::::::J 
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I F23PFC-A 122 

Cylinder combination A122 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. I3, I992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
celation and impressions for the cyl
inders used in this combination. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.70 $3.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4. 75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

F23PFC-A212 

Cylinder combination A212 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.* 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 9, I991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
celation and impressions for the cyl
inders used in this combination. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.80 $2.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

I F23PFC-A222 ~ I 
Cylinder combination A222 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.* 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
celation and impressions for the cyl
inders used in this combination. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.45 $ 2.50 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::J 
Note: The red "2" of this cylinder 
combination exists in "thin" and "fat" 
varieties. The "thin" variety commands 
a 25¢ premium. 

I F23PFC-A333 

Cylinder combination A333 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ............................... N. A 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Sept. II, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 c:::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
celation and impressions for the cyl
inders used in this combination. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.20 $3.80 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.20 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::J 



23¢ USA Presort 
(ABN) 

Designer ........................... Lon Busch 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Art Director .............. Richard Sheaff 
CSAC 

Project Manager ..... Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ............................. Acitronics 
(division of George Schmitt Co., Inc.) 

Typographer ............. Richard Sheaff 
CSAC 

Issue date ...................... July 21, 1992 
Kansas City, Missouri (no ceremony) 

Produced by ........... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ...... 4-color Gravure 

Press ........... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .......... I9 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
4 cylinder numbers preceeded by "A" 

Ink colors: ..... Yellow, magenta, cyan, 
and black 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size ................................... I 0,000 

USPS item number ................ 7927 A 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

On July 2I, I992, the first version of 
the 23¢ USA Presort coil stamp was is
sued at Kansas City, Missouri. It was 
printed by Guilford Gravure for the 
American Bank Note Company 
(ABN). 

This stamp was issued to meet the 
desire of bulk mailers for .bright, col
orful stamps that featured non
controversial themes. The design and 
production of the 23¢ USA Presort 
stamp clearly met their demands. The 
stamp was printed using the gravure 
process, which allowed for a creative 
use of colors and blending-in contrast 
to the 3-color design limitations that 
exist when using the intaglio process. 

Although the Postal Service con
sidered this issue a "flag" stamp, the 
design varies greatly from the previous 
Flag coil stamps, which prominently 
displayed the USA flag filling the sky 
over a national monument or a scene 
from America. Instead, the image of 
the flag is subtly presented as a re
flection in the chrome-like letters 
"USA." 

As with the 23¢ Flag Presort coil that 
it replaced, the 23¢ USA Presort coil 
paid the rate for first-class mail sorted 
to the carrier route. The Postal Service 
also allowed this stamp to be used by 
permit holders as false franking for 
categories of presorted first-class mail 
that carried higher rates, with the mailer 
paying the difference at the time of 
mailing. These valid rates were: ZIP 
plus 4, bar-coded, 5-digit sort at 23.3¢; 
ZIP plus 4, bar-coded, 3 digit sort at 
23.9¢; ZIP plus 4 basic sort at 24.2¢; 
and basic sort at 24.8¢. 

Originally, this stamp design was 
only produced in rolls of 10,000 stamps 
under a contract with ABN, but the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
(BEP) later produced rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. In I993, another 
I 0,000-stamp roll version was pro
duced by Stamp Venturers. All three 
versions of the 23¢ USA Presort stamp 
use the same basic design, but there are 
distinguishable characteristics betw.een 

Flag Coil Stamps, 23¢ 

each version. 
The ABN version has a dark blue 

background that gradually lightens as it 
runs from the top of the stamp to the 
bottom. This version was only pro
duced in rolls of 10,000 stamps, and has 
a 4-digit plate number (one digit for 
each color of ink used) that is preceded 
by an "A" to identify it as an ABN 
product. Although this stamp has dex
trin (or shiny) gum, it appears dull. 

For a description of the BEP version 
and the Stamp Venturers' version of the 
23¢ USA Presort coil stamp, tum to 
page 1-26 and 1-28, respectively. 

F23USA-A 1111 

Cylinder combination Allll 
Rolls of 10,000 
Impressions ......................... 500,866* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 9,516,454t 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through June 
1992. 

t This total was calculated using 
ABN's report of 500,866 impressions 
for each cylinder through June 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.00 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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F23USA-A2222 

Cylinder combination A2222 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. I4, I992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 [:=! 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.40 $3.00 [:=! 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 [:=! 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 [:=! 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I F23USA-A2232 

Cylinder combination A2232 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........................... . 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 [:=! 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.75 $3.50 [:=! 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 [:=! 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 [:=! 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

4' 10,000 
~ 

£! 23¢ 0 
(jl 

Cl:) 
STAMPS ~ 

~ $2,300.00 ~ 

~ ~ ~ ©USPS 1991 

ABN 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 10,000 23rt USA Presort stamps produced 
by the American Bank Note Company (ABN). 
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I F23USA-A2233 

Cylinder combination A2233 
Rolls of IO,OOO 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........................... . 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.75 $ 3.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I F23USA-A3333 

Cylinder combination A3333 
Rolls of 10,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.75 $3.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

~ 
I 



I F23USA-A4364 

Cylinder combination A4364 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.40 $3.30 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I F23USA-A4443 

Cylinder combination A4443 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.50 $ 3.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.40 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I F23USA-A4444 

Cylinder combination A4444 
Rolls of 10,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ......... : ......... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.00 $ 3.80 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c=J 

Flag Coil Stamps, 23¢ 

I F23USA-A4453 

Cylinder combination A4453 
Rolls of 10,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the USPS has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.80 $3.40 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.20 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.90 c=J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 

23¢ USA Presort Printing Data from ABN 

Ink Cylinder Certified To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Date Date Date 

Yellow I Apr. 8, 1992 Apr. 14, 1992 - 500,866* 
2 - - - -

3 - - - -

4 - - - -

Magenta I Apr. 8, 1992 Apr. 14, 1992 - 500,866* 
2 - - - -

3 - - - -

4 - - - -

Cyan I Apr. 8, 1992 Apr. 14, 1992 - 500,866* 
2 - - - -

3 - - - -
4 - - - -

5 - - - -

6 - - - -
Black I Apr. 8, 1992 Apr. 14, 1992 - 500,866* 

2 - - - -
3 - - - -
4 - - - -

* These are the total impressions reported through June 1992. 
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23¢ USA Presort 
(BEP) 

Designer ........................... Lon Busch 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Art Director .......... Richard D. Sheaff 
CSAC 

Project Manager ..... Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler : ............................ Acitronics 
(division of George Schmitt Co., Inc.) 

Typographer ......... Richard D. Sheaff 
CSAC 

Issue date ....................... Oct. 9, 1992 
Kansas City, Missouri (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process ...... 4-color Gravure 

Press ......................... Andreotti ( 60 1) 

Plate size .. . . . . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 24 stamps 
4 cylinder numbers-no prefix 

Ink colors: ......... Red, cyan, blue, and 
black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 .......................... 7925A 
Rolls of 3,000 ....................... 7926A 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 
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The second version of the 23¢ USA 
Presort coil stamp was issued in a 
3,000-stamp roll on October 9, 1992, in 
Kansas City, Missouri. It was printed 
by the Bureau of Engraving and Print
ing (BEP). 

As with the previous version pro
duced by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN), this version of the 
23¢ USA Presort coil stamp was issued 
to meet the desire of bulk mailers for 
bright, colorful stamps that featured 
non-controversial themes. The design .. -~ 
and production of the 23¢ USA Presort 
stamp clearly met their demands. The 
stamp was printed using the gravure 
process, which allowed for a creative 
use of colors and blending-in contrast 
to the three distinct color design lim
itations that exist when using the in
taglio process. 

Although the Postal Service con
sidered this issue a "flag" stamp, the 
design varies greatly from the previous 
Flag coil stamps, which prominently 
displayed the USA flag filling the sky 
over a national monument or a scene 
from America. Instead, the image of 
the flag is subtly presented as a re
flection in the chrome-like letters 
"USA." 

The 23¢ USA Presort coil paid the 
rate for first-class mail sorted to the 
carrier route. The Postal Service also 
allowed this stamp to be used by permit 
holders as false franking for categories 
of presorted first-class mail that carried 
higher rates, with the mailer paying the 
difference at the time of mailing. These 
valid rates were: ZIP plus 4, bar-coded, 
5-digit sort at 23.3¢; ZIP plus 4, bar
coded, 3 digit sort at 23.9¢; ZIP plus 4 
basic sort at 24.2¢; and basic sort at 
24.8¢. 

The BEP version was only produced 
in 500- and 3,000-stamp rolls. Orig
inally, this stamp design was only pro
duced in rolls of I 0,000 stamps through 
a contract with ABN. In 1993, another 
1 0,000-stamp roll version was pro
duced by Stamp Venturers. All three 
versions of the 23¢ USA Presort stamp 

use the same basic design, but there are 
distinguishable characteristics between 
each version. 

The BEP version-like the ABN 
version-has a 4-digit plate number; 
however, it does not have a letter prefix. 
(Letter prefixes have only been used to 
identify stamps produced outside the 
BEP.) The BEP version can be dis
tinguished by its uniformly dark-blue 
background. Its denomination numer
als are also shorter and broader than the 
ABN version. 

For a description of the ABN version 
and the Stamp Venturers' version of the 
23¢ USA Presort coil stamp, tum to 
page 1-23 and 1-28, respectively. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
23¢ USA Presort stamps. 



F23USA-1111 

Cylinder combination 1111 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 19, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 [=::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
these printing cylinders. 

~ ShinyGum 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $3.00 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 [=::J 

Tagged Error (PS6)t ........ N. A. [=::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

* This stamp should not be tagged. An 
unknown quantity was printed on paper 
that was lightly tagged. 

Dull Gum 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.90 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ................ unknown 

~ Number on top ..................... unknown 

Flag Coil Stamps, 23¢ 

23¢ USA Presort Printing Data from BEP 

Ink Cylinder Certified To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Date Date Date 

Red 1 - - - -
Cyan 1 - - - -

Blue 1 - - - -

Black 1 - - - -

No data has been provided for the BEP' s production of the 23¢ USA Presort stamp. 

3000 
/[1 23¢ ~ II STAMPS en 

\ 
PRfSOtlT£0 ~ 
FIRST·CLASS . 0 

~ $690.00 ~ 
., e>USPS1892 

PRECANCEU.ED 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 23¢ USA Presort stamps produced 
by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP). 
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23¢ USA Presort 
(Stamp Venturers) 

Designer ........................... Lon Busch 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Art Director .............. Richard Sheaff 
CSAC 

Project Manager ..... Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ............................. Acitronics 
(division of George Schmitt Co., Inc.) 

Typographer ............. Richard Sheaff 
CSAC 

Issue date ..................... May 14, 1993 
Denver, Colorado (no ceremony) 

Produced by ............ Stamp Venturers 
J. W. Fergusson & Sons 

Printing process ...... 3-color Gravure 

Press .................................. Champlain 

Plate size ......... 13 rows of 33 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 33 stamps 
3 cylinder numbers preceeded by "S" 

Ink colors: .......... Blue, red, and black 

Perforation gauge ......... 10 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size .................................... 1 0,000 

USPS item number ................ 7927R 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 
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On May 14, 1993, a third version of 
the 23¢ USA Presort coil stamp was is
sued in Denver, Colorado. This version 
was produced by Stamp Venturers in 
1 0,000-stamp rolls. 

As with the previous version pro
duced by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN) and the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing (BEP), this 
version of the 23¢ USA Presort coil 

stamp was issued to meet the desire of 
bulk mailers for bright, colorful stamps 
that featured non-controversial themes. 
The stamp was printed using the gra
vure process, which allowed for a crea
tive use of colors and blending-in 
contrast to the three distinct color de
sign limitations that exist when using 
the intaglio process. 

Although the Postal Service con
sidered this issue a "flag" stamp, the 
design varies greatly from the previous 
Flag coil stamps, which prominently 
displayed the USA flag filling the sky 
over a national monument or a scene 
from America. Instead, the image of 
the flag is subtly presented as a re
flection in the chrome-like letters 
"USA." 

The 23¢ USA Presort coil paid the 
rate for first-class mail sorted to the 
carrier route. The Postal Service also 
allowed this stamp to be used by permit 
holders as false franking for categories 

of presorted first-class mail that carried 
higher rates, with the mailer paying the 
difference at the time of mailing. These 
valid rates were: ZIP plus 4, bar-coded, 
5-digit sort at 23.3¢; ZIP plus 4, bar
coded, 3 digit sort at 23.9¢; ZIP plus 4 
basic sort at 24.2¢; and basic sort at 
24.8¢. 

The Stamp Venturers' version was 
only produced in rolls of I 0,000 
stamps, the same size as the ABN ver
sion, which was released on July 21, 
1992. The BEP version, issued on Oc
tober 9, 1992, was produced in 500- and 
3,000-stamp rolls. All three versions of 
the 23¢ USA Presort stamp use the 
same basic design, but there are dis
tinguishable characteristics between 

each version. 
Unlike the previous two versions by 

ABN and BEP, the Stamp Ventures' 
version of the 23¢ USA Presort coil 
stamp was printed using a 3-color gra
vure process. As a result, the back
ground of this version appears violet 
when compared to the blues of the two 
previous versions, which used a 4-color 
gravure process. Because only three 

colors were used in this printing, this 
version has a 3-digit plate number. The 
plate number is preceded by an "S" to 
signify that this version was produced 
by Stamp Venturers. 

For a description of the ABN version 
and the BEP version of the 23¢ USA 
Presort coil stamp, tum to page 1-23 

and 1-26, respectively. 

F23USA-S111 

Cylinder combination Slll 
Rolls of 10,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 c:::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because Stamp Venturers has not re
ported the cancelation and total im
pressions for these printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.00 $ 3.00 c:::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 c:::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 c::::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



23¢ USA Presort Printing Data from 
Stamp Venturers 

Ink Cylinder Certified To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Date Date Date 

Blue I - - - -
Red I - - - -

Black l - - - -

No data has been provided for Stamp Venturers' production of the 23¢ USA Presort 

Coil label from a roll of 10,000 23¢ USA Presort stamps produced by 
Stamp Venturers. The label was printed in black ink on a cardboard disk 
measuring 7.25" in diameter, which supported the sealed roll. 

Flag Coil Stamps, 23¢ 

Notes: 
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I 

25¢ Flag over 
Yosemite 

Designer .......................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 
Lettering .................... Dennis Brown 

BEP 

Issue dates: 
Block Tagged ............. May 20, 1988 

Yosemite National Park, California 
(Yosemite Village post office) 

Pre-phosphored .......... Feb. 14, 1989 
Yosemite National Park, California 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ B Press (70 I) 
C Press (90 I) 
D Press (902) 

Plate sizes: . 18 rows of 52 stamps (B) 
. 20 rows of 48 stamps (C and D) 
18 rows of 48 stamps (C and D)§ 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press: 52 stamps 

(Sleeve numbers: I, 2, and 3 ) 
C and D Press: 48 stamps 

(Sleeve numbers: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 13, 14, and 15) 

1-30 

Ink colors: ............. Red (PMS 185U) 
Blue (PMS 295U) 

Green (PMS 562U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging types: ................... Block* or 
Embedded phosphor papert 

Roll sizes: 
Block Tagged ... 100; 500; and 3,000 
Phosphored ............ 100; 500; 3,000, 

and 10,000 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (rolls of 100) ............... 0737 
B Press (rolls of 500) ............... 0725 
B Press (rolls of 10,000) .......... 7727 
CPress (block rolls of 100) .... N725 
C Press (phos. rolls of 100) ...... 7737 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Block Tagged ............. June 19, 1993 
Phosphored ................ June 19, 1993 

§ The BEP produced printing sleeves 
for the C and/or D press with 18 rows 
of 48 stamps (instead of the usual 20 
rows of 48 stamps) to allow the printed 
roll to be processed into coils of 500 and 
3,000 on the Huck coiling equipment. 

* Stamps that were produced with 
block tagging applied over the printed 
design have a catalog number with a 
"blk" suffix, for example, F25-1 blk. 

t Stamps that were produced on phos
phored paper have a catalog number 
with a "phos" suffix, for example, 
F25-lphos. 

The 25¢ Flag over Yosemite coil 
stamp was originally issued with block 
tagging at a ceremony in Yosemite Na
tional Park in California, on May 20, 
1988. Less than a year later, on Feb
ruary 14, 1989, the Postal Service of
ficially issued a second variety of this 
coil stamp, which was printed on em
bedded phosphor paper. This second 
version was also released at Yosemite 
National Park with a first-day-of-issue 
cancelation, but no dedication cer
emony. 

The 25¢ Flag over Yosemite was the 
fourth design-different coil stamp in 
the Flag Series to contain a plate num
ber within the stamp. The stamp fea
tures the USA flag waving above a 
picturesque view of Half Dome, an 
amazing granite formation in Yosemite 
National Park that measures 4,850 feet 
from its base to the crown. The Merced 
River is shown in the foreground, at the 
base of the stamp. Ponderosa pine trees 
border the river's edge and rise up to 
frame the barren rock formation. 

Half Dome rests on the east end of 
the Yosemite Valley, which is located 
on the western slopes of the Sierra Ne
vada Mountains, about 150 miles east 
of San Francisco, California. Half 
Dome's towering cliff face stands as 
evidence of the awesome power of the 
glaciers that long ago covered this area 
of the United States. As the glaciers 
moved across the land, the tremendous 
force sheared away the now missing 
half of the granite dome. 

Yosemite National Park also in
cludes other marvelous natural wonders 
such as El Capitan, a sheer granite out
cropping that is as tall as three Empire 
State Buildings and has the volume of 
four Gibraltars. Yosemite's Upper 
Falls, with its 1,430 feet drop, exceeds 
the height of nine Niagara Falls stacked 
one upon another. 

The 25¢ denomination met the first 
ounce, first-class letter rate that became 
effective April 3, 1988. The new flag 
stamps were intended to replace the 
nondenominated "E" contingency 
stamp. 

Originally, the 25¢ Flag over Yo
semite coil was planned to be issued in 
rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps for use by 
businesses and in vending machines, 
but production was soon altered to in
clude rolls of I 00 stamps. This change 
was brought on by the popularity of the 
flag design and the unpopularity of the 
25¢ Bread Wagon design from the 
Transportation Series. A third factor 
that prompted the issuance of the 25¢ 
Flag over Yosemite in coils of 100 



stamps was the delayed release of the 
25¢ Honeybee coil stamp, which was 
originally scheduled for June 11, but 
was delayed until September 2, 1988, 
because of production difficulties. 

The two versions of the 25¢ Flag over 
Yosemite coil stamp are easy to dif
ferentiate. The main difference is ob
vious when the two versions are ex
posed to shortwave ultraviolet light; 
one has block tagging and the other has 
embedded phosphor tagging covering 
the entire surface of the stamp. Another 
distiction is the brighter ink colors and 
the whiter paper of the embedded 
phosphor version. 

The embedded phosphor paper that 
was used to produce the second version 
of this coil also differs in appearance 
from the pre-phosphored paper that was 
used on the successful 22¢ Flag over the 
Capitol Test Coil stamp. When ex
posed to short-wave ultraviolet light, 
the embedded phosphor paper of the 
25¢ Flag over Yosemite coil stamp ap
pears uneven and blotchy, similar in 
appearance to the tagging on issues 
produced on the old Cottrell presses. In 
comparison, the 22¢ Flag over the 
Capitol Test Coil stamp appears bright 
and uniform when exposed to short
wave ultraviolet light. 

Although the Postal Service expected 
to convert all the production of the 25¢ 
Flag over Yosemite coil to embedded 
phosphor paper, an insufficient supply 
of the new paper caused several of the 
sleeve numbers to re-appear with 
block-tagging. 

In November 1988, the Postal Ser
vice began an experiment with a new 
roll size of 10,000 stamps of the block
tagged 25¢ Flag over Yosemite for use 
by mass mailers. (No block-tagged 25¢ 
Flag over Yosemite stamps were ever 
issued in rolls of 10,000.) This experi
ment continued through 1989 with the 
embedded phosphor version being is
sued in the 1 0,000-stamp roll size. In 
1990, these tests were deemed success
ful, and the I 0,000-stamp roll size be
came a general distribution roll size for 

certain first-class and bulk rate coil 
stamps. 

Because the Postal Service an
nounced the release of the embedded 
phosphor version of the 25¢ Flag over 
Yosemite coil only four days before the 
issue date, a 60-day extension was 
granted for ordering first-day cancela
tions. This extension, in combination 
with the USPS' liberal policy of re
placing damaged covers, allowed sev
eral sleeve numbers to appear with of
ficial first-day-of-issue cancelations, 
even though only sleeve 8 was avail
able on the issue date. 

The top illustration shows a coil 
wrapper label that typically sealed 
full rolls of the block-tagged 25¢ 
Flag over Yosemite coil stamp. 
The bottom illustration shows how 
some later coil wrapper labels were 
overprinted with a "P" to indicate 
that the enclosed stamps were 
printed on the embedded phosphor 
paper. The "P" overprint only 
appeared on labels sealing rolls 
from sleeves 1, 2, 3, and 8. The "P" 
overprint was later discontinued as 
block-tagged stamp production 
was phased out. 

Flag Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

I F25-1 blk [1] B §i] I 
Plate 1 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) 179934-1 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 4, 1988 

To Press ........................ Apr. 19, 1988 

Canceled ....................... Oct. 22, 1990 
Impressions ......................... 572,000* 
Maximum PNCs .............. 10,296,000t 
Earliest Known Use ...... Jun. 14, 1988 
Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 

* This number is the total impressions 
for this plate, combining both block 
tagged and prephosphored stamp pro
duction. 
t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,144,000 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.50 $6.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.75 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

I F25-1phos 

Plate 1 - Phosphored Paper 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See the production data for F25-l blk. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 17, 1990 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 CJ 
used mint 

Single (PSI) $40.00 $44.00 CJ 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ......... 45.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 50.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Note: On some of the stamps from plate 
1, the bottom of the plate number is 
missing due to poor inking. 

1-31 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

I F25-2blk §i] I t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. Plate 2 - Block Tagging 

(B Press) I80IOI-2 

Rolls of IOO and 500 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 26, I988 used mint 

To Press ...................................... N. A. Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ 2.80 c=J 
Canceled .................................... N. A. Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 c=J 
Impressions .............................. N. A.* Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 c=J 
Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A.t 

Imperforate (PS6) .......... 745.00 c=J 
Earliest Known Use ....... June 8, I988 

Imperf/miscut (PS5) ... I ,400.00 c=J Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c=J 
* This number is the total impressions 
for this plate, combining both block 
tagged and phosphored stamp pro
duction. 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
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The satisfactory production of the 10, 000-stamp rolls of the block 
tagged 25¢ Flag over Yosemite coil stamp in 1988, and the use 
of the embedded phosphor version in 1989, led to the 
implementation of the 10, 000-stamp coil as a standard size for 
future issues. 

This coil wrapper label is from a roll of 10,000 25¢ Flag over 
Yosemite stamps. The "P" at the bottom of the label design 
indicates that the enclosed stamps were printed on embedded 
phosphor paper. The label was printed in plum (PMS 240U) on 
white uncoated paper and glued to a 182mm diameter cardboard 
disk that supported the large roll when packaged. 

IF25-2phos 

Plate 2 - Phosphored Paper 
Rolls of 500; 3,000; and 10,000 

See the production data for F25-2blk. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 3, I989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ 3.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 200.00 D 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

Note: On some of the rolls from plate 
2, the bottom of the plate number is 
missing due to poor inking. 

I F25-3blk 

Plate 3 - Block Tagging ~ 
(B Press) 180261-3 

Rolls of 1 00; 500; and 3,000. ~ 

Assigned ....................... May 20, 1988 

To Press .......................... Aug. I, 1988 ~ 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* """ 
Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 27, I988 ~ 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 D 

* This number is the total impressions 
for this plate, combining both block 
tagged and phosphored stamp pro
duction. 

t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancelation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 



used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $ 2.80 C:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 C:=J 
Strip of five (PS6) ............. 4.30 C:=J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 475.00 C:=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. C:=J 

~ Note: A variety exists from plate 3 
where almost all of the red ink is miss-

f""' ing. A numbered strip is estimated at 
$850.00. 

F25-3phos 

Plate 3 - Phosphored Paper 
Rolls of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 

See the production data for F25-3blk. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 13, 1990 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 C:=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $ 3.00 C:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 C:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.40 C:=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A C:=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 850.00 C:=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. C:=J 

Note: On some of the rolls from plate 
3, the bottom of the plate number is 
missing due to poor inking. 

IF25-4 

Plate 4 - Block Tagging 
(CorD Press)§ 180810-4 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 24, 1988 

To Press ......................... Sept. 5, 1988 

Canceled ....................... Oct. 10, 1988 

Impressions ........................ 1 ,042,550 

Maximum PNCs .............. 18,765,900t 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 4, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 C:=J 
t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,085, I 00 impressions 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

~~ Jbe jf~ 

Flag Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .60 $ 3.20 C:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 C:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 C:=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............. N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Note: A variety exists from plate 4 
where the trees appear gray instead of 
the normal green. See Linn's Stamp 
News, April17, 1989. 

j~l 
•• '" ......... See reverse side ~ " ..... .,. ... "' . "' ~ " 
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The 25¢ Flag over Yosemite coil stamp also played a major role in the 
development of the self-stick Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) panes. 
Beginning in late 1988, the 25¢ Flag over Yosemite coil was employed in the 
marketing test of postage stamps dispensed by A TMs. The stamps were 
affixed to dollar-bill-sized carriers that were sold through A TMs at Equibank 
branches in Pittsburgh, PA. The illustration above shows (at approximately 
75 percent of actual size) the front and the back of one of the test carriers. 
The strips of stamps were lightly tacked to the carrier at the top and bottom 
edges of the carrier. The stamps are block tagged, but no plate number has 
been reported. 
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I F25-5blk 

Plate 5 - Block Tagging 
(CorD Press) 180898-5 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 15, 1988 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 12, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 c::::::::J 

* This number is the total impressions 
for this plate, combining both block 
tagged and prephosphored stamp pro
duction. 

t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .60 $ 3.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.40 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 850.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: Because postal personnel could 
not differentiate stamps with block tag
ging from stamps printed on phospored 
paper, covers with official "First Day 
Of Issue -February 14, 1989" cancels 
were prepared using the block-tagged 
stamps. Covers that have this cancela
tion date, but do not carry the proper, 
phosphored 25¢ Flag over Yosemite 
stamp are not considered FDCs. Com
bination covers that include both tag
ging varieties from sleeve 5 exist on 
FDCs. 
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"Ski Slope" Variety 

Note: An inking variety, known as the 
"Ski slope," exists on some rolls from 
plate 5 where a portion of the trees is 
not printed. This variety is present on 
every stamp throughout the affected 
rolls. A premium of $2.00 is estimated 
for un-numbered stamps exhibiting this 
variety. 

Note: An inking variety, known as the 
"Black forest, " exists from plate 5 
where the trees appear black instead of 
the normal green. This variety is present 
on every stamp throughout the affected 
rolls, and all reported examples are cut 
low. All known copies of this variety 
also show the "Ski slope" variety. An 
estimated value for a P S5 of this variety 
is not currently available. An un
numbered pair has an estimated value 
of 150.00. 

I F25-5phos 

Plate 5 - Phosphored Paper 
Rolls of 100 

See the production data for F25-5blk. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 9, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ .90 $ 7.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 550.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

I F25-6 [iDC]I 

Plate 6 - Phosphored Paper 
(CorD Press) 181177-6 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 3, 1988 

To Press ........................ Nov. 21, 1988 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 28, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 421,750 

Maximum PNCs ................ 8,435,000t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 7, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 D 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 843,500 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." However, 
a disparity exists in the BEP reports. 
This sleeve is listed with totals for 432 
stamps per "sheet" at one entry, and 
with totals for 480 stamps per "sheet" in 
a second entry. 

Note: No stamps showing sleeve num
ber 6 have been reported with block 
tagging. It is believed that the entire 
press run was produced using em
bedded phosphor paper. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.00 $ 12.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 D 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 450.00 D 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 



I F25-7blk ~I I F25-7phos 

Plate 7- Block Tagging Plate 7 - Phosphored Paper 
(CorD Press) I8I273-7 Rolls of 100 
Rolls of IOO 

Assigned ...................... Nov. 22, I988 

To Press ......................... Jan. 27, I989 

Canceled ....................... June 23, I989 

Impressions ...................... 3,330,650* 

Maximum PNCs ............. 66,613,000t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 9, I989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 c::::::::J 

* This number is the total impressions 
for this sleeve, combining both block
tagged and prephosphored stamp pro
duction. During the printing of the 
phosphored 25¢ Flag over Yosemite 
coil stamps from sleeve 7, the BEP ex
hausted the supply of 20.5-inch phos
phored paper used to print the full 
height of this 20-row sleeve. To con
tinue production, the BEP used a short
er-width, embedded phosphor paper, 
which yielded only I9 rows of stamps. 
Production from this shorter paper con
tinued from January 27 through Feb
ruary 9, I989. Because it is not known 
how many impressions were produced 
using the shorter-width paper, the num
ber listed for "Maximum PNCs" is an 
over-estimated quantity. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 6,66I,OOO impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .75 $5.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

See the production data for F25-7blk. 
Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 6, I989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ .45 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.55 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.40 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: On some of the phosphored 
stamps from plate 7, the bottom of the 
plate number is missing due to poor 
inking. 

F25-8blk 

Plate 8§ - Block Tagging 
(CorD Press) I8I384-8 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

~I 

Assigned ........................ Dec. 8, I988 

To Press ......................... Dec. I9,I988 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 25, I989 

Impressions ...................... 2,108,750* 

Maximum PNCs ............. 37,975,500t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 7, I989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* This number is the total impressions 
for this plate, combining both block 
tagged and prephosphored stamp pro
duction. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 4,217,500 impressions 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

Flag Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

Note: Because postal personnel could 
not differentiate stamps with block tag
ging from stamps printed on phos
phored paper, covers with official 
"First Day Of Issue - February 14, 
1989" cancels were prepared using the 
block-tagged stamps. Covers that have 
this cancelation date, but do not carry 
the proper, prephosphored 25¢ Flag 
over Yosemite stamp are not considered 
FDCs. Combination covers that in
clude both tagging varieties from sleeve 
8 exist on FDCs. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .60 $ 2.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 450.00 C) 

Untagged Error (PS5) ... 125.00 C) 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. C) 

I F25-8phos B ~ I 
Plate 8 - Phosphored Paper 
Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

See the production data for F25-8blk. 

Earliest Known Use .... Feb. IS, I989* 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 CJ 

* These stamps were prematurely 
placed on sale on February I2, I989, in 
Connecticut. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .90 $3.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 0 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: This was the plate that was of
ficially put on sale at Yosemite, Cal
ifornia, on February 14, 1989. There 
was no official first-day ceremony. 
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I F25-9blk 

Plate 9- Block Tagging 
(CorD Press) 181664-9 

Rolls of 100 

~I 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 19, 1989 

To Press ........................ Mar. 18, 1989 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 18, 1991 

Impressions ...................... 3,621,250* 

Maximum PNCs ............. 72,425,000t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 29, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

* This number is the total impressions 
for this plate, combining both block 
tagged and phosphored stamp pro
duction. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 7,242,500 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

Note: See FDC note for F25-Bblk. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.80 $ 8.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... :. 11.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 850.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: A variety exists from plate 9 
where the trees appear gray instead of 
the normal green. 

F25-9phos ~I 
Plate 9 - Phosphored Paper • 
Rolls of 100 

See the production data for F25-9blk. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 27, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 
.A. The BEP ran out of 20.5-inch phos
phored paper used to print 20-row rolls. 
From June 2 to June 9, 1989, it printed 
19-row rolls of F25-9phos. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .45 $ 2.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf. between (Pair) ..... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Note: On some of the stamps from plate 
9, the bottom of the plate number is 
missing due to poor inking. 

Note: A variety exists from plate 9 
where the trees appear gray instead of 
the normal green. 

soo)s B-PRESS 

In what may have been an experiment to reduce cost and speed the 
production of box labels for coils, the BEP produced self-stick, 
computer-generated labels for some issues. This box label was produced 
by a dot-matrix printer in emerald green ink on a standard, self-stick label. 
This label was applied to a box containing fifty 500-stamp coils of the 25¢ 
Flag over Yosemite. The label identifies the stamps as a 8-press product 
that was printed on phosphored paper. The box, therefore, could have only 
contained rolls with sleeve number 1, 2, 3, or B. 
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I F25-10 ~I 
Plate 10 - Phosphored Paper • 
(CorD Press) 182945-10 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... May 23, 1989 

To Press ........................... June 9,1989 

Canceled ........................ Dec. 2, I 989 

Impressions ........................... 270, I 50 

Maximum PNCs ............... 5,403,000t 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 28, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

.A. The BEP ran out of 20.5-inch phos
phored paper used to print 20-row rolls. 
From June 9 to June 15, 1989, it printed 
19-row rolls of F25-1 Ophos. The low
ered production for this period would 
lower the calculation of maximum 
PNCs. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 540,300 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

Note: This stamp was not available 
until the USPS grace period for ser
vicing FDCs had expired. Three covers 
bearing F25-10phos were prepared by 
Wayne Youngblood as replacements for 
damaged FDCs, with the specific intent 
of "testing" the USPS' ability to en
force FDC replacement rules. Although 
these covers were canceled by the 
USPS, their validity as FDCs is ques
tionable. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: On some of the stamps from plate 
10, the bottoms of the plate number are 
missing due to poor inking. 



I F25-11 

Plate 11 - Phosphored Paper 
(CorD Press) 183159-II 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ......................... June 9, 1989 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 25, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Plate 12 (C Press) 183813-12 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... July 31, 1989 

To Press ........................... not reported 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 24, 1991 

Impressions ................... not reported* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

* Although the BEP reported this 
sleeve as having been canceled without 
ever being sent to press, collectors on 
a tour of the BEP (during the Bureau 
Issues Association convention in June 
1990) reportedly saw uncut rolls of all
blue stamps printed from sleeve 12. 

I F25-13 

Plate 13 - Phosphored Paper 
(CorD Press) 184547-13 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... Oct. 17, 1989 

To Press ........................... Jan. 2, 1990 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 24, 1991 

Impressions ...................... 2,673,713* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 53,474,250 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 29, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 5,347,425 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .50 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: On some of the stamps from plate 

13, the bottoms of the plate number are 
missing due to poor inking. 

I F25-14 

Plate 14- Phosphored Paper 
(CorD Press) 184832-14 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 8, 1989 

To Press .......................... Dec. 6, 1990 
Jan. 17, 1991 

Canceled ...................... Mar. 18, 1991 

Impressions ...................... 3,844, 140* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 76,882,800 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 7, 1990 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 7,688,280 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

Flag Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.20 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 400.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 800.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf. between (Pair) ..... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Note: On some of the stamps from plate 

14, the bottoms of the plate number are 

missing due to poor inking. 

I F25-15 

Plate 15 - Phosphored Paper 
(CorD Press) 187288-15 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 5, 1990 

To Press ....................... Sept. 15, 1990 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 508,000* 

Maximum PNCs ............... I 0,160,000 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 14, 1990 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 D 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,016,000 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 0.00 $ 0.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6)t .......... N. A. D 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
t Only two strips have been reported. 

Plate 16 (B Press) 187501-16 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... Oct. II , 1990 
To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ................................... Never 

Impressions ... ~ ............................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 
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29¢ Flag over 
Mount Rushmore 
(Intaglio) 

Designer ................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Art Director ...... Leonard E. Buckley 
BEP 

Project Manager ...... Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .......... Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering .................. Michael J. Ryan 
BEP 

Issue date ................. March 29, 1991 
Mount Rushmore (Keystone), 

South Dakota 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ C Press (901) 
D Press (902) 

Plate sizes: ........ 20 rows of 48 stamps 
18 rows of 48 stamps § 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 

Ink colors: ............. Red (PMS 185U) 
Blue (PMS 295U) 

Maroon (PMS 497U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging types: 
Embedded phosphor' paper or 
Surface phosphor paper (variety) 

1-38 

Roll sizes: ........... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 100 ............................. 7738 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 7756 
Rolls of 3,000 .......................... 7757 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

Note: The BEP produced printing 
sleeves for the C and/or D press with 18 
rows of 48 stamps (instead of the usual 
20 rows of 48 stamps) to allow the 
printed roll to be processed into coils of 
500 and 3,000 on the Huck coiling 
equipment. The .catalog identifies these 
sleeves with a § symbol. 

On March 29, 1991, the Postal Ser
vice issued the fifth, design-different 
coil stamp of the Flag Series that also 
contained a sleeve (plate) number 
within the stamp. This stamp displays 
the 50-star USA flag unfurled over 
Mount Rushmore National Monument, 
continuing the basic Flag Series design 
theme of showing the flag above a 
prominent, national landmark. 

The stamp was released at an outdoor 
first-day-of-issue ceremony at Key
stone, South Dakota, the site of the 
monument. The release of this stamp 
unofficially commemorated the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Mount Rushmore 
National Monument. 

The huge, granite sculpture was be
gun on August 10, 1927, by the noted 
sculptor, Gutzon Borglum. From that 
day forward, Borglum devoted most of 
his time and energies to the sculpture. 
In 1930, the face of George Washing
ton, "the father of the nation," was for
mally unveiled; in 1936, the bust of 
Thomas Jefferson, who expanded the 
nation westward, was added; Abraham 
Lincoln, preserver of the Union, was 
added in 1937; and the face of Theodore 
Roosevelt, builder of the Panama Ca
nal, debuted in 1939. The sculpture was 
originally designed by Borglum to in
clude the upper bodies of the four pres
idents, with complete period clothing 
and hands, but after laboring on the 
sculpture for fourteen years, Borglum 

died at the age of 74 in 1941. After 
Borglum's death, all work stopped, and 
the sculpture was never completed. 

The issuance of 29¢ Flag over Mount 
Rushmore coil stamp was originally 
scheduled for sometime in April, but 
the USPS accelerated its release to meet 
the patriotic, public demand for a flag 
coil stamp, which was fueled by the 
American military victory in the Per
sian Gulf War (Operation Desert 
Storm). Prior to its release, most post 
offices could only offer undenominated 
"F' Flower contingency coil stamps to 
meet the 29¢ first-class letter rate that 
increased from 25¢ on February 3, 
1991. 

The 29¢ Flag over Mount Rushmore 
coil stamp was produced by intaglio 
printing by the BEP in rolls of I 00, 500, 
and 3,000. A distinctive gravure
printed version was produced by Guil
ford Gravure in rolls of 10,000 stamps 
and supplied by the American Bank 
Note Company. (A detailed description 
of the gravure-printed version begins 
on page 1-42.) 

The intaglio-printed version of this 
coil exists on two different pre
phosphored papers. Each of the paper 
varieties reacts differently when ex
posed to short-wave ultraviolet light; 
the more common variety appears 
blotchy, but the scarcer variety appears 
uniformly bright. The different pre
phosphored papers also have distinctive 
surface textures; the common variety is 
slightly rough, but the scarcer variety 
has a smooth appearance. Joann Lenz 
of Sterling Heights, Michigan, was the 
first to report the scarcer paper variety. 
The variety is therefore commonly re
ferred to as "Lenz paper." Limited 
finds have provided examples of this 
paper variety from sleeve 2 on 3,000-
stamp coils, and from sleeve 6 on coils 
of 500 and 3,000 stamps. Most of the 
rolls from these two sleeve numbers 
were printed using the common pre
phosphored paper. 

The scarcer paper is an example of a 
particular paper sample that was sup-



plied to the BEP with a bid for a pre
phosphored paper contract. A company 
bidding for a paper contract is required 
to provide ten sample rolls of its paper 
with the bid. Once received, the sample 
rolls are the property of the BEP and 
may be used in actual press runs for 
testing. The scarcer paper variety is a 
product of this testing, and dem
onstrates that the bidder did not receive 
the contract (maybe because of price), 
but the sample rolls were considered to 
be of an adequate quality to be used for 
actual stamp production-eliminating 
the waste of the sample rolls. Further 
studies may disclose the source. 

The 29¢ intaglio-printed Flag over 
Mount Rushmore coil also exists with 
Mount Rushmore printed in the wrong 
color. Instead of the usual maroon color 
(described as Pantone 497U by the 
BEP), the monument appears in a 
brownish color (similar to the color of 

a brown paper bag). This is a consistent 
color error that was produced by the 
maroon ink fountain of the printing 
press being filled with the wrong color 
of ink. The BEP has confirmed the 
brownish color as an "error of color" 

and not the result of ink contamination. 
This error has been found on rolls of 
100 from sleeves 1 and 7. They were 
sometimes mixed in with rolls printed 
with the correct ink color. Early finds 
were made on used examples that were 
postmarked from Toledo, Ohio. These 
early finds quickly earned this colorer
ror the nickname of "Toledo Brown." 

~500 
fJ FLAG 
~ STAMPS 
~ ~145°0 

©usPs 1991 

A coil wrapper label from a 
500-stamp roll of the 29¢ Flag over 
Mount Rushmore coil. 

Flag Coil Stamps, 29¢ 

I L-f_29_M_R_-1_~-F~ _~___.c I I f29MR-2 

Plate 1 187916-1 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 18, 1991 

To Press ......................... Jan. 22, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 17, I991 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .60 $ 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 350.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Note: BEP experienced production 
problems with this printing sleeve. Be
cause of the 90 micron depth of the en
graved design, the press had to be run 
at 200 feet per minute (fpm) to allow the 
ink to dry. Later sleeves were produced 
with the engraved image altered to a 
depth of 55 microns. This change had 
little effect on the printed image and 
increased production to 400 fpm. See 
Charles Yeager, "Printi11-g Bases and 
Early 29¢ Flag Coil Production, " The 
United States Specialist, July 1991. 

Brown color Error 

Rolls of 100 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ........... $ 300.00 c::::::J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) ... N. A. N. A. c::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ..... 2,000.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 2 § I87970-2 

Rolls of IOO; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 22, 1991 

To Press ......................... Jan. 28, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 15, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c=J 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.10 $ 3.20 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.25 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 200.00 c=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Surface phosphor paper 
(" Lenz paper" variety) 

Rolls of 3,000 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 31, 1991 

Used on Cover ........... $225.00 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI)$ I85.00 N. A. c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 590.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........ 600.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: This paper variety is much 
scarcer that the normal F29MR-2 
printed on the embedded phosphor 
paper. It is commonly referred to as the 
"Lenz paper" variety, named after 
Joann Lenz, who was the first to report 
the variety. When exposed to shortwave 
ultraviolet light, the tagging is even and 
bright. The stamp also has a slightly 
glossy appearance. 

Note: See note for F29MR-l. 
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I...__F_29_M_R_-3 __ ~___.c I I f29MR-4 ~I IF29MR-5 

Plate 3 188045-3 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 1, 1991 

To Press ........................ Feb. 20, 1991 

Canceled ....................... Oct. 14, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 319,329 

Maximum PNCs ............... 6,386,570* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Apr. 6, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 D 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 638,657 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $3.20 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.25 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 350.00 D 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 650.00 D 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

Plate 4 188046-4 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 4, 1991 

To Press .......................... Feb. 6, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ........ Apr. 9, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 D 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $3.20 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.25 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 400.00 D 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

29~ 
FlAG 
~.>TAMPS 

Plate 5 § 188047-5 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 5, I99I 

To Press ............................... unknown 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 9, I99I 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 D 

t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.75 $5.25 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 6.75 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

This First Day Cover (FDC) includes an ArtCraft cachet and a pictorial hand cancel that ties a PS5 from 
sleeve number 2 to 3,000- and 500-stamp coil wrapper labels that sealed rolls of stamps from sleeve 2. 
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IF29MR-6 

Plate 6 § 188048-6 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

[iDCll 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 5, 1991 

To Press ........................ Feb. 12, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 18, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 CJ 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.10 $3.30 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 200.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the monument and denomination was 
printed in brick red ink. Richard Rush, 
of Hagerstown, Maryland, reported 
finding this variety in a vending ma
chine that had been stocked with a roll 
of 3,000 stamps. 

Surface -phosphor paper 
(" Lenz paper" variety) 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 13, 1991 

Used on Cover ............. $ 75.00 c::::::::J 
used mint 

Single(PSI) .... N.A. N.A. c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 145.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........ 150.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: This paper variety is much 
scarcer that the normal F29MR-6 
printed on the embedded phosphor 
paper. It is commonly referred to as the 

"Lenz paper" variety, named after 
Joann Lenz of Sterling Heights, Mich
igan, who was the first to report the 
paper variety. When exposed to short
wave ultraviolet light, the tagging is 
even and bright. The stamp also has a 
slightly glossy appearance. 

I F29MR-7 

Plate 7 188095-7 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 13, 1991 

To Press ........................ Feb. 21, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 22, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 CJ 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $3.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 200.00 CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Brown color Error 

Rolls of 100 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 12, 1991 

Used on Cover ............. $ 75.00 c::::::::J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .... N. A. $ 155.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... I55.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........ 160.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: The "Toledo Brown" error, 
found only on sleeves I and 7, were 
sometimes found mixed with normal 
colored rolls. 

Flag Coil Stamps, 29¢ 

I F29MR-8 

Plate 8 § I88153-8 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 4, 1991 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. I2, I992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.25 $6.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 [:=::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7.50 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [:=::J 

Note: Centering is generally poor. XF 
centering commands a 150% premium. 

129F9 

Plate 9 I88???-9 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................ t 
Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 10, I992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 [:=::J 

t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $7.25 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 10.50 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 [:=::J 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [:=::J 

1-41 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

29¢ Flag over 
Mount Rushmore 
(Gravure) 

Designer ................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Art Director ...... Leonard E. Buckley 
BEP 

Project Manager ...... Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .......... Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Issue date ....................... July 4, 1991 
Mount Rushmore (Keystone), 

South Dakota 

Produced by .......... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .......... 19 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24stamps 
5 cylinder numbers preceeded by "A" 

Ink colors: ...... Light brown, medium 
brown, dark brown, red, and blue 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type ..... Embedded phosphor 
paper 

Roll size .................................. I 0,000 

USPS item number ................... 7758 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 
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The gravure-printed version of the 
29¢ Flag over Mount Rushmore coil 
stamp was issued on July 4, I991, in 
Keystone, South Dakota, the site of 
Mount Rushmore. The first-day cer
emony officially marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Mount Rushmore 
National Monument. 

The design of this coil was the same 
as the engraved version released on 
March 29, 1991, but the two stamps are 
easily distinguished. The distinctive, 
gravure stamp is muddier in appearance 
with much darker colors than the fine
ly-detailed, engraved version. The gra
vure-printed coil stamp was furnished 
by the American Bank Note Company 
(ABN) only in rolls of I 0,000 stamps. 
In comparison, the previously released 
intaglio-printed version was produced 
by the BEP in I 00-, 500-, and 3,000-
stamp rolls. The plate numbers and the 
frequency of the plate numbers also 
vary between the two printing versions. 
The gravure-printed coil has a five-digit 
number that is preceded by an "A" to 
signify that the stamps were supplied by 
ABN. This number repeats every 24 
stamps. The intaglio-printed version, 
however, has a single-digit sleeve 
number that repeats every 48 stamps. 

These 1 0,000-stamp rolls were in
tended for use by large business mail
ers. The 29¢ denomination met the first 
ounce, first-class letter rate that had 
gone into effect on February 3. 

Although the Postal Bulletin of June 
13, I99I, announced that 240 rolls of 
the I 0,000-stamp coil would auto
matically be sent to each regional ac
countable-paper depository, the stamp 
was initially only available from St. 
Paul, Minnesota; Denver, Colorado; 
and the Philatelic Sales Division in 
Kansas City, Missouri. This dis
tribution problem prompted the USPS 
to grant a 30-day extension to the usual 
30-day period for submitting covers for 
first-day cancellations. 

The issuance of this stamp marked 
the first time that a USA coil stamp had 
been printed outside of the BEP. 

F29MR-A 11111 

Cylinder combination Alllll 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.t 
Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 1, 199I 

Used on Cover ............. $I 0.00 c=J 

t This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for these 
printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.90 $ 3.30 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

I F29MR-A22211 

Cylinder combination A22211 
Rolls of 10,000 
Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 28, 1992 

Used on Cover ............. $I 0.00 c=J 

t This total has not been calculated 
because ABN has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for these 
printing cylinders. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.20 $3.30 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 



29¢ Flag over the 
White House 

Designer ..................... V. Jack Ruther 
BEP 

Art Director ...... Leonard E. Buckley 
BEP 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .............. V. Jack Ruther 
BEP 

Engravers: 
Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering ............ Deborah Alexander 
BEP 

Issue date ..................... Apr. 23, 1992 
Washington, DC 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ......................... C Press (90 I) 
D Press (902) 
F Press (80 I) 

Plate sizes: 
• 20 rows of 48 stamps 

(Confirmed for plates 7, 8, 9, 10, 
II, and 13) 

• 18 rows of 48 stamps 
(Confirmed for plate 5) 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 

Ink colors: ................ Red (PMS 185) 
and Blue (PMS 295) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of I 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type ..... Embedded phosphor 
paper 

Roll sizes: ........... I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 100 ............................. 7922 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 7923 
Rolls of 3,000 .......................... 7924 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

On April 23, 1992, in a White House 
Rose Garden ceremony attended by 
President George Bush, the 29¢ Flag 
over the White House coil was issued. 
This was the sixth, design-different coil 
that also had a small sleeve (plate) 
number within the stamp to be added to 
the Flag Series. As with previous 
stamps in this series, this design prom
inently shows the USA flag waving 
over a national landmark; this stamp 
features the White House, located at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, in Wash
ington, DC. The design actually con
tains two flags-the main flag fills the 
upper half of the stamp, and a second, 
smaller flag appears on a flagpole that 
stands on the roof of the White House. 

When the design of the 29¢ Flag over 
the White House stamp was originally 
released in December 1991, the smaller 
flag and flagpole were not included in 
the design. Throughout the following 
months, the philatelic press headlined 
the exclusion and eventual re
appearance of the smaller flag. Many 
reports attributed the flag's re
appearance to John Sununu, White 
House Chief of Staff. A report by Bill 
McAllister in The Washington Post 
later explained that the original stamp 
design showed both flags, but the 
smaller flag was eliminated by the Cit
izens' Stamp Advisory Committee. 

Although the USPS considered it a 
regular issue, this coil stamp also com-

Flag Coil Stamps, 29¢ 

memorated the 200th aniversary of the 
White House. The inscription, "The 
White House/179211992," appears in 
the upper right-hand comer of the de
sign. 

The cornerstone of the White House 
was laid on October 13, 1792, and con
struction was completed eight years 
later. In 1800, John Adams, the second 
President of the United States, was the 
first president to occupy the executive 
mansion. 

After issuing the 29¢ Flag over the 
White House coil stamp, the USPS an
nounced that the new stamp would re
place the 29¢ Flag over Mount Rush
more coil. This was the first time that 
a Flag coil stamp was replaced by an
other of the same denomination. 

Initial production runs of this stamp 
used all three inking-in rollers of the 
BEP' s 3-color intaglio C press, with the 
blue ink of the top inscription being 
applied by a separate inking-in roller 
than the blue ink of the White House 
vignette. This procedure was used to 
ensure that the blue inscription above 
the flag would not bleed into the red 
stripes during wiping. Later production 
runs used a single, blue inking-in roller 
to apply the blue ink without bleeding 
problems. This production change is 
not noticeable on the issued stamp. 

500 1 29Gi ~ 
\ 

FLAG ~ 
STAMPS 
~1~~ 
@USPS1991 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
29¢ Flag over the White House 

stamps. 
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I F29WH-1 [1] 
Plate 1 1 ?????-I 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 24, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .35 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5. 75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: On some of the rolls of 100 from 
sleeve 1, the bottom of the plate number 
is missing due to poor inking. 

IF29WH-2 

Plate 2 I ?????-2 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. II, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 
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used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .. 75 $ 2.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ........ 250.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: On some of the rolls of 100 from 
sleeve 2, the bottom of the plate number 
is missing due to poor inking. 

I F29WH-3 

Plate 3 1 ?????-3 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 27, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .65 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 200.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: On some of the rolls of 100 from 
sleeve 3, the bottom of the plate number 
is missing due to poor inking. 

IF29WH-4 

Plate 4 I ???.??-4 

Rolls of 100 and 500 

§£]1 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 29, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .65 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 100.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf. Between Errort 

(PS6) ............................. N.A. D 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Rolls of I 00 from sleeve 4 were 
found with blind perfs (perforations that 
only lightly indent the surface of the 
paper). Most of these rolls exhibit some 
indentation at each row of perfs, but 
completely imperforate-between errors 
exist on some rolls. Certification is 
recommended to verify the imperf
between errors. 

Note: On some of the rolls of 100 from 
sleeve 4, the bottom of the plate number 
is missing due to poor inking. 



L.....-1 F_29_W_H_-s __ EJ_~____.c I I F29WH -6 

Plate 5 190285-5 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 31, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.50 $ 2.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 5.25 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 400.00 c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 6 1 ?????-6 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 14, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c=J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .65 $ 2.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 5.25 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 250.00 c=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Indigo Blue (PSS) ............ N. A. c=J 

Flag Coil Stamps, 29¢ 

Note: Two distinct color varieties exist 
on some rolls from sleeve 6 in which the 
areas normally printed in blue ink 
(PMS 295) appear darker. The darker 
variety appears as a dark bluish-purple 
(or indigo-PMS 532), similar in color 
to the ink used to print the 4¢ Father 
Flanagan sheet stamp of the Great 
Americans Series. The other color va
riety appears as a dark navy blue 
(slightly more black than PMS 282). 
These color varieties were first reported 
by Ron Kronheim of Rita Kay Quality 
Stamps and Collectibles of Staten Is
land, NY. Kronheim purchased several 
single rolls of 100 of the indigo and red 
Flag stamps from clients who found 
them in the New York City area. The 
navy color variety has been found in 
several locations. For more in
formation, see Linn's Stamp News, 
May 24, I993, and The Plate Number, 
November I993, page I 38. 

Note: On some of the rolls of JOOfrom 
sleeve 6, the bottom of the plate number 
is missing due to poor inking. 

This First Day Cover (FOG), prepared by Conrad Keydel, features a multi-colored cachet by Faith and 
plate number singles from each of the printing sleeves that were available during the first-day-of-issue 
cancellation period. 
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L-..-1 F_29_W_H_-7 __ ~____Jc I I F29WH-8 

Plate 7 190322-7 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 12, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 CJ 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .65 $ 2.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 250.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: On some of the rolls of 100 from 
sleeve 7, the bottom of the plate number 
is missing due to poor inking. 

Plate 8 190955-8 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 24, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 CJ 
t The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .65 $ 2.50 CJ 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ........... 4.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 350.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: On some of the rolls of 100 from 

sleeve 8, the bottom of the plate number 

is missing due to poor inking. 

00 
ge 

FLAG 
STAMPS 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3, 000 29¢ Flag over the Capitol stamps 
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IF29WH-9 

Plate 9 191684-9 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 4, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::=J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.30 $ 3.20 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c::=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ........ 350.00 c::=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

I F29WH-10 

Plate 10 191684-10 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 13, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::=J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .70 $3.20 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.40 c::=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ........ 350.00 c::=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 



Flag Coil Stamps, 29¢ 

~.....-1 F_29_W_H_-1_1 _ _____.I I F29WH-12 I I F29WH-13 

Plate 11 191915-11 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 25, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ . 70 $ 3.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ........... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 12 19????-12 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. II, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .70 $ 3.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ........... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 13 192275-13 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 12, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ . 70 $ 3 .I 0 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ........... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

This label, printed in black on red paper, was affixed to the exterior of a carton that contained 
BOO 1 00-stamp rolls of the 29¢ Flag over the White House stamp. Therefore, this carton 
contained 80,000 29¢ stamps, or $23,200 in postage. (Label is shown actual size.) 
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I F29WH-14 

Plate 14 19????-14 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 25, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c:=J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

I F29WH-16 

Plate 16 19????-16 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 23, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $ .50 c:=J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.25 $ 3.10 c:=J Single (PSI) .. $ 1.25 $ 3.10 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c:=J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c:=J Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c:=J 
Imperforate ......................... unknown Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 

I F29WH-15 

Plate 15 19????-15 

Rolls of I 00 and 500 

Assigned ................ ; ................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 13, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 c:=J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.25 $ 3.10 c:=J 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ........... 4.50 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c=J 
Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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Transportation Series Stamps 

Transportation Series Stamps 
The Transportation Series features early modes of 

transportation in the United States, and is the first U.S. 
definitive series to consist solely of coil stamps. Be
fore the Transportation Series, coil stamps formed 
only minor portions of larger definitive and airmail 
series consisting mostly of sheet stamps. The Trans
portation Series currently forms the largest segment 
of the PNC collecting specialty, and provides a won
derful challenge to the specialist and generalist alike. 

By the 1970s, many collectors had lost interest in 
modem United States postal issues. This was par

and non-commercial, they are regarded by many as 
the finest examples of the engravers' art in U.S. stamp 
collecting in many decades. As the series grew and 
collectors began to discover many fruitful areas for 
study, the Transportation Series captured the hearts 
and minds of U.S. collectors and re-ignited the thrill 
of the chase. They deserve a prominent place in the 
annals of the PNC specialty. 

The fact that the Transportation Series coils ce
mented the interest of collectors in the PNC specialty 
is indisputable. The stamps themselves had consid

erable popularity. 
The many different 
designs released in a 
short time span es
tablished them as an 
attractive set in its 
own right. The rel
atively large number 
of different plate 
numbers (that when 
issued, still fit within 
the financial means of 
the average collector) 
seemed to satisfy the 
interest of many who 
formerly collected 
complete matched 

ticularly true of plate 
block collectors, who 
were burdened with 
the difficulty of dis
playing and storing 
the · large format 
blocks and the high 
cost of collecting 
large blocks of the 
high-denomination 
stamps. With the in
troduction of modem 
multi-color printing 
technology, some is
sues had hundreds of 
plate number com
binations on plate 
blocks of 20 stamps, 
and it became nearly 
impossible to as
semble a complete 
collection of all plate 
number combina- Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 18¢ Surrey stamps 

sets of plate blocks. 
In any case, the 
Transportation Series 
was the focal point of 
the PNC specialty 
during its formative 
years, and firmly held tions. 

Then, in early 1981, the USPS started its policy of 
printing the coded (see page 1-1) plate number in the 
design area of coil stamps. At nearly the same time, 
the Postal Service issued the 18¢ Surrey design, the 
first stamp issued in the Transportation Series. The 
18¢ Surrey was soon followed by the 17¢ Electric 
Auto and the 20¢ Fire Pumper, and then, quickly by 
a number of lower denomination stamps with the 
transportation design theme, all in coil format. Sim
ple in design, yet enormously attractive, non-political, 

PNC collectors' interests as information was de
veloped leading to the many sub-specialties that have 
evolved within the larger PNC collecting community. 

The earliest PNC collectors quickly formed a net
work of avid enthusiasts to search for new numbers. 
The Cottrell presses printed two alternating numbers 
on each roll of stamps. Successive press runs some
times resulted in plate pairings that were different than 
previous runs. This may have resulted from damage 
to one of the paired plates required for the Cottrell 
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press, or simply the easier availability of a certain 
plate over another at the time of their return to press. 
Thus, in the earliest days, one never knew what to 
expect when opening a new roll of stamps. Also, it 
became apparent that some numbers were consid
erably harder to find than others! This challenge 
provided an impetus to the specialty that has pro
pelled it into the mainstream of modern U.S. stamp 
collecting. 

There was no guidance in the early days as to col
lecting format and many early Transportation Series 
coils were stripped out in line pairs, as that was the 
preferred collecting format for coil stamps before the 
appearance of PNCs. Precanceled Transportation Se
ries PNCs played a large part in changing the way 
coils were collected. It was soon discovered that the 
gap in the overprinted precanceled lines was not al
ways found in the same position relative to the plate 
number in different rolls with the same plate pairing. 
Collectors began to seek the different combinations 
of gap and number, which eventually led to a prefer
ence for longer strips. Collectors also preferred strips 
in odd-numbered lengths with the plate number on the 
center stamp, rather than have the joint line in the 
center of an even-numbered strip. These preferences 
combined to establish a plate strip of five (PS5) or 
plate strip of three (PS3) as the generally accepted 
collecting formats for most PNC collectors. Special
ists frequently collect strips of greater lengths, how
ever, depending on their interests. 

The Transportation Series has continued for more 
than thirteen years. The Postal Service's attempt to 
keep pace with rapidly changing special service rates 
resulted in a number of decimal-denominated issues 
following the 6.3¢ Liberty Bell of 1974 and the five 
decimal-denominated coils issued in the Americana 
Series between 1976 and 1979. Many issues in the 
Transportation Series were created specifically to 
meet the requirements for special discount rates. 
Though normal usage required the stamps to be pre
canceled, collector versions of the earlier issues were 
prepared without precancels and with tagging. The 
16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon stamp issued in 1988 marked 
the USPS' departure from this policy and resulted in 
the first service inscribed (precanceled) stamp that did 
not have a non-precanceled, tagged, collector coun
terpart. The practice of "false-franking" became 
more the rule than the exception with the proliferation 

2-2 

of decimal rates during this period. The issuance of 
the non-denominated (5¢) Canoe coil stamp and ( 10¢) 
Tractor Trailer coil stamp in 1991 signaled an end to 
USPS efforts to keep up with the changes in the dis
counted rates. 

White space (the part of the stamp design that does 
not receive ink) is a prominent feature of the Trans
portation Series designs. In addition to enhancing the 
simplicity and cleanliness of the design, the presence 
of large amounts of white make it relatively easy to 
locate the existence of "gripper cracks" or other plate 
flaws. "Gripper cracks" are produced because of 
metal fatigue at or near the edges of the semi
cylindrical printing plates where they attached to the 
Cottrell press. Coincidentally, this is also where the 
plate numbers were located. Thus, many of the clas
sic plate varieties of PNC philately-such as the 
"Buggy Whip" on plate 4 of the 4.9¢ Buckboard or 
the "Wounded P" on plate 15 of the 20¢ Fire Pump
er-became the object of frantic searches by those 
interested in plate varieties. Many are illustrated in 
the pages that follow. Hundreds of plate varieties 
have now been identified, though many are truly of 
the "flyspeck" class. Most were the product of Cot
trell press stamp production, and with the retirement 
of those presses in 1985, the proliferation of plate va
rieties has greatly decreased. 

Paper varieties are also relatively common within 
the Transportation Series. Sometimes, long periods 
of time passed between press runs of a given stamp 
design. Paper supplies dwindled, were replenished 
with new types, and voila-another thrilling element 
to the chase. See, particularly, the 8.3¢ Ambulance 
from the B press, the 11 ¢ Caboose (1984 ), and the 17¢ 
Electric Auto issues for some of the variety to be ex
perienced here. 

Tagging specialists find a fruitful field of study with 
the Cottrell press issues, with different tagging 
breaks, tagging varieties, and even untagged errors 
not exceedingly uncommon. Tables at the back of the 
catalog list vertical tagging breaks for those having 
specialized tagging interests. 

The Transportation Series coils are com
prehensively set forth in the following section for you 
to pursue as deeply or as simply as you wish, to satisfy 
you own collecting interests. Virtually every collect
ible aspect of the series is fully documented. 



1¢ Omnibus 
(Cottrell Press) 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, New York 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Issue date ................ August 19, 1983 
Arlington, Virginia 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ..................... Cottrell Press (80 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color .................................. Purple 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number: 
Roll of 500 ............................... 0704 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........... June 30, 1988 

On August 19, 1983, the I¢ Omnibus 

coil stamp was released in a first-day 
ceremony at the national convention of 
the American First Day Cover Society 
in Arlington, Virginia. This was the 
eleventh design added to the Trans
portation Series. 

An omnibus was a popular type of 
mass transportation that was available 
in most cities and towns throughout the 
United States in the latter half of the 
19th century. It was typically pulled by 
a team of two horses, and steered by the 
driver who sat on the front edge of the 
roof. Most omnibuses could ac

commodate 12 people on seats that ran 

along its sides. The passengers would 
enter and exit the vehicle through a 
door at the rear. These vehicles were 
the forerunners of today's buses. 

The wording, "Broadway to 23 St, 
Wall St Ferry, Madison Av.," shown 
on the side of the omnibus on the stamp, 
identifies it as a line that operated in 

New York City in the 1880s. 
The I¢ Omnibus coil stamp was only 

issued in a tagged format, and was in
tended to be used as a changemaker in 
vending machines. It replaced the I¢ 
Inkwell and Quill coil from the Amer
icana Series, and the I¢ Jefferson coil 
from the Prominent Americans Series. 
The I¢ Omnibus was extensively used 
as makeup postage with 20¢ stamps 
when the first-class letter rate increased 
to 22¢ on February 17, 1985, and again 
with 22¢ stamps when the rate rose to 
25¢ on April 3, 1988. 

By 1986, supplies of this stamp were 
running low, and the BEP had dis

continued the Cottrell presses that 
originally produced it. To continue us
ing the I¢ Omnibus design, the USPS 
released a similar stamp that was pro
duced on the BEP's B press. The 1¢ 
Omnibus design was re-engraved for 
the B press version with minor vari
ations, which are most noticeable in the 
size of the "I" of the denomination, and 
the absence of the "c" for cents. See 
page 2-6 for more information about 
the re-engraved, B-press version. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 1¢ 

After being replaced by the B-press 

version, the original I¢ Omnibus 
stamps were removed from philatelic 
sale on June 30, 1988, without prior 
notice. 

Plate 1 40534-1 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 18, 1983 

Certified ....................... Mar. 30, 1983 

To Press ........................ Apr. 21, 1983 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 25, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 183,250 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3,298,500 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 10, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $ .35 Cl 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... .40 Cl 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. . 55 Cl 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Detail of "chill roller doubling" 

Note: A doubling of the printed image, 
caused by a set-of/from the chill roller, 
is found on many positions on some 
rolls from plates 1 and 2. An example 
of "chill roller doubling" is shown in 
the illustration above. For more in
formation see Ken Lawrence, The 
United States Specialist, January, 1986. 
(esitimated value $12.50) 
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ln-2 
Plate 2 40535-2 

Paired with Plate I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. I8, I983 

To Press ........................ Apr. 2I, I983 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, I986 

Impressions ........................... I83,250 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,298,500 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 28, I984 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 CJ 
used 

Single (PSI) ... $ .30 

mint 

$ .35 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ............. .40 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 55 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Note: See the illustration~ and note 
about "chill roller doubling" below 
1 T 1 (on previous page). 

In-a 
Plate 3 40536-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. I8, I983 

To Press ......................... July I5, I985 
July 16, I985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 22I ,565 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,988, I70 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. I9, I986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .65 $ .70 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 90 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error (PS5) ... 275.00 c::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::J 

2-4 

• 

80s• • • 
Detail of "gripper cracks" at 2L 

Note: A constant plate variety called 
"gripper cracks" can be found on some 
rolls from plate 3 at the 2L position. 
The bottom illustration shows multiple 
gripper cracks that run from the rear of 
the bus through the "s" of "1880s." 
A PS5 showing this variety is estimated 
at $7.00. The top illustration shows the 
continuation of this plate flaw, which 
extended into the row above. A PS5 
showing this variety is estimated at 
$5.00. 

A matched set of the two PS5s show
ing both gripper cracks is estimated at 
$12.50. 

ln-4 
Plate 4 40537-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 18, 1983 

To Press ......................... July 15, 1985 
July 16, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 221 ,565 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3,988, 170 

Earliest Known Use ........ Apr 3, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .65 $ .70 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 90 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error (PS5) ... 275.00 CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 CJ 

Detail of chipped plate at joint line 

Note: A constant plate flaw appears to 
the left of the joint line (at 1 L) in some 
rolls from plate 4. A PS5 showing this 
variety is estimated at $5.00. 

In-s 
Plate 5 40558-5 

Paired with Plate 6 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Mar. II, 1983 

To Press ... (Paper Type I) Jan. 23, 1985 
(Paper Type /1) Aug. 13, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 507,343 

Maximum PNCs .................. 9,132,174 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 14, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 CJ 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $ .35 c::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ............. .40 c::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............... 55 CJ 
Imperforate (PS5/6) ... 3,000.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::J 



Note: In I986, a non-collector found 
imperforate I¢ Omnibus stamps at the 
end of a roll of 3,000 stamps from the 
plate 5 and 6 pairing. The finder in
discriminantly cut the imperforate 
stamps into strips for ease of handling. 
This resulted in the plate strips being 
shorter than the preferred length. Re
portedly, only three or four PS5s or 
PS6s of plate 6, and approximately ten 
PS5s or PS6sfrom plate 5 survived. 

Paper Type II 

,.. Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6.00 c:::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.25 c:::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.50 c:::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Ilia 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $7.00 c:::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.25 c:::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.50 c:::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

jT1-6 

Plate 6 40559-6 

Paired with Plate 5 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Mar. II, 1983 

To Press ... (Paper Type I) Jan. 23, 1985 
(Paper Type II) Aug. 13, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 507,343 

Maximum PNCs .................. 9, 132,174 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 15, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c:::::::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .30 $ .35 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ............. .40 c:::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 55 c:::::::J 
Imperforate (PS5/6) ... 4,500.00 c:::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Detail of "gripper cracks" at 1 R 

Note: A constant plate variety called 
a "gripper crack" can be found on 
some rolls from plate 6 at the I R posi
tion. The plate crack runs from the roof 
of the bus to the "I " of "I880s. " This 
variety is estimated at $8.50 for a PS5. 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6.00 c:::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.25 c:::::::J 
Strip of five (PS6) ............. 6.50 c:::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 1¢ 

Paper Type lila 

Rolls of500 

mint 

Single (PS 1) .................. $ 7.00 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.25 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS6) ............. 7.50 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 7 40721-7 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... July 15, 1983 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 8 40722-8 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... July 15, 1983 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 9 41119-9 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 7, 1984 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 
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1¢ Omnibus 
(8 and C/D Press) 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, New York 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Issue date ........... November 26, 1986 
Washington, DC 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) .......... sleeves I and 2 
C/D Press (9011902) ........... sleeve 3 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C/D Press ....... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press ..... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
C/D Press . 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink color .................................. Purple 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
on rotary perforator 

Tagging type ........................ Block or 
issued untagged 

2-6 

Roll sizes: 
B Press ...................... 500 and 3,000 
C/D Press .................. 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 500 tagged) .. N704 
B Press (500 untagged) ....... X7704 
B Press (roll of 3,000) ........... N705 
C Press (roll of 500) ............. 57704 
C Press (roll of 3,000) .......... 57705 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
B Press .................................... N. A. 
C Press .................................... N. A. 

The B-press version of the 1 ¢ Om
nibus was the thirtieth stamp added to 
the Transportation Series. It was issued 
in Washington, DC, on November 26, 
1986. 

This stamp is actually a re-engraved 
version of the 1 ¢ Omnibus design that 
was previously produced on the BEP's 
Cottrell presses. Three other Trans
portation Series issues that were first 
produced on the Cottrell presses-the 
4¢ Stagecoach, the 8.3¢ Ambulance, 
and the 14¢ Iceboat-had been con
verted to the newer B press earlier in 
1986. As with the previous "re-issued" 
coils, the USPS did not dedicate the re
lease of this stamp with an official 
first-day ceremony. But in contra
diction to earlier USPS news releases 
and the previous USPS policy toward 
the "re-issued" coils, the Postal Service 
offered an official first-day-of-issue 
cancellation for the re-engraved I¢ 
Omnibus. 

Unlike the three previously "re
issued" designs, the I¢ Omnibus had 
several changes to the basic design ele
ments, which adjusted the old design to 
meet the USPS's new design standards 
that had taken effect in 1985. The most 
noticeable change was made to the de
nomination inscription. On the original 
design, this inscription reads "USA I c." 
The new design reads "I USA." The 
"I" is now twice the height of the 
"USA," and the "c" for cents has been 

deleted.. These changes make it very 
easy to distinguish the new B-press 
version from the original Cottrell-press 
version. 

Another obvious distinction between 
the original I¢ Omnibus and the B
press version is whether there is a joint 
line running vertically along the right 
side of the stamp that shows the plate 
number. The original I¢ Omnibus 
stamps-and all other coil stamps that 
were produced on the Cottrell press
es-show a joint line. This joint line 
was produced by ink being deposited 
into the narrow gaps between the 
paired, semi-cylindrical printing plates. 
In comparison, the B-press version 
does not have a joint line to the right of 
the plate number; a joint line is not 
produced because the B press used a 
seamless, cylindrical printing sur
face-referred to as a "sleeve." 

The B-press version of the I¢ Om
nibus was originally only issued with 
block tagging. 

A second variety of the B-press Om
nibus appeared when the USPS' policy 
of tagging all unprecanceled stamps 
was modified to omit tagging on all 
stamps with a face value less than I 0¢. 
This new policy officially became ef
fective on January I, 1991, and was in
tended to reduce revenue loss from un
derpaid letters-those franked with a 
single, tagged, low-denomination 
stamp instead of a proper first-class 
stamp. The untagged version was 
originally found in vending machines 
in rolls of 3,000 stamps from sleeve 2. 

When the B press was discontinued, 
production of the I¢ Omnibus coil 
stamp was shifted to the BEP's C press 
(90 I) and D press (902), which use in
terchangable printing sleeves. The first 
I¢ Omnibus sleeve used on the C and/ 
or D presses was sleeve 3. Only on
tagged stamps were produced from this 
sleeve number. 



I T1{B)-1 

Plate 1 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) 177399-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

[iOCJI 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 3, 1986 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 26, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.50 CJ 

t Tthe BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions of this 
printing sleeve. · 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .50 $ .55 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 70 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 80 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 4.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T1 {B)-2blk 

Plate 2 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) 179668-2 

Rolls of 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Feb. I 0, I 988 

To Press ........................ Feb. 22, I 988 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 10, I 988 

Used on Cover ............... $2.00 CJ 

t The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ .60 D 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 70 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 80 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6.25 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.75 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 1¢ 

I T1 {B)-2unt 

Plate 2 - Untagged 
(B Press) I 79668-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

See the production data for Tl(B)-2blk. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Apr. 6, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ I .50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ .60 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 90 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. D 

I T1{C)-3 

Plate 3- Untagged 
(C and/or D Press) ??????-3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ N. A. CJ 
t This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions of 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ .60 D 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 75 c::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 85 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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2¢ Locomotive 
(Cottrell Press) 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, New York 

Art Director ............................... none 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................... John S. Wallace 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Locomotive 1870s 
USA2e 

Issue date .................... May 20, 1982 
Chicago, Illinois 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801 and 803) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Uoint line at right) 

Ink color ................................... Black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 0729 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1988 
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The 2¢ Locomotive coil was the sev
enth stamp issued in the Transportation 
Series. The stamp was released on May 
20, 1982, at a ceremony held in Chi
cago's Union Station during National 
Transportation Week. 

The locomotive and tender pictured 
on the stamp are representative of the 
most common steam engines used to 
pull passenger trains of the 1860s and 
1870s. The original artwork for the de
sign was based on two Currier and Ives 
prints: "The Express Train," published 
in 1870, and "The American Express 
Train," published in 1864. 

This version of the 2¢ Locomotive 
was only issued in a tagged form, and it 
was intended to be used as makeup 
postage and as a vending machine 
changemaker. It was extensively used 
as makeup postage in conjunction with 
20¢ stamps when the first-class letter 
rate increased from 20¢ to 22¢ on Feb
ruary 17, 1985. 

On March 6, 1987, a new version of 
the 2¢ Locomotive coil stamp (T2(B)-l) 

was released which was produced on 
the BEP' s newer B press and had a 
slightly different design. The Cottrell 
press version of the 2¢ Locomotive was 
eventually withdrawn from philatelic 
sale on August 31, 1988. 

An inconsistent doubling of the 
stamp image, caused by the chill roller 
during printing, appears on some rolls 
printed by the pairing of plates 3 and 4. 

Plate 1 39891-I 

Paired with Plate 2 (all stamps shredded) 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 14, 1981 

Certified ........................ Oct. 19, 1981 

To Press ........................ Apr. 15, 1982 

Canceled ........................ Sept. 7, 1984 

Impressions ............................. 4,327* 

Maximum PNCs ...................... Nonet 

* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes this number to be in error. 

t According to the USPS, all stamps 
from this plate were shredded. No 
stamps have ever been found by col
lectors. 

IT2-2 

Plate 2 39892-2 

Paired with Plate I (all stamps shredded) 

and Plate 6 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 14, 1981 

Certified ........................ Oct. 19, 1981 

To Press ........................ Apr. 15, 1982 
Sept 12, 1984 • 

Jan. 14, 1985 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 25, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 92,0 17* 

Maximum PNCs ................ 1,473,120t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 19, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 D 
.A. This "To Press" date was determined 
by the Plate Number Coil Study 
Group. 

* This total was reported by the BEP. 
It includes impressions from plate pair
ings (such as plate I paired with plate 
2) that did not produce any stamps. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 81,840 impressions for 
plate 6-the only number ever found 
paired with plate 2. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ .60 

Strip of three (PS3) .............. 65 

Strip of five (PS5) ................ 75 

D 
D 
D 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS12) ................. N. A. D 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.00 D 
3L (PS7) ························ 2.00 D 
4L (PS8) ························ 2.50 D 
5L (PS9) ........................ 2.50 D 



Plate 3 39906-3 

Paired with Plate 5 (all stamps shredded) 

and Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 18, 1981 

Certified ....................... Mar. 20, 1982 

To Press ........................ Apr. 14, 1982 
Apr. 16, 1982.6. 

Sept 10, 1984 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 26, 1984 

Impressions ......................... 189,339* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 3,269,520t 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 21, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 c::J 
.6. This "To Press" date was determined 
by the Plate Number Coil Study 
Group. 

* This total was reported by the BEP. 
It includes impressions from plate pair
ings (such as plate 3 paired with plate 
5) that did not produce any stamps. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 181,640 impressions 
for plate 4-the only number ever 
found paired with plate 3. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .40 $ .45 

Strip of three (PS3) .............. 50 

Strip of five (PS5) ................ 60 

Imperforate (PS6) ......... 250.00 

c::J 
c::J 
c::J 
c::J 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 c::J 

Detail of "chill-roller doubling" 

Note: A doubling of the printed image, 
caused by a set-off from the chill roller, 
is found on many positions on some 
rolls from plate 3 and 4. The doubling 
is most noticeable in the inscription, 
but can also be seen in the vignette. 
For more information see Ken Law
rence, The United States Specialist, 
January, 1986. 

A PS5 exhibiting this variety is es
timated at $12.50. 

Detail of "Cracked 3" at 1 L 

Note: A gripper crack runs through the 
right side of the plate number. A PS5 
showing the "Cracked 3" variety is es
timated at $11.00. 

Detail of "Smoking t" (bottom) and 
"Smoking t continuation" (top) at 1L 

Note: The bottom of the above il
lustration shows a constant plate va
riety called the "Smoking t" that can be 
found on some rolls from plate 3 at the 
I L (numbered stamp) position. A plate 
crack starts at the top of the "t" in 
"Locomotive" and runs toward the top 
of the stamp. A PS5 showing this va
riety is estimated at $17.25. 

The top of the above illustration 
shows the contiuation of this plate flaw, 
which extends into the row above. The 
"Smoking t continuation" shows the 

Transportation Series Stamps, 2¢ 

plate crack running to the base of the 
plate number. The "Smoking t con
tinuation" is usually faint. A PS5 
showing this variety is estimated at 
$17.25. 

Detail of "Tail on t'' at 1 L 

Note: A constant plate flaw called the 
"Tail on t" appears at the 1 L (numbered 
stamp) position in some rolls from plate 
3. A PS5 showing this variety is es
timated at $12.50. 

Note: Some strips from the plate 3 and 
4 pairing of the 2¢ Locomotive exhibit 
untagged horizontal lines when ex
posed to shortwave ultraviolet light. 
The untagged lines, which resemble 
precancel bars, are sometimes referred 
to as "Railroad Tracks." They are be
lieved to be caused by worn areas of the 
impression cylinder that had been ex
tensively used while precanceling. 

Prior to the BEP fire on March 5, 
1982, press 803 was designated as a 
precanceling press-producing only 
precanceled versions of Cottrell
produced coils. The press-room fire 
destroyed two of the Cottrell presses 
(802 and 804), which forced the BEP to 
shift all Cottrell tagged stamp pro
duction to the 801 press. 

Almost all of the Cottrell-produced, 
tagged stamps sent to press during the 
five-month period after the fire, exist 
with the untagged horizontal lines. 
However, tagged versions of some of 
these same stamps from earlier or later 
press runs exhibit this tagging variety 
also. 

Continued on the next page 
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The following tagged PNCs have all 

been found with horizontal untagged 
lines: 

• 2¢ Locomotive, plates 3 and 4 

• 3.4¢ School Bus, plates 1 and 2 

• 4¢ Stagecoach, plates 1 and 2 
plates 5 and 6 

• 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, plates 5 and 6 

• 17¢ Electric Auto, plates 3 and 4 

• 20¢ Fire Pumper, plates 5 and 13 
plates 9 and 10 
plates 12 and 14 
plates 15 and 16 

IT2-4 

Plate 4 39907-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type/) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 18, 1981 

Certified ........................ Apr. 16, 1982 

To Press ........................ Apr. 16, 1982 
Sept 10, 1984 A. 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 26, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 181,640 

Maximum PNCs ............... 3,264,520t 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 22, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c::::::::J 

A. This "To Press" date was determined 
by the Plate Number Coil Study 
Group. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 181,640 impressions 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .40 $ .45 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 60 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 250.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 c::::::::J 
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Note: A doubling of the printed image, 

caused by a set-off from the chill roller, 

is found on many positions on some 
rolls from plate 3 and 4. See the note 
and illustration for n-3 on the previous 
page. 

Plate 5 39908-5 

Paired with Plate 3 (all stamps shredded) 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 18, 1981 

Certified ............................... unknown 

To Press ........................ Apr. I 4, I 982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 1 ,440* 

Maximum PNCs ...................... Nonet 

* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes this number to be in error. 

t According to the USPS, all stamps 
from this plate were most likely shred
ded. No stamps have ever been found 
by collectors. 

Plate 6 39909-6 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 18, 1981 

Certified ............................... unknown 

To Press ....................... Sept. 12, 1984 
Jan. 14, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 81 ,840 

Maximum PNCs ............... I ,473, 120t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 20, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c::::::::J 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 81,840 impressions for 
plate 6. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ .55 $ .60 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 65 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks: 
I-, None (PS12) ................. N. A .. __j 

2L (PS6) ........................ 3.00 L J 

3L (PS7) ........................ 2.00 c:::.=J 
4L (PS8) ........................ 2.50 CJ 
5L (PS9) ........................ 2.50 CJ 

Plate 7 40207-7 

Never available. 

Assigned ............................. May 1982 

Certified .................................... Never 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Aug. 2, 1983 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

IT2-8 

Plate 8 40208-8 

Paired with Plate I 0 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... May 4, 1982 

Certified ............................... unknown 

To Press ........................ Sept. 26, 1984 
Jan. 14, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 296,083 

Maximum PNCs ............... 5,329,494t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 18, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 CJ 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 296,083 impressions 
for plate 8. 



Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .40 $ .45 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 60 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) .......... 250.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error ..................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS12) ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.00 c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 2.00 c::::::::J 
5L (PS9) ........................ 3.50 c::::::::J 
6L (PS 1 0) ...................... 6.00 c::::::::J 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PS 1) .................. $ 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS 12) ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 7.00 c::::::::J 

"Coal falling from tender" at 1 R 

Note: A constant plate flaw called 
"Coal falling from tender" appears at 
the I R position of plate 10 (but next to 
the plate number 8 stamp) in some rolls 
from plates 8 and 10. A PS5 showing 
this variety is estimated at $10.00. 

Plate 9 40723-9 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. July 1983 

Certified .................................... Never 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 18, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

IT2-10 

Plate 10 40734-10 

Paired with Plate 8 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ........................ Aug. 3, 1983 

Certified ............................... unknown 

To Press ................... Sept. 10, 1984 & 

Sept. 26, 1984 
Jan. 14, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 296,083 

Maximum PNCs ................ 5,329,494t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 23, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 c::::::::J 

.& The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes this "To Press" date is an error 
in the BEP reports. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 296,083 impressions 
for plate 10. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 2¢ 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .40 $ .45 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 60 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............... 70 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 250.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS 12) ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.00 c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 2.00 c::::::::J 
5L (PS9) ........................ 2.50 c::::::::J 
6L (PS I 0) ...................... 6.00 c::::::::J 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 5.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6. 75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS 12) ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 7.00 c::::::::J 
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The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

2¢ Locomotive 
(8 and C/D Press) 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering .................. Michael J. Ryan 
BEP 

Locomotive 1870s 
2USA 

Issue date ...................... Mar. 6, 1987 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) ........... sleeves I and 2 
CID Press (901/902) ........... sleeve 3 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C!D Press ....... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval 
B Press ..... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
CID Press . 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink color ................................... Black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
on rotary perforator 

Tagging type ........................ Block or 
issued untagged 

2-12 

Roll sizes: 
B Press ........ 500; 3,000; and 10,000 
C!D Press ................................ 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 500) .............. N729 
B Press (roll of 3,000) ........... N730 
C Press (roll of 3,000) .......... 57730 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
B Press (roll of 500) . Feb. 20, 1991 
B Press (roll of 3,000) ........... N. A. 
C!D Press (roll of 3,000) ....... N. A. 

The re-engraved, B-press version of 
the 2¢ Locomotive was the thirty-third 
stamp added to the Transportation Se
ries. It was issued on March 6, 1987, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in conjunction 
with the MILCOPEX '87 Stamp Show. 
This was the first time that the Postal 
Service acknowledged the release of a 
re-engraved coil with an official first
day-of-issue ceremony, program, and 
cancellation. Up to this time, of the four 
Transportation Series designs to be 
converted from the Cottrell presses to 
the B press-the 4¢ Stagecoach, the 
8.3¢ Ambulance, the 14¢ Iceboat, and 
the I¢ Omnibus-only the I¢ Omnibus 
was granted an official first-day-of
issue cancellation, but without the cer
emony. 

The full ceremony for the re
engraved 2¢ Locomotive was brought 
on by the Postal Service's promise to 
hold first-day ceremonies at five stamp 
shows during the first half of 1987, and 
the delay in the printing of the 14¢ Flag 
postal card that was originally sched
uled for release at the MILCOPEX '87 
Stamp Show. By chance, the re
engraved 2¢ Locomotive was the only 
un-issued stamp that was available to 
fill the void. These coincidences made 
the B-press version of the 2¢ Loco
motive the only re-engraved coil of the 
Transportation Series to be granted full 
first-day-of-issue status by the USPS. 
The precanceled 12¢ Stanley Steamer, 
which was the only Cottrell-produced 
Transportation Series design to be 

moved to the B press following the 2¢ 
Locomotive, received no first-day rec
ognition from the Postal Service. 

The re-engraved 2¢ Locomotive was 
also inadvertently placed on sale on 
March 6 at the New York International 
Stamp Exposition. This release al
lowed collectors to produce unofficial 
first-day cancels using the exposition 

cancel. 
The transfer of the 2¢ Locomotive 

design from the old Cottrell presses to 
the newer B press required a new die to 
be engraved; the image area of the die 
created for the Cottrell press was wider 
than the .73 inch maximum for the B 
press. The engraving of a new B-press 
die resulted in several major design 
differences between the two stamps. 
The most noticeable of these changes is 
the denomination inscription. As with 
the previously re-engraved I¢ Om
nibus, this inscription was changed to 
meet the USPS's new design standards 
that took effect in 1985. On the original 
design, this inscription reads "USA 
2c." The new design reads "2 USA," 
with the "2" being twice the height of 
the "USA," and the "c" for cents de
leted. These changes make it very easy 
to distinguish the new B-press version 
from the original Cottrell-press ver
sion. 

Although the B-press version of the 
2¢ Locomotive featured the same vig
nette as the Cottrell-press version, the 
locomotive was reduced in size to meet 
the B-press requirements. See page 2-
8 for a description of the vignette that 
was used on the original, Cottrell-press 
version of the 2¢ Locomotive. Both 
versions were printed in black ink, but 
the re-engraved version appears much 
darker because of the shallower en
graving and the more effective wiping 
of the B press. 

Another obvious distinction between 
the original 2¢ Locomotive and the B
press version is whether there is a joint 
line running vertically along the right 
side of the stamp that shows the plate 
number. The original 2¢ Locomotive 



stamps-and all other stamps that were 
produced on the Cottrell presses-show 
a joint line. This joint line was pro
duced by ink deposited into the narrow 
gaps between the paired, semi
cylindrical printing plates. In compari
son, the B-press version does not have 
a joint line to the right of the plate 
number; a joint line was not produced 
because the B press used a seamless, 
cylindrical printing surface-referred 
to as a "sleeve." 

The B-press version of the 2¢ Loco
motive was originally only issued with 
block tagging in rolls of 3,000 stamps. 
Later, as the Postal Service's reserve of 
the original 2¢ Locomotive dwindled, 
the B-press version was also produced 
in coils of 500 stamps. 

In 1989, the re-engraved 2¢ Loco
motive was the first coil processed into 
rolls of I 0,000 stamps. This large for
mat was requested by Reader's Digest 
Books for use on seven-million sweep
stakes coupons. The Postal Service was 
still experimenting with the large size, 
which resulted in only two-thirds of the 
Reader's Digest order being delivered. 

Collectors did not become aware of 
this new I 0,000-stamp coil until the 
Reader's Digest supply was exhausted. 
Luckily for plate number coil col
lectors, the I 0,000-stamp rolls were 
produced using plate I, which was also 
used to produced the 500- and 3,000-
stamp rolls. 

When use of the B press was dis
continued, production of the 2¢ Loco
motive coil stamp was shifted to the 
BEP's C press (901) and D press (902), 
which use interchangable printing 
sleeves. The first 2¢ Locomotive sleeve 
used on the C and/or D presses was 
sleeve 2. These were produced after the 
USPS' I99I policy to omit tagging 
from all stamps with a denomination 
less than 10¢. Thus, only untagged 
stamps were produced from this sleeve 
number. 

IT2(8)-1 

Plate 1 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) I77319-I 

Rolls of 500; 3,000; and IO,OOO 

Assigned ......................... Oct. 9, I986 

To Press ........................ Feb. 19, 1987 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 17, I987 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 c=:J 
t The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .55 $ .65 c=:J 
Stripofthree(PS3) .............. 70 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 80 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=:J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3.00 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.25 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=:J 

Transportation Series Stamps, 2¢ 

Detail showing the "Railroad Spike" 

Note: A constant plate flaw, known as 
the "Railroad Spike," is located at po
sition 25R on some rolls of the re
engraved 2¢ Locomotive. An un
numbered strip of five showing this va
riety on the center stamp is estimated at 
$11.50. 

IT2(C)-2 

Plate 2- Untagged 
(C and/or D Press) 192404-2 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ........................ Aug. 13, I994 
Sept. 8, 1994 
Oct. 3, 1994 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A.t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 19, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $2.00 c=:J 
* Information obtained by the Plate 
Number Coil Study Group showed that 
there were 246,350 impressions in the 
August-October 1994 printing runs 
alone. 

t The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ .60 $ .65 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 75 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 80 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

3¢ Handcar 

Designer ...................... Walter Brooks 
Norwalk, Connecticut 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ................. Thomas J. Bakos 
BEP 

Issue date ................. March 25, 1983 
Rochester, New York 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ................ Cottrell Press (801) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Uoint line at right) 

Ink color .......................... Dark green 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 ............................... 0783 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1988 
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The 3¢ Handcar was the tenth stamp 
to be released in the Transportation Se
ries. It was issued on March 25, 1983, 
at a ceremony held at the ROPEX '83 
stamp show in Rochester, New York. 

The design was rendered from an il
lustration that appeared in the June 15, 
1883, edition of the Railroad Gazette. 
It features a manually operated railroad 
handcar manufactured in the 1880s by 
the Bucyrus Foundry and Man
ufacturing Company of Bucyrus, Ohio. 

This type of handcar was used by 
railroad crews to travel on the early 
American railway system. One or two 
men would operate the handcar by 
pumping the teeter-totter lever up and 
down. The pumping action turned 
gears that propelled the handcar and the 
crew along the railroad tracks at speeds 
of ten miles per hour or more. The 
handcar, therefore, offered a quick and 
easy means of transporting small work 
crews and supplies for the repair of 
railroad signals, rails, water tanks, and 
fences. The handcar was also used by 
inspectors checking switches, signal 
lights, and newly laid track. 

The 3¢ denomination did not meet a 
specific rate at the time of issue, but the 
Handcar was extensively used-first as 
a changemaker in vending machines, 
and later as makeup postage in com
bination with 22¢ stamps to meet the 
first-class letter rate that increased to 
25¢ on April 3, 1988. 

The 3¢ Handcar was originally in
tended to replace the tagged 3¢ Park
man coil of the Prominent Americans 
Series, which had been in use since 
1975. However, the USPS continued 
supplying large quantities of Parkman 
coils throughout the life of the 3¢ 
Handcar. Surprisingly, the Handcar 
coil was never precanceled by the BEP. 
Instead, the 3¢ Parkman cail saw ser
vice into 1985 for the nonprofit, carri
er-route sort rate. 

Some bulk mailers used pairs of the 
3¢ Handcar to pay the 6¢ third-class 
non-profit bulk rate that was in effect 
through December 31, 1985. The 

stamps that were used for this rate are 
typically marked by the wobbly, wavy 
lines of a mailer's postmark. 

Unlike some of the Cottrell-produced 
coils that preceeded it, the design of the 
3¢ Handcar coil was not transfered to 
the B press after the Cottrells were dis
continued in November 1985. Instead, 
when the USPS considered the supply 
of the 3¢ Handcar to be insufficient, the 
Postal Service chose to add a new de
sign to the Transportation Series, re
placing the 3¢ Handcar with a new 3¢ 
coil featuring a Conestoga wagon on 
February 29, 1988. 

The 3¢ Handcar coil was removed 
from philatelic sale on August 31, 
1988. Although, in January 1989, the 
USPS reported that 28.7 million 3¢ 
Handcar stamps were in its vaults for 
possible future use. 

I T3H-1 

Plate 1 40060-1 

Paired only with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 26, 1982 

To Press ......................... Jan. 17, 1983 
Jan.24, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 365,524 

Maximum PNCs .................. 6,579,432 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 10, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .65 $ .70 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 90 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

··~ 



Transportation Series Stamps, 3¢ 

I....___ T_3H_-2 __ ITJ_B_~_.DC II....___ T_3H_-4 __ B_~____,c I I u~ [Hl c~ 
Plate 2 40061-2 

Paired only with Plate I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 26, 1982 

To Press ......................... Jan. 17, 1983 
Jan.24, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 365,524 

Maximum PNCs .................. 6,579,432 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 18, 1983 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c=J 

used 

Single (PSI) ... $ .65 

mint 

$ .70 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 80 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 90 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

IT3H-3 

Plate 3 40169-3 

Paired only with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 31, 1982 

To Press ......................... Jan. 17, 1983 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 61, 156 

Maximum PNCs .................. ),I 00,808 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 29, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c=J 

used 

Single (PSI) ... $ .65 

mint 

$ .70 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 80 c=J 

~ Strip of five (PS5) ................ 90 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Plate 4 40170-4 

Paired only with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 31, 1982 

ToPress ......................... Jan.I7, 1983 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 6I, 156 

Maximum PNCs .................. 1, 100,808 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 21, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 c=J 

used 

Single (PSI) ... $ .65 

mint 

$ .70 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 80 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ................ 90 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Plate 5 40740-5 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 17, 1983 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ..... ~ .................. Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 6 40741-6 

Never available 

Assigned ........................... Aug. 1983 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Mar. 18, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

< '} I 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 3¢ Handcar stamps 
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The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

3¢ Conestoga 
Wagon 

Designer ................... Richard Schlect 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering .................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Issue date ............. February 29, 1988 
Conestoga, Pennsylvania 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 1) ...................... sleeve I 
CID Press (90 1/902) .sleeves 2 and 3 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
CID Press .. . . . . . 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press ..... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
CID Press . 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink color ............................... Maroon 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of 1 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

2-16 

Tagging type ........................ Block or 
issued untagged 

Roll sizes: 
B Press ............. 1 00; 500; and 3,000 
CID Press ................................ 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 100) ............... 0761 
B Press (roll of 500) ............... 0762 
B Press (roll of 3,000) ............ 0763 
C Press (roll of 3,000) ............ 7763 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 

On February 29, 1988, the USPS is
sued the 3¢ Conestoga Wagon coil. 
This was the thirty-eighth face differ
ent stamp added to the Transportation 
Series. Its release also marked the sec
ond time that the Postal Service issued 
a new design for a denomination that 
previously existed in the Transportation 
Series. The 3¢ Conestoga Wagon re
placed the 3¢ Handcar coil stamp that 
was originally released in 1983. The 3¢ 
Handcar coil was produced on the 
BEP' s Cottrell presses that were dis
continued in November 1985. As sup
plies of the Handcar coil neared in
sufficient levels, the USPS chose to 
introduce the new Conestoga Wagon 
design into the series instead of trans
fering the Handcar design to the B 
press. This decision was possibly 
prompted by the much-publicized, 
public interest to include the Conestoga 
wagon in the popular Transportation 
Series. 

The artwork for this stamp was based 
on a photograph that appeared in the 
book Conestoga Wagon 1750-1850 by 
George Shumway. It features a rear 
view of the Conestoga wagon, dis
playing its distinctive arched, canvas 
canopy. 

The Conestoga wagon was invented 
around 1725 by the Pennsylvania Dutch 
of the Conestoga Valley in Penn
sylvania. The Pennsylvania Dutch 
originally designed this covered wagon 

to transport their produce to markets, 
but its useful design made it the primary 
vehicle of the pioneers migrating west
ward to the Ohio River valley. The 
Conestoga wagon had a rounded bed 
that was higher at the front and rear 
ends. It also had high sides. These 
characteristics made the wagon ideal 
for carrying cargo, and also made it 
possible for the wagon to float across 
streams and small rivers. The Con
estoga wagon also had broad, over
sized wheels that allowed the pioneers 
to maneuver on the rough and muddy 
terrain that they often encountered. A 
high, rounded, canvas cover provided 
additional shelter from the elements, 
allowing the Conestoga wagon to be 
used as temporary living quarters dur
ing the journey westward. 

The Conestoga wagon's size and 
usual heavy cargo required it to be 
pulled by a team of four or six horses. 

The 3¢ Conestoga Wagon was pri
marily issued as makeup postage with 
the remaining 22¢ stamps for the 25¢ 
first-class, first-ounce Jetter rate that 
went into effect on April 3, 1988. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 3¢ Conestoga Wagon stamps. 



ITacw-1 
Plate 1 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) 178807-1 

Rolls of 1 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 8, 1987 

To Press ....................... Sept. 29, 1987 
Nov. 9, 1987 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1989 

Impressions ......................... 264,000* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,752,000 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 3, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.50 c:::::J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 528,000 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .65 $ . 70 c:::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .............. 90 c:::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.00 c:::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::::J 

Note: A constant, vertical plate flaw 
appears on several consecutive rows of 
sleeve 1. The flaw originates on the 
bottom row of the sleeve at position 11 L. 
This flaw, known as the "Burning Wag
on," is shown below. An un-numbered 
strip of five showing this variety on the 
center stamp is estimated at $20.00. 

Detail of the "Burning Wagon" at 11 L 

• 
• • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Upward continuation of the plate flaw 
above the "Burning Wagon" at 11 L 

Note: The "Burning Wagon" plate 
flaw is known to extend through the two 
rows directly above it in the 11 L posi
tion of sleeve 1. Un-numbered strips of 
five showing this continuation on the 
center stamp are estimated at $20.00 

jT3CW-2 
Plate 2 - Untagged 
(C and/or D Press) 189711-2 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned ...................... Nov. 16, 1991 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 1, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c:::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 3¢ 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .80 $ .85 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.00 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.10 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

jTaCW-3 
Plate 3 - Untagged 
(C and/or D Press) 193022-3 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 1//n) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ......................... Sept. 6, 1994 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ N. A. [=:J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .80 $ .85 

Strip ofthree (PS3) ........... 1.10 

Strip offive (PS5) ............ 1.15 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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3.4¢ School Bus 

Designer ........................... Lou Nolan 
McLean, Virginia 

Art Director .................. Derry Noyes 
CSAC 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............. Kenneth Kipperman 

Lettering ................... Gary J. Slaught 

School Bus 1..<)2()s 

3.4USA 

Tagged 

School Bus1920s 
3.4USA 

Precanceled 

BEP 

Issue date ...................... June 8, I 985 
Arlington, Virginia 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801 and 803) 

Plate size . . . . . . . . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 
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Ink color .................................. Green 

Perforation Gauge ....... 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ........................................ 500 

Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ............... 0737 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ....... P737 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... April 30, 1987 

The twentieth stamp added to the 
Transportation Series was issued on 
June 8, 1985, at a ceremony at the 
NAPEX stamp show in Arlington, Vir
ginia. This coil features a school bus 
that was first used in the late 1920s. 

Throughout the world, buses are used 
as a major mode of public tranportation, 
particularly by nations with advanced 
road and highway systems. In the USA, 
thousands of buses are used in intercity 
service and for local and suburban 
transit as a convenient and economical 
means of transportation. A substantial 
portion of the nation's bus fleet is com
prised of school buses, which are used 
to transport approximately fifty percent 
of the nation's students. Millions of 
students have been transported for ed
ucational reasons since a school district 
first hired a farmer to convey children 
to school in a wagon in 1859. 

This stamp depicts Blue Bird No. 1, 
the very first bus built by the Blue Bird 
Body Company of Fort Valley, Geor
gia, in 1927. This was one of the first 
American-made buses to feature a 
steel-constructed body, which was fit
ted onto a Ford Model T chassis-an 
innovative departure from the wooden
bodied school buses prevalent at the 
time. 

This bus could accommodate twenty 
children in seats along its perimeter. 
There was no glass in the vehicle except 
for the driver's windshield, although 
canvas curtains could be unfurled dur
ing inclement weather. The vehicle 

only had one door, which was located 
at the rear. 

Today, the Blue Bird Body Company 
is recognized as one of the four major 
American manufacturers of school bus 
bodies. 

The tagged version of this stamp was 
issued in coils of 500 stamps for col
lectors. 

The precanceled version of the 3.4¢ 
School Bus stamp was issued to meet 
the mininum per-piece rate for third
class bulk mailings sorted to local car
rier routes by nonprofit organizations. 
This rate went into effect on February 
17, 1985, and continued through De
cember 31, 1985. The overprint in
cluded two lines of text reading "Non
profit Org. I CAR-RT SORT" between 
two horizontal bars. This stamp re
placed the 3¢ Francis Parkman coil 
(from the Prominent Americans Series) 
that was overprinted with the same ser
vice inscription. 

When the rate for third-class, non
profit bulk mailing, sorted to carrier 
route, was increased to 4.8¢ on January 
I, 1986, the USPS authorized the pre
canceled 3.4¢ School Bus stamp to be 
used as false franking until March 8, 
1986, with the difference being paid at 
the time of mailing. 

On March 9, 1986, the rate increased 
again to 5.7¢. This increase prompted 
the USPS to authorize the use of the 
precanceled 3.4¢ School Bus stamp to 
be used as false franking for the new 
rate through April 19, 1986. 

The rate was then reduced to 5.5¢ on 
April 20, 1986. The USPS once again 
authorized the precanceled 3.4¢ School 
Bus to be used as false franking from 
the beginning of the new rate through 
October 19, 1986. On October 23, 
1986, the Postal Service extended this 
false-franking privilege through March 
31, 1987. By this time, the 5.5¢ Star 
Route Truck coil stamp was available. 

Both versions of the 3.4¢ School Bus 
were withdrawn from philatelic sale on 
April 30, 1987. 



IT3.4-1 [1]8~1 L-IT_3.4_-1_P __ ____. 

Plate 1 41186-I Plate 1 41186-1 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 only (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 18, 1985 

To Press ........................ Apr. 3, 1985t 
Apr. 15, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 277,794 

Maximum PNCs .................. 327,083* 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 8, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c::::::::J 

t This plate was used earlier to produce 
precanceled stamps. 

* This total was derived by Ken Law

rence from the annual USPS Stamps 
Division fiscal-year reports. See The 
Plate Number, March 1990. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.05 $ 1.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three. (PS3) ........... 1.15 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.30 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: Some rolls of the tagged 3.4¢ 
School Bus exhibit a doubling of the 
image caused by set-off from the chill 
roller of the Cottrell press. This dou
bling is inconsistent and can appear on 
any position throughout a roll of 
stamps. An un-numbered strip of five 
showing this variety is estimated at 
$15.00. 

Detail of "chill-roller doubling" 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T3.4-l. 

To Press .......................... Apr. 2, 1985 
Aug. 20, 1985 

Maximum PNCs ............... 2,544,677* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 31, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c::::::::J 
* This total was derived by Ken Law
rence from the annual USPS Stamps 
Division fiscal-year reports. See The 
Plate Number, March 1990. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.00 $ 7.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7. 75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

Line Gap (PS5) ......... 375.00 c::::::::J 
IR (PS6) ....................... 7.75 c::::::::J 
2R (PS7) ..................... 12.00 c::::::::J 
3R (PS8) ..................... 15.50 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.00 c::::::::J 

IT3.4-2 

Plate 2 41187-2 

Paired with Plate I only 

Rolls of 500 only (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 18, 1985 

To Press ........................ Apr. 3, 1985t 
Apr. 15, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 277,794 

Maximum PNCs .................. 327,083* 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 8, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c::::::::J 

t This plate was used earlier to produce 
precanceled stamps. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 3.4¢ 

* This total was derived by Ken Law
rence from the annual USPS Stamps 
Division fiscal-year reports. See The 

Plate Number, March 1990. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.05 $ 1.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.15 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.30 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: Some rolls of the tagged 3.4¢ 
School Bus exhibit a doubling of the 
image caused by set-off from the chill 
roller of the Cottrell press. See the note 
for T3.4-l. 

IT3.4-2P 
Plate 2 41187-2 

Paired with Plate I only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T3.4-2. 

To Press .......................... Apr. 2, 1985 
Aug. 20, 1985 

Maximum PNCs ............... 2,544,677* 

Earliest Known Use ........... Mar. 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c::::::::J 
* This total was derived by Ken Law
rence from the annual USPS Stamps 
Division fiscal-year reports. See The 

Plate Number, March 1990. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.00 $ 7.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

Line Gap (PS5) ......... 375.00 c::::::::J 
lR (PS6) ....................... 7.75 c::::::::J 
2R (PS7) ..................... 12.00 c::::::::J 
3R (PS8) ..................... 15.50 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.00 c::::::::J 
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Plate 3 41188-3 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 18, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 14, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 4 41189-4 

Paired with Plate 6 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 18, 1985 

To Press ....................... Sept. 20, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ......................... 319,322* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

* The USPS said this figure is errone
ous, as impressions were around 
20,000, and they may all have been 
shredded. No stamps with this plate 
number have ever been found by col
lectors. 

Plate 5 41253-5 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 14, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 
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Plate 6 41254-6 

Paired with Plate 4 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press ....................... Sept. 20, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ......................... 319,322* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

* The USPS said this figure is errone
ous, as impressions were around 
20,000, and they may all have been 
shredded. No stamps with this plate 
number have ever been found by col
lectors. 

Plate 7 41259-7 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 13, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 8 41285-8 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 8, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 25, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Notes: 



4¢ Stagecoach 
(Cottrell Press) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 

. Stag<•('mJdllRHO::; 

USA4e 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

BEP 

Issue date ................ August 19, 1982 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

(STaMpsHOW '82) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: .................... Cottrell Presses 
(801 and 803) 

Plate size . .. .. .. ... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color ................... Reddish Brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: 

Tagged ....................... 500 and 3,000 

Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ............... 0741 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ....... P741 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 

Tagged ................. February 28, 1989 

Precanceled ............ August 31, 1985 

The 4¢ Stagecoach was the eighth 
coil stamp issued in the Transportation 
Series. The tagged version was re
leased on August 19, 1982, in Mil
waukee, Wisconsin, at STaMpsHOW 
'82, the annual convention of the 
American Philatelic Society. The pre
canceled version, which was not re
leased until after November 22, 1982, 
was overprinted with horizontal bars 
and a service inscription reading "Non
profit Org." 

The stamp shows a side view of a 
Concord stagecoach made by Abbott 
& Downing of Concord, New Hamp
shire. This type of stagecoach traveled 
between frontier towns and settlements 
contributing to the expansion of the 
American West. Stagecoaches were 
introduced in America during the last 
quarter of the 18th century. At that 
time, they were used primarily by the 
wealthy. By the early part of the 19th 
century, stagecoach lines had con
nected nearly all of the major cities in 
the United States, reaching as far west 
as Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. During 
this time, the stagecoach also became 
popular as the only means of cross
country travel for a majority of the 
population. The stagecoach also pro
vided a valuable link in transporting the 
U.S. mail. 

The precanceled 4¢ Stagecoach was 
issued to meet the third-class, nonprofit 
5-digit sort bulk rate that was in effect 

Transportation Series Stamps, 4¢ 

July 28, 1982, through January 8, 1983. 
Beginning January 9, 1983, the Postal 
Service authorized mailers to use the 
precanceled 4¢ Stagecoach as false 
franking for the new 4.3¢ rate, with the 
additional postage paid at the time of 
mailing. This false franking privelege 
was originally scheduled to expire on 
July 6, 1983, but was later extended 
"until further notice." The Postal Ser
vice never issued a new stamp to meet 
the 4.3¢ rate, and on February 17, 1985, 
the third-class, nonprofit 5-digit sort 
bulk rate increased again to 4.9¢. False 
franking privileges were granted to use 
the precanceled 4¢ Stagecoach to meet 
the new rate until June 16, 1985, and 
were later extended to August 18, 1985. 
On June 21, 1985, the new precanceled 
4.9¢ Buckboard coil was issued, re
placing the precanceled 4¢ Stagecoach. 
The 4.9¢ Buckboard coil ended the 
need for the precanceled version of the 
4¢ Stagecoach; so, on August 31, 1985, 
it was withdrawn from philatelic sale. 

The tagged 4¢ Stagecoach coil stamp 
did not cover a specific rate, but huge 
quantities of this stamp were used in 
strips of five on return envelopes sent 
out with fund appeals from the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAY). In 1985, 
the DA V's large mailings eventually 
called for the reprinting of the 4¢ tagged 
Stagecoach. The BEP met this need by 
printing the tagged stamp from plates 5 
and 6, which were previously only 
available as precanceled PNCs. These 
numbers weren't discovered until Jan
uary 1986, when it was learned that the 
majority of the entire printing was sent 
to Cincinnati for use by the DAY. 

The need for the tagged 4¢ Stage
coach continued even though the Cot
trell presses were being retired from 
use. This need prompted the BEP to 
re-engrave the 4¢ Stagecoach and pro
duce the stamps in rolls of 3,000 from 
the B press. Slight differences exist 
between the Cottrell and the B press 
versions. An explanation of the 4¢ 
Stagecoach B press stamp and the dif
ferences between the two versions ap-
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pears on page 2-25. 
It was on the 4¢ Stagecoach that col

lectors first noticed an inconsistent 
doubling of the stamp image, which 
was then suspected to be the result of a 
double transfer-a constant plate va
riety caused by the misregistration of 
the transfer roll and the original image 
during a re-entry on the printing plate. 
This inconsistent doubling was later 
discovered to be caused by the chill 
roller during printing. This variety ap
pears on some of the tagged rolls pro
duced by the pairing of plates 1 and 2. 

T4S-1 ®~IT]~ IFocl 

Plate 1 40212-1 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ..................... June 25, 1982t 

To Press ........................ June 24, 1982 

Canceled ......................... July 7, 1982 

Impressions ............................. 73,589 

Maximum PNCs ................. 1,324,602 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 16, 1983 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

t The BEP reported that plate 1 was 
certified on this date, but this is most 
likely an error because the "To Press" 
date precedes the "Certified" date. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.20 $ 1.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.65 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 3,500.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: Some rolls of the tagged 4¢ 
Stagecoach from the plate 1 and 2 
pairing exhibit a doubling of the image 
possibly caused by set-offfrom the chill 
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roller of the Cottrell press. This dou
bling seems to be more consistent in lo
cation than the chill-roller doubling 
found on other Cottrell press issues. 
The doubling is most noticeable on the 
left side of the printed image of the 3L 
and 3R stamps. A PS5 showing this 
variety is estimated at $7.50. 

4c 
Detail of image doubling 

Note: Some strips from the pairing of
plate 1 with 2, and 5 with 6 of the 4¢ 
Stagecoach exhibit untagged horizontal 
lines when exposed to shortwave ultra
violet light. The untagged lines, which 
resemble precancel bars, are sometimes 
referred to as "Railroad Tracks." They 
are believed to be caused by worn areas 
of inking-in rollers that had been ex
tensively used on a precanceling letter 
press. For more information, see the 
note beginning on page 2-9. 

T4S-2®~~B~ 

Plate 2 40213-2 

Paired with Plate 1 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ..................... June 25, 1982t 

To Press ........................ June 24, 1982 

Canceled ......................... July 7, 1982 

Impressions ............................. 73,589 

Maximum PNCs ................. 1 ,324,602 

Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 3, 1983 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

t The BEP reported that plate 1 was 
certified on this date, but this is most 
likely an error because the "To Press" 
date precedes the "Certified" date. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.20 $ 1.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.65 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 3,500.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: See the note for T4S-1 about 
image doubling. 

Note: See the note for T4S-1 about 
untagged horizontal lines. 

Detail of diagonal gouges at 2L 

Note: A constant plate flaw, which ap
pears as diagonal, slash-like gouges, is 
present at the 2L position of plate 2 on 
some rolls from the pairing of plates 1 
and 2. A PS5 showing this variety is 
estimated at $11.25. 

Plate 3 40214-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... May 10, 1982 

To Press ......................... July 12, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 399,853 

Maximum PNCs ............... 7,197,354t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 26, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 



t This number is based on the total 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $ 1.05 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) . ... .. ..... 1.65 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error (PS5) ... 100.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

IT4S-3P 

Plate 3 40214-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T4S-3. 

To Press ........................ Oct. 21, 1982 
Nov. I, 1982 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 4, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 5.25 $ 7.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 8.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ........................ 8.25 c::::::::J 
I L (PS5) ........................ 8.85 c::::::::J 
Line Gap (PS5) ........... 12.75 c::::::::J 

IT4S-4 

Plate 4 40215-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... May 10, 1982 

To Press ......................... July 12, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 399,853 

Maximum PNCs ................ 7,197,354t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 10, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

t This number is based on the total 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $ 1.05 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.65 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error (PS5) .... 150.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

IT4S-4P 

Plate 4 40215-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

~I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T4S-4. 

To Press ........................ Oct. 21, 1982 
Nov. I, 1982 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 29, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c::::::::J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 5.25 $ 7.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 8.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Transportation Series Stamps, 4¢ 

Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ........................ 8.25 c::::::::J 
I L (PS5) ........................ 8.85 c::::::::J 
Line Gap (PS5) ........... 12.75 c::::::::J 

IT4S-5 ~ 
Plate 5 40261-5 

Paired with Plate 6 only 

Rolls of 3,000 only (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... June 29, 1982 

To Press .................... June 13, 1985 .A. 

July 22, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 347,395 

Maximum PNCs ................ 6,253, II Ot 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 19, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

.A. Precanceled 4¢ Stagecoach coils 
were produced from the plate 5 and 6 
pairing in 1982. See T4S-5P or T4S-6P 
for the original "To Press" dates for this 
plate pairing. 

t This number is based on the total 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.90 $ 2.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Note: These stamps are usually poorly 
centered. The prices shown are for VF 
centered examples. 
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IT4S-5P 

Plate 5 40261-5 

Paired with Plate 6 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T4S-5. 

To Press ......................... July 29, 1982 
Oct. 21, 1982 
Nov. I, 1982 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 29, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c:::=J 
used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ 6.15 $ 7.50 c:::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.60 c:::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 8.00 c:::=J 
Imperforate* .............. 3,000.00 c:::=J 
Number on top [IL] ......... N. A. c:::=J 

t This number is based on the total 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.90 $ 2.00 I==:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.40 c:::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.80 I==:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error (PS5) .......... unknown 

Numberontop[IL] ......... N.A.i==:J 

Note: These stamps are usually poorly 
centered. The prices shown are for VF 
centered examples. 

Precancel Gaps: I 
2L (PS6) ........................ 9.00 c:::=J T 4S-6P 
IL (PS5) ........................ 8.95 c:::=J L...--------------l 
Line Gap (PS5) ........... 12.75 c:::=J 

* This price is for a PS3 with the 
numbered stamp off center. A PS4 is 
also known. 

IT4S-6 [1] 

Plate 6 40262-6 

Paired with Plate 5 only. (Paper Type I) 

Rolls of 3,000 only. 

Assigned ....................... June 29, 1982 

To Press .................... June 13, 1985 .A. 

July 22, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 347,395 

Maximum PNCs ............... 6,253, II Ot 
Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 28, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c:::=J 

.A. Precanceled 4¢ Stagecoach coils 
were produced from the plate 5 and 6 
pairing in 1982. See T4S-5P or T4S-6P 
for the original "To Press" dates for this 
plate pairing. 
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Plate 6 40262-6 

Paired with Plate 5 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T4S-6. 

To Press ......................... July 29, 1982 
Oct. 21, 1982 
Nov. I, 1982 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 16, I 983 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 I==:J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.15 $7.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.60 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 8.00 D 
Imperforate* .............. 3,000.00 I==:J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 
Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ........................ 9.00 I==:J 
IL (PS5) ........................ 8.95 I==:J 
Line Gap (PS5) ........... 12.75 I==:J 

* This price is for a PS3 with the 
numbered stamp off center and number 
on top. 

Plate 7 40280-7 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. July 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 13, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 8 40281-8 

Never available 

Certified ........................ July 16, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 



4¢ Stagecoach 
(8 Press) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............ Kenneth Kipperman 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date ............. August 15, 1986 t 
(no o.fjicial first-day-oj~issue city) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (701) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ................... Reddish Brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging types: ......... Block or overall 

Roll size .................................... 3,000 

USPS item number .................. N741 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ....... August 31, 1991 

t This is the earliest reported date of 
use. 

The re-engraved, B-press version of 
the 4¢ Stagecoach was issued without 
advance notice. It first appeared at the 
philatelic sales counter at USPS head
quarters in Washington, DC, on August 
15, 1986, making it the twenty-fourth 
stamp added to the Transportation Se
ries. 

The 4¢ Stagecoach was the first 
Cottrell-printed Transportation Series 
design to be transferred to the newer B 
press. (See page 2-21 for a complete 
description of the Cottrell-press ver
sion.) The transfer required the re
engraving of the entire design; the im
age area of the die created for the Cot
trell press was wider than the .73 inch 
maximum for the B press. To ac
commodate the smaller image area, the 
vignette and the lettering of the old de
sign were slightly reduced. The re
duction of the image is a subtle change 
that is most noticeable when comparing 
the old and new versions side by side. 

Other differences make the two ver
sions easily distinguishable. One dis
tinct difference is the absence of the 
joint line to the right of the plate
numbered stamp of the B-press ver
sion. The B press used a seamless, cy
lindrical printing sleeve, and therefore 
did not produce the joint line that is 
characteristic of the paired, semi
cylindrical printing plates of the old 
Cottrell presses. 

Another obvious difference between 
the B-press version and the Cottrell
press version is found when observing 
the stamps under shortwave ultraviolet 
light. The older, Cottrell-press version 
only has continuous overall tagging. 
The tagging was applied by a roller that 
covered the entire stamp surface with 
taggant. Therefore, no breaks are 
found in this type of tagging. 

The newer, B-press version has four 
types of tagging. The most common 
type is block tagging. This type of 
tagging was applied by a roller that 
only placed a rectangular shape (or 
block) of taggant on each stamp. Block 
tagging, if applied correctly, leaves the 

Transportation Series Stamps, 4¢ 

top, bottom, and perforated sides of 
each coil stamp untagged. Often, the 
tagging roller was not aligned with the 
stamp images, which resulted in shifted 
tagging blocks. The shifting occurred 
in all directions, up and down, side to 
side, and sometimes radical shifts in 
both directions. It is, therefore, possible 
to find examples of block-tagged 
stamps exhibiting untagged crosses (the 
intersection of the untagged area be
tween the blocks of taggant). 

The other three types of tagging 
found on the B-press version of the 4¢ 
Stagecoach are very similar to each 
other. They are all variations of overall 
tagging, but they differ significantly 
from the overall tagging applied by the 
Cottrell press. The B-press versions of 
overall tagging exhibit vertical tagging 
breaks (untagged areas) that repeat at 
regular intervals (every 26 stamps). 

The three types of B-press overall 
tagging are distinguished by the con
sistency of the location of consecutive 
tagging breaks in a roll of stamps. 

One type remains in a constant posi
tion in relation to the stamps; there may 
be some slight variation back and forth, 
but there is no significant progression 
(consistent movement to the right) of 
the tagging break throughout the roll of 
stamps. 

The other two B-press overall tagging 
types have tagging breaks that con
sistently move in relation to the 
stamps-although at different rates. 
The one that takes the largest steps (ap
proximately l/3 of a stamp) with each 
consecutive revolution of the tagging 
cylinder is referred to as a walking tag
ging break. This type has distinctive 
untagged "cracks" to the left of the 
break. The other moving tagging break 
only moves about 1.25mm to the right 
(in relation to the stamp) from one ap
pearance to the next. This type of tag
ging is referred to as a creeping tagging 
break. A creeping tagging break will 
move the width of a stamp in ap
proximately 925 stamps, which means 
that as many as four different tagging 

2-25 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

break positions can result from a 
creeping tagging break in a roll of 3,000 
stamps, if the first break in the roll is 

very close to the right side perforations. 
The moving tagging breaks make it 
possible for every tagging break posi
tion to exist. 

I L--T_4S_(_B)_-1_b_lk_~__.c I IT4S(B)-1ot 

The unannounced release date for the 
re-engraved 4¢ Stagecoach created an 
unusual problem (or rarity) for first

day-of-issue cover collectors. There 
was no official first-day ceremony, 
program, or cancelation. Charles 
Yeager, Linn's Stamp News' Washing
ton correspondent, was the only person 
reported to have prepared six covers for 
unofficial first-day cancelations when 
the stamps were first found at the phil
atelic counter of L'Enfant Plaza post 
office on August i5, 1986. 

Later that year, first day covers 
(FDCs) were sold by FDC dealers Art
craft and House of Farnam. Fewer than 
500 (including some bearing plate 
numbers) of the Artcraft FDCs were 
prepared with a circular handstamp, 
and 200 House of Farnam FDCs (in

cluding 25 with plate numbers) were 
produced using the pictorial L'Enfant 
Plaza philatelic center hand cancel. 
The FDCs from both companies were 
produced under questionable circum
stances, which may have involved 
preferential treatment and unauthorized 
backdating. The USPS refuted all 
charges that preferential treatment was 
provided to the FDC companies, and it 
never offered an official first-day-of
issue cancellation period for the re
engraved, B-press version of the 4¢ 
Stagecoach coil to the general public. 
For more information on these covers, 
see Ken Lawrence, Linn's Stamp News, 
Nov. 16, 23, and 30, 1987; and Sept. 5, 
1988. 

The re-engraved 4¢ Stagecoach was 
only issued in rolls of 3,000 stamps, 
which were produced mainly for large 
mailings by the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV). 
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Plate 1 177004-1 

Rolls of 3,000 

(Block tagging) 

Assigned ....................... July 21, 1986 

To Press ......................... July 31, 1986 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use .. Aug. 15, 1986 t 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 c=J 

* The BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

t The American First Day Cover 
Society has signed covers bearing an 
August 15, 1986 cancellation as 
genuine first day covers. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.25 [==:J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.35 [==:J 

Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 [==:J 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [==:J 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $3.75 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 [==:J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [==:J 

Plate 1 177004-l 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type //liz) 

(Overall tagging *) 

See the production data 
for T4S( B)-1 blk. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 
May 29, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 38,500t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Jan. 18, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 

* Three types of overall tagging exist 
on this issue. Each type exhibits 
regular, vertical tagging breaks. For an 
explanation of the differences between 

the three types, see the text beginning 
on the previous page. 

t 77,000 impressions for 468 stamps 
per "sheet" reported to Wayne L. 
Youngblood during a visit to the BEP. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 15.00 $ 16.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 16.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 17.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) showing 

tagging break .............. 22.00 [==:J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

2L (PS6)t .................... 18.00 c=J 
9R (PSI4)t ................. 19.00 c=J 
"Walker" type ............. 21.00 c=J 
"Creeper" type ........... 21.00 c=J 
PS5 with untagged 

stripe at top .............. 20.00 CJ 
PS5 with untagged 

stripe at bottom ......... 20.00 c=J 

t These tagging break locations are 
constant throughout the roll. 



4¢ Steam 
Carriage 

Designer ................. Richard Schlecht 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering .................. Michael J. Ryan 
BEP 

Issue date ............... January 25, 1991 
Tucson, Arizona (ARIPEX '91) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ......................... C Press (90 I) 
and/or D Press (902) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ............ Maroon (PMS 209U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging types: ....................... Overall 
or issued untagged 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................... 500 and 3,000 
Untagged ................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ............... 7779 
Tagged (roll of 3,000) ............ 7780 
Untagged (roll of 500) ......... X7779 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 

Tagged ...................................... N. A. 

Untagged ................................... N. A. 

The fifty-fourth stamp added to the 
Transportation Series features one of 
the earliest surviving self-propelled ve
hicles in the USA-an 1866 steam car
riage invented by Richard Dudgeon of 
New York, New York. The stamp was 
released on January 25, 1991, at Arip
ex, the annual stamp show sponsored 
by the Arizona Federation of Stamp 
Clubs. 

The vehicle pictured on the stamp is 
actually the second steam carriage de
signed by Dudgeon. The first steam 
carriage had a similar design, but was 
destroyed in a fire while on display at 
New York City's Crystal Palace on 
October 5, 1853. Dudgeon designed 
the steam carriages very similarly to a 
locomotive steam engine. It had a hor
izontal, cylindrical boiler and a smoke
stack at the front. The obvious dis
tinction was the wheels; they were 
made of wood and wrapped with iron 
for durability, did not have flanges, and 
the front wheels were steerable. So that 
the vehicle could accommodate pas
sengers, Dudgeon designed shallow 
water tanks that were set along both 
sides of the boiler, which acted as 
bench seats. Wood slat backrests were 
attached to the water tanks for comfort, 
and footboards provided additional 
safety. The steam carriage could carry 
ten passengers, five on each side, in 
addition to the driver and the fireman 
who sat behind the rear wheels. 

The steam carriage used as a basis for 
the vignette of this stamp was donated 
to the Smithsonian Institution in 1981, 
and is currently part of the collection at 
the National Museum of American 
History. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 4¢ 

The 4¢ Steam Carriage stamp was is
sued with a 04 denomination, meeting 
the 1990 USPS decision to display all 
non-fractional stamp denominations 
that are less than $1.00 in a 2-digit for
mat. This stamp replaced the aging 4¢ 
Stagecoach coil that did not meet the 
new denomination format. 

Soon after its release, the 4¢ Steam 
Carriage was thrust into service as a 
make-up rate stamp when the first-class 
letter rate increased from 25¢ to 29¢ on 
February 3, 1991. 

The 4¢ Steam Carriage coil was pro
duced with and without tagging. In
itially collectors thought that the un
tagged examples were production 
errors, but their abundance caused sus
picion. Inquiries to the USPS and the 
BEP soon uncovered that the USPS had 
made an unannounced policy change 
that went into effect on January l, 1991. 
The new policy called for all USA 
postage stamps with denominations less 
than 8¢ to be produced without phos
phorescent tagging. This policy would 
also apply to any current stamps that 
were returning to press after January 1, 
1991. The BEP was not notified of the 
policy change until January 9, 1991. At 
this time, the Steam Carriage coils were 
already in production and quantities 
were produced with tagging. All sub
sequent printing of the Steam Carriage 
coils were produced without tagging. 

Donald M. McDowell, director of the 
Office of Stamp and Philatelic Mar
keting, explained that the USPS decided 
to produce postage stamps without 
phosphorescent tagging in an attempt to 
reduce revenue loss from the processing 
of letters without sufficient postage. 
The automatic facer-canceler machines 
used by the Postal Service to locate and 
cancel stamps on envelopes are activat
ed by the phosphorescent afterglow of 
the taggant on the stamps when exposed 
to shortwave (2537 A) ultraviolet light. 
This mechanical process allows a letter 
bearing a tagged stamp of any de
nomination, including a letter that does 
not bear sufficient postage, to be pro-
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cessed for delivery. The machines do 
not have the ability to check the total 
face value of the stamps affixed to the 
envelope. When the facer-canceler 
machine encounters an envelope that 
does not bear a tagged stamp, the en
velope is rejected and subject to in
spection by USPS personnel. 

Recently, the USPS has been faced 
with a significant revenue loss due to 
the use of low-value, tagged stamps to 
underpay first-class mail. The USPS' 
decision was intended to address this 
problem. It mandated that all stamps 
with denominations of 8¢ or less shall 
be produced without tagging. At the 
inception of this policy, the 8¢ des
ignation was considered to be an ad
equate denomination to significantly 
reduce the short-paid letters, but this 
cutoff point was latter increased to in
clude stamps with denominations less 
than 10¢. 

Plate 1 187462-1 (Overall tagging) 

Rolls of 500, and 3,000 
(Paper Type llln) 

Assigned ......................... Oct. 1, 1990 

ToPress ........................... Jan.9, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 29, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.50 c:=J 
* The BEP has not reported the 
cancellation and total impressions for 
this printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .85 $ . 90 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.15 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.25 c:=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 3,500.00 c:=J 
Number on top .................... unknown 
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Tagging Breaks* (every 24 stamps): 

12L(PS16) .................... 5.50 c:=J 
IIL(PSI5) .................... 4.00 CJ 
IOL(PSI4) .................... 4.00 CJ 
9L (PS 13) ...................... 4.50 c:=J 
8L (PS 12) ...................... 5.00 CJ 
7L (PSI I) ...................... 4.00 CJ 
6L (PS 1 0) ...................... 4.00 CJ 
5L (PS7) ........................ 4.00 CJ 
4L (PS6) ........................... unknown 

3L (PS7) ........................ 3.00 CJ 
2L (PS6) ........................ 6.00 CJ 
I L (PS5) ........................ 3.00 CJ 
LB (PS5) ....................... 4.00 c:=J 
IR (PS6) ....................... N. A. CJ 
2R (PS7) ....................... 4.00 c:=J 
3R (PS8) ....................... 3.50 CJ 
4R (PS9) ........................... unknown 

5R (PS 1 0) ..................... 6.00 CJ 
6R (PSI I) ...................... 3.00 c:=J 
7L (PS 12) ......................... unknown 

8R (PSI3) ..................... 4.50 CJ 
9R (PSI4) ..................... 4.50 CJ 
lOR (PSIS) ................... 4.50 CJ 
IIR (PS16) .................... 4.00 c:=J 
12R (PS 17) ................... 5.50 c:=J 

*Unlike the tagging breaks that exist on 
stamps produced by the Cottrell presses 
and the B press, the tagging breaks of 
the 4¢ Steam Carriage are consistently 
located on or near the perforations. 

I T4SC-1 unt ~ [FDCJ I 
Plate 1 187462-1 (Untagged) 

Rolls of 500, and 3,000 
(Paper Type 11/n) 

See the production data for T4SC-lot. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 15, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.15 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 



4.9¢ Buckboard 

Designer ................. William H. Bond 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
BEP 

Modeler ........................ Esther Porter 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Tagged 

Buckboard 1880s 

Precanceled 

Issue date ....................... June 21, 1985 
Reno, Nevada (NEVPEX-TOPEX '85) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ...................... Cottrell Presses 
(801 and 803) 

Plate size . .. .... .. . 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color .................................. Brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ............... 0764 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ....... P764 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ..... Ocober 31, 1988 

The 4.9¢ Buckboard coil was the 
twenty-second stamp added to the 
Transportation Series. It was issued on 
June 21, 1985, at the NEVPEX
TOPEX '85 Stamp Exhibition held in 
Reno, Nevada. The 8.3¢ Ambulance 
coil stamp also debuted with the 4.9¢ 
Buckboard in a joint ceremony. 

A typical 1880s buckboard is de
picted on the stamp. The buckboard 
was a popular means of transportation 
in the late 1800s. It was usually an 
open vehicle that featured four large, 
spoked wheels. On the wheel axles sat 
elastic boards that acted as springs to 
soften the ride. The passengers sat on 
a bench seat that was usually located up 
front. Behind the seat was a flat area 
for baggage or parcels. The large 
wheels gave the buckboard great ver
satility, allowing it to maneuver 
through mud, snow, and deep ruts. 

The 4.9¢ Buckboard coil was issued 
in tagged and precanceled versions. 

The tagged version met no postal 
rate and was produced solely for col
lectors. It was issued in rolls of 500 
stamps from the pairing of plates 3 and 
4. Only the tagged version was avail
able for first-day-of-issue cancelations. 

The precanceled version was over
printed in black ink with two horizontal 
bars and a "Nonprofit Org." service in
scription. When this stamp was orig
inally issued, the 4.9¢ denomination 
met the rate for third-class bulk mail 
sorted to five ZIP-code digits mailed by 
nonprofit tax-exempt and political or
ganizations. This rate was in effect 
from February 17, 1985, through De-

Transportation Series Stamps, 4.9¢ 

cember 31, 1985. 
The precanceled version of the 4.9¢ 

Buckboard coil replaced the pre
canceled 4¢ Stagecoach coil, which was 
authorized as false franking for the 4.9¢ 
rate from February 17, 1985, through 
August 18, 1985. When this rate was 
increased to 6.3¢ on January I, 1986, 
the USPS authorized the use of the pre
canceled 4.9¢ Buckboard as false 
franking with the difference in postage 
paid at the time of mailing. On March 
9, 1986, the rate was raised again; this 
time it was increased to 7.2¢. Once 
again, the USPS authorized the use of 
the precanceled 4.9¢ Buckboard as false 
franking with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. The 7.2¢ rate only 
lasted through April 19, 1986. The fol
lowing day, the rate dropped to 7.1 ¢. 
The precanceled 4.9¢ Buckboard con
tinued to be used as false franking for 
this postal rate. The USPS initially au
thorized the false franking privilege 
from April 20, 1986, through October 
19, 1986; but on October 23, 1986, the 
false franking privileges were reinstated 
and continued through March 31, 1987. 
By that time, the 7.1¢ Tractor coil 
stamp was issued, which properly dis
played the actual rate. 

On October 31, 1988, both versions 
of the 4.9¢ Buckboard coil were with
drawn from philatelic sales. 

The 4.9¢ Buckboard coil displays 
some of the most dramatic plate flaws 
of all of the Transportation Series coils. 
The most famous is known as the 
"Buggy Whip." This plate flaw is a 
gripper crack. Gripper cracks some
times develop on the outer surface of 
the Cottrell press' steel printing plates 
above the mounting channel. These 
mounting channels are cut into the back 
of the plates and are used in attaching 
the semi-cylindrical plates to the press. 
This channel is a thin area of the print
ing plate, which makes it more likely to 
show evidence of the extreme pressure 
that is exerted on the plate during in
taglio printing. The Buggy Whip crack 
is a jagged line of ink that extends ver-
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tically upward from the left side of the 
backrest on the buggy. This plate flaw 
appears on the plate-numbered stamp 
from one of the 18 horizontal rows of 
plate 4. Examples can be found on both 
the tagged and precanceled varieties. 
The Buggy Whip crack can be found in 
many lengths. Examples from later 
printings show the crack extending 
through the o and the a of the word 
Buckboard in the inscription. 

Another spectacular plate flaw that 

can be found on the 4.9¢ Buckboard 
coil stamp is known as the "Rain 
Crack." This plate flaw actually ex
tends through the plate-numbered 
stamps in the two, top horizontal rows 
of plate 5. The Rain Crack is comprised 
of multiple small cracks that give the 
appearance of falling rain. This con

sistent plate flaw is known to exist only 
on strips with the precancel gap at the 
2L position. 

Many other consistent plate flaws 
exist on the 4.9¢ Buckboard including 
low entries (see Kim Cuniberti, The 
Plate Number, January 1988) and pre
cancel mat varieties. 

I T4.9-1 p 

Plate 1 41197-I 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type /) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 28, 1985 

To Press .......................... Aug. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 50,075 

Maximum PNCs ..................... 901,350 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 6, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.65 c=J 
Stripofthree(PS3) ........... 1.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
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Precancel Gaps: 

IR (PS6) ....................... 2.25 c=J 
2R (PS7) ....................... 2.40 c=J 
3R (PS8) ................... 150.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 2.45 c=J 

Note: A consistent plate flaw known as 
the "Hand brake"appears at the 5L 
position on some rolls from plate 1. An 
un-numbered strip of five stamps that 
shows this variety on the center stamp 
is valued at $15.00. 

I T4.9-2P 

Plate2 41198-2 

Paired with Plate I only 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type/) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 28, 1985 

To Press .......................... Aug. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 50,075 

Maximum PNCs ..................... 901,350 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 6, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $25.00 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.65 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

IR (PS6) ....................... 2.25 c=J 
2R (PS7) ....................... 2.40 c=J 
3R (PS8) ................... 150.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 2.45 c=J 

Note: Precanceled stamps from the top 
four rows of the printed web show ad
ditional breaks in the precancel lines to 
the Left of the normal gaps. The breaks 
were caused by a damaged pre
canceling mat, and are distinctive for 
each of the four rows. The mat variety 
is known as a "double gap." The va
riety exists on precanceled 4.9¢ Buck
boards from the pairing of plates 1 and 
2, and plates 5 and 6. For more in
formation, see Kim Cuniberti, The 

Plate Number, January 1990. This va
riety commands a premium over the 
normal strip price, which is dependent 
on the gap location. 



I T4.9-3 

Plate 3 41199-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

Rolls of 500 only (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 28, 1985 

To Press ........................ May 15, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 219,824 

Maximum PNCs .................. .404, 167* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 20, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c:::J 

* This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 19,400,000 tagged 4.9¢ 
Buckboard coil stamps were distrib
uted. 

used· mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.10 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.35 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::J 

I T4.9-3P 

Plate 3 41199-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

§']I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T4.9-3. 
To Press ........................ May 29, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 13, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c:::J 

Note: A single House of Farnam first
day cover has been reported with a PS5 
from plate 3 of the precanceled 4.9¢ 
Buckboard. The expertizing committee 
of the American First Day Cover So
ciety has declined to sign a Kribbs cov
er bearing only precanceled 4.9¢ Buck
board stamps. For more information, 
see Ken Lawrence, Linn's Stamp News, 
September 5, 1988. 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.60 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.80 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top [LG] ........ N. A. c:::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

3L (PS7) ...................... 58.00 c:::J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 1.80 c:::J 
I L (PS5) ........................ 2.20 c:::J 
LG (PS5) ....................... 2.80 c:::J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 58.00 c:::J 

I T4.9-4 

Plate 4 41200-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 only (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 28, 1985 

Certified ....................... Mar. 13, 1985 

To Press ........................ May 15, 1985 

Canceled ..................... June 14, 1985* 

Impressions ......................... 219,824* 

Maximum PNCs .................. .404, l67t 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 21, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c:::J 

* The BEP reported this information in 
a letter to a member of the PNCSG. 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 19,400,000 tagged 4.9¢ 
Buckboard coil stamps were distrib
uted. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.10 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.35 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::J 

Transportation Series Stamps, 4.9¢ 

Note: A consistent plate flaw known as 
the "Buggy Whip"appears on the plate 
numbered stamp of some rolls from 
plate 4. The Buggy Whip crack exists 
on both the tagged and precanceled 
versions. A short ( 1.5mm) Buggy Whip 
crack originally appeared on stamps 
from early printings of plate 4, which 
produced tagged stamps. Because of 
continued use, the crack lengthened to 
extend eventually through the "o" and 
the "a" of "Buckboard" in the in
scription. These later printings pro
duced precanceled stamps. 

A tagged PS5 showing the Buggy 
Whip crack measuring 1 mm or less is 
valued at $12.50. Tagged plate strips 
showing longer cracks are valued at 
$13.50. 

Precanceled plate strips showing this 
variety command a $10.00 premium 
above the normal strip price for the 
same precancel gap location. 

Detail of short "Buggy Whip" 

Detail of long "Buggy Whip" 
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I T4.9-4P 

Plate 4 4 I 200-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

§0]1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T4.9-4. 

To Press ........................ May 29, I 985 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. I, I 986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 

Note: The expertizing committee of the 
American First Day Cover Society has 
declined to sign a Kribbs cover bearing 
only precanceled 4.9¢ Buckboard 
stamps. For more information, see Ken 
Lawrence, Linn's Stamp News, Sep
tember 5, 1988. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.60 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

3L (PS7) ...................... 58.00 CJ 
2L (PS6) ........................ I .80 CJ 
I L (PS5) ........................ 2.20 CJ 
LG (PS5) ....................... 2.80 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 58.00 CJ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
precanceled 4.9¢ Buckboard 
stamps. This label was printed in 
pale blue. 
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Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 
4.9¢ Buckboard stamps 

I T4.9-5P 

Plate 5 4I24I-5 

Paired with Plate 6 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 26, I 985 

To Press ........................ Aug. 13, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, I 986 

Impressions ........................... I 92, I 57 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3,458,826 

Earliest Known Use ............... No date 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.60 $ I. 70 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... I .80 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L(PS8) .................... 3I5.00 D 
3L (PS7) ........................ 7.25 D 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.00 D 
LG (PS5) ....................... 5.35 D 
IR (PS6) ....................... 8.50 D 
2R (PS7) ....................... 2.00 D 
3R (PS8) ....................... N. A. D 
PS5 not showing gap .... 2.40 D 

Note: A damaged precanceling mat 
caused additional breaks to appear in 
the top four rows of the precanceled 
4.9¢ Buckboards from plates 1, 2, 5, 
and 6. See the illustrations on page 
2-30. For more information, see Kim 
Cuniberti, The Plate Number, January 
1990. This variety commands a pre
mium over the normal strip price, 
which is dependent on the gap loca
tion. 



Note: A plate variety known as the 
"Rain Crack"extends through some of 
the two top rolls of stamps produced 
from plate 5. The plate variety is com
prised of many small vertical cracks on 
the numbered stamp. It is actually many 
small gripper cracks, but its re
semblance to falling rain has earned it 
the name "Rain Crack." 

Most of the strips exhibiting this va
riety were sliced with the image low on 
the coil; the plate number 5 is therefore 
commonly cut. A PS5 from either row 
showing the variety is valued at $22.50; 
$40.00 if the number is whole and clear 
of the bottom of the strip. A matching 
pair of strips from both rows is valued 
at$100.00. 

Detail of "Rain Crack" 
through top two rows of stamps 

I T4.9-6P 

Plate 5 41242-6 

Paired with Plate 5 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 26, 1985 

To Press ........................ Aug. 13, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 192,157 

Maximum PNCs ................. .3,458,826 

Earliest Known Use ........ Apr. 4, 1988 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 [:::::=J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.60 $ 1.70 [:::::=J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.80 [:::::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 [:::::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [:::::=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 315.00 [:::::=J 

3L (PS7) ........................ 7.25 [:::::=J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.00 [:::::=J 
LG (PS5) ....................... 5.25 [:::::=J 
lR (PS6) ....................... 8.50 [:::::=J 
2R (PS7) ....................... 2.00 [:::::=J 
3R (PS8) ....................... N. A. [:::::=J 

PS5 not showing gap .... 2.50 [:::::=J 

Note: A consistent plate flaw known as 
the "Buggy Rein" appears on the num
bered stamp from plate 6. A PS5 
showing this variety is valued at 
$40.00. 

Detail of "Buggy Rein" at 1 L 

Transportation Series Stamps, 4.9¢ 

Plate 8 174428-7 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... June 13, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 8 174450-8 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... June 13, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 
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5¢ Motorcycle 

Designer ...................... Walter Brooks 
Norwalk, Connecticut 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............. Kenneth Kipperman 

Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 

Motorcycle 
1913 

BEP 

Issue date ............... October 10, 1983 
San Francisco, California 

(U.S. Envelope Manufacturers' 

Convention) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801,802,803,804) 

Plate size .. .. .. .. .. 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color ...................... Greenish gray 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 0735 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ... February 28, 1989 
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The 5¢ Motorcycle was the twelfth 
coil stamp to be issued in the Trans
portation Series. It was issued on Oc
tober 10, 1983, in San Francisco, Cal
ifornia, at the annual convention of the 
Envelope Manufacturers' Association 
of America. 

The stamp pictures a side view of a 
1913 Pope "Model L" cycle that resides 
in the Smithsonian Institution. The cy
cle was originally purchased by John R. 
Beattie of New Haven, Connecticut, for 
$250. He used it for eight years and 
then placed it in storage. It remained 
there until donated to the Smithsonian 
in 1964. This type of motorcycle was 
produced by the Pope Manufacturing 
Company of Westfield, Massachusetts, 
from 1911 until 1918. 

The 5¢ Motorcycle coil was only is
sued as a tagged stamp. The 5¢ de
nomination did not meet a specific 
postal rate, but the stamp was widely 
used as a changemaker in vending ma
chines. It replaced the "clean shaven" 
5¢ George Washington coil stamp from 
the Prominent American series, which 
was available since 1981. 

In the fall of 1986, the Postal service 
announced that the 5¢ Motorcycle coil, 
previously only a Cottrell press product, 
had been re-engraved and was sched
uled to be issued as a B press stamp. 
The BEP had even prepared a B press 
sleeve for the 5¢ Motorcycle coil, but 
for some unknown reason the B press 
version was never issued. Instead, the 
Postal Service replaced the 5¢ Mo
torcycle with the 5¢ Milk Wagon coil in 
September of 1987. 

With the Cottrell presses already re
tired and a B-press-produced re
placement stamp already available, the 
5¢ Motorcycle coil stamp was with
drawn from philatelic sale on February 
28, 1989. 

I TSM-1 

Plate 1 40510-1 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ........................ Aug. 24, 1983 
Aug. 29, 1983 

Aug. 16, 1984 

June 7, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 328,036 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,904,648 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 7, 1983 

Used on Cover ............... $2.50 [=::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.10 [=::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.25 [=::J 
Imperforate ...................... N. A. *[=::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [=::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS12) ................. 1.10 [=::J 
4R (PS9) ....................... 6.00 [=::J 
5R (PS 1 0) ..................... 6.00 [=::J 
6R (PS 11) ...................... 6.00 [=::J 

* Only one imperforate plate strip has 
been reported. 

Note: A distinctive color variation of 
this stamp exists where the ink used to 
produce the stamp was of a darker 
(more gray) shade than the normal col
or. This color variety was verified by 
a written communication between Paul 
R. Fry, an official from the BEP, and 
Frank Norulak, a collector from south
ern California. For more information, 
see Frank Norulak, The Plate Number, 
November 1987. A PS5 of this color 
variety is valued at $35.00. 



Plate 2 40511-2 

Paired with Plate I only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ........................ Aug. 24, 1983 

Aug. 29, 1983 

Aug. 16, 1984 

June 7, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 328,036 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,904,648 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 25, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 D 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 D 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... I. 10 D 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.25 D 

Imperforate ...................... N. A. *D 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

Tagging Breaks: 

None (PSI2) ···········'····· 1.10 D 

4R (PS9) ....................... 6.00 D 

5R (PS 10) ..................... 6.00 D 

6R (PS II) ...................... 6.00 D 

* Only one imperforate plate strip has 
been reported. 

Note: A distinctive color variation of 
this stamp exists where the ink used to 
produce the stamp was of a darker 
(more grey) shade than the normal col
or. See the note for plate 1. A PS5 of 
this color variety is valued at $35.00. 

Plate 3 40512-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

Rolls of. 500 and 3,000 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ......................... Sept. 7, 1983 

Oct. 1984* 

Dec. II, 1984t 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 282,149 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,078,682 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 22, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 D 

* The BEP reported that stamps printed 
from plates 3 and 4 of the 5¢ Mo
torcycle were precanceled in October, 
1984; however, the USPS and the BEP 
later denied that the precanceling oc
curred. No BEP precanceled 5¢ Mo
torcycle stamps are known. 

t The Plate Number Coil study Group 
believes that Paper Type II was used for 
this printing. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 D 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.10 D 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.25 D 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. D 

Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS 12) ................. 1. 10 c::=J 
5L (PS9) ........................ 4.00 c::=J 
4L (PS8) ........................ 3.50 c::=J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 3.00 c::=J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.50 c::=J 
I L (PS6) ...................... 10.00 D 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5¢ 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................. $ 1.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS 12) ................. 2.50 c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 3. 75 c::::::::J 

I TSM-4 

Plate 4 40513-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ......................... Sept. 7, 1983 

Oct. 1984* 

Dec. 11, 1984t 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 282,149 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,078,682 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 22, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 c::::::::J 

* The BEP reported that stamps printed 
from plates 3 and 4 of the 5¢ Mo
torcycle were precanceled in October, 
1984; however, the USPS and the BEP 

later denied that the precanceling oc
curred. No BEP precanceled 5¢ Mo
torcycle stamps are known. 

t The Plate Number Coil study Group 
believes that Paper Type II was used for 
this printing. 

Continued on the next page 
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Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 1.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.10 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS12) ................. 1.10 CJ 
5L (PS9) ........................ 4.00 CJ 
4L (PS8) ........................ 3.50 CJ 
3L (PS7) ........................ 3.00 CJ 
2L (PS6) ........................ 3.50 CJ 
lL (PS6) ...................... 10.00 CJ 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................. $ 1.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Tagging Breaks: 

None (PS12) ................. 2.50 CJ 
3L (PS7) ........................ 3.75 CJ 

Plate 5 40819-5 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Dec. 6, 1983 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 
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Plate 5 40820-6 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Dec. 1983 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Mar. 18, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 1 (B Press) 177083-1 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Aug. I, 1986 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Feb. 5, 1988 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

USPS Souvenir Page for the 5¢ Motorcycle stamp. The strip of four stamps 
that was affixed and canceled by the Postal Service includes a plate number 
4 on the fourth stamp from the left. 



5¢ Milk Wagon 

Designer ........................... Lou Nolan 
McLean, Virginia 

Art Director .................. Derry Noyes 
CSAC 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .................... Lou Nolan 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Milk Wagon 1900s 
5USA 

Issue date ............ September 25, 1987 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

(INDYPEX '87) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (701) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ................ Gray (PMS 425U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ................................. Block 

Roll sizes: .................... 100 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 100 ............................. 0751 
Rolls of 3,000 .......................... 0752 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 

Rolls of 100 ............... June 30, 1992 

Rolls of 3,000 ........ August 31, 1992 

The 5¢ Milk Wagon coil stamp was 
the thirty-sixth addition to the Trans
portation Series. It was issued in a joint 
ceremony with the 17.5¢ Marmon 
Wasp Racing Car coil stamp on Sep
tember 25, 1987, at the INDYPEX '87 
Stamp Show held in Indianapolis, In
diana. 

The vignette of this stamp is based on 
a photograph from the archives of the 
Smithsonian Institution, which featured 
a horse-drawn milk wagon from the 
early 1900s. 

From the latter half of the 1800s 
through the 1930s, delivery to the home 
was the best way for dairies to sell their 
products. During this time, milk wag
ons were a familiar sight on the streets 
of large cities and small villages. By 
the 1920s, small trucks started to re- · 
place the horse-drawn milk wagons. 
By the 1940s, the higher cost of home 
deliveries prompted store sales of milk 
to surpass the amount of milk sold on 
home delivery routes. 

The Milk Wagon coil replaced the 5¢ 
Motorcycle coil issued in 1983. The 
USPS opted to introduce a new design 
in the Transportation Series instead of 
producing the old 5¢ Motorcycle de
sign on the newer B press. The USPS 
said that it based its decision on a belief 
that collectors wanted new issues in
stead of design varieties. This may 
have been a misunderstanding of col
lectors' dissatisfaction with the USPS' 
inconsistent policies concerning the re
lease of the older Cottrell-press designs 
that were transferred to the newer B 
press. 

The 5¢ Milk Wagon coil was only 
issued as a tagged stamp in rolls of 100 
and 3,000 stamps. the rolls of 100 
stamps were issued solely for sale at 
philatelic windows. The 5¢ de
nomination met no specific postal rate. 
The stamp, therefore, filled the same 
purpose as its predecessor-being used 
mostly as a changemaker in vending 
machines. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5¢ 

I TSMW-1 

Plate 1 177976-1 

Rolls of 100 and 3,000 

Assigned ...... : ................... Mar. 1987t 

To Press ......................... July 30, 1987 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 21, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.50 CJ 

t This date was calculated by the Plate 
Number Coil Study Group based on the 
plate number. 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .85 $ .90 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.10 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.20 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 
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5¢ Circus Wagon 
(Intaglio) 

Designer ..................... Susan Sanford 
Washington, DC 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lett~ring ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date ................ August 31, 1990 
Syracuse, New York (EMPEX '90) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 l) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ..................... Red (PMS 186) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
on the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging types: ....................... Overall 
or issued untagged 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 (Tagged) ............. 7754 
Rolls of 3,000 (Tagged) .......... 7755 
Rolls of 3,000 (Untagged) .... N7755 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 
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The fifty-third stamp added to the 
Transportation Series features a circus 
wagon from the early 1900s. The cir
cus wagon that appears on the stamp is 
actually a composite artist's rendition 
of several circus wagons from the pe
riod. 

This coil stamp was originally 
scheduled to be released on April 20, 
1990, at the ARIPEX '90 stamp show 
held in Phoenix, Arizona; but the need 
for a new $1.00 coil stamp forced the 
USPS to postpone the release of the 5¢ 
Circus Wagon and issue the $1.00 Sea
plane coil stamp instead. The 5¢ Circus 
Wagon coil was issued later that same 
year at the opening of the EMPEX '90 
stamp show on August 31, 1990, in 
Syracuse, New York. The stamp 
marked the thirty-fifth convention of 
the American First Day Cover Society 
(AFDCS). 

Circus wagons allowed the early cir
cuses to transport live animals, gear, 
and personnel from city to city. Circus 
wagons could also be loaded onto flat
bed train cars, allowing circuses to 
travel to locations all across America. 
The ornate and colorful decorations of 
the early wagons contributed to the 
spectacle of the grand street parades 
that announced the circus' arrival in a 
new town. 

This was the third 5¢ design issued in 
the Transportation Series, but unlike 
the 5¢ Motorcycle and the 5¢ Milk 
Wagon, the Circus Wagon coil stamp 
bore a 2-digit (05) denomination. The 
5¢ Circus Wagon was the first coil 
stamp to display the new USPS format 
of including a zero (0) before a single
digit denomination below 10¢. 

As with the previous 5¢ stamps is
sued in the Transportation Series, the 
denomination met no specific postal 
rate. 

The 5¢ Circus Wagon coil stamp was 
originally produced by the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing (BEP) using 
line-engraved intaglio printing on the 
B press. A distinctive gravure-printed 
version was later produced by Guilford 

Gravure in rolls of 10,000 stamps and 
supplied to the USPS by the American 
Bank Note Company. (A detailed de
scription of the gravure-printed version 
begins on page 2-40.) 

This stamp was originally issued be
fore the USPS' decision to discontinue 
the application of phosphor taggant on 
stamps with denominations less than 
10¢; therefore, the 5¢ Circus Wagon 
stamps produced prior to the January 
1991 policy change were printed with 
overall tagging. All subsequent print
ings of this issue by the BEP were pro
duced without tagging, creating two 
distinct and collectable versions of the 
same stamp. 

The tagged version of the intaglio
printed 5¢ Circus Wagon stamp was 
issued in rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps, 
and has vertical tagging breaks that ap
pear regularly at 26- or 52-stamp inter
vals. The location of the tagging breaks 
remain consistent throughout the roll in 
relation to the plate-numbered stamp. 

The untagged version of the 5¢ Cir
cus Wagon coil was only issued in rolls 
of 3,000 stamps, which were .mainly 
produced for large mailings by the 
Disabled American Veterans (DAV). 

-I o5~ 
~ STAMPS 
'> $25·00 

©USPS1990 

A coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 5¢ Circus Wagon stamps 
produced by the BEP. 



T5CW-1ot 

Plate 1 186019-t 

Availability unknown* 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 9, 1990 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ..................... July 20, 1990t 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

* The BEP produced two separate 
printing sleeves for the 5¢ Circus Wag
on coil stamp with the same number
sleeve 1. The PNCSG believes that the 
first sleeve I ( 186019-1) was damaged 
during early production. The BEP then 
issued a replacement sleeve ( 187031-1) 
with the same suffix number. It is not 
known if any stamps were produced and 
made available from the first sleeve I. 

t The BEP reported this date in a letter 
to a member of the PNCSG. 

Plate 1 187031-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

(Overall tagging with tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... July 5, 1990 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 30, 1990 

Used on Cover ............... $2.00 D 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Paper Type lllb 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

(tagging breaks) 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .90 $ .95 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.20 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.40 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. D 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. D 
U ntagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

13L(PS17) .................... N.A. D 
10L(PS14) .................... N.A. D 
8L (PS12) ..................... N. A. D 
7L(PS11) ..................... N.A. D 
6L (PS 10) ...................... 2.50 D 
5L (PS9) ........................ 2.50 D 
3L (PS7) ....................... N. A. D 
2L (PS6) ....................... N. A. D 
1L (PS5) ....................... N. A. D 
3R (PS8) ....................... N. A. D 
4R (PS9) ....................... N. A. D 
5R (PS10) ..................... 2.50 D 
8R (PS13) ..................... N. A. D 
12R (PS17) ................... N. A. D 
PS5 with untagged 

stripe at top ................ 3.00 D 
PS5 with untagged 

stripe at bottom .......... 3.00 D 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5¢ 

Paper Type Illn 

Rolls of 3,000 

(tagging breaks) 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ N. A. CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ N. A. CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 52 stamps): 

19L(PS23) .................... N. A. CJ 
13L (PS17) ................... N. A. CJ 
8L (PS 12) ..................... N. A. CJ 
7L (PSll) ..................... N. A. CJ 
2L (PS6) ....................... N. A. CJ 
1L (PS5) ....................... N. A. CJ 

I T5CW-1unt 

Plate 1 187031-1 (Untagged) 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 
(Paper Type Illn) 

See the production data for T5CW-lot. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 7, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.00 $ 1.05 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.60 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 
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5¢ Circus Wagon 
(Gravure) 

Designer ..................... Susan Sanford 
Washington, DC 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ............................. Acitronics 
(division of George Schmitt Co., Inc.) 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Issue date .............. December 8, 1992 
Cincinnati, Ohio (no ceremony) 

Produced by ........... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press ........... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .......... 19 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
I cylinder number preceeded by "A" 

Ink colors .................. Red (PMS 186) 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size ................................... 10,000 

USPS item number ................... 7732 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 
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The gravure-printed version of the 5¢ 
Circus Wagon coil stamp was issued on 
December 8, 1992, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
There was no official first-day cer
emony, but first-day-of-issue cancella
tions were available by mail order. 
This was the sixtieth stamp issued in 
the Transportation Series. 

The design of this coil is the same as 
the intaglio-printed version released on 
August 31, 1990, but the two stamps are 
easily discernible. The different print
ing processes produced slight design 
differences. The most obvious differ
ence is in the shading at the left of the 
wagon. The gravure-printed version 
has diagonal lines that are thick and 
uniform. The intaglio-printed version 
has very fine diagonal lines-so fine in 
some places that the lines almost dis
appear. Another distinction can be 
found in the serifs at the top of the W in 
Wagon. The gravure-printed stamp has 
0.5mm-wide serifs, while the intaglio
printed stamp has 0.75mm-wide serifs. 
The two stamps can also be dif
ferentiated by the gum; the gravure
printed version was produced on paper 
with shiny gum, and the intaglio
printed stamp has dull gum. 

The gravure-printed coil stamp was 
only printed without tagging in rolls of 
10,000 stamps by Guilford Gravure for 
the American Bank Note Company 
(ABN). In comparison, the previously 
released, intaglio-printed version was 
produced by the BEP in 500- and 
3,000-stamp rolls. The plate numbers 
and the frequency of the numbers also 
vary between the two printing versions. 
The gravure-printed coil has a single
digit number that is preceded by an "A" 
to signify that the stamps were supplied 
by ABN. This number repeats every 24 
stamps. The intaglio-printed version, 
however, has a single-digit sleeve 
number that repeats every 52 stamps. 

The 5¢ Circus Wagon stamp exhibits 
a great refinement in Guilford Gra
vure's printing process. This stamp 
was printed on an Andreotti press using 
a new fine-line screen that makes the 

ink dots nearly invisible even under low 
magnification. This technological ad
vancement can be most appreciated 
when comparing the printing quality of 
the 5¢ Circus Wagon coil to the muddy 
appearance of the gravure-printed 29c 
Mt. Rushmore coil, which was also 
printed by Guilford Gravure in 1991. 

The I 0,000-stamp rolls of the 5¢ 
Circus Wagon were mainly produced 
for large mailings by the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV). The DAV 
affixes strips of stamps on return en
velopes to increase the level of re
sponse. 

I TSCW-A 1 [1] 

Cylinder Al 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 12, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 D 

* ABN has not reported the cancella
tion and total impressions for this 
printing cylinder. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.20 $ 1.25 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.70 

CJ 
CJ 
D 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

~ 
I 



Transportation Series Stamps, 5¢ 

I T5CW-A2 [1] B I T5CW-A3 [1] ~ Note: T5CW-A3 was printed with red 
ink that is reactive to short-wave ultra
violet light. 

CylinderA2 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 4, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 c::::::::J 
* ABN has not reported the cancella
tion and total impressions for this 
printing cylinder. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.20 $ 1.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. I. 70 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

CylinderA3 
Rolls of I 0,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 2, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $ 2.00 c::::::::J 
* ABN has not reported the cancella
tion and total impressions for this 
printing cylinder. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.20 $ 1.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. I. 70 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

Place your official 
acceptance sticker 

Disabled American Veterans 
here so we may 

properly honor you 
as a member of the 
Commanclels Club. 

Thank you. 

PO BOX 14301 
CINCINNATI OH 45250-0301 

COMMANDERS CLUB 

This Disabled American Veterans (DA V) reply envelope is franked with a pair of 2¢ Locomotive coil 
stamps and a strip of gravure-printed 5¢ Circus Wagon Stamps. The stamp at the left end of the Circus 
Wagon strip shows the cylinder number A 1. The DA V sent out these SASEs with their solicitations to in
crease the response levels. (From the collection of Richard L. Beecher.) 
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5¢ Canoe 
(Intaglio) 

Designer ............................ Paul Calle 
Stamford, Connecticut 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............. Kenneth Kipperman 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date .................... May 25, 1991 
Secaucus, New Jersey (NOJEX '91) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. C Press (901) 

Plate size .. .. .... .. 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ............... Brown and gray 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ................................... none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 500 .......................... 7905A 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 
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On May 25, 1991, the USPS issued 
the intaglio-printed version of the 5¢ 
Canoe. This was the fifty-sixth design 

added to the Transportation Series. It 
was released simultaneously with the 
JOe bulk-rate Tractor Trailer coil at 
NOJEX '91 in Secaucus, New Jersey. 

The design of the 5¢ Canoe stamp 
shows a 30-foot long birchbark canoe 
of the 1800s. The pointed stem-heads 
of the canoe are typical of canoes made 
by Algonquin Indians, which inhabited 

the region along the Ottawa River and 
the northern tributaries of the St. Law
rence River. Lightweight bark canoes, 
similar in design to the one pictured on 
the stamp, were used by American In
dians, French fur traders, explorers, and 
guides throughout the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

The stamp's design also includes an 
engraved service inscription that reads 
"Additional Nonprofit Postage Paid." 
The USPS considered the engraved 
service inscription a precancel. 

The 5¢ Canoe was produced by the 
BEP in rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps. 
It was issued to accommodate the frac
tional rates of the various presorted bulk 

0 

mail categories created by the February 
3, 1991, rate change. Instead of issuing 
stamps bearing different denominations 
for the new non-profit rates, the USPS 
issued a single 5¢ stamp to cover all of 
the rates. Non-profit bulk mailers 
could use the 5¢ Canoe coil as false 
franking and pay the difference be
tween the 5¢ denomination of the stamp 
and the actual per-piece rate at the time 
of mailing. The additional postage paid 
for the entire mailing would be re
corded on a meter strip and affixed to 
the mailer's post office form. This type 
of false franking has been authorized by 
the USPS for years, but this was the 
first stamp issued with an inscription 
noting that additional postage had been 

paid. 
On October 22, 1991, a gravure

printed version of the of the 5¢ Canoe 
coil was issued. It was supplied by 
Stamp Venturers in rolls of I 0,000 
stamps and was printed in red and 
black, making it distinctly different 
from the original brown and gray in
taglio-printed version. (See page 2-44 
for more information about the gra
vure-printed 5¢ Canoe coil.) 

STAMPS 
Additionaf~ 

Nonpro 1t 
Postage Paid 

$150°0 
(~::)USPS 1991 
PRECANCELLEO 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3, 000 intaglio-printed 5¢ Canoe stamps 
produced by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP). 



,.. 
,., 
~ 

("" 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ ,.. 
,.. 
,.. 
~ 

~ 

(!A 

("' 

,.. 

"" fA 

~ 

,.. 
~ 

,... 
,., 
("' ,. 
,.. 
,.. 

First 

CANOE COIL 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5¢ 

T 
POP 

p 

In addition to a plate-numbered strip of three of the intaglio version of the 5¢ Canoe stamps, this fanciful FOG 
by TOP bears a pair of imperforate 5¢ Canoe stamps and a single U.S. sheet stamp from 1931 with a related 
design. (From the collection of Larry Graf.) 

[isc-1 ITJ B ~ 1 

Plate 1 188274-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 19, 1991 

To Press ........................ Apr. 20, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N: A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 4, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .85 $ .90 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.45 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.60 

CJ 
CJ 
CJ 

Imperforate ...................... N. A. CJ 
Number on top .................... unknown 

I TSC-2 I 
Plate 2 ??????-2 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use .................... N A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.10 $ 1.15 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.55 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.70 CJ 
Imperforate ...................... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top .................... unknown 

I TSC-3 I 
Plate 3 ??????-3 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.10 $ 1.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 
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5¢ Canoe 
(Gravure) 

Designer ............................ Paul Calle 
Stamford, Connecticut 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ..................... Richard Sennet 
Sennet Enterprises 

Typographers: 

Lettering .......... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Service Inscription ... Stamp Venturers 

Issue date ............... October 22, 1991 
Secaucus, New Jersey (no ceremony) 

Produced by .. J. W. Fergusson & Sons 
for Stamp Venturers 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .................... Champlain gravure 

Plate size .......... 12 rows of 33 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 33 stamps 
2 cylinder numbers preceeded by "S" 

Ink colors: .................. Red and black 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
(Coiled and finished at KCS lndustries,/nc. 

Milwaukee, Wisconson) 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size .................................. I 0,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Original printing ................... 7907 A 
Dull gum variety ................. 57907 A 

Withdrawn from sale date ..... N. A. 
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A gravure-printed version of the 5¢ 
Canoe was issued on October 22, 1991, 
in Secaucus, NJ. (Secaucus was the 
city where the original intaglio-printed 
Canoe was released at the NOJEX '91 
stamp show on May 25.) This was the 
fifth face-different 5¢ stamp in the 
Transportation Series, and the fifty
ninth stamp added to the series over
all. 

The gravure-printed Canoe stamp 
was printed by J. W. Fergusson & Sons 
under contract from Stamp Venturers. 
Unlike the BEP version, this stamp was 
only produced in coils of I 0,000 
stamps. 

Although both versions of the stamp 
feature the same basic design, the two 
stamps are easily distinguishable. The 
most obvious difference is the colors of 
the inks. The gravure-printed version 
was printed using red ink for the canoe 
and black ink for the service in
scription. The original, intaglio-printed 
stamp was printed in brown (for the 
vignette) and gray (for the service in
scription). Because of the gravure 
printing process, which produces an 
image with tiny dots of ink, the canoe 
and lettering of the newer version has 
much less detail than the original, in
taglio-printed stamp. Another obvious 
distinction is the service inscription. 
Both versions have the same "Addi
tional Nonprofit Postage Paid" service 
inscription, but the gravure-printed 
version uses a less condensed typeface. 
As a result, the inscription is broader. 
The space between the letters of the 
service inscription was also increased 
slightly for clarity. 

The large, I 0,000-stamp coils were 
produced for use in stamp affixing ma
chines by mass mailers. The 5¢ Canoe 
accommodated the fractional rates of 
the various presorted bulk mail cat
egories created by the . February 3, 
1991, rate change. Instead of issuing 
stamps bearing the different de
nominations of the new non-profit 
rates, the USPS issued a single 5¢ 
stamp to cover all of the rates. Non-

profit bulk mailers could use the 5¢ 
Canoe coil as false franking and pay the 
difference between the 5¢ de
nomination of the stamp and the actual 
per-piece rate at the time of mailing. 
The additional postage paid for the en
tire mailing would be recorded on a 
meter strip and affixed to the mailer's 
post office form. 

This was the first Transportation Se
ries stamp to be printed by a process 
other than intaglio, which produces an 
image from fine, engraved lines. The 
gravure-printed 5¢ Canoe was also the 
first Transportation Series coil to be 
printed outside the BEP. An "S" ap
pears as a prefix in the plate number to 
identify it as a product of Stamp Ven
turers, the contractor. 

Cylinder combination Sll 
Rolls of 10,000 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

* A total of 373,743 impressions were 
reported for the original printing from 
this cylinder combination through Au
gust 1991. 

Shiny Gum (original printing) 

Rolls of 10,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.25 $ 1.30 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.45 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 1.55 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



Transportation Series Stamps, 5¢ 

DuUGumt 

Rolls of I 0,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................. $ 1.30 C=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... I .45 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ I .55 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Although this gum is described as 
"dull," it is dextrin gum with a low 
gloss finish. It is dramatically less 
shiny than the original, shiny gum va
riety. 

Imprinted coil/abel from a roll of 10,000 gravure-printed 5¢ Canoe stamps 
produced by Stamp Venturers. This label was printed in black ink on a 
cardboard disk measuring 7.25" in diameter, which supported the large 
roll. 

"' 
z{' 

:, The National Museum of the 

American Indian will 

be the first national 

American 

Indian and 

dedicated ro the hi~tory 

and culture of Native 

Amc~tic~ms. Its gool is to change 

forever the way Americans view the 

Native Peoples of this hemi-
A844MAF 

sphere. To correct miscon

ceptions. To end prejudice. 

To stop injustice. And to 

' •bl een Wundel"l j( ••• 
Jlox 8830 , , , , t'e ect11eOe • ,8", ~.aos-aoso 

tt '' 

) 

~ Although the 5¢ Canoe numbered single (811) on this cover was badly scraped during processing, this decorative 
cover shows an excellent thematic relationship between the stamp and the topic of the correspondence. (From the 

~ collection of Ken Lawrence.) 
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5.2¢ Sleigh 

Designer ...................... Walter Brooks 
Norwalk, Connecticut 

Art Director ............................... none 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ............ Robert B. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ..................... March 21, 1983 
Memphis, Tennessee (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(80 I and 803) 

Plate size .. .. . . . . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 
Joint line at right 
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Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Ink color ...................................... Red 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (rolls of 500) ............... 0756 
Precanceled 

(roll size not specified) ........ P756 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 30, 1985 

The 5.2¢ Sleigh was the ninth coil 
stamp added to the Transportation Se
ries. It was issued in tagged and pre
canceled versions on March 21, 1983, 
in Memphis, Tennessee. An embossed 
envelope bearing the same de
nomination, but a different design, was 
also released on the same day in Mem
phis. 

The design of this stamp features an 
antique sleigh, typical of those in use in 
the United States during the 1880s. The 
steel runners below the body of the 
sleigh allowed the sleigh to travel 
across snow- and ice-covered terrain. 
This type of sleigh would usually be 
pulled by one or two horses, and it 
could seat three to four people com
fortably. Sleighs, like the one pictured 
on this stamp, were also used for 
pleasure and recreation during the 
snowy months. 

Both the precanceled and the tagged 
version of this stamp include the ser
vice inscription "Auth I Nonprofit I 
Org" within the stamp's design. The 
precanceled version was overprinted 
with two horizontal lines. 

The 5.2¢ denomination of the pre
canceled stamp met the third-class ba
sic presort rate for qualified nonprofit 
bulk mailers. This rate had taken effect 
on January 9, 1983, and continued until 
February 17, 1985, when it was in-

creased to 6¢. The Postal Service au
thorized the use ofthe precanceled 5.2¢ 
Sleigh stamp as false franking for the 
new 6¢ rate until June 16, 1985; the 
difference was paid at the time of mail
ing. 

The tagged version of the 5.2¢ Sleigh 
coil met no postal rate and was issued 
solely for collectors. 

With the issuance of the precanceled 
6¢ Tricycle coil stamp, the 5.2¢ Sleigh 
coil stamps (precanceled and tagged) 
were withdrawn from philatelic sale on 
June 30, 1985. 

The above examples show some 
of the styles of imprints that were 
used on coil wrapper labels that 
sealed rolls of 500 5.2¢ Sleigh 
stamps. The bottom label was 
printed in red and is confirmed as 
sealing tagged rolls from plates 1 
and 2. Blue labels were generally 
found on precanceled rolls sealing 
plate 3 with 5, and plate 4 with 6. 



I T5.2-1 

Plate 1 40514-I 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ........................ Mar. 15, 1983 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 427,250 

Maximum PNCs ................ 7,690,500* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 14, 1984 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 
* This number is the combined im

pressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.80 $ 7.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 12.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................ N. A. c=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: Plates 1 and 2 of the tagged 5.2¢ 
Sleigh have been found with a hor
izontal tagging break, which indicates 
that a vertical tagging break exists. To 
date, no vertical tagging breaks have 
been reported for these plate numbers. 

Note: FDCs bearing 5.2¢ Sleigh coil 
stamps exist with forged plate numbers 
simulating plate 1. 

T5.2-1 P 

Plate 1 40514-I 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

§OJ I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T5.2-1. 

To Press .......................... Mar. 3, 1983 

Jan. 13, 1984 

Mar. 2, 1984 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 24, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c=J 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5.2¢ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.10 $ 11.00 c::::::::J 
Stripofthree(PS3) ......... 12.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 12.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS 10) .................... 22.00 c::::::::J 
5L (PS9) ...................... 58.00 c::::::::J 
3L (PS9) ....................... N. A. c::::::::J 
LG (PS5)* .................... N. A. c::::::::J 
3R (PS8)t ................... 18.00 c::::::::J 
5R (PSIO) ................... 15.00 c::::::::J 
6R (PS II) .................... 22.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 14.00 c::::::::J 

* A used, plate-numbered single show
ing a line gap was found in 1989. 
Longer strips have not been reported. 

t The stamps with this gap are usually 
poorly centered. The price is for VF 
centering. 

ISSUED TO MEET THE BASIC SPECIAL MINIMUM PER-PIECE RATE 
FOR BULK MAILINGS BY NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. 

The first-day-of-issue cancellation of this KMC Venture FDC ties a line pair of the precanceled 5.2¢ Sleigh 
(showing plate 1 on the left stamp) and a plate strip of three of the tagged 5.2¢ Sleigh (showing plate 1 on 
the center stamp) on a 5.2¢ embossed envelope, which was also issued on March 21, 1985, in Memphis, 
Tennessee. (From the collection of Larry Graf.) 
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I T5.2-2 [1] ~ §Xi] 

Plate 2 40515-2 

Paired with Plate 1 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

Certified ........................ Feb. 28, 1983 
To Press ........................ Mar. 15, 1983 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 11, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 427,250 

Maximum PNCs ............... 7,690,500* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 14, 1983 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 
* This number is the combined im
pressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.80 $ 7.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 12.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................ N. A. c=J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Note: Plates 1 and 2 of the tagged 5.2¢ 
Sleigh have been found with a hor
izontal tagging break, which indicates 
that a vertical tagging break exists. To 
date, no vertical tagging breaks have 
been reported for these plate numbers. 

I T5.2-2P 

Plate 2 40515-2 

Paired with Plate 1 only 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T5.2-2. 

To Press .......................... Mar. 3, 1983 

Jan. 13, 1984 

Mar. 2, 1984 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 14, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c=J 
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used mint 

Single(PSI) .. $2.10 $11.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 12.75 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PSI 0) .................... 22.00 c=J 
5L (PS9) ...................... 58.00 c=J 
3L (PS9) ....................... N. A. c=J 
LG (PS5)* .................... N. A. c=J 
3R (PS8)t ................... 18.00 c=J 
5R (PSIO) ................... 15.00 c=J 
6R (PS II) .................... 22.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 14.00 c=J 

* A used, plate-numbered single show
ing a line gap was found in 1991. 
Longer strips have not been reported. 

t The stamps with this gap are usually 
poorly centered. The price is for VF 
centering. 

Detail of "Sleigh Whip" 

Note: A gripper crack, known as the 
"Sleigh Whip, "exists on the plate
numbered stamp from the precanceled 
version of plate 2. A PS5 showing the 
"Sleigh Whip" has an estimated value 
of$100.00. 

T5.2-3 

Plate 3 40516-3 

Paired with Plate 5 only 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ...................... Mar. 15, 1983* 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 914,900 

Maximum PNCs ............. 16,468,200t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 20, 1986 

Used on Cover ........... $ 150.00 D 
* The plate was used to print pre
canceled 5.2¢ Sleighs prior to this 'To 
Press" date. 
t This number is the combined im
pressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

Note: This plate was most likely sent 
back to press because it exists with both 
continuous overall tagging and with 
overall tagging that has a vertical tag
ging break at 4L. It is believed that this 
return to press was a test of the BEP 's 
ability to print tagged stamps on Cot
trell Press 803, which was normally 
used for printing precanceled stamps. 
The test probably occurred on January 
13, 1984, when the same plates were 
used to print precancels. For more in
formation, see Kim Cuniberti, "Tag
ging Breaks Traced to BEP Fire," The 
Plate Number, January 1991. 

used mint 

Single (PSI)$ 140.00 $ 180.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 185.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 235.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................ N. A. [=::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [=::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

4L (PS8) .................... 240.00 [=::J 

Note: The vertical centering of the 5.2¢ 
Sleigh printed from the pairing of plate 
3 and 5 is typically poor. The prices 
shown are for VF examples. 



I T5.2-3P 

Plate 3 40516-3 

Paired with Plate 5 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T5.2-3. 

To Press ........................ Mar. 14, 1983 

July 6, 1983 

Oct. 19, 1983 

Jan. 13, 1984 

Mar. 9, 1984 

Mar. 28, 1984 

May 15, 1984 

June 1984 

Oct. 1984 

Nov. 1984 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 24, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.60 $ 12.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 13.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PSI O)t ................ 110.00 CJ 
5L (PS9)t .................... 18.00 CJ 
4L (PS8) ....................... N. A. CJ 
3L(PS7) ...................... 15.50 CJ 
2L (PS6) .................... I 00.00 CJ 
JlhL (PS6) ................ 300.00 CJ 
IL(PS5) .................... 325.00 CJ 
LG (PS5) ................... 325.00 CJ 
3R (PS8)t ..................... N. A. CJ 
6R (PSll)t ................ 110.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 15.50 CJ 

t The "Hash mark" precancel mat va
riety exists on this gap location. See the 
note and illustration on this page for 
more information and pricing. 

Note: A precancel mat variety, known 
as the "Hash mark," appears on some 
of the rolls of the precanceled versions 
of the 5.2¢ Sleigh, 8.3¢ Ambulance 

(Cottrell press version), and 9.3¢ Mail 
Wagon. The "Hash mark" is a vertical 
black line, approximately 1.5mm tall 
and 0.5mm wide, that appears 2.0mm 
below the bottom precancel line and six 
perforation rows to the right or left of 
the precancel gap. The reason for these 
lines is not known. A plate strip run
ning two stamps past the gap and two 
stamps past the "Hash mark" com
mands a $25.00 premium over the nor
mal price of a plate strip showing the 
same gap position. 

Detail of "Hash mark" 
precancel mat variety 

I T5.2-4P 

Plate 4 40517-4 

Paired with Plate 6 only 

Issued only as a precancel 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ......................... Feb. 8, 1983 

To Press ........................... July 2, 1984 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 166,780 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3,002,040 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 12, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $30.00 CJ 
used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 12.25 $ 12.75 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 14.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5.2¢ 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 325.00 c::::::::J 
31hL (PS8) .................. 21.00 CJ 
3L (PS7)t .................... 20.50 c::::::::J 
2L (PS6)t .................... 15.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 20.50 CJ 

t The "Hash mark" precancel mat va
riety exists on this gap location. See the 
note and illustration for T5.2-3P. 

I T5.2-5 

Plate 5 40532-5 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 (Pt;~per Type I) 

(continuous tagging or tagging breaks) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 18, 1983 

To Press ...................... Mar. 15, 1983* 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 914,900 

Maximum PNCs .............. l6,468,200t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 3, 1986 

Used on Cover ........... $ 150.00 c::::::::J 
* The plate was used to print pre
canceled 5.2¢ Sleighs prior to this "To 
Press" date. 
t This number is the combined im
pressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps. 

Note: See the note for T5.2-3 about 
tagging breaks. 

used mint 

Single (PS l) $ 140.00 $ 180.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 185.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 235.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................ N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagging Breaks: 

4L (PS8) .................... 200.00 CJ 

Note: The vertical centering of the 5.2¢ 
Sleigh printed from the pairing of plate 
3 and 5 is typically poor. The prices 
shown are for VF examples. 

2-49 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

I T5.2-5P 

Plate 5 40532-5 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T5.2-5. 

To Press ......................... Mar 14, 1983 

July 6, 1983 

Oct. 19, 1983 

Jan. I3, 1984 

Mar. 9, 1984 

Mar. 28, I 984 

May 15, 1984 

June 1984 

Oct. I984 

Nov. I984 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 10, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 C=:J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.65 $ I2.00 [=:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.25 [=:J 

Strip of five (PS5) .......... 13.00 [=:J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [=:J 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS 10)t ................ II 0.00 [=:J 

5L (PS9)t .................... 18.00 [=:J 

4L (PS8) ....................... N. A. [=:J 

3L (PS7) ...................... I5.00 [=:J 
2L (PS6) .................... 100.00 [=:J 

JlfzL (PS6) ................ 300.00 [=:J 

. IL (PS5) .................... 325.00 c:::J 
LG (PS5) ................... 325.00 c:::J 
3R (PS8)t ..................... N. A. c:::J 
6R (PS 11 )t ................ 110.00 c:::J 
PS5 not showing gap .·. 15.50 C=:J 

t The "Hash mark" precancel mat va
riety exists on this gap location. See the 
note and illustration for T5.2-3P. 
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I T5.2-6P 

Plate 6 40533-6 

Paired with Plate 4 

Issued only as a precancel 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 18, 1983 

To Press ........................... July 2, I 984 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 166,780 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3,002,040 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 1, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $30.00 c:::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 12.25 $ 12.75 [=:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 14.00 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... I5.00 [=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c:::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 325.00 [=:J 

31/zL (PS8) .................. 21.00 [=:J 
3L (PS7)t .................... 20.50 [=:J 

2L (PS6)t .................... I5.00 [=:J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 20.50 [=:J 

t The "Hash mark" precancel mat va
riety exists on this gap location. See the 
note and illustration for T5.2-3P. 

Plate 7 40910-7 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 3, 1984 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 25, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 8 409II-8 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 3, 1984 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 



5.3¢ Elevator 

Designer ........................... Lou Nolan 
McLean, Virginia 

Art Director .................. Derry Noyes 
CSAC 

Modeler ............................... unknown 
BEP 

Typographer ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Elevator 1900s 
fi3USA. 

j 

~~ 
.II 

Issue date ............ September 16, 1988 
New York, New York 

Produced by .............................. BEP · 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ...................... Black and red 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ................................... none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 .............................. P951 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 

In a ceremony held in the lobby of the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York, 
the 5.3¢ Elevator stamp was released 
on September 16, 1988. This was the 
forty-sixth coil issued in the Trans
portation Series. 

The stamp features a composite el
evator cab based on information and 
plans of Otis elevators from the early 
1900s. The design illustrates the ornate 
grillwork that typified elevators of that 
period. Lawrence J. Gavrich, com
munication services director for the 
Otis Elevator Company, made the fol
lowing comments about the importance 
of elevators: "Without the elevator, in
vented in 1853 by Elisha Graves Otis, 
cities would not have been able to grow 
up, as well as out. Buildings in cities 
without elevators would be three stories 
tall, no higher, and structures like the 
Eiffel Tower and Empire State Build
ing would be the stuff of science fic
tion." 

Prior to Elisha Otis' development of 
a safe elevator in 1853, people using 
mechanical hoists-and the cargo they 
moved-were always at risk of falling 
when lifting ropes or cables broke. His 
invention, which operated by the ten
sion on the lifting cable, provided a 
safety mechanism that prevented the 
elevator from falling if the cable 
snapped. 

In 1857, the first passenger elevator 
was installed by Otis in the five-story 
E. V. Haughwout & Company store at 
Broome Street and Broadway in New 
York City. 

The stamp's design also includes a 
red, engraved service inscription that 
reads "Nonprofit I Carrier Route Sort." 
The 5.3¢ denomination paid the rate for 
nonprofit third-class bulk mail sorted to 
the individual carrier route. Of the new 
rates that became effective April 3, 
1988, this was the lowest per-piece 
rate-a two-tenths of a cent decline 
from the previous rate paid by the pre
canceled version ofthe 5.5¢ Star Route 
Truck coil stamp. 

The 5.3¢ Elevator stamp was only 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5.3¢ 

produced in coils of 500 and 3,000 
stamps. 

The 5.3¢ rate continued until Feb
ruary 3, 1991, when the rate increased 
to 7.4¢. The USPS permitted mailers to 
use the 5.3¢ Elevator stamp as false 
franking for the increased rate through 
September 9, 1991, with the difference 
paid at the time of mailing. The 5.3¢ 
Elevator coil was withdrawn from phil
atelic sale on August 31, 1991. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 5.3¢ Elevator stamps 

I T5.3-1 p 

Plate 1 180652-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ....................... July 27, 1988 

To Press ......................... Sept. 7, 1988 

Nov. 9, 1988 

Mar. 5, 1989 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 6, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 c=J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $ 1.05 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.20 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.30 

c=J 
c=J 
c=J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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5.5¢ Star Route 
Truck 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, New York 

Art Director .................. Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ......................... Joe Creamer 

Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date .............. November 1, 1986 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

2-52 

Ink colors: 
Tagged ................................. Maroon 
Precanceled ......... Maroon and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ........................................ 500 
Precanceled ................ 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged ..................................... 0754 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P754 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ... February 28, 1989 

The 5.5¢ Star Route Truck was the 
twenty-eighth coil stamp issued in the 
Transportation Series. It was released 
on November I, 1986 in Fort Worth, 
Texas, in conjunction with a joint 
meeting of the National Star Route Mail 
Collectors' Association and the South
em Region of the USPS. 

The truck shown on the stamp is a 
artist's composite rendering of several 
archive photographs of trucks that were 
used as Star Route vehicles after 1910. 
Most of the Star Route trucks of this 
period were adaptations of autos like 
the Ford Model T. 

A Star Route was a postal route on 
which mail was carried by a private in
dividual or business firm that was under 
contract with the Post Office De
partment to provide speedy service and 
guarantee security. The early contracts 
specified that the mail be carried with 
"celerity, certainty, and security." 
These contracted mail routes are re
ferred to as "Star Routes" because dur
ing the early years of their imple
mentation, postal clerks marked the 
special routes in postal records with an 
asterisk (*). 

Although Star Routes were created in 
1834 by congressional legislation, they 
were not implemented until 1845 by 
President John Tyler. The Act allows 
the Postmaster General to award mail 
transportation contracts to the lowest 

responsible bidder "without reference 
to be made of conveyance." Prior to 
the implementation of the Act, stage
coaches were the main means of trans
porting mail between major cities and 
towns. The law was intended to pro
vide for reasonable alternatives to that 
costly and limited service. By the be
ginning of the 19th century, more than 
17,000 Star Routes criss-crossed the 
United States, with contractors carrying 
mail over 230,000 miles in all types of 
vehicles-including carts, buckboards, 
canoes, and dog sleds. Today, the 
USPS still has almost 12,000 con
tracted mail routes, which cost the 
Postal Service approximately $833 
million annually. Because most of the 
modem contract routes involve trucks 
transporting the mail over highways, 
the routes are now referred to as "high
way contract routes." 

The 5.5¢ denomination met the non
profit bulk rate for mail presorted to the 
individual carrier route that went into 
effect on April 20, 1986. This rate 
continued until April 3, 1988, when it 
was reduced to 5.3¢. After the de
crease, the USPS authorized bulk mail
ers to use the service-inscribed Star 
Route Truck stamp as false franking for 
the 5.3¢ rate, with the difference re
funded by the Postal Service at the time 
of mailing. This false-franking priv
ilege continued until October 9, 1988. 
By that time the 5.3¢ Elevator coil 
stamp had been issued, which displayed 
the proper denomination for the rate. 

The Star Route Truck coil had a dif
ficult journey reaching its eventual5.5¢ 
denomination, first-day-of-issue city, 
and issue date. The USPS originally 
announced the Star Route Truck coil as 
a 5.7¢ stamp that was to be issued on 
June 10, I 986, in Louisville, Kentucky. 
The 5.7¢ denomination met the non
profit carrier-route presort bulk rate 
that was in effect at the time of the an
nouncement. On April 20, 1986, after 
the initial announcement and the un
veiling of the stamp design, the rate was 
lowered to 5.5¢ because of Congress' 



realignment in the "revenue foregone" 
funding that reimburses the USPS for 
losses in handling nonprofit mail. The 
following day, the Postal Service an
nounced that the Star Route Truck 
stamp would bear a 5.5¢ denomination, 
meeting the new, lowered rate-but its 
issuance would be postponed because 
of the rate change. The release of the 
5.5¢ Star Route Truck coil was re
scheduled for September 12, in Louis
ville; but this information was later re
tracted, and the release was "deferred 
indefinitely." On October 10, 1986, 
when the USPS was certain that the 
rates were stable through the next fiscal 
year, the actual release date and city 
were finally announced. 

The 5.5¢ Star Route Truck stamp was 
issued in tagged and precanceled (ser
vice-inscribed) versions. 

The tagged version met no postal rate 
and was produced solely for collectors. 
It was only issued in rolls of 500 
stamps. Some collectors used four of 
the 5.5¢ tagged stamps to meet the first 
ounce, first-class letter rate (22¢) that 
was in effect at the time the stamp was 
issued. 

The precanceled version was pro
duced in coils of 500 and 3,000 stamps 
with an engraved service inscription 
printed in black ink. The USPS con
sidered the printed service inscription 
of the 5.5¢ Star Route Truck a pre
cancel. So, unlike earlier stamps with 
engraved service inscriptions, the pre
canceled version of this stamp did not 
require an additional overprint. The 
service inscription was printed in black 
ink from the same engraved plate as the 
rest of the stamp, which was printed in 
maroon ink. This made the precanceled 
5.5¢ Star Route Truck the first multi
colored stamp in the Transportation 
Series. 

Both versions of the 5.5¢ Star Route 
Truck coil stamps were withdrawn from 
philatelic sale on February 28, 1989. 

Plate 1 177272-1 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 26, 1986 

To Press .......................... Oct. 6, 1986 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 23, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 28,145* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 325,000t 

Earliest Known Us~ ...... Jan. 20, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 c=:J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 56,290 impressions for 
468 stamps per "sheet." 

t Although 506,610 tagged PNCs were 
printed, only 325,000 were shipped to 
the USPS. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.85 $ 1.95 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.15 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.30 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c=:J 

Detail of "Burned Rubber'' 
plate scratch at 2R. 

Note: A constant plate flaw, known as 
"Burned Rubber," appears below the 
rear wheel on the 2R position on some 
tagged rolls of the 5.5¢ Star Route 
Truck. A PS5 showing this scratch has 
an estimated value of $10.00. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5.5¢ 

Plate 1 177288-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ......................... Oct. 2, 1986 

To Press ........................ Oct. 16, 1986 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 26, 1987 

Impressions ......................... 148,668* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,676,024 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 2, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c:=J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 297,336 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.60 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.90 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.10 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type III 
I 

Roll size unknown 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 5.50 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.75 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.00 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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I T5.5-2P 

Plate 2 177894-2 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 9, 1987 

To Press ........................ June 12, 1987 . 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 23, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 32,500* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 585,000 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 31, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 I=:::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 65,000 impressions for 
468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.60 $2.75 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 I=:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 [=:::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

STAR ROUTE TRUCK 

~ 
\.:.,.:_; 

·. \ 
I 

("'r{1fl~"'i0. 
U I r\hiH 'l 

CAn-nr 5;on r 
NON PHOF!l OFlG. 

$i05.0U 
e tJ<:;"S 1j\"S 

PREGAt~CELED 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 5.5¢ Star Route 
Truck stamps. 

Hl:tr Ht>ui<'Tt·uc.·k Hun· Huuu·'l't·m•k Slnr Honw'rt·m·k Slur HouU>Trul'l< 
fl. f) l!l'i. \ IUJI)s fl.[) l!H. \ l!li.Os 5.5 ll~A l!llOs 5.5 liSA 1910s 

Htat·ll.cntll''l'ru••l; 

The term "star route" originated in 1845 when President John Tyler signed legislation which allowed for the awarding 
of mail transportation contracts to the lowest responsible bidder. Most early trucks were simply adaptations of popular 
automobiles like the Model T. Ford. Contracts awarded were designated in postal records by an asterisk and thus 
became known as "star routes." 
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This K.M.C. Venture FOG complied with the USPS rule that stated, "Precanceled Star Route Truck stamps 
may be affixed to covers, but at least 22¢ in mint, unprecanceled postage also rriust be affixed to receive 
first-day cancellations. At least one unprecanceled Star Route Truck stamp must be included." However, 
before the FOG grace period ended, this policy was changed so that the precanceled stamps counted 
toward the required 22¢ postage. 



5.9¢ Bicycle 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, New York 

Art Director ............................... none 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ................. Thomas J. Bakos 
BEP 

Bicyele 1870s 
USA5.9c 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date .............. February 17, 1982 
Wheeling, West Virginia (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ...................... Cottrell Presses 
(801,802,803,804) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Goint line at right) 

Ink color ...................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged ..................................... 0758 
Precanceled 

Roll size not specified .......... P758 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ..... January 31, 1984 

The 5.9¢ Bicycle was the fifth coil 
stamp to be issued in the Transportation 
Series. It was simultaneously released 
with a 5.9¢ embossed envelope in 
Wheeling, West Virginia, on February 
17, 1982. 

The stamp features a side view of a 
highwheeler bicycle representative of 
the type introduced in the United States 
at the 1876 Centennial Exposition held 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Within 
the stamp's design is the inscription 
"Auth./ Nonprofit I Org." This service 
indicator appeared on both the pre
canceled and tagged versions of the 
stamp; although, the precanceled ver
sion was also overprinted with hor
izontal bars. 

The 5.9¢ denomination met the basic 
presort bulk rate for mailings by au
thorized nonprofit organizations, which 
took effect on January 10, 1982. After 
the basic nonprofit presort bulk rate 
dropped to 4.9¢ on July 27, 1982, the 
Postal Service authorized the use of the 
5.9¢ Bicycle precancels as false frank
ing for the new rate until December 31, 
1982; the mailers received a refund for 
the overpayment. On January 10, 1983, 
the basic nonprofit presort bulk rate in
creased to 5.2¢, and once again the 
Postal Service authorized the use of the 
precanceled 5.9¢ stamp as false frank
ing until July 6, 1983. On August 4, 
1983, the USPS extended the false 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5.9¢ 

franking privileges "until further no
tice." The false franking became un
necessary on March 21, 1983, with the 
release of the 5.2¢ Sleigh precanceled 
coil, but the 5.9¢ Bicycles were not 
withdrawn from philatelic sale until 
January 31, 1984. 

The 5.9¢ Bicycle has the distinction 
of being the first Transportation Series 
coil to go off sale. 

500 
~ 59 .. 

! STAM~S : 
Q ... 
~ NON-PROFIT: 

·~ $29 ~ 
© USI'S 1982 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 tagged 5.9¢ Bicycle stamps 

Plate 1 40033-1 
Never available 

Certified ........................ Jan. 28, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 16, 1982 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 2 40034-2 

Never available 

Certified ........................ Jan. 28, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 
Canceled ....................... Feb. 16, 1982 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 
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I T5.9-3 

Plate 3 40035-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Certified .......................... Feb. 2, I982 

To Press .......................... Feb. 3, I982 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 24, I984 

Impressions ........................... 582,553 

Maximum PNCs ............. 10,485,954* 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 29, I982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 
* This number is based on the com
bined impressions for tagged and pre
canceled stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.50 $6.75 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... I6.50 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

I T5.9-3P 

Plate 3 40035-3 

Paired with Plate 4 only 

[iOC]I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T5.9-3. 

To Press .......................... Feb. 5, I982 

Apr. 25, I982 

June IO, I982 

Oct. I4, I982 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 4, I987 

Used on Cover ............. $30.00 CJ 

Note: The expertizing committee of the 
American First Day Cover Society has 
declined to sign a Kribbs cover that was 
submitted bearing only precanceled 
5.9¢ Bicycle stamps. For more in
formation, see Ken Lawrence, Linn's 
Stamp News, September 5, 1988. 
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used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.75 $ 19.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 24.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 29.50 CJ 
Imperforate [LG] ........ 1,200.00 CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS 10) .................... 32.00 CJ 
5L (PS9) .................... 115.00 CJ 
4L (PS8) ...................... 45.00 CJ 
I L (PS5) .................... 400.00 CJ 
LG (PS5) ..................... 44.00 CJ 
IR (PS5)t ..................... N. A. CJ 
5R (PS 10) ................. 375.00 CJ 
6R (PSll) .................... 32.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 32.00 CJ 

t Only one genuine strip is known. 

Note: Forgeries exist with the pre
cancel gap at the 1 R position of plates 
3 and 4 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle. The for
geries were crudely created with a felt
tip marker on tagged stamps. 

I T5.9-4 

Plate 4 40036-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Certified .......................... Feb. 2, 1982 

To Press .......................... Feb. 3, 1982 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 24, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 582,554 

Maximum PNCs ............... I 0,485,954 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 7, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.50 $6.75 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 16.50 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

I T5.9-4P 

Plate 4 40036-4 

Paired with Plate 3 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T5.9-4. 

To Press .......................... Feb. 5, 1982 

Apr. 25, 1982 

June I 0, 1982 

Oct. 14, 1982 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 4, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 CJ 

Note: The expertizing committee of the 
American First Day Cover Society has 
declined to sign a Kribbs cover that was 
submitted bearing only precanceled 
5.9¢ Bicycle stamps. For more in
formation, see Ken Lawrence, Linn's 
Stamp News, September 5, 1988. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.75 $ 19.00 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 24.00 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 29.50 [:=J 

Imperforate [LG] ........ 1,200.00 CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [:=J 

Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PSI 0) .................... 32.00 [:=J 
5L (PS9) .................... 115.00 [:=J 

4L (PS8) ...................... 45.00 c:=J 
IL (PS5) .................... 400.00 [:=J 
LG (PS5) ..................... 44.00 c:=J 
IR (PS5)t ..................... N. A. c:=J 
5R (PSI 0) ................. 375.00 CJ 
6R (PSI I) .................... 32.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 32.00 c:=J 

t Only one genuine strip is known. 

Note: Forgeries exist with the pre
cancel gap at the 1 R position of plates 
3 and 4 of the 5.9¢ Bicycle. The for
geries were crudely created with a felt
tip marker on tagged stamps. 



I T5.9-5P 

Plate 5 40075-5 

Paired with Plate 6 only 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ....................... Mar. 19, 1982 

To Press ........................ June 15, I982 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 24, I984 

Impressions ............................. 75,740 

Maximum PNCs ................. I ,363,320 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 28, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 45.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 49.00 $ 50.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 55.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 95.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... 150.00 CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

LG (PS5) ..................... 95.00 CJ 

I T5.9-6P 

Plate 6 40076-6 

Paired with Plate 5 only 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ....................... Mar. I9, 1982 

To Press ........................ June 15, 1982 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 24, 1984 

Impressions ............................. 75,741 

Maximum PNCs ................. I ,363,338 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 29, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 45.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 49.00 $ 50.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 55.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 95.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... I50.00 CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

LG (PS5) ..................... 95.00 CJ 

Transportation Series Stamps, 5.9¢ 

Plate 7 40083-7 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Feb. 4, I984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

<OifiiiSftll· 

Ptecanceled 

Plate 8 40084-8 

Never available 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
precanceled 5.9¢ Bicycle stamps. 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Feb. 4, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

PRE CAN~ .......... .., 

83000.0 
i1 5.9¢ ~ 
a STAMPS ~ 
' NON-PROFIT~ 
~ $177 00 

©liPS 1582 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 5.9¢ Bicycle stamps. 
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6¢ Tricycle 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler ...................................... none 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............ Kenneth Kipperman 
Lettering ................ Thomas J. Bakos 

BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue dates: 
Tagged ......................... May 6, 1985 

Childs, Maryland (no ceremony) 
Precanceled ..................... May 1985 

nationwide distribution 
(no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 
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Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ................................. Brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 0776 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P776 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Tagged ................. February 28, 1989 
Precanceled ....... December 31, 1988 

The 6¢ Tricycle coil stamp was the 
nineteenth issue added to the Trans
portation Series. It was released on 
May 6, 1985, in Childs, Maryland, 
without an official first-day-of-issue 
ceremony. Childs, Maryland, was se
lected as the first-day city because of 
the city's name and today's close re
lationship between children and tri
cycles. 

Contrary to the implication made by 
the Postal Service's selection of the 
first-day-of-issue city, the tricycle pic
tured on the stamp is an adult vehicle 
from the 1880s. The adult tricycle had 
two 36-inch diameter wheels on the 
sides, and a smaller wheel at the front 
for steering. Although an adult tricycle 
with such large wheels seems odd in 
today's context, in the 1880s it was a 
welcomed advancement from the dan
gerous high-rider bicycle (velocipede) 
that had a high seat and a large front 
wheel that often measured five feet in 
diameter. The original artwork for the 
stamp was rendered from a picture of a 
tricycle in an 1887 St. Nicholas Toy 
Company Catalogue. 

The 6¢ Tricycle stamp was issued in 
tagged and precanceled versions. The 
tagged version, which met no postal 
rate, was issued solely for collectors. 
The precanceled version, however, 

was overprinted with a "Nonprofit I 
Org." service inscription between two 
horizontal bars to pay the basic third
class bulk rate that went into effect on 
February 19, 1985. This 3-digit ZIP 
Code presort rate is specifically for 
mailings by nonprofit, tax-exempt re
ligious and charitable organizations and 
authorized political bodies. This rate 
was previously paid by the 5.2¢ Sleigh 
coil stamp. 

The 6¢ nonprofit rate continued 
through December 31, 1985. Be
ginning on January 1, 1986, the USPS 
authorized the use of the precanceled 
6¢ Tricycle as false franking, with the 
difference paid at the time of mailing, 
for the 7.4¢ rate that was in effect 
through March 8, 1986. The pre
canceled 6¢ Tricycle was also author
ized as false franking for the 8.7¢ rate 
that was in effect from March 9, 1986, 
through April 19, 1986. When the 
nonprofit rate fell to 8.5¢ on April 20, 
1986, the USPS again authorized the 
precanceled 6¢ Tricycle as false frank
ing. The false franking privilege for the 
8.5¢ rate ended on March 31, 1987. By 
that time, the precanceled 8.5¢ Tow 
Truck coil had been issued. Although 
the precanceled 6¢ Tricycle no longer 
had a postal use, it was not removed 
from philatelic sale until December 31 , 
1988. The tagged version of the 6¢ 
Tricycle was later removed from sale 
on February 28, 1989. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 precanceled 6¢ Tricycle 

stamps. 



Plate 1 41278-1 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type II) 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 22, 1985 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 13, 1985 

Impressions ......................... 392, 158* 

Maximum PNCs .................. .460,096t 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 14, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 784,316 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." It includes 
plate impressions for tagged and pre
canceled stamps. 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 23,925,000 tagged 6¢ Tri
cycle stamps were shipped through fis
cal year 1989. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.10 $ 1.15 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.40 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.55 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

I T6-1 p 

Plate 1 41278-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type II) 

See the production data for T6-l. 

To Press ......................... Apr. II, 1985 
Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 5, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 17.50 CJ 

Transportation Series Stamps, 6¢ 

Note: Several hand-canceled Artcraft 
FDCs bearing both tagged and pre
canceled strips of the 6¢ Tricycle from 
plate 1 appeared long after the issue 
date. (See the illustration below.) 
These covers were exclusively sold by 
Wayne Anmuth, who was a senior mar
keting specialist in the Philatelic Mar
keting Division at the USPS head
quarters in Washington, under the 
name of R & D Enterprises of Rockville, 
Maryland. Although the cancellations 
are genuine, the expertizing committee 
of the American First Day Cover So
ciety (AFDCS) has refused U! certify 
these suspicious covers as genuine 
first-day covers. The AFDCS said that 
the covers did not meet the criteria of a 
genuine FDC because the precanceled 
6¢ Tricycle stamps were not available 
for sale at the first-day city. 

Continued on the next page 

Several covers with Artcraft cachets exist with tagged and precanceled PNC strips. Although the covers are 
canceled with an official first-day-of-issue hand cancel, the First Day Cover Society (AFDCS) has refused to 
certify these covers as genuine first-day covers because of their suspicious origin. For more information, see 
the note above. (Cover provided by Ken Lawrence.) 
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T6-1P Continued from the 
previous page. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.25 $ 1.35 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.90 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

IlL (PS 15) ................ ; .. N. A. c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 1.90 c::::::::J 

Detail of gouges at 1 R 

Note: A constant plate flaw, which ap
pears as two semi-circular gouges, is 
present at the 1 R position on some pre
canceled rolls from plate 1. A PS5 
showing this variety is estimated at 
$5.00. 
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I I ' Paper Type rna 
L..T_6_-_2_P ______ __._ Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Plate 2 174424-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... June 12, 1985 

To Press ......................... July 27, 1985 
May 1986 
July 1986 

Canceled ........................ Sept. 9, 1987 

Impressions ......................... 580,642* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 10,451 ,547 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 22, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 c::::::::J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of I, 161,283 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.75 $7.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

llL (PS 15) .................. 12.50 c::::::::J 
8L (PS 12) . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . 11.50 c::::::::J 
6L (PS 10) .................... 11.50 c::::::::J 
lOR (PSIS) ................. 12.50 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.50 c::::::::J 

mint ,., 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 15.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 15.25 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.50 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

5R (PSIO) ..................... 0.00 D 
PS5 not showing gap .... 0.00 D 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 13.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 13.25 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.50 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1 ,OOO.OOt D 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

5R (PS 10) ................... 13.50 D 
6R (PSI!) .................... 14.50 D 
7R (PS12) ................... 18.00 D 
PS5 not showing gap .. 13.50 D 

t Imperforate strips of this stamp came 
from a single roll of 500 stamps that 
was completely broken down without 
regard for the precancel gap position 
[5R]; therefore, no long imperforate 
strips exist showing both the plate 
number and the precancel gap. 



7.1 ¢ Tractor 

Designer ....................... Ken Dallison 
Indian River, Ontario, Canada 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ............... February 6, 1987 
Sarasota, Florida (SARAPEX '87) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: 
Tagged ............................... Dark red 
Precanceled ....... Dark red and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 07 I 3 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ........ P7 I 3 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ... February 28, 1989 

The 7 .I¢ Tractor coil stamp was the 
thirty-second issue in the Trans
portation Series. It was released on 
February 6, I 987, at the SARAPEX '87 
stamp show held in Sarasota, Florida. 

The design features a 1927 John 
Deere model D "spoker" tractor. 
Spoker refers to the large spoked fly
wheel on the left side of the tractor, 
which was used to .start the tractor's 
engine. 

A tractor is a high-powered, low
speed vehicle used in farming to pull 
and operate machinery. It is typically 
powered by a gasoline or diesel engine. 
The word tractor is a combination of 
the words traction and motor. 

The first gasoline-powered farm ve
hicle was built by John Froehlich, an 
Iowa blacksmith, in 1892. Originally, 
the tractor was primarily a mobile 
source of power used to operate sta
tionary machinery such as threshing 
cylinders or hay bailers. The power
takeoff capability was retained as an 
important feature during the tractor's 
development. Improvements in the 
tractor's transmission later allowed it to 
use this power-takeoff capability to op
erate machinery at a constant speed, 
regardless of the speed of the tractor. 
By the 1920s, the tractor had revolu
tionized American agriculture. It en-

Transportation Series Stamps, 7.1¢ 

abled the farmer to cultivate more land, 
and significantly increased crop yields. 

The John Deere model D tractor is 
considered the first modern-style trac
tor, from which all future tractors were 
fashioned. 

The John Deere model D tractor had 
two sets of widely-spaced steel wheels 
with ground-gripping lugs. Although 
this arrangement was ideal for pulling 
large loads, it greatly disturbed the soil 
and made the tractor less effective for 
cultivating crops that were planted in 
rows. Regardless, this style of tractor 
remained the major type until 1932, 
when it was replaced with a model 
equipped with rubber tires. 

The 7 .I¢ Tractor was originally is-
. sued in tagged and precanceled ver

sions. Both versions were printed from 
separate printing sleeves for the B 
press, but each sleeve bore sleeve num
ber 1. The only difference in the sleeves 
was the inclusion of a service in
scription in the precanceled version's 
design. The service inscription was 
printed in black. This distinguished it 
from the remainder of the design, which 
was printed in dark red. 

The tagged version, which met no 
postal rate, was produced solely for 
collectors. The "Nonprofit I Org." ser
vice inscription of the precanceled 
version, however, notes the stamp's in
tended use to prepay the third-class, 
non-profit rate for bulk mail sorted to 
five ZIP' code digits. (The same 7 .I¢ 
Tractor design was later issued with a 
"Nonprofit 5-digit ZIP+4" inscription 
in 1989. For more information, see 
page 2-63.) 

The 7 .I¢ rate for this class of mail 
originally went into effect on April 20, 
I 986. Because a stamp bearing the 
proper 7.1 ¢ denomination was not 
available at that time, the USPS au
thorized the use of the precanceled 4.9¢ 
Buckboard coil stamp as false franking 
for the rate with the difference paid at 
the time of mailing. These false
franking privileges were in effect from 
April "20, 1986, through October 19, 
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1986, and then extended on October 23, 
1986, through March 31, 1987. By that 
time, precanceled 7.1 ¢ Tractor stamps 
were available. 

This rate was increased to 7.6¢ on 
April 4, 1988. At that time, the USPS 
authorized the precanceled 7.1¢ Tractor 
stamp to be used as false franking for 
new rate until October 9, 1988, with the 
difference paid at the time of mailing. 
By the end of the false-franking period, 
the 7.6¢ Carreta coil stamp had been 
issued to meet the current rate. 

Both the tagged and the precanceled 
("Nonprofit Org.") 7.1¢ Tractor stamps 
were withdrawn from philatelic sale on 
February 28, 1989. 

I T7.1-1. 

Plate 1 177452-1 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type III) 

Assigned ...................... Nov. 13, 1986 

To Press ........................... Jan. 5, 1987 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 16, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 28,959* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 359,6I5t 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 29, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 r=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 57,918 impressions for 
468 stamps per "sheet." 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 18,700,000 tagged 7.1 ¢ 
Tractor stamps were shipped through 
fiscal year 1989. 

used mint 

Single (PS1) .. $2.10 $2.25 r=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.50 r=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.60 r=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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IT7.1-1P ~I 
Plate 1 177509-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type III) 

Assigned ...................... Nov. 26, 1986 

To Press ........................... Jan. 5, 1987 
June 8, 1987 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 30, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 489,350* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 6,633,615t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 9, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 r=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 978,701 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 344,948,000 service
inscribed 7 .I¢ Tractor stamps were 
shipped through fiscal year 1989. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.30 $ 3.20 r=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 r=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.80 r=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Nonprofit 
Or g. 

The service inscription of 7. 1¢ 
Tractor coil stamp issued in 1987 
was printed in black using a 
typeface with serifs. 

PRECA.NCEU::D 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 7.1¢ Tractor 
stamps with the "Nonprofit Org." service inscription. 



7.1 ¢ Tractor 
(ZIP+4) 

Designer ....................... Ken Dallison 
Indian River, Ontario, Canada 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 

Service inscription ..... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Precanceled 

Issue date .................... May 26, 1989 
Rosemont, Illinois (COMPEX '89) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color .............. Dark red and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Issue date .................... May 26, 1989 
Rosemont, Illinois (COMPEX '89) 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 .............................. P938 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31 , 1991 

The fifty-first stamp issued in the 
Transportation Series features the same 
basic design that was used for the 7.1 ¢ 
Tractor coil stamp issued in 1987. (See 
page 2-59 for information about the 
original 7 .I¢ stamp.) The only design 
modification occurred in the black ser
vice inscription, which was changed 
from "Nonprofit I Org." to "Nonprofit 
5-Digit ZIP+4." As the new service 
inscription implies, this stamp met the 
7.1 ¢ rate for third-class, non-profit bulk 
mail addressed with 9-digit ZIP codes 
and presorted to five digits. This was 
a new rate tier that had not previously 
existed. This new rate tier went into 
effect on April 3, 1988. On that same 
day, the old 7.1¢ rate, for which the 
"Nonprofit Org." precanceled 7.1¢ 
Tractor coils had been issued, increased 
to 7.6¢. 

The new 7.1¢ Tractor stamp with the 
"Nonprofit 5-Digit ZIP+4" service in
scription debuted on May 26, 1989, at 
COMPEX '89, in Rosemont, Illinois. 

Unlike the previous 7 .I¢ Tractor 
stamps, this version was only issued as 
a precanceled stamp with the printed 
service inscription. It was produced in 
500- and 3,000-stamp coils on the Bu
reau of Engraving and Printing's B 
press (701). A single printing sleeve, 
numbered I, was used to simultane
ously print the dark red and black areas 
of the stamp. 

The precanceled ("Nonprofit 5-Digit 
ZIP+4") 7 .I¢ Tractor stamp was with
drawn from philatelic sale on August 
31, 1991. 

The revised 7.1¢ Tractor coil stamp 
has a two-line service inscription in 
a bold sans-serif typeface. 

Transportation Series, 7.1¢ 

T7.1-1 Pzip 

Plate 1 182560-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type lllb) 

Assigned .... ; .................. Apr. 14, 1989 

To Press .......................... May 2, 1989 
Dec. 13, 1989 

Oct. 1990 
Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 31, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $7.00 c=J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation or total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.80 $ 1.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.20 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

A coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 7. 1¢ Tractor stamps with the 
"Nonprofit 5-Digit ZIP+4" service 
inscription. 

2-63 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

7.4¢ Baby Buggy 

Designer ........................ Jim Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

1Ypographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............ Kenneth Kipperman 

Lettering .................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ...................... April 7, 1984 
San Diego, California 

(SAND/CAL '84) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
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Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ................................. Brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 0774 
Precanceled 

(roll size not specified) ......... P774 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1985 

The 7.4¢ Baby Buggy was the four
teenth addition to the Transportation 
Series. The stamp was issued on April 
7, 1984, in San Diego, California, at the 
SANDICAL '84 philatelic exposition. 

The stamp features a side view of a 
baby buggy which was offered by the 
St. Nicholas Toy Company of Chicago, 
Illinois, in its spring 1887 mail-order 
catalog. The baby buggy was described 
as a large rattan carriage with wire 
wheels, upholstered in cretonne or ra
mie. The price was $18.50. 

The 7.4¢ Baby Buggy coil was issued 
in tagged and precanceled versions. 
The tagged version of the 7.4¢ Baby 
Buggy coil met no postal rate and was 
issued solely for collectors. The pre
canceled version of this stamp was is
sued to meet the basic third-class rate 
for bulk mailings presorted to carrier 
routes, which was reduced from 7.9¢ to 
7.4¢ on May 22, 1983. When this 
postal rate later increased to 8.3¢ on 
February 17, 1985, the Postal Service 
authorized the use of the precanceled 
7.4¢ Baby Buggy as false franking with 
the addition postage paid at the time of 
mailing. This false franking privilege 
was permitted until August 18, 1985. 

Beginning with this issue, the USPS 
decided to eliminate service indicators 
(such as "Bulk Rate") from a stamp's 
basic design, with the intent of reducing 
the instances of clerk refusal of non-

precanceled (tagged) fractional de
nomination stamps used on regular 
first-class mail. Instead, the service in
dicators were to be applied to the 
stamps in the precanceling process. 
Therefore, only the precanceled version 
of the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy includes a ser
vice indicator. This service indicator 
was applied as an overprint that reads 
"Bik. Rt. I CAR-RT I SORT" and ap
pears between two horizontal precancel 
lines. 

This stamp was the first B press issue 
to be precanceled with a "text between 
bars" overprint. (The earlier B press 
precanceled coils-the 20¢ Flag over 
the Supreme Court and the II¢ Ca
boose-were overprinted with only 
horizontal lines.) This new type of 
overprint required the BEP to develop 
a new system, which used a 468-subject 
flexographic plate. The new B press 
precancels have precancel gaps that 
occur at 26-stamp intervals. 

The tagged and precanceled versions 
of the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy were both 
withdrawn from philatelic sale on Au-

Plate 1 40862-1 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 10, 1984 

To Press ......... Mar. 15, 1984 (Tagged) 

April 1984 (Precanceled) .A 

Canceled ....................... June 23, 1986 

Impressions ............................ 27,550* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

• Although this date was reported by 
the USPS, the Plate Number Coil study 
Group believes it is an error. 

* According to the USPS, none of these 
stamps were distributed. The entire 
printing may have been shredded. No 
copies of the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy coil 
from sleeve I (tagged or precanceled) 
have ever been reported by collectors. 

~ 
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Plate 2 40901-2 

Rollsof500 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 20, 1984 

To Press ........................ Mar. 24, 1984 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 13, 1986 

Impressions ......................... 477,733* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 395, 192t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 3, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 955,466 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 20,550,000 tagged 7.4¢ 
Baby Buggy stamps were shipped 
through fiscal year 1989. 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 7.50 $ 8.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 10.75 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type IIa 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 14.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 14.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Detail of "Blown tire" 
variety at position 15L 

Note: A constant plate flaw, known as 
the "Blown tire," appears as an oval
shaped spray of ink on the rear tire of 
the stamp at position 15L. A strip of 
five stamps with the flaw on the center 
stamp has an estimated value of 
$15.00. 

This coil wrapper label from a roll 
of 500 tagged 7.4¢ Baby Buggy 
stamps was printed in black. It 
exists in "steel die" and "rubber 
stamp" versions. 

I T7.4-2P 

Plate 2 40901-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See the production data for T7.4-2. 

To Press ........................ Mar. 25, 1984 
Apr. 1984 

Maximum PNCs ............... 4,650,462t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 20, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 
t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 241,824,000 precanceled 
7.4¢ Baby Buggy stamps were shipped 
through fiscal year 1989. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 7.4¢ 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.60 $4.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

7L (PSll) .................... 20.00 CJ 
llR (PS16) .................... 6.00 CJ 
12R (PS17) ................. 17.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 5.00 CJ 

Paper Type IIa 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 7.75 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

7L (PSll) .................... 17.00 CJ 
llR (PS16) .................. 17.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.25 CJ 

The small printed area of the label 
for the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy coil was 
fitted with interchangable slugs to 
modify the base label with service 
indicators such as "CAR-RT SORT" 
and "PRECANCELLED." 
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7.6¢ Carreta 

Designer ................. Richard Schlecht 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ................... Gary J. Slaught 
BEP 

Issue date ................ August 30, 1988 
San Jose, California 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (701) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color .................... Brown and red 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 500 ............................. P953 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 
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The 7.6¢ Carreta was the forty-fifth 
face-different stamp issued in the 
Transportation Series. It was released 
on August 30, 1988, at a first-day-of
issue ceremony held on the grounds of 
the San Jose Historical Museum in San 
Jose, California. 

The stamp features a 1770s carreta. 
Carreta is Spanish for cart. The Span
ish residents of the southwestern region 
of North America used the carreta to 
transport goods to and from market, as 
well as for hauling firewood and barrels 
of water. On Sundays, the carreta was 
also used as a passenger vehicle to 
transport families to church. Historians 
say that this type of all-wooden cart 
may have been the first vehicle on the 
North American continent. 

Carretas had two large wheels that 
often measured 3 feet in diameter. The 
wheels were made from cross-section 
logs that were held together by an 
axeltree with wooden pegs. Above the 
wheels sat a large wooden cage that was 
lashed together with leather thongs. 
The heavy wooden carts were usually 
pulled by two oxen yoked side by side, 
with the driver walking alongside to 
prod the animals. 

The 7.6¢ Carreta coil stamp was only 
issued as a precancel in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. A "Nonprofit" service 
inscription, printed in red ink, appears 
at the base of the stamp. Because of the 
plate number's proximity to this service 
inscription, the plate number was also 
printed in red ink. 

The 7.6¢ denomination paid the rate 
for third-class nonprofit bulk mail pre
sorted to five ZIP-code digits. This rate 
went into effect on April 3, 1988, rais
ing the rate from 7. I ¢ (which was paid 
by the 7.1¢ Tractor coil- stamp). 

The 7,6¢ rate continued until Feb
ruary 3, 1991, when the rate increased 
to 9.8¢. The USPS permitted mailers to 
use the 7.6¢ Carreta as false franking 
for the increased rate through Sep
tember 9, 1991, with the difference paid 
at the time of mailing. 

The 7.6¢ Carreta coil stamp was 

withdrawn from philatelic sale on Au
gust 31, 1991. 

I T7.6-1 p 

Plate 1 180571-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... July 12,1988 

To Press .......................... Aug. 9, 1988 
Oct. 13, 1988 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 18, 1988 

Impressions ......................... 214,850* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,867,300 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 6, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 429,700 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.75 $ 1.85 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.30 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.50 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



ln.s-2P 
Plate 2 181197-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

~I 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 4, 1988 

To Press ........................ Nov. 22, 1988 
Dec. I, 1988 

Jan. 31, 1989 
Feb.24, 1989 
Mar. 9, 1989 

Apr. 1989 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 31, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

Note: Although strips from sleeve 2 
were not available during the normal 
first-day cancelation period, several 
FDCs exist with plate-numbered strips 
from sleeve 2. These covers were pro
cessed by the Philatelic Sales Division 
as replacements for damaged FDCs, 
even though they were submitted after 
the cancelation deadline. 

Paper Type Illb 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ I. 75 $ 1.85 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.50 c::::::::J 

~ Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6. 75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Illn 

Rolls of500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 8.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: An inking variety exists on the 
7.6¢ Carreta from sleeve 2 where a 
majority of the fine detail lines was not 
printed. This variety is most noticeable 
by the absence of the circular wood 
texture from the wheel. Examples of 
this variety were received from mail 
orders placed at the Philatelic Service 
Center in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Normal impression 

Weak impression 

Transportation Series Stamps, 7.6¢ 

500 
f 7.6e 1:> 
~ STAMPS ~ 
~ NON PROFIT t 
~ $38.00 ~>i' 

r,) UPSP 100S 
~t.ltu 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 7.6¢ Carreta stamps. 

I T7.6-3P 

Plate 3 182478-3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type JJ/b) 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 3, 1989 

To Press ........................ Apr. 7, 1990* 
Oct. 1990 
Jan. 1990 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 25, 1989 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

* Used examples prove that this sleeve 
was used prior to the earliest reported 
date to press. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.25 $ 6.50 [:=I 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 [::=! 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.25 [::=! 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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8.3¢ Ambulance 
(Cottrell Press) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director ................. Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ................... Ronald C. Sharp 
BEP 

TYpographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ........ JosephS. Creamer, Jr. 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date .................... June 21, 1985 
Reno, Nevada (NEVPEX-TOPEX) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: .......... Cottrell (801 and 803) 

Plate size .. . .. .. . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Goint line at right) 
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Ink color .................................. Green 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 0778 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P778 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .... February 28, 1989 

The Cottrell press version of the 8.3¢ 
Ambulance was issued at the opening 
ceremony of the NEVPEX-TOPEX '85 
Stamp Exposition held in Reno, Ne
vada, on June 21, 1985. This was the 
twenty-third stamp design issued in 
the Transportation Series. The 4.9¢ 
Buckboard coil stamp also debuted with 
the 8.3¢ Ambulance in a joint cer
emony. 

The design features an ambulance of 
the type used by the Union forces dur
ing the Civil War. Each infantry regi
ment was allotted three of these am
bulances for transporting wounded 
soldiers. A maximum of three patients 
fitted into the light wagon, which was 
pulled by horses. The ambulance was 
fitted with canvas side curtains that 
could be rolled up for ventilation. In
side, the ambulance contained medical 
supplies and a water keg that had hoses 
to reach each patient. 

The original artwork for the stamp 
design was based on the blueprints of an 
1864 patent (No. 44,643) granted to 
Edwin R. McKean, who designed sev
eral improvements to battlefield am
bulances. Some of the improvements 
mentioned in the patent application 
were the inclusion of ventilating fans, 
which were powered by movement of 
the wheels, and stretchers with wheels 
that could be placed in the ambulance 
easily, providing more comfort for the 
patients. 

The 8.3¢ Ambulance coil was orig
inally scheduled to be printed on the 
BEP' s B press (70 1 ), but the need to 
print large quantities of the 22¢ Flag 
stamps following the February 17, 
1985, rate change switched its pro
duction to the Cottrell presses. 

Tagged and precanceled versions of 
the 8.3¢ Ambulance were produced. 
The tagged version met no postal need, 
and was only issued in rolls of 500 
stamps for collectors. The precanceled 
version, however, met the 8.3¢ rate for 
third-class bulk mail presorted to the 
individual carrier route, which also 
went into effect on February 17, 1985. 
The previous rate for this class of mail 
was paid by the 7.4¢ Baby Buggy coil 
stamp. The precancel overprint of the 
8.3¢ Ambulance stamp was comprised 
of a two-line, "Blk. Rt. I CAR-RT I 
SORT" service indicator that appeared 
between two horizontal lines. The pre
canceled version was produced in rolls 
of 500 and 3,000 stamps. 

The 8.3¢ rate continued until April 
3, 1988, when it increased to 10.1¢. 
Although a precanceled 10.1¢ coil 
stamp existed at the time of the in
crease, it bore the wrong overprinted 
service indicator. To allow for a new 
version of the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamp 
to be printed with the proper overprint, 
the USPS authorized the use of the 
precanceled 8.3¢ Ambulance coil 
stamp as false franking by bulk mailers 
until October 9, 1988, with the differ
ence paid at the time of mailing. 

The Cottrell presses that printed the 
8.3¢ Ambulance coil stamps were de
commissioned in November 1985. 
Following the dismantling of the Cot
trell presses, supplies of the Ambulance 
stamp dwindled, but the need for a pre
canceled 8.3¢ coil continued. This 
caused the production of the pre
canceled 8.3¢ Ambulance to be trans
ferred to the B press in 1986. (See page 
2-72 for more information.) 

All versions of the 8.3¢ Ambulance 
stamps were removed from philatelic 
sale on February 28, 1989. 



I T8.3-1 

Plate 1 174107-1 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ......................... May I, 1985 

To Press .......................... June 7, 1985 

July 3, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 497,089 

Maximum PNCs .................. 395,313* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 23, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 
* This number is based on the com
bined impressions for tagged and pre
canceled stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.55 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.70 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.00 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on topt (PS5) ..... N. A. CJ 
t This pricing is for plate-numbered 
strips with correctly-positioned plate 

numbers that appear at the top of the 
strip due to improper slitting. See the 
note below for additional· number-on
top varieties. 

Note: Plate-numbered stamps from the 
top row of the printed web from plate I 
exhibit an unusual production error; 
the plate number (I) was entered ap
proximately I mm down and to the right 
from the normal position of plate num
bers. This resulted in several collect
ible varieties for tagged and pre
canceled 8.3¢ Ambulance stamps from 
the top two rows from plate I. 

When the web is properly slit into in
dividual coils, the numbered stamp from 
plate I includes only the top portion of 
the displaced plate number. This va
riety is illustrated at the top of the next 
column. (A PS5 showing this variety 
has an estimated value of $5.00 for ei
ther the tagged or precanceled version. 

A PS5 showing the whole displaced 
plate number at the bottom is estimated 
at $30.00 for the tagged version, and 
$I5.00 above the prices for the in
dividual gap locations of the pre
canceled version.) 

This numbered stamp from the top row 
of plate 1 shows how the displaced 
plate number is cut at the bottom when 
the coil is properly slit. Notice that the 
stamp design is evenly centered-from 
top to bottom, and side to side. 

On properly-slit rolls from the sec
ond row (~f the printed web, the bottom 
portion (if the displaced plate number 
from the first row appears at the top of 
the numbered stamp with the properly
positioned plate number from the sec
ond row at the base of the stamp. This 
variety is shown in the upper illustra
tion in the next column. (A PS5 show
ing this variety has an estimated value 
of $20.00 for the tagged version, and 
$2.50 above the prices for the in
dividual gap locations of the pre
canceled version.) 

Numbered stamps from plate I of the 
8.3¢ Ambulance that show complete 
plate numbers at the top and the bottom 
are rare. Double-numbered stamps 
were created when the web was slit with 
the design just low enough to allow for 
both numbers to be left intact on a nor
mal-height stamp. This variety is 
shown in the bottom illustration in the 
next column. (A PS5 showing this va
riety has an estimated value of $I 00.00 
for the tagged version, and $75.00 

Transportation Series Stamps, 8.3¢ 

above the prices for the individual gap 
locations of the precanceled version.) 

When a double-numbered stamp is 

produced in the second row of the web, 
the first row of stamps does not exhibit 
a number. In that case, only the joint 
line will be present on the right side of 
the stamp that usually displays the plate 
number. (A PS5 showing the no
number variety has an estimated value 
of $50.00 for the tagged version, and 
$35.00 above the prices for the in
dividual gap locations of the pre
canceled version.) 

This numbered stamp from the second 
row of plate 1 shows the bottom portion 
of the displaced plate number at the top 
and a complete plate number at the 
bottom. 

This numbered stamp from the second 
row of plate 1 shows complete plate 
numbers at the top and bottom. Vertical 
lines have been added to note the 
horizontal displacement of the top plate 
number. 
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I L--T_8._3-_1 P ___ ~----~c I I T8.3-2 

Plate 1 174107-I 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T8.3-l. 

To Press ........................ June 24, 1985 

Aug. 26, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 22, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 [=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.40 $ 1.50 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.70 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 [=::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top* (PS5) ..... N. A. [=::J 

* This pricing is for plate-numbered 
strips with correctly-positioned plate 
numbers that appear at the top of the 
strip due to improper slitting. See the 
following note for additional number
on-top varieties. 

Note: Refer to the notes on page 2-69 
for information about the displaced 
plate number varieties. 

Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ........................ 2.80 [=::J 

lL (PS5) ........................ 3.00 [=::J 
LG (PS5) ....................... 3.60 [=::J 
lR (PS5) ..................... 20.00 [=::J 
2R (PS6) ................... 485.00 [=::J 
PS5 not showing gap 485.00 [=::J 

Note: The "Hash mark" precancel mat 
variety exists on some rolls of the pre
canceled 8.3¢ Ambulance printed on 
the Cottrell press. See the note and il
lustration on page 2-49 for more in
formation and pricing. 

2-70 

Plate 2 174108-2 

Paired with Plate I 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ......................... May I, I985 

To Press .......................... June 7, I985 

July 3, I985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 497,089 

Maximum PNCs .................. 395,313* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 27, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 [=::J 

* This number is based on the com
bined impressions for tagged and pre
canceled stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ I.40 $ 1.50 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... I. 70 C=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.00 [=::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [=::J 

500 
§47 8.3$ 
~ STAMPS 

" $41.50 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 tagged 8.3¢ Ambulance 

stamps printed on the Cottrell 
press 

Plate 2 I74108-2 

Paired with Plate I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for T8.3-2. 

To Press ........................ June 24, 1985 

Aug. 26, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 22, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 C=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ I.40 $ 1.50 c::=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... I. 70 c::=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.00 c::=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::=:J 

Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ........................ 2.80 c::=:J 
lL (PS5) ........................ 3.00 c::=:J 
LG (PS5) ....................... 2.60 c::=:J 
IR (PS5) ..................... 20.00 c::=:J 
2R (PS6) ................... 485.00 D 
PS5 not showing gap 485.00 D 

Note: The "Hash mark" precancel mat 
variety exists on some rolls of the pre
canceled 8.3¢ Ambulance printed on 
the Cottrell press. See the note and il
lustration on page 2-49 for more in
formation and pricing. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 precanceled 8.3¢ Ambulance 

stamps printed on the Cottrell 
press 



I T8.3-3P 

Plate 3 174109-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ......................... May I, 1985 

To Press ......................... Sept. 3, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 128,838 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,319,084 

Earliest Known Use ............. unknown 

Used on Cover ............. $ 17.50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $4.70 $5.80 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 6.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

I R (PS5) ....................... 6.50 c=J 
2R (PS6) ....................... 8.50 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.50 c=J 

I T8.3-4P 

Plate 4 174110-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ......................... May 1, 1985 

To Press ......................... Sept. 3, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 128,838 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,319,084 

Earliest Known Use ............. unknown 

Used on Cover ............. $ 17.50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $4.70 $5.80 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 6.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

1 R (PS5) ....................... 6.50 D 
2R (PS6) ....................... 8.50 D 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.50 c=J 

Transportation Series Stamps, 8.3¢ 

PlateS 174111-5 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... May I, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 6 174112-6 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... May I, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

This FDC was autographed by James Schleyer, the designer of the 8.3¢ Ambulance stamp. (From the collection of 
FrankL. Shively, Jr., M.D.) Some of James Schleyer's other stamp designs include the 4¢ Stagecoach, 6¢ Tricycle, 
7.4¢ Baby Buggy, 9.3¢ Mail Wagon, 10.1¢ Oil Wagon, 11¢ Caboose, and the 20¢ Fire Pumper coil stamps. 
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8.3¢ Ambulance 
(8 Press) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ................... Ronald C. Sharp 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 
Lettering ............. Joseph Creamer, Jr. 

BEP 

Issue date ................ August 29, 1986t 
(no official first-day-of-issue city) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color .................................. Green 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .................................. none 

Roll size ...................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 778P 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ... February 28, 1989 

t This is the earliest reported date of 
use. 
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The B-press version of the 8.3¢ Am
bulance is the twenty-sixth coil stamp 
issued in the Transportation Series. It 
was issued without notice on August 
29, 1986, at the philatelic sales counter 
at USPS headquarters in Washington, 
DC. The 8.3¢ denomination met the 
rate for third-class bulk mail presorted 
to the individual carrier route, which 
was in effect since February 17, 1985. 

The Cottrell presses that originally 
printed the 8.3¢ Ambulance coil stamps 
were decommissioned in November 
1985. Following the dismantling of the 
Cottrell presses, supplies of the Am
bulance stamp dwindled as the need for 
a precanceled 8.3¢ coil continued. This 
forced the production of the pre
canceled 8.3¢ Ambulance to be trans
ferred to the B press in 1986. 

The 8.3¢ Ambulance was the second 
Transportation Series design to be 
moved from the Cottrell presses to the 
BEP's newer B press. Unlike the B
press version of the 4¢ Stagecoach, a 
new master die was not required for the 
B-press version of the 8.3¢ Ambulance. 
The same master die that was used to 
make the plates for the Cottrell presses 
was also used to make the printing 
sleeves for the B press. This was pos
sible because the 8.3¢ Ambulance was 
originally designed and engraved for 
production on the B press. However, 
initial production of the 8.3¢ Am
bulance was diverted in 1985 to the 
Cottrell presses to allow the BEP to 
print the 22¢ Flag coils (which met the 
new first-class letter rate) on the faster 
B press. (A detailed description of the 
Cottrell-press version of the 8.3¢ Am
bulance stamp begins on page 2-68.) 

Although the production transfer did 
not require any design changes or re
engraving, the Cottrell and B-press 
versions of the 8.3¢ Ambulance are not 
identical. 

The printed image from the B press is 
approximately IJ4 millimeter narrower 
than the Cottrell-press image. This oc
curred because of the different pro
cesses used to manufacture the printing 

An1bulance 1860s 
8.3USA 

A horizontally-cut example of a 
tagged 8.3¢ Ambulance stamp (at 
top), which was only produced on 
the Cottrell press, is overlaid on a 
precanceled 8-press stamp (at bot
tom) to show the 114 millimeter dif
ference in the printed image width 
from the two presses. 

surface for each type of press. The 
Cottrell-press plates are produced by 
entering impressions of the stamp im
age on flat pieces of steel, which are 
then curved to produce the semi
cylindrical plates that are paired for 
printing. As the flat pieces of steel are 
bent to form the curved printing plates, 
the images in the steel are slightly 
stretched. This stretching does not oc
cur in the manufacturing of the printing 
sleeves for the B press because the 
prmtmg sleeve is already in a cy
lindrical shape when the images are 
entered. 

Another difference appears in the 
lettering and numeral~ at the top of the 
design. White, diagonal lines are dis
tinct and uniform in the letters of the 
B-press version (shown below). AI-

An1bulance 
8.3USA 

The lettering and numerals of the 
8-press version of the 8.3¢ Am
bulance stamp show distinct, di
agonal, white (un-inked) lines. 



though these white lines are present on 
both versions, they are weak and mostly 
filled with green ink on the Cottrell
press version. 

The B press, unlike the Cottrell 
presses, only produced precanceled 
8.3¢ Ambulance coils. Again, rolls of 
500 and 3,000 stamps were produced. 

The precancel overprints of both ver
sions are comprised of the same service 
indicator, which reads "Bik. Rt. I 
CAR-RT I SORT," between two hor
izontal bars. On the Cottrell-press ver
sion, the horizontal precancel bars have 
gaps at 12-stamp intervals. The B-press 
version's precancel bars have gaps at 
26-stamp intervals. 

One difference makes numbered 
strips from the two versions easily dis
cernible. The B-press version does not 
have a joint line to the right of the 
plate-numbered stamp, which is always 
present on Cottrell-printed issues. The 
B press used a continuous, cylindrical 
printing sleeve, and therefore did not 
produce the joint line that is character-

TRANSPORTATION 
SERIES 

istic of the paired, semi-cylindrical 
printing plates of the old Cottrell 
presses. 

As with the previous "re-issued" 4¢ 
Stagecoach coil, the USPS did not ded
icate the release of this stamp with an 
official first-day ceremony. Charles 
Yeager, Linn's Stamp News' Washing
ton correspondent, was the only person 
reported to have prepared covers for 
unofficial first-day cancelations when 
the stamps were first found at the phil
atelic counter at L'Enfant Plaza (Postal 
Headquarters) on August 29, 1986. 

In 1987, approximately 200 covers 
were sold bearing 8.3¢ Ambulance 
stamps from the B press with August 
29, 1986, philatelic cancels on House 
of Farnam cacheted envelopes. Most of 
the covers were franked with a pair of 
the original tagged Cottrell-press 8.3¢ 
Ambulance stamps and a pair of the 
new B-press precanceled stamps. Ap
proximately a dozen of the covers bore 
plate-numbered strips of each version. 
The expertizing committee of the 

Transportation Series Stamps, 8.3¢ 

American First Day Cover Society 
(AFDCS) declined an opinion and, 
therefore, did not issue certificates of 
authenticity for these House of Farnam 
covers--even though the covers bore 
genuine August 29, 1986, cancelations. 
For more information on these covers, 
see Ken Lawrence, Linn's Stamp News, 
November 23, 1987; and September 5, 
1988. 

The 8.3¢ rate continued until April 
3, 1988, when it increased to I 0.1 ¢. 
Although a precanceled 10.1¢ coil 
stamp existed at the time of the in
crease, it bore the wrong overprinted 
service indicator. To allow for a new 
version of the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamp 
to be printed with the proper overprint, 
the USPS authorized the use of the pre
canceled 8.3¢ Ambulance coil stamp as 
false franking by bulk mailers until Oc
tober 9, 1988, with the difference paid 
at the time of mailing. 

All versions of the 8.3¢ Ambulance 
coil stamp were withdrawn from phil
atelic sale on February 28, 1989. 

USPS 
PHILATELiC 
CENTER 
~ .\:::abalmwel~llll 

M= m ... 
' 

Although the expertising committee of the A FOGS determined that House of Farnam covers, as the one pictured above, 
bore genuine USPS Philatelic Center handstamp cancelations (dated Aug. 29, 1986), it did not give an opinion of the 
covers because of the suspicious circumstances surrounding their creation. (Photo courtesy of Mike Keller.) 
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I T8.3(B)-1 p 

Plate 1 I76884-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

§C]I 

Assigned ....................... June 23, I986 

To Press .......................... Aug. 4, I986 
Sept. 4, I986 

Sept. I987 
Oct. I987 

Canceled ...................... Sept. I5, I988 

Impressions ......................... 559,20I * 

Maximum PNCs ................ 10,065,645 

Earliest Known Use ... Aug. 29, I986t 

Used on Cover ............. $ IO.OO c::=J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of I,l18,403 impressions 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................. $ 7.50 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.75 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.00 c::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

7L (PS 11) ..................... N. A. c::=J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 11.00 c::=J 
2L (PS6) ...................... 30.00 c::=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.00 c::=J 

for 468 stamps per "sheet." Paper Type I 

t The American First Day Cover Rolls of 3,000 

Society (AFDCS) declined opinions 

and, therefore, did not issue certificates 
of authenticity for House of Farnam 
covers with genuine August 29, 1986, 
cancelations. 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.70 $ 3.80 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.10 c::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

10L (PS14) .................. 11.00 c::=J 
9L(PS13) ...................... 8.00 c::=J 
8L (PS12) .................... 18.00 c::=J 
7L (PS 11) ...................... 6.50 c::=J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 11.50 c::=J 
2L (PS6) ...................... 28.75 c::=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 4.10 c::=J 
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mint 

Single (PS 1) ................. $ 8.50 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.75 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.00 c::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel qaps: 

9L (PS13) .................... 24.00 c::=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 9.00 c::=J 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 precanceled 8.3¢ Ambulance 

stamps printed on the B press 

I T8.3(B)-2P 

Plate 2 178919-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 30, 1987 

To Press .......................... Nov. 3, 1987 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 15, 1988 

Impressions ......................... 204,600* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3,682,800 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 4, 1988 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::=J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 409,200 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 4.70 $4.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

8L (PS 12) ...................... 6.50 c::::::::J 
7L (PS 11) .................... 10.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 5.25 c::::::::J 



8.4¢ Wheel Chair 

Designer ................ Christopher Calle 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Wheel Chair 1920s 
8.4USA 

Issue date ................ August 12, 1988 
Tucson, Arizona (VA Medical Center) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Prlnting process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) ........... sleeves I and 3 
C Press (90 I) ...................... sleeve 2 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C Press .. .. .. .. .. . 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press ...... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
C Press ...... 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink colors: 
Maroon and red (precancel only) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 500) ............... P955 
C Press (roll of 500) ................ 955P 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
B Press .................. August 31, 1991 
C Press ................. October 31, 1991 

The 8.4¢ Wheel Chair coil stamp was 
released on August 12, 1988, in Tuc
son, Arizona. It was the forty-third 
stamp issued in the Transportation Se
ries. The first-day-of-issue ceremony 
was held at the Veterans Administra
tion (VA) Medical Center, which 
serves as the central distribution point 
for philatelic material and information 
that is regularly sent to veterans inter
ested in stamp collecting. There are 
more than 170 VA medical facilities in 
the Unites States. 

The stamp features a 1928 wicker 
wheelchair produced by the Invacare 
Corporation of Elyria, Ohio. The 
wheelchair had two large front wheels 
and a single small wheel at the rear. It 
could be propelled by shoulder-level 
cranks that were attached by belts to the 
large front wheels. 

A paraplegic German watchmaker is 
credited with inventing the first self
propelled wheelchair in 1640. He 
created the wheelchair, which had three 
wheels, for his own use. Like the first 
wheelchair, the early versions that fol
lowed were cumbersome, expensive, 
and required great strength to operate. 
Wheelchair production in the United 
States was spurred by the increased 
need of the disabled veterans following 
the Civil War. Although the production 
and use of wheelchairs increased 
through the beginning of the 20th cen
tury, the wooden wheelchair remained 
heavy-weighing 75 to 90 pounds
and was still difficult to operate. This 
changed when Herbert A. Everest (a 
paraplegic) and his friend Harry C. 
Jennings Sr. (a mechanical engineer) 

Transportation Series Stamps, 8.4¢ 

designed a light-weight metal wheel
chair. Demand for their newly designed 
wheelchair increased, and they es
tablished a wheelchair manufacturing 
company in 1932. Since the 1930s, the 
light-weight metal design has continued 
to improve by incorporating the most
up-to date technologies to meet the 
specialized needs of wheelchair users. 
Today, the Department of Veteran Af
fairs and other organizations for the 
disabled are among the leaders in re
search and development of wheelchair 
improvements. 

The 8.4¢ Wheel Chair stamp was 
only issued as a precancel in 500- and 
3,000-stamp rolls. A vertical "Non
profit" service inscription appears in 
red at the lower-left side of the stamp. 
This service inscription serves as the 
precancel and indicates that the 8.4¢ 
denomination met the rate for nonprofit 
third-class bulk mail presorted to the 
first three digits of the 5-digit ZIP code. 
The 8.4¢ rate for this class of mail went 
into effect on April 3, 1988. The new 
rate marked a decrease from the pre
vious 8.5¢ rate, which was paid by the 
precanceled 8.5¢ Tow Truck coil 
stamp. The 8.4¢ rate continued through 
February 3, 1991, when the basic rate 
was increased to 11.1 ¢. The USPS 
permitted mailers to use the 8.4¢ Wheel 
Chair coil stamp as false franking for 
the increased rate through September 9, 
1991, with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. 

Production· of the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair 
coil stamp originally began on the Bu
reau of Engraving and Printing's B 
press (701), but production was later 
switched to the C press (901). The two 
presses use seamless, cylindrical print
ing sleeves of different dimensions, 
therefore, distinct sleeves were pro
duced for each of the presses. The B 
press sleeve has 936 coil stamp impres
sions ( 18 rows of 52 stamps around), 
and the C press sleeve has 864 coil 
stamp impressions ( 18 rows of 48 
stamps around). The same design was 
used to produce the printing sleeves for 
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the different presses, so the only differ
ence in the printing is the sleeve (plate) 
number and its frequency. Two sleeves 
were used to print 8.4¢ Wheel Chair 
coil stamps on the B press. Wheel 
Chair stamps printed on the B press 
show either a 1 or 3 as the sleeve num
ber that repeats every 52 stamps. All of 
the 8.4¢ Wheel Chair coil stamps pro
duced on the C press were printed from 
sleeve 2, which produces a repeating 
sleeve number every 48 stamps because 
of the circumference of the sleeve. 
Even though printing sleeves from the 
BEP's C press and D press (902) are 
interchangeable, there are no reports of 
8.4¢ Wheel Chair coil stamps having 
been printed on the D press. 

Although 8.4¢ Wheel Chair stamps 
printed on the C press were not avail
able until October 6, 1988, stamps 
showing sleeve number 2 exist on first 
day covers from several cachetmakers. 
These covers were produced by ca
chetmakers that were granted exten
sions of time to submit covers to the 
Philatelic Sales Division for cancella
tion. 

The B-press version of the 8.4¢ 
Wheel Chair coil stamp was removed 
from philatelic sale on August 31, 
1991, and the C-press version was re
moved on October 31, 1991. 

Coil wrapper label printed in pale 
blue from a roll of 500 8.4¢ Wheel 

Chair stamps. 

2-76 

Plate 1 (B Press) 180445-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... June 22, 1988 

To Presst ....................... July 13, 1988 
Oct. 20, 1988 
Dec. 16, 1988 

Mar. 1, 1989 

Canceled ....................... June 21, 1989 

Impressions ......................... 803,500* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 14,463,000 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 13, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

t The USPS Plate Activity Report 
erroneously reports a "To Press" date of 
December 19, 1990, for B-press sleeve 
180455-1, which had been canceled in 
June 1989. The December 19, 1990"To 
Press" date may have been for sleeve 2 
(I 80790-2) or sleeve 3 (I 83931-3). 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,607,000 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.80 $ 2.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.60 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A color variety exists in which 
the service inscription appears brown 
instead of the normal red color. (An 
estimated value of a PS5 showing this 
variety is not currently available.) 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $4.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 3,500.00 CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

T8.4-2P ~I 
Plate 2 (C Press) 180790-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 
Assigned ...................... Aug. 18, 1988 

To Press ........................ Aug. 25, 1988 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 24, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 286,250* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,152,500 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 6, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 CJ 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 572,500 impressions 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type IIIb 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.95 $2.00 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.40 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2. 70 

Imperforate (PS6)t .... 4,500.00 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Only two imperforate strips have 
been reported. 



Paper Type Illn 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

~ Single (PS 1) .................. $ 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

~ Paper Type III 

Roll size unknown 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6. 75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 c::::::::J 

~ Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T8.4-3P 

Plate 3 (B Press) 183931-3 

~ Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 11/b) 

Assigned ........................ Aug. 2, 1989 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................. N. A.* 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 
~ Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 29, 1990 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 c::::::::J 
~ * The BEP has not reported the 

cancellation or total impressions for this e printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 10.50 $ 15.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 18.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 19.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 8.4¢ 

~ 3000 4 § 8m4$ 0 
V) 

STAMPS 
~ NONPROFIT 

$252.00 
©USPS 1988 

PRECANCEU.EO 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 8.4¢ Wheel Chair stamps 
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8.5¢ Tow Truck 

Designer ................. William H. Bond 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ................. Michael J. Ryan 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ............... January 24, 1987 
Tucson, Arizona (ARIPEX '87) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
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Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: .................. Greenish-gray 
and red (overprint only) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 0756 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P756 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Tagged .............. December 31, 1988 
Precanceled .......... October 31, 1988 

The 8.5¢ Tow Truck coil stamp was . 
issued at the ARIPEX '87 philatelic 
exhibition in Tucson, Arizona, on Jan
uary 24, 1987. It was the first stamp 
issued in the new year, and the thirty
first stamp added to the Transportation 
Series. This issue marked the first time 
that the USPS inclt~ded both the tagged 
collector version and the precanceled 
version of a new issue in the first-day 
ceremony program. The release of this 
stamp also marked the first time that 
collectors were permitted to legally use 
the precanceled version of the new issue 
on first-day covers, where the pre
canceled stamps counted toward the re
quired first-class postage. 

The tow truck shown on the stamp 
does not represent an actual truck from 
the 1920s. Instead, it depicts a typical 
tow truck from the period, which was 
modeled from photographs of several 
tow trucks. The rear view of the truck 
highlights the prominent, hand
operated crane that was used to elevate 
one end of a disabled vehicle so that it 
could be towed. 

Like the 5.5¢ Star Route Truck and 
17¢ Dog Sled coil stamps, the 8.5¢ Tow 
Truck coil traveled an unusual course to 
its eventual denomination, date of issue, 

and first-day location. The USPS orig
inally announced the Tow Truck design 
in a March 19, 1986 news release as 
having an 8.7¢ denomination-which 
met the current nonprofit third-class 
bulk mail rate, but no issue date or 
first-day city information was pro
vided. On April 20, 1986, the rate was 
reduced to 8.5¢ because of Congress' 
realignment of the "revenue foregone" 
funding that reimburses the USPS for 
revenue losses in handling nonprofit 
mail. This prompted a May 13, 1986 
news release that announced a change 
in the denomination to 8.5¢, and listed 
the date of issue as October 5, 1986, in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. This information 
was later canceled by a June 4, 1986 
news release that said the stamp was 
"deferred indefinitely." By the end of 
the year, when the USPS was certain 
that the rates were stable through the 
following fiscal year, the actual release 
date and city were finally announced. 

The 8.5¢ Tow Truck coil stamp was 
produced in tagged and precanceled 
versions. The tagged version met no 
postal need, and was only issued in rolls 
of 500 stamps to satisfy collectors' 
needs. The precanceled version was 
produced in 500- and 3,000-stamp 
rolls. It was issued to meet the 8.5¢ rate 
for nonprofit third-class bulk mail pre
sorted to the first three digits of the 5-
digit ZIP code. This rate went into ef
fect on April 20, 1986. Prior to the re
lease of the precanceled 8.5¢ Tow 
Truck stamp, the precanceled 6¢ Tri
cycle coil stamp was permitted as false 
franking for this rate, with the differ
ence paid at the time of mailing. The 
8.5¢ nonprofit rate continued until 
April 3, 1988, when it was reduced to 
8.4¢. Following the reduction in the 
rate and continuing until October 9, 
1988, the USPS authorized mailers to 
use the precanceled 8.5¢ Tow Truck 
stamp as false franking with a refund 
for the over-payment. By the end of the 
false-franking period, the 8.4¢ Wheel 
Chair coil stamp was issued to meet the 
new rate. 



Although the USPS had modified its 
design policy in late 1985 to including 
a stamp's precancel (service in
scription) within the design of the 
stamp, the Tow Truck stamp received 
an overprinted precancel. This oc
curred because the basic design of the 
stamp had been completed prior to the 
policy change, and the design left no 
room to add the required service in
scription. To apply the precancel, a 
468-subject flexographic plate was used 
on the B press station that normally ap
plies phospored taggant. 

the precancel consisted of a two-line 
"Nonprofit I Org." service inscription 
overprint without the typical parallel 
bars that were used in previous pre
cancel overprints. The overprint was 
printed in red ink. Red was selected for 
the color of the precancel instead of the 
typical black ink so that the overprint 
would be distinctive from the grayish 
color of the stamp. In the past, the Bu
reau of Engraving and Printing had ap
plied red overprints to revenue stamps, 
but this was the first United States 
postage stamp to have a red overprint. 

The precanceled version of the 8.5¢ 
Tow Truck coil stamp was removed 
from philatelic sale on October 31, 
1988, and the tagged version was re
moved two months later, on December 
31, 1988. 

Plate 1 (8.7¢) 176302-1 .a. 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 27, 1986 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled .......................... Jan. 9, 1987 
Impressions ................................ None 
Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

.a. Sleeve 176302-1 was first reported as 
being for an 8.7¢ stamp, but later was 
reported for an 8.5¢ stamp. It is likely 
that this sleeve was prepared for the 
Tow Truck design with an 8.7¢ de
nomination. 

Plate 2 (8.7¢) 176331-2 .a. 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 2, 1986 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 15, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

.a. Sleeve 176331-2 was first reported as 
being for an 8.7¢ stamp, but later was 
reported for an 8.5¢ stamp. It is likely 
that this sleeve was prepared for the 
Tow Truck design with an 8.7¢ de
nomination. 

I T8.5-1 

Plate 1 176697-I .a. 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... May 12, 1986 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 7, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

.a. The BEP produced two separate 
printing sleeves for the 8.5¢ Tow Truck 
coil stamp with the same suffix num
ber-sleeve 1. The PNCSG believes 
that the first sleeve I (176697-1) may 
have been intended as an intaglio, ser
vice-inscribed sleeve for the Tow Truck 
design. No stamps were produced from 
the first sleeve 1 ( 176697-1 ). 

Transportation Series Stamps, 8.5¢ 

Plate 1 177454-1 

Rollsof500 

Assigned ...................... Nov. 14, 1986 

To Press ...................... Oct. 28, 1987 .a. 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 15, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 71 ,250* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 338,461 t 
Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 3, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $3.50 c=J 

.a. This sleeve must have originally gone 
to press at an earlier date because the 
stamp was issued in January 1987. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 142,500 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 17,600,000 tagged 8.5¢ Tow 
Truck stamps were shipped through 
fiscal year 1989. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.70 $2.75 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.30 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PS l) .................. $ 4.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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I T8.5-1 p 

Plate 1 177454-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

~I 

See the production data for T8.5-l. 

To Press ...................... Oct. 28, 1987 .&. 

Maximum PNCs ............. 11 ,408,692t 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 8, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 c::::::::J 

.&. This sleeve must have originally 
gone to press at an earlier date because 
the stamp was issued in January 1987. 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 593,252,000 precanceled 
8.5¢ Tow Truck stamps were shipped 
through fiscal year 1989. 

Note: The overprinted precancel was 
printed in red ink using jlexographic 
mats. The precancel consists of a ser
vice inscription without the horizontal 
bars found on previous precancels. 
Precancel gaps exist at 13-stamp inter
vals where two jlexographic mats met. 
The gaps appear as a horizontal mis
alignment of the precancel text on ad
jacent stamps. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.15 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS 1 0) ...................... 8.50 c::::::::J 
5L (PS9) ........................ 7.25 c::::::::J 
4L (PS8) ........................ 8.50 c::::::::J 
1L (PS5) ...................... 14.50 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 7.25 c::::::::J 
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Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................... $ 4.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gap: 

5L (PS9) ........................ 7.25 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 4.20 c::::::::J 

I T8.5-2P 

Plate 2 179060-2 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ....................... Oct. 30, 1987 

To Press ........................ Nov. 17, 1987 

Canceled ........................ Dec. 4, 1987 

Impressions ......................... 21 0,250* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,784,500 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 21, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 420,500 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 7.50 $ 11.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gas: 

6L (PS 1 0) .................... 20.00 c::::::::J 
PSS not showing gap .. 13.00 c::::::::J 

Plate 3 179398-3 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Dec. 4, 1987 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 16, 1988 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

8.5q: 
..() 
0 

STAMPS ~ 
NON PROFIT ORG. :J> 

$255.00 '" ® USPS 1986 ~)). 
PRECANCELED 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 
8.5¢ Tow Truck stamps 



9.3¢ Mail Wagon 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ........... December 15, 1981 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801, 802,803, and 804) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color ....................... Carmine rose 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................ 0739 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ........ P739 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 30, 1985 

The 9.3¢ Mail Wagon coil stamp was 
issued on December 15, 1981, in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. It was the 
fourth distinctive design released in 
the Transportation Series. 

The stamp pictures a side view of an 
early 1880s mail wagon, typical of the 
wagons used during the early period of 
rural free delivery (RFD). The pen
and-ink drawing that was used as the 
basis for this design was rendered from 
a picture that appeared in The Hub 
magazine published in May, 1880. The 
oval area that is on the side of the wag
on, in reality, would have contained art 
work, but no proper reference material 
could be located. 

The precanceled version of this 
stamp was overprinted with two hor
izontal bars for use by bulk mailers 
holding precancel permits. The 9.3¢ 
denomination met the third-class, five
digit ZIP code sort bulk mail postage 
rates that became effective on No
vember I, 1981. This rate was in effect 
until it was increased to 10.1¢ on Feb
ruary 17, 1983. Until June 16, 1985, 
the Postal Service authorized the false
franking use of the precanceled 9.3¢ 
Mail Wagon stamp to meet the in
creased rate, with the additional post
age paid by the sender at the time of 
mailing. 

A tagged philatelic version of this 

Transportation Series Stamps, 9.3¢ 

stamp was also issued for stamp col
lectors without the horizontal precancel 
bars. 

The 9.3¢ Mail wagon was produced 
in the following two distinctive color 
shades: carmine rose (on the pre
canceled and tagged versions from all 
plates) and brownish rose (on the pre
canceled and tagged versions from 
plates 3 and 4). The precanceled bars 
also exist in thick and thin varieties. 

A constant precancel mat variety, 
known as a "hash mark," appears on 
some rolls from plates 5 and 6. The 
"hash mark" is a short vertical line 
(1.5mm tall and 0.5mm wide) that ap
pears at 24-stamp intervals, 2.0mm be
low the bottom bar of the precancel, and 
six stamps from the left or right of the 
precancel gap. The reason for these 
"hash marks" is unknown, but they also 
appear on some rolls of the precanceled 
5.2¢ Sleigh (plates 3, 4, 5, and 6) and 
the precanceled 8.3¢ Ambulance (plates 
I and 2), which also were produced on 
the Cottrell presses. 

The tagged and precanceled versions 
of the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon were removed 
from philatelic sale on June 30, 1985. 

The coil wrapper labels from the 
earlier production runs of the 9.3¢ 
Mail Wagon were printed from steel 
dies in brown ink. This type of label 
design is referred to as an "Arch" 
because the words UNITED STATES 
POSTAGE form an arch at the top of 
the design. 
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I L...-T_9._3-_1 ___ ~____.c I I T9.3-1 P [iDC] I I T9.3-2 [iDC]I 

Plate 1 39928-I 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned .................... Oct. 10, 1981.6. 

Certified ......................... Nov. 2, 1981 

To Press .......................... Nov. 4, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 16, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 204,620 

Maximum PNCs ............... 3,683,160* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 23, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c:=J 
* This number is based on the com
bined impressions for tagged and pre
canceled stamps from this plate. 

.A. This date was estimated by PNCSG. 

used mint 

Single(PSI) .. $8.10 $8.25 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.75 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A constant gripper crack, known 
as the "Weeping W," appears on some 
of the numbered stamps (position 1 L) of 
the tagged 9.3¢ Mail Wagon from plate 
1. The crack, which is usually faint, 
runs from the left leg of the "W" to the 
top of the "9. " A tagged PS5 showing 
this variety has an estimated value of 
$28.75. This variety also exists on 
precanceled examples from this plate. 

""'""""'"~" ' ,__ ~-='»% 

-~'A +"'""'-<O«v<""~0+c>""-NH-'K< 'C(~--'"'*'~ 

......-...... 
'Weeping W' gripper crack on the 

numbered stamp from plate 1 
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Plate 1 39928-I 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4L, 3L, 4R, and 5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [2L, 4112R, and 5R]) 

Roll size unknown for: 
(Paper Type I [ IL]*) 

See the production data for T9.3-1. 

To Press ........................ Nov. 20, 1981 

Dec. I, 1981 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 8, 1983 

Used on Cover ............. $ 35.0 c:=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 15.00 $ 16.00 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 16.50 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 17.50 c:=J 
Imperforate (PS6)t .... 1,850.00 c:=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 110.00 c:=J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 23.00 c:=J 
2L (PS6) ...................... 22.50 c:=J 
1 L * .............................. not reported 

4R (PS9) ................. ~ ... 18.50 c:=J 
4lhR (PSIO) ................. N. A. c:=J 
5R (PS 1 0) ................... 18.50 c:=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 20.00 c:=J 

t The gap location is unknown. 

* A used single from Plate 2 showing 
a I L precancel gap has been reported. 
It is not known whether the IL pre
cancel gap was produced from the pair
ing of plates I and 2 or plates 2 and 4. 

Note: The "Weeping W" plate crack 
appears on some of the numbered 
stamps (position 1 L) from plate 1 of the 
precanceled 9.3¢ Mail Wagon. See the 
note and illustration below T9.3-1. A 
plate-numbered strip showing this va
riety commands an estimated $15.00 
premium. This variety also exists on 
tagged examples from this plate. 

Plate 2 39929-2 

Paired with Plate 1 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... Oct. 10, 1981 

To Press .......................... Nov. 4, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 810,620 

Maximum PNCs ............. 14,591,160* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 18, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c:=J 

* This number is based on the com
bined impressions for tagged and pre
canceled stamps from this plate. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 8.10 $ 8.25 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.75 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A constant plate flaw, which 
curves downfrom the base of the "M" 
to the side of the "U, " appears at the 
1 R position on some strips from plate 
2 of the tagged 9.3¢ Mail Wagon. This 
plate variety is usually very faint. A 
tagged PS5 showing this variety has an 
estimated value of $17.50. This variety 
also exists on precanceled examples 
from this plate. 

A constant plate flaw appears at 
the 1 R position of some strips 

from plate 2. 
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I T9.3-2P 

Plate 2 39929-2 

Paired with Plate I in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4L, 3L, 4R, and 5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [2L, 4'12R, and 5R]) 

Size unknown 
(Paper Type I [ lL *]) 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R] and 

Paper Type II [3L]) 

Roll size unknown for: 
(Paper Type I [2L and I L *]) 

See the production data for T9.3-2. 

To Press .. (with Plate 1) Nov. 20, 1981 
(with Plate I) Dec. 1, 1981 
(with Plate 4) Oct. 14, 1983 
(with Plate 4) Nov. 15, 1983 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 35.00 c::::::::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 15.00 $ 16.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 16.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 17.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6)t .... 1,850.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 110.00 c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 23.00 c::::::::J 
2L (PS6) ...................... 22.50 c::::::::J 
1 L * ............................... N. A. c::::::::J 
4R (PS9) ..................... 18.50 c::::::::J 
4'hR (PSIO) ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
5R (PS 10) ................... 18.50 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 20.00 c::::::::J 

t The precancel gap location Is un
known. 

* A used single showing a I L precancel 
gap was found in 1985. Mint examples 
have not been reported. It is not known 

whether the IL precancel gap was pro
duced from the pairing of plates I and 
2 or plates 2 and 4. 

Note: A constant plate crack, which 
curves downfrom the base of the "M" 
to the side of the "U, " appears at the 
1 R position on some strips from plate 
2 of the precanceled 9.3¢ Mail Wagon. 
This plate variety is usually very faint. 
See the illustration under T9.3-2. A 
plate-numbered strip showing this va
riety commands an estimated $18.50 
premium. This variety also exists on 
tagged examples from this plate. 

Paper Type lla 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .............. $ lJ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 115.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 120.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

3L (PS7) .................... 125.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap 120.00 c::::::::J 

I T9.3-3 

Plate 3 40014-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Certifiedt ..................... Nov. 19, 1981 

To Press ......................... Jan. 20, 1982 

Canceled ....................... Oct. 20, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 418,696 

Maximum PNCs ............... 7,536,528* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 13, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 c::::::::J 

t This date is not in agreement with the 
"Assigned" date for plate 4. One of 
these dates must be incorrect. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 9.3¢ 

* This total is based on the combined 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps from this plate. 

used mint 

Single(PSl) $23.00 $24.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 24.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 40.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: Faint gripper cracks exist on 
some tagged rolls from plate 3 of the 
9.3¢ Mail Wagon at the 1L position. 
The bottom half of the illustration below 
this note shows the lower portion of the 
gripper cracks that extend upward from 
the "g" in "Wagon." This portion of 
the crack is referred to as the "Smoking 
g" variety. The top half of the illustra
tion shows the "Smoking g continua
tion," in which the crack extends up
ward through the plate number. A PS5 
showing either portion of this crack 
commands an estimated $25.00 pre
mium. A perfectly matched set, one 
comprised of two strips that were joined 
in the uncut web, commands an es
timated $100.00 premium. This variety 
also exists on precanceled examples 
from this plate. 

"Smoking g" (bottom) and 
"Smoking g continuation" (top) 

gripper cracks at the 1 L position of 
some strips from plate 3. 
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I T9.3-3P 

Plate 3 40014-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

500 

~I 

(Paper Type I [5L, 4L, LN, IR, and 2R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4L, LN, and 11!2R]) 

Roll size unknown for: 
(Paper Type I [6U6R and l!2Rl) 

See the production data for T9.3-3. 

To Press ......................... Jan. 20, 1982 

Feb. 15, 1982 
May 3, 1982 

Oct. 12, 1982 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 35.00 Cl 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 16.00 $ 17.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 29.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 34.00 CJ 
Imperforate [Gap 6L]* .... N. A. CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS10) .................. 350.00 CJ 
5L (PS9) ....................... N. A. CJ 
4L (PS8) ...................... 92.00 CJ 
LG (PS5) ..................... 32.50 CJ 
lhR (PS5) ................. 125.00 CJ 
lR (PS6) ..................... 55.00 CJ 
11hR (PS7) .................. 95.00 CJ 
2R (PS7) ..................... 90.00 CJ 
6R (PS11) .................. 350.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 90.00 CJ 

* Only one imperforate precanceled 
strip has been reported for plate 3. 

Note: Faint gripper cracks exist on 
some precanceled rolls from plate 3 of 
the 9.3¢ Mail Wagon at the lL position. 
The bottom half of the illustration in the 
previous page shows the lower portion 
of the gripper cracks that extend up
ward from the "g" in "Wagon." This 
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portion of the crack is referred to as the 
"Smoking g" variety. The top half of 
the illustration shows the "Smoking g 
continuation, " in which the crack ex
tends upward through the plate number. 
A numbered strip showing either por
tion of this crack commands an es
timated $25.00 premium. A perfectly 
matched set, one comprised of two 
strips that were joined in the uncut web, 
commands an estimated $100.00 pre
mium. This variety also exists on 
tagged examples from this plate. 

I T9.3-4 

Plate 4 40015-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assignedt ...................... Dec. 4, 1981 

To Press ......................... Jan. 20, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 1,092,529 

Maximum PNCs ............. 19,665,522* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 13, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 CJ 

t This date is not in agreement with the 
"Certified" date for plate 3. One of 
these dates must be incorrect. 

* This total is based on the combined 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps from this plate. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) $ 21.00 $ 23.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 24.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 39.00 Cl 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T9.3-4P ~·I 
Plate 4 40015-4 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R]) 

(Paper Type lla [3L]) 

Size unknown 
(Paper Type I [2L and lL *]) 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

500 
(Paper Type I [5L, 4L, LN, I R, and 2R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4L, LN. and I I!2R]) 

Size unknown 
(Paper Type I [6U6R and l!2R]) 

Paired with Plate 8 in rolls 

500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I [2L]) 

See the production data for T9.3-4. 

To Press .. (with Plate 3) Jan. 20, 1982 
(withPlate3) Feb. 15, 1982 
(with Plate 3) May 3, 1982 
(withPlate3) Oct.l2, 1982 
(with Plate 2) Oct. 14, 1983 
(with Plate 2) Nov. 15, 1983 
(with Plate 8) Nov. 7, 1984.6. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 20, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $35.00 CJ 
* A used single from Plate 2 showing 
a 1 L precancel gap has been reported. 
It is not known whether the 1L pre
cancel gap was produced from the pair
ing of plates 1 and 2 or plates 2 and 4. 

.6. This date was not reported for plate 
4, but it is included here because this 
date was reported for plate 8, which was 

only paired with plate 4. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 11.50 $ 23.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 24.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 25.00 CJ 
Imperforate [6L]t ............ N. A. CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Only two damaged imperforate strips 
have been reported. 



Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS 10) .................. 350.00 c=J 
5L (PS9) ....................... N. A. c=J 
4L (PS8) ...................... 92.00 c=J 
2L (PS6) ...................... 43.00 c=J 
I L * .............................. not reported 

LG (PS5) ..................... 24.00 c=J 
lf2R (PS5) ................. 125.00 c=J 
I R (PS6) ..................... 53.00 c=J 
ll!zR (PS7) .................. 90.00 c=J 
2R (PS7) ..................... 85.00 c=J 
4R (PS8) ..................... 48.00 c=J 
6R (PS II) .................. 350.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 48.00 c=J 

* See the explanation(*) for T9.3-2P. 

Paper Type Ila 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .............. $ 113.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 115.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 120.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

3L (PS7) .................... 125.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap 120.00 c=J 

I T9.3-5 

Plate 5 40057-5 

Paired with Plate 6 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 19, 1982 

To Press ........................ May 10, 1982 
June 8, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, I986 

Impressions ......................... 703,677* 

Maximum PNCs ............. 12,666, I86* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 23, 1985 

Used on Cover ........... $ 240.00 c=J 

* This total is based on the combined 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 

stamps from this plate. 

used mint 

Single (PSI)$ 230.00 $235.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 250.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 300.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c=J 

Note: The centering on tagged 9.3¢ 
Mail Wagon stamps from plates 5 and 
6 is typically poor. The estimated 
prices that are shown in this catalog are 
for strips with VF centering. Prices for 
poorer grades should be considerably 
less. 

I T9.3-5P 

Plate 5 40057-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [5L, 3L, 2L, and 5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [6L, 3L, 2L, 3R, 5R, 
and 6R]) 

Size unknown (Paper Type I [4L, /L, 
IR, 2R, and4R]) 

Transportation Series Stamps, 9.3¢ 

To Press ......................... Jan. 10, 1983 
Feb. 1, 1983 
June 6, 1983 
Dec. 1, 1983 
Jan.25, 1984 
July 13, 1984 

Oct. 1984 
Nov. 1984 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 14, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 35.00 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.50 $2.80 0 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.60 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. D 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PSIO) .................. 350.00 D 
5L (PS9) ...................... 52.00 D 
4L (PS8)t .................. 250.00 D 
3L (PS7):j: ...................... 5.00 D 
2L (PS6) ........................ 4.00 D 
IL* ............................... N.A.CJ 

IR (PS6) ....................... N. A. D 
2R (PS7) ................... 350.00 D 
3R (PS8) ................... 350.00 c=J 
5R (PS 10) ..................... 4.50 c=J 
6R (PSll) .................. 350.00 D 
PS5 not showing gap .... 3.60 D 

* Only three used singles from plate 5 
showing a IL precancel gap have been 
reported. 

t All reported examples have only one 
stamp past the gap. 

:j: The "hash mark" precancel mat va
riety exists on some rolls of the 9.3¢ 
Mail Wagon with the precancel gap at 
3L. See the note and illustration on 
page 2-49 for more information and 
pricing. A PSI 0 showing this variety is 
estimated at $50.00. 
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I T9.3-6 

Plate 6 40058-6 

Paired with Plate 5 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 19, 1982 

To Press ........................ May 10, 1982 
June 8, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 703,677 

Maximum PNCs ............. 12,666,186* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 24, 1987 

Used on Cover ........... $ 240.00 CJ 

* This total is based on the combined 
impressions for tagged and precanceled 
stamps from this plate. 

used mint 

Single (PSI)$ 230.00 $235.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 250.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 300.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 

Note: The centering on tagged 9.3¢ 
Mail Wagon stamps from plates 5 and 
6 is typically poor. The estimated prices 
that are shown in this catalog are for 
strips with VF centering. Prices for 
poorer grades should be considerably 
less. 

2-86 

I T9.3-6P 

Plate 6 40058-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [5L, 3L, 2L, and 5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [ 3L, 2L, and 5R]) 

Roll size unknown for: 
(Paper Type I [6U6R, 4L, /L, IR, 2R, 

3R, and 4R]) 

See the production data for T9.3-6. 

To Press ......................... Jan. 10, 1983 
Feb. 1, 1983 
June 6, 1983 
Dec. l, 1983 
Jan.25, 1984 
July 13, 1984 

Oct. 1984 
Nov. 1984 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 6, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 35.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.50 $ 2.80 CJ 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ........... 3.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.60 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L(PS10) .................. 350.00 CJ 
5L (PS9) ...................... 52.00 CJ 
4L (PS8)t .................. 250.00 CJ 
3L (PS7):j: ...................... 5.00 CJ 
2L (PS6) ........................ 4.00 CJ 
lL* ............................... N.A. CJ 
lR (PS6) ....................... N. A. CJ 
2R (PS7) ................... 350.00 D 
3R (PS8) ................... 350.00 CJ 
5R (PS l 0) ..................... 4.50 CJ 
6R (PSI I) .................. 350.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 3.60 CJ 

* Only three used singles from plate 5 
showing a 1 L precancel gap have been 
reported. 

t All reported examples have only one 
stamp past the gap. 

:j: The "hash mark" precancel mat va
riety exists on some rolls of the 9.3¢ 
Mail Wagon with the precancel gap at 
3L. See the note and illustration on 
page 2-49 for more information and 
pricing. A PSI 0 showing this variety is 
estimated at $50.00. 

Plate 7 40220-7 

Never available 

Certified ....................... May 14, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

I T9.3-8P 

Plate 8 40221-8 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... May 14, 1982 

To Press .......................... Nov. 7, 1984 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 25, 1986 

Impressions ............................. 67,833 
Maximum PNCs ................. I ,220,994 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 31, 1987 

Used on Cover ........... $ 215.00 D 

used mint 

Single (PS l) $ 200.00 $ 21 0.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 212.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 215.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gap: 

2L (PS6) .................... 225.00 CJ 



10¢ Canal Boat 

Designer ...................... William Bond 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ........... Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Issue date .................... April II, 1987 
Buffalo, New York 

(Marine Midland Bank Auditorium) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) ...................... sleeve I 
C/D Press (9011902) ........... sleeve 2 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C/D Press ....... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press ...... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
C/D Press .. 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink color ..................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of I 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging types: 
Block tagging ...................... B Press 
Overall tagging .................... B Press 
Embedded phosphor ... B, C/D Press 

Roll sizes: 
100 and 3,000 ........... Block tagging 
500 and 3,000 ......... Overall tagging 
3,000 ............... Embedded phosphor 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 100) ............... 0743 
B Press (roll of 3,000) ............ 0740 
C Press (roll of 500) ................ 7739 
C Press (roll of 3,000) ............. 7740 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

The 10¢ Canal Boat was issued on 
April 11, 1987, in Buffalo, New York. 
The first-day ceremony was held at the 
Marine Midland Bank auditorium in 
conjunction with the ALPEX '87 stamp 
show. Buffalo was selected as a first
day city because it is located at the 
western terminus of the Erie Canal, one 
of the most notable man-made Amer
ican waterways in which canal boats 
were prominently used. Although the 
I 0¢ Canal Boat was the thirty-fourth 
stamp released in the Transportation 
Series, it was the first design in the se
ries to show a vehicle that traveled on 
water. 

The stamp shows the stem (rear) of 
a typical canal boat from the 1880s. 
Canal boats were low and wide vessels 
with flat bottoms, rounded bows, and 
blunt stems. This design allowed the 
boat to transport heavy loads through 
the shallow waters of the canals. The 
top of the boat's cabin, which was lo
cated at the stem, seldom rose more 
than 30 inches above the level of the 
deck. As shown on the stamp, the flat 
cabin roof could be covered with an 
awning to provided a shaded outdoor 
area. A table and chairs were typically 
placed in this area for the comfort of the 
passengers and the crew. 

Canal boats were pulled through the 
water by horses, donkeys, or mules that 
walked on towpaths that ran along the 
sides of canals. The animals were 
tethered to the boats with long ropes. 
This system allowed the canal boats to 
travel at a speed of only 4 mph. A rud-

Transportation Series Stamps, 10¢ 

On July 4, 1967, a stamp was 
issued to commemorate the 150th 

anniversary of the Erie Canal 
groundbreaking in Rome, NY. 

der at the stem of the boat was used for 
steering. 

Cost and comfort were the main rea
sons for the success of canal boats. 
Transporting freight by canal generally 
was cheaper than by overland routes. In 
1826, $4 a day would pay for renting a 
25-ton canal boat, and hiring a boat 
captain, a mule (with feed), and a mule 
driver. The standard freight charge on 
the Erie Canal, which ran for 363 miles 
between the Hudson River and the 
Great Lakes, was 3¢ per ton per mile. 
Although stagecoaches were faster, 
many travelers preferred the relative 
comfort and slow pace of a canal boat. 

Canals and canal boats remained an 
important means of American trans
portation until railroads were built 
across the Appalachian Mountains in 
the 1850s. 

The denomination of the Canal Boat 
coil stamp met the I 0¢ surcharge for an 
oversized first-class or single piece 
third-class letter or postcard that weighs 
one ounce or less. The Domestic Mail 
Manual (DMM) states that a first- or 
third-class letter or card requires a sur
charge if the item's length exceeds JJI/ 

2 inches, or if its height exceeds 61/8 

inches, or if its thickness is greater than 
1f4 inch. This surcharge has been im
posed because mail pieces that exceed 
the standard USPS dimensions can not 
be easily handled by the automatic pro
cessing equipment, and therefore, re
quire additional servicing. This sur
charge previously was 9¢ and was 
increased to 10¢ on February 17, 1985. 

The 10¢ Canal Boat stamps were in-
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itially printed on the BEP's B press 
(70 1) using sleeve 1. The B press 
printing sleeve has 936 subjects (52 
subjects around and 18 subjects across). 
The stamps from the initial printing 
have block tagging and dull gum, and 
the sleeve number repeats every 52 
stamps. The stamps were issued in 
100- and 3,000-stamp rolls. The tOO
stamp rolls were produced as a con
venience to collectors. This was the 
first stamp produced in accordance 
with a new USPS policy that a limited 
production run of tagged collector ver
sions of all coil stamps would be issued 
in rolls of 100 stamps. These small 
coils would only be available at phil
atelic counters, and would not be re-run 
if the initial supplies were exhausted. 
(This policy ended in early 1988 when 
the USPS decided that service
inscribed stamps would no longer be 
produced in tagged versions for col
lectors.) 

Canal Boat stamps from sleeve 1 
were later produced with overall tag
ging. Like the block tagged version of 
this stamp, the overall tagged Canal 
Boat stamps also have dull gum. 
However, the overall tagged stamps 
were only produced in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. The overall tagged 
stamps exhibit a stationary tagging 
break that repeats every 52 stamps. 

In 1993, the production of the 10¢ 
Canal Boat coil stamp was moved to the 
BEP's C (901) and/or D (902) press. 
The press change required the pro
duction of new printing sleeves. The 
C and D presses use interchangeable 
printing sleeves that have 864 coil sub~ 
jects (48 subjects around and I8 sub
jects across). Therefore, coil stamps 
printed on the C and D presses show a 
sleeve number that repeats every 48 
stamps. All of the I 0¢ Canal Boat 
stamps produced on the C and/or D 
press were printed on phosphored paper 
with shiny gum. To date, these stamps 
have only been found in coils of 3,000 
stamps. 
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T1 OCB-1 blk 

Plate 1 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) I774I9-I 

Rolls of 100 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ........................ Nov. 4, I986 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 13, 1993 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 13, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.10 $ 1.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... I.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.80 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error (PS5) ... 100.00 CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T1 OCB-1ot 

Plate 1 - Overall Tagging* 
(B Press) I774I9-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type llln) 

See the prodution data for T JOCB-1 blk. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 23, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 CJ 
* This variety has dull gum. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.30 $ 3.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 52 stamps): 

9R (PS14) ..................... 5.25 CJ 
lOR (PS 15) ................... 5.25 CJ 

I T1 OCB-1 phos 

Plate 1 - Embedded Phosphor* 
(B Press) 177419-1 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type EPG) 

See the prodution data for TJOCB-lblk. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 30, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $3.00 CJ 
* This variety has shiny gum. 

used mint 

Single(PS1) .. $2.10 $3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.70 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

lnoce-2 
Plate 2 - Embedded Phosphor 
(C/D Press) 192022-2 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type EPG) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ........................ Aug. 29, 1993 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.00 D 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.80 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.70 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



10¢ Tractor 
Trailer (Intaglio) 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date .................... May 25, 1991 
Secaucus, New Jers~y(NOJEX '91) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ C Press (90 1) 
or D Press (902) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: 
Green and gray (precancel only) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
on the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 .......................... 7909A 
Rolls of 3,000 .......................... N. A. 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 

The intaglio-printed version of the 
10¢ Tractor Trailer was the fifty
seventh design added to the Trans
portation Series. It was issued on May 
25, 1991, at NOJEX '91 in Secaucus, 
New Jersey, in a combined first-day 
ceremony with the intaglio-printed 
version of the 5¢ Canoe coil stamp. 

The design of the I 0¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamp shows a typical tractor trailer 
from the early 1930s. It was based on 
photographs, and combines some of the 
most common features from tractor 
trailers of the period. The design shows 
a tractor with the cab located behind the 
engine instead of above it, a divided 
engine hood, and a flat vertical wind
shield. The trailer on the stamp has 
panel-type construction with doors on 
the sides. 

The stamp's design also includes an 
engraved service inscription that reads 
"Additional Presort I Postage Paid." 
The USPS considers the engraved ser
vice inscription a precancel. 

The I 0¢ Tractor Trailer stamp was 
produced by the BEP in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. It was issued to ac
commodate the various rates for pre
sorted third- and first-class mail created 
by the February 3, 1991, rate change. 
Instead of issuing stamps bearing the 
different denominations of the new 
presort rates, the USPS issued a single 
10¢ stamp to cover all of the rates. 
Bulk mailers were to use the 10¢ Trac
tor Trailer coil as false franking and pay 
the difference between the 10¢ de
nomination of the stamp and the actual 
per-piece rate at the time of mailing, 
which was determined by the class of 
mail, degree of so~ing, and mailing lo
cation. The additional postage paid for 
the entire mailing would be recorded on 
a meter strip and affixed to the mailer's 
post office form. This type of false 
franking has been authorized by the 
USPS for years, but the 5¢ Canoe and 
the I 0¢ Tractor Trailer were the first 
stamps issued with an inscription not
ing that additional postage had been 
paid. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 10¢ 

Several months after the release of 
the 5¢ Canoe and 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamps, the Mail Advertising Service 
Association International (MASA) 
complained to the USPS that the false
franking program, which used the new 
low-denomination stamps, was not 
meeting the bulk mailers' needs. 
MASA argued that the low
denomination stamps reinforced the 
public's impression that presorted and 
bulk rate mailings were handled at ex
treme discounts from the first-class rate. 
MASA's claim was most strongly sup
ported by the disparity between the 10¢ 
denomination on the Tractor Trailer 
stamp and the 23¢ rate for presorted 
first-class mail on which it could be 
used. 

In addition to the problems generated 
by the Tractor Trailer's low de
nomination, the stamp created other 
hardships for the mass mailers. Be
cause the I 0¢ Tractor Trailer stamp did 
not include a service endorsement along 
with the "Additional Presort Postage 
Paid" inscription, mailers were required 
to endorse each piece of mail franked 
with the stamp to ensure proper han
dling by the Postal Service. 

The endorsement problem was first 
addressed by the USPS in the August 
22, 1991, edition of the Postal Bulletin, 
which stated that, as a temporary solu
tion, mailers could print a First-Class 
endorsement directly on the stamp. A 
later USPS notice regarding the han
dling of non-endorsed mail stated that 
in addition to using various de
nominations of precanceled stamps, 
"customers may precancel other de
nominations of stamps for that pur
pose." These announcements implied 
that mailers were permitted to mark 
their own stamps with whatever service 
designation was required. It appears 
that few mailers chose to overprint the 
endorsement directly on the stamp, but 
the 10¢ Tractor Trailer has been found 
with "First Class," "BULK RATE," and 
"Bulk Rate" overprints. These over
prints were first reported on mass mail-
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ing from American Express and 
AT&T. 

To overcome the mailers' over
whelming dissatisfaction with the 10¢ 
Tractor Trailer, the USPS quickly re
issued the 11 ¢ Caboose coil stamp on 
September 25, 1991, and issued a new 
23¢ Flag coil stamp on September 27, 
1991. The 11 ¢ Caboose design from 
1984 was re-used because it already 
included a "Bulk Rate" service in
scription, and therefore, did not require 
an additional overprint. (See page 2-
105 for more information about the re
issued 11¢ Caboose.) The new 23¢ 
Flag was a makeshift design that in
corporated the flag from the gravure
printed version of the 29¢ Flag over 
Mount Rushmore coil and a graphic 
element with the words "Presorted 
First-Class" and "USA 23." (This 
stamp is discussed in detail on page 1-
22 ) However, the USPS did not con
sider the new stamps as replacements 
for the Tractor Trailer. Therefore, the 
10¢ Tractor Trailer stamp remained in 
production-although at that time, the 
USPS canceled Stamp Venturers' pro
duction of a gravure-printed version of 
the 10¢ Tractor Trailer in rolls of 
10,000 stamps. 

In December, 1991, a (10¢) non
denominated, false-franking bulk rate 
stamp with an Eagle and Sheild design 
was issued (see page 3-7). In practice, 
the Eagle and Shield stamp replaced · 

much of the Tractor Trailer's usage. 
But, seemingly without logic, a gra
vure-printed version of the failed 10¢ 
Tractor Trailer stamp was later issued 
on May 25, 1994. Like the intaglio
printed version, it was also printed by 
the BEP in rolls of 500 and 3,000 
stamps. (For more information about 
the gravure-printed 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamp, see page 2-91.) 

I T10TT-1 

Plate 1 188183-1 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type ll/n) 

Assigned ....................... Mar. 11, 1991 

To Press ........................... Apr. 4, 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 4, 1991 
Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 [=:J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.40 $ 1.50 [=:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.70 [=:J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.00 [=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,500.00 [=:J 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tractor Trailer 
Addi&llma.J. Presort 1930s 
~l'ald 

<-; ~ 

Coil wrapper lapel from a roll of 
500 intaglio-printed 10¢ Tractor 

Trailer stamps. 

These four used singles show some of the different types of privately-applied, service-indicator 
overprints that were used by mailers. These overprints were authorized by the USPS to ensure proper 
handling of mail that was franked with 10¢ Tractor Trailer stamps. All of the above overprints were 
applied in pale red ink. No mint plate strips have been reported with overprints. 
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10¢ Tractor 
Trailer (Gravure) 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Art Director ............. Joseph Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Tractor Trailer 
Additional Presort 1930s 
Postage Paid 

Issue date .................... May 25, 1994 
Secaucus, New Jersey 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......................... Andreotti (601) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 24 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ......................... Green and 
gray (precancel only) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
on the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 ............................. N. A. 
Rolls of 3,000 ........................ 57910 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 

In 1991, the USPS canceled Stamp 
Venturers' contract to produce a gra
vure-printed version of the I 0¢ Tractor 
Trailer in rolls of I 0,000 stamps. The 
USPS made this decision after mailers 
complained about significant dif
ficulties in using the original I 0¢ Trac
tor Trailer stamp. (For more in
formation about the original, intaglio
printed Tractor Trailer stamp, see page 
2-88.) In 1994, after a radical change in 
the people and structure of the USPS 
management, the USPS-seemingly 
without logic-issued a gravure
printed version of the failed I 0¢ Tractor 
Trailer coil stamp. The stamp was re
leased on May 25, 1994, in Secaucus, 
New Jersey, the same city where the 
intaglio-printed version of this stamp 
was issued exactly three years earlier. 
The USPS' decision to issue the stamp 
on Wednesday, May 25, was unusual in 
that it preceded the start of NOJEX, the 
Northern New Jersey Philatelic Ex
position, by three days. Surprisingly, 
the coordinators of this annual exhibi
tion and bourse, which has successfully 
hosted first-day ceremonies for several 
US stamps in previous years, were not 
even contacted by the Postal Service to 
discuss the possibility of hosting a 
first-day ceremony for the new Tractor 
Trailer stamp. 

Like the intaglio-printed version, the 
new I 0¢ Tractor Trailer stamp was 
produced by the BEP in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. Production was most 
likely changed to the BEP's Andreotti 
press (601) because of higher-priority 
production demands on the BEP's in
taglio presses. Because production of 
the I 0¢ Tractor Trailer stamp was 
transferred from intaglio to gravure 
printing, the gravure-printed version of 
the stamp becomes the sixty-first 
stamp added to the Transportation Se
ries. 

The new I 0¢ Tractor Trailer stamp 
shows a typical tractor trailer from the 
early 1930s. The design is the same one 
that was used for the previously re
leased intaglio version, except it is now 

Transportation Series Stamps, 

printed in small dots of ink as opposed 
to the line-engraved image of the orig
inal. 

Other significant differences between 
the two printings of the I 0¢ Tractor 
Trailer stamp are found in the cylinder 
combination and the sleeve number. 
The new gravure-printed version has a 
two-digit cylinder combination, which 
is comprised of a single-digit from each 
of the two gravure cylinders (one for 
green ink and one for gray ink) used to 
print the bi-colored image. The two
digit cylinder combination repeats at a 
24-stamp interval. In comparison, the 
sleeve number of the original intaglio 
version is a single digit that repeats 
every 48 stamps. 

The stamp's design includes the same 
"Additional Presort I Postage Paid" in
scription that appeared on the original 
intaglio version of the I 0¢ Tractor 
Trailer. This was surprising because 
one of the problems with the original 
Tractor Trailer stamp was that it did not 
include a service designation along with 
the "Additional Presort Postage Paid" 
inscription. The lack of a service in
dicator on the original stamp required 
mailers to endorse each piece of mail 
franked with the stamp to ensure proper 
handling by the Postal Service. This 
type of service inscription was still re
quired if the gravure-printed Tractor 
Trailer stamp was used. 

According to USPS officials, the new 
version of the stamp was issued to re
plenish depleted stocks of the original 
Tractor Trailer stamp. The new supply 
allows the USPS to continue to offer an 
alternative coil stamp design for use on 
first-class presort mailings (instead of 
the 23¢ USA First-Class Presort coil 
stamp) and third-class presort mailings 
(instead of the Bulk Rate Eagle and 
Shield coil stamp). 

The new stamp meets the same postal 
function as the previously-issued 10¢ 
Tractor Trailer stamp, which was issued 
to accommodate the various rates for 
presorted third- and first-class mail 
created by the February 3, 1991, rate 
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change. Bulk mailers could use the I 0¢ 
Tractor Trailer coil as false franking 
and pay the difference between the I 0¢ 
denomination of the stamp and the ac

tual per-piece rate at the time of mail

ing, which was determined by the class 

of mail and the degree of sorting. 

Although the 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamp was seldom used, the BEP re

ceived a relatively large initial printing 
order from the USPS. As a result, two 
cylinder combinations (II and 22) were 
available when the stamp first went on 

sale. 

I.___T_10_T_T-_11 __ ~___.c I I T10TT·22 [iOC]I 

Cylinder combination 11 Cylinder combination 22 
Green .................. ??????-I Green .................. ??????-2 

Gray .................... ??????-I Gray .................... ??????-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c:::=J Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c:::=J 

used mint used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ I.45 $ 1.85 c:::=J Single (PSI) .. $ 1.35 $ 1.75 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.00 c:::=J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.90 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.30 c:::=J Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.20 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 

· oy a Williamsburg 
as little as $991 

2-92 

o4ttM ??llackt::C. off 
f!l(_ii.J6nrlell OJI~y 

$'t:kjon, 0f~ 08817-2020 

lllmlultluluoolllooolool.llltomltlllmllmtltloloull 

This commercial cover bearing a gravure-printed 10¢ Tractor Trailer was received in October 1994. 
The plate number is unknown. (By request, portions of the address were graphically removed from the 
illustration.) 



10.1¢ Oil Wagon 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler ...................................... none 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 

Oil Wagonl890s 
lQlUSA 

Tagged 

Oi1 Wagon1890s 
lQlUSA 

Precanceled (Black overprint) 

Issue dates: 

BEP 

Tagged ...................... April 18, 1985 
Oil Center, New Mexico 

(no ceremony) 
Precanceled ....... Nationwide release 

soon after April 18, 1985 
(no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (701) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ............................ Slate blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 0790 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P790 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Tagged .............. December 31, 1988 
Precanceled .......... October 31, 1988 

The I 0.1 ¢ Oil Wagon coil stamp was 
the seventeenth stamp released in the 
Transportation Series. It was jointly 
issued with the 12.5¢ Pushcart coil 
stamp on April 18, 1985, in Oil Center, 
New Mexico. The USPS selected Oil 
Center-a small town about 20 miles 
southwest of Hobbs, New Mexico-as 
the first-day city because the town's 
name had an obvious relationship with 
the subject of the new 10.1¢ stamp. 

The I 0.1 ¢ stamp shows a side view 
of a typical oil wagon from the 1890s. 
This type of vehicle was used in towns 
and rural areas to deliver fuel for home 
heating, cooking, and lantern lighting. 
An oil wagon was basically a large tank 
mounted on a wagon chassis, which 
was pulled by two or more horses. The 
tanks were often marked on the sides 
with "Oil," "Coal Oil," or "Kerosene." 
Some oil wagons, as shown on the 
stamp, had a small canopy at the front 
of the wagon to provide the driver some 
protection from the weather. The de
sign for 10.1 ¢ Oil Wagon stamp was 
based on a model of an oil wagon in the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, 
DC. 

The 10.1¢ Oil Wagon coil stamp was 
produced in a tagged version and a 
precanceled version. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 10.1¢ 

500 
b1QQ1e R STAMPS 
~ BULK RATE ~ 
~ $50.50 I)) 

~;) USPS 1985 
PRECANCEL LEO 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 precanceled 10. 1¢ Oil Wagon 

stamps with the black 
"Bulk Rate" overprint. 

The tagged version of the 10.1¢ Oil 
Wagon stamp met no postal need. It 
was issued solely for stamp collectors in 
rolls of 500 stamps without the "Bulk 
Rate" overprint. 

The precanceled version was over
printed with a single-line "Bulk Rate" 
service indicator between two hor
izontal bars. It was produced in coils of 
500 and 3,000 stamps. The precanceled 
10.1 ¢ stamp paid the per-piece rate for 
third-class bulk mail presorted to five 
digit ZIP codes. The I 0.1 ¢ rate became 
effective on February 17, 1985, when it 
was increased from 9.3¢, which was 
paid by the precanceled 9.3¢ Mail 
Wagon coil stamp. The 10.1¢ rate 
continued until April 3, 1988, when the 
rate was increased to 13.2¢. The USPS 
permitted mailers to use I 0.1 ¢ Oil 
Wagon coil stamps with the black 
"Bulk Rate" overprint as false franking 
for the increased rate until October 9, 
1988, with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. By the time the false
franking privileges expired, the USPS 
had issued the 13.2¢ Coal Car coil to 
pay the new rate. 

The precanceled 10.1¢ Oil Wagon 
coil stamps with the black "Bulk Rate" 
overprint were removed from philatelic 
sale on October 31, 1988, but the tagged 
10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamps remained on 
sale until December 31, 1988. 

On June 27, 1988, the USPS re-issued 
the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon design with a red 
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"Bulk Rate I Carrier Route Sort" pre
cancel overprint. See page 2-96 for a 
description of the 10.1¢ stamp with the 
red overprint. 

1 no.1-1 
Plate 1 41258-I 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type II) 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 6, I985 

To Press ....................... Apr. 2, 1985 .& 

Canceled ........................ Aug. 5, 1987 

Impressions ...................... I,358,044* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 553,846t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. I5, I986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c=J 

.& This date is for the precanceled ver
sion. The Plate Activity Reports did not 
included a "To Press" date for the 
tagged version. 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,7I6,088 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." This total 
includes the production of tagged and 
precanceled stamps. 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 28,800,000 tagged I 0.1¢ Oil 
Wagon stamps were shipped before be
ing withdrawn from sale. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.50 $ 1.60 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

"Artillery Shell/" at position 3R 

Note: A constant plate flaw, known as 
"Artillery Shell/," exists at the 3R po
sition on some 10.1¢ Oil Wagon rolls 
from sleeve 1. This variety exists on 
the tagged and precanceled versions of 
this stamp. A tagged PS8 showing this 
variety has an estimated value of 
$17.50. A precanceled PS8 showing 
this variety has an estimated value of 
$10.00. 

A second plate flaw, known as "Ar
tillery Shell//, " appears at the 12L po
sition on some 10.1¢ Oil Wagon rolls 
from sleeve 1 . The "Artillery Shellll" 
flaw, which appears to have tail fins, is 
located above the right arm of the "W" 
in the inscription. This variety exists on 
the tagged and precanceled versions of 
this stamp. A tagged PS16 showing this 
variety has an estimated value of 
$17.50. A precanceled PS16 showing 
this variety has an estimated value of 
$8.50. 

1890s_. 

Number on top ..................... unknown "Flying Hyphen" at position 1 R 

2-94 

Note: A constant plate flaw, known as 
the "Flying Hyphen, " exists at the 1 R 
position on some 10.1¢ Oil Wagon rolls 
from sleeve 1 . This variety exists on 
the tagged and precanceled versions of 
this stamp. A tagged PS6 showing this 

variety has an estimated value of 
$13.75. A precanceled PS6 showing 
this variety has an estimated value of 
$8.50. 

ino.1-1P 
Plate 1 41258-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See the production data for T/0.1-1. 

To Press .......................... Apr. 2, 1985 
Apr. 11, 1985 

May 1986 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 29, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 

"Perched Parrot" at position 15R 

Note: A consistent plate flaw, known as 
the "Perched Parrot," exists at the 15R 
position on some precanceled 10.1¢ Oil 
Wagon rolls from sleeve 1 . A tagged 
PS20 showing this variety has an es
timated value of $15.00. 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.30 $2.40 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.70 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c=J 
Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



Precancel Gaps: 

3R (PS8) ...................... 11.50 D 
lOR (PSIS) .................. 11.00 D 
IIR (PSI6) .................... 8.00 D 
12R (PSI7) ................. 20.00 D 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 3.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 D 

np o 1ve S5) ............. 3.50 D St. ff (P 

Imperforate [13L]t .......... N. A. D 
Imperforate [3R] ........... 800.00 D 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

13L (PSI7) .................. 13.50 D 
2R (PS7) ····················· 10.50 D 
3R (PS8) ..................... 15.00 D 
4R (PS9) ....................... 6.90 D 
5R (PSIO) ................... 30.00 D 

,.. 13R (PSI8) ................. 13.50 D 
PS5 not showing gap .... 3.50 D 

t Only one imperforate plate strip with 
the precancel at position 13L has been 
reported. 

Paper Type lila 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 7.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

~ Precancel Gaps: 

13L (PS 17) .................. 13.50 c::::::::J 
13R (PS 18) ................. 13.50 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.25 c::::::::J 

I T1 0.1-2Pbk 

Plate 2 178808-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 8, 1987 

To Press ....................... Sept. 16, 1987 

Nov. 1987 

Mar. 1988 

Canceled ....................... Oct. 24, 1988 

Impressions ...................... I ,076,800* 

Maximum PNCs ............. 19,382,400t 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 7, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,153,600 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." This num

ber is the total impressions for the pro
duction of precanceled I 0.1¢ Oil Wag
on with the black "Bulk Rate" overprint 
combined with the total impressions for 
the red "Bulk Rate Carrier Route Sort" 
overprints. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 10.1¢ 

t This number includes the production 
of precanceled Oil Wagon stamps with 
the red "Bulk Rate Carrier Route Sort" 
overprint from sleeve 2 (TJO.J-2Pred). 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.50 $ 2.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.80 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.10 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

13L (PS 17) .................. 20.00 c::::::::J 
12L (PS 16) .................. 11.00 c::::::::J 
5L (PS9) ...................... 10.00 c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 30.00 c::::::::J 
IL (PS5) ....................... N. A. c::::::::J 
LG (PS5) ....................... 3.80 c::::::::J 
IR (PS6) ..................... 40.00 c::::::::J 
12R (PS 17) ................. 12.00 c::::::::J 
13R (PS 18) ................. 20.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 7.00 c::::::::J 

Coil wrap~er label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 10.1¢ Oil Wagon 
stamps wtth the black;:Ffulk Rate" service overprint. 
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10.1¢ Oil Wagon 
(Red overprint) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler ...................................... none 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Precanceled (Red overprint) 

Issue date .................... June 27, 1988 
Washington, DC 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ............................ Slate blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: ...... 500; 3,000; and 10,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 .............................. P903 

Withdrawn 
from sale date . December 31, 1988 
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On June 27, 1988, the USPS re
issued the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon design 
from 1985 with a new red "Bulk Rate I 
Carrier Route Sort" precancel over
print, which did not include the typical 
horizontal bars. The stamp was re
leased without a first-day-of-issue cer
emony, but the USPS acknowledged 
that the new overprint created a new 
stamp, and offered first-day cancella
tions from Washington, DC. This was 
the first time that the USPS had pub
licly announced the release of a new 
precancel overprint in advance, and the 
first time that a new precancel overprint 
was recognized with an official first
day cancellation. The re-issue of 10.1¢ 
Oil Wagon coil stamp with the red 
overprint made it the thirty-ninth 
stamp released in the Transportation 
Series. 

The design and color of the new 
stamp was the same as those used on 
the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamp issued in 
1985, which was issued in a tagged 
collector version and a precanceled 
version overprinted with a black "Bulk 
Rate" service indicator between two 
horizontal bars. (See page 2-93 for 
more information about the original 
10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamps.) The only 
modification to the original 10.1¢ Oil 
Wagon stamp was the precancel over
print. In fact, the printing sleeve used 
to print the base impression of the new 
Oil Wagon stamp showing sleeve 
number 2 also printed the base impres
sion of the original Oil Wagon stamps 
that were overprinted with the black 
"Bulk Rate" precancel. 

The new overprint was prompted by 
the April 3, 1988, increase of the per
piece rate for third-class mail presorted 
to the carrier route, which rose from 
8.3¢ to 10.1¢. On the same day, the 
per-piece rate for third-class bulk mail 
presorted to five digit ZIP codes, which 
was paid by the original Oil Wagon 
stamp with the black "Bulk Rate" 
overprint, was increased from 10.1 ¢ to 
13.2¢. The USPS took advantage of the 
coincidence of the new rate matching 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 precanceled 10.1¢ Oil Wagon 

stamps with the red "Bulk Rate 
Carrier Route Sort" overprint. 

the old 10.1 ¢ rate, and decided to use 
the existing Oil Wagon design with a 
new precancel overprint. 

The new precancel of the 10.1 ¢ Oil 
Wagon was the second exception to the 
1986 USPS policy of incorporating the 
precancel, or service inscription, into 
the design of the stamp where it would 
be printed in a different color from the 
vignette. (The first exception to this 
policy was the precanceled 8.5¢ Tow 
Truck issued in 1987, which also had a 
red overprint.) A new overprint was 
used on the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamp 
because the existing design did not have 
enough room to incorporate the new 
precancel. 

The new "Bulk Rate Carrier Route 
Sort" overprint was applied using two 
468-subject flexographic plates at the 
letterpress station of the BEP' s intaglio 
B press (701). This same method was 
also used to apply the black "Bulk 
Rate" overprint to the Oil Wagon 
stamp. In contrast to the previous black 
overprint, the new overprint consisted 
of a two-line text service designation 
without horizontal bars. The new 
overprint was printed in red ink and lo
cated in the white space above the vig
nette to make it more visible than the 
previous black overprint. 

When the two flexographic plates 
were placed on the press to print the 
overprint, there was typically a slight 
vertical misalignment of the overprint 



text where the edges of the plates met to 

form the cylindrical printing surface. 
This caused a vertical misalignment of 
the overprinted text on the stamps. The 

vertical misalignment of the overprint 

occurs at 26-stamp intervals, which re
lates to the width of the flexographic 

plates. In a manner similar to precancel 
gap collecting on Cottrell press issues, 
this misalignment of the overprinted 
text is collected by precancel specialists 
according to its location left or right of 

the perforations on the right side of the 

numbered stamp. 
The 10.1¢ Oil Wagon stamp with the 

red overprint was produced in rolls of 
500; 3,000; and 10,000 stamps. It was 
released when it was the USPS' policy 
not to issue tagged collector versions of 
precanceled stamps. However, the 

tagged non-precanceled version of the 

10.1¢ Oil Wagon was still available 

from its original release in April 1985. 
The 10.1¢ rate for third-class mail 

presorted to the carrier route continued 
through February 3, 1991, when the 
basic rate was increased to 13.1 ¢. The 
USPS permitted mailers to use the 
10.1¢ Oil Wagon coil stamp with the 

red overprint as false franking for the 

increased rate through September 9, 
1991, with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. 

The 10.1¢ Oil Wagon coil stamp with 

the red overprint were removed from 
philatelic sale on August 31, 1991. 

j T1 0.1-2Pred ~ ['00] I 

Plate 2 178808-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 8, 1987 

To Press .......................... June 1, 1988 
July 1988 

Oct. I, 1988 

Canceled ....................... Oct. 24, 1988 

Impressions ...................... 1 ,076,800* 

Maximum PNCs ............. I9,382,400t 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 22, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 CJ 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,153,600 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." This num

ber is the total impressions for the pro

duction of precanceled 1 O.I ¢ Oil Wag

on with the black "Bulk Rate" overprint 

combined with the total impressions for 
the red "Bulk Rate Carrier Route Sort" 
overprints. 

t This number includes the production 
of precanceled Oil Wagon stamps with 
the black "Bulk Rate" overprint from 
sleeve 2 (TJO.J-2Pbk). 

Note: The overprinted precancel was 
printed in red ink using flexographic 
mats. The precancel consists of a ser
vice inscription without the horizontal 
bars found on previous precancels. 
Precancel gaps exist at 26-stamp inter
vals where two flexographic mats met. 
The gaps appear as a horizontal mis
alignment of the precancel text on ad
jacent stamps. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 10.1¢ 

Precancel Gaps: 

IL (PS5) ...................... 18.00 CJ 
2R (PS7) ....................... N. A. CJ 
4R (PS9) ..................... 12.00 D 
5R (PSIO) .................... 11.00 CJ 
6R (PSII) ...................... 6.50 CJ 
7R (PS12) ..................... N. A. CJ 
8R (PS13) ..................... 9.50 CJ 
12R (PS17) ................. 12.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 6.50 D 

Paper Type Illb 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................. $ 10.50 D 
Stripofthree(PS3) ......... 10.75 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 11.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

4R (PS9) ..................... 12.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 11.00 D 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 5.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.25 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

Paper Type III 8R (PS 12) ................... 18.00 CJ 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 PS5 not showing gap .... 5.50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $ 2.IO CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.50 [=:J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.80 [=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. [=:J 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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ino.1-3P 
Plate 3 181104-3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Oct. 19, 1988 

To Press ........................ Nov. 18, 1988 
Dec. 21, 1988 

Jan.3, 1989 
Mar. 13, 1989 
Aug. 7, 1989 
Jan. 7, 1990 

Aug. 24, 1990 
Oct. 1990 
Dec. 1990 
Jan. 1991 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 28, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 [=::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation or total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Paper Type lllb 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.10 [=::J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.30 [=::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.50 [=::J 

Imperforate (PS6) ......... 230.00 [=::J 

Number on top ..................... unk~ 

Precancel Gaps: 

LG (PS5) ....................... 9.00 [=::J 

IR (PS6) ....................... 9.00 [=::J 

2R (PS7) ....................... 8.50 [=::J 

3R (PS8) ....................... N. A. [=::J 
4R (PS9) ....................... N. A. [=::J 

5R (PS 1 0) ..................... 8.50 [=::J 
8R (PS12) ..................... 9.00 [=::J 
lOR (PSIS) ................. 12.00 [=::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 2.50 [=::J 
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Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 3.70 [=::J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.30 [=::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

6R (PSll) ...................... 7.25 [=::J 

7R (PS12) ..................... 9.50 [=::J 

PS5 not showing gap .... 4.30 [=::J 

"' 

Paper Type llln 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 3.75 [=::J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 0.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

12L(PS16) .................. 12.00 [=::J 

IOL (PS 14) .................. 12.00 c::::::::J 
6L (PSI 0) ..................... N. A. c::::::::J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 11.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 4.25 c::::::::J 

STAMPS 
BULK RATE 

CARRIER 
ROUTE SORT 

@USPS i9fl5 
PRECANGELWJ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 10.1¢ Oil 
Wagon stamps with the red "Bulk Rate Carrier Route Sort" 

service overprint. 



1 0.9¢ Hansom 
Cab 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, New York 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 
Lettering ................. Thomas J. Bakos 

BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ................. March 26, 1982 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801, 802, 803, and 804) 

Plate size . .. .. . . . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color .................................. Purple 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................ 0790 
Precanceled 

(roll size not specified) ........ P790 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ....... March 31, 1984 

The I 0.9¢ Hansom Cab was the sixth 
stamp added to the Transportation Se
ries. It was issued March 26, 1982, in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Although 
there was no first-day ceremony, the 
release of the I 0.9¢ Hansom Cab stamp 
coincided with the Chattanooga Stamp 
Club's 50th anniversary show, CHAT
TAPEX '82. 

A hansom cab is a one-horse drawn, 
two-wheeled, vehicle that was orig
inally designed in 1834 by Joseph 
Aloysius Hansom. The driver of the 
cab sat high atop the vehicle behind the 
carriage where the passengers were 
seated. The hansom cab would be 
available for hire to carry passengers 
anywhere in the city or its suburbs, 
similar to modern-day taxi cabs. This 
type of vehicle saw wide use in the late 
19th century in many cities throughout 
the United States. 

The stamp's design is based on a 
picture of a hansom cab that appeared 
in the August 1892 edition of the mag
azine, The Hub. The cab in the picture 
was built by Brewster and Company of 
New York City. It had a blue body with 
black moldings that were highlighted 
with light blue stripes. The wheels of 
this cab were 56 inches in diameter. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 10.9¢ 

The 10.9¢ denomination met the ba
sic third-class presort rate that went into 
effect on November 1, 1981. Within 
the stamps design is the inscription 
"Bulk Rate." This service indicator 
appeared on both the precanceled and 
tagged versions of the stamp. The pre
canceled version was also overprinted 
with horizontal lines. 

After the basic third-class presort rate 
increased to 11¢ on May 22, 1983, the 
Postal Service authorized the use of the 
precanceled 10.9¢ Hansom Cab stamps 
as false franking for the new rate until 
October 1, 1983; the mailers paid the 
difference at the time of mailing. The 
Postal Service later extended the false 
franking privileges "until further no
tice." The false franking became un
necessary on February 3, 1984, with the 
release of the II¢ Caboose precanceled 
coil, and the I 0.9¢ coils were with
drawn from philatelic sale on March 31, 
1984. 

The coil wrapper labels from the 
earlier production runs of the 10.9¢ 
Hansom Cab were printed from 
steel dies in black ink. This type of 
label design is referred to as an 
"Arch" because the words UNITED 
STATES POSTAGE form an arch at 
the top of the design. This example 
shows the overprinted word 
PRECANCELED in pale red ink, 
which is confirmed as sealing 
precanceled rolls from the pairing 
of plates 1 and 2 with the precancel 
gaps at position 1 R or 2R. Black 
overprints exist from the pairing of 
plate 1 with 2 and plate 3 with 4. 
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1 no.9-1 

Plate 1 40062-I 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1982 

Certified ........................ Feb. 18, 1982 

To Press ........................ Feb. 22, 1982 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 4, 1985 

Impressions ........................... I 08,000 

Maximum PNCs .................. 390,625t 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 27, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 
t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 18,750,000 tagged 10.9¢ 
Hansom Cab stamps were shipped be
fore being withdrawn from sale. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 15.00 $ 15.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 16.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 34.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T10.9-1P ~I 
Plate 1 40062-I 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [LG, IR, 2R, and 4R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [IR, 3R, and 4R]) 

Roll size unknown for: 
(Paper Type I flhL]) 

See the production data for T 10.9-1. 

To Press ........................ Feb. 25, 1982 

Mar. 15, 1982 

Apr. 29, 1982 

May 1, 1982 

Jan. 14, 1983 

May 20, 1983 

Aug. 1983 

Sept. 1, 1983 

Oct. 1, 1983 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 28, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 c=::J 
2-100 

Note: The expertizing committee of the 
American First Day Cover Society 
(AFDCS) has declined to sign a Kribbs 
cover bearing only precanceled 10.9¢ 
Hansom Cab stamps. For more in
formation, see Ken Lawrence, Linn's 
Stamp News, September 5, 1988. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.75 $ 17.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 31.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 34.00 c=J 
Imperf. [LG] (PS6) .... 1,300.00 c=J 
Number on top ................. N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

lL* ............................... N.A. c=J 
IfzL t ............................ not reported 

LG (PS5) ..................... 35.00 c=J 
lR (PS6) ..................... 70.00 c=J 
2R (PS7) ..................... 69.00 c=J 
3R (PS8) ................... 130.00 c=J 
4R (PS9) ..................... 40.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 34.00 c=J 

* Only one used single has been re
ported with the precancel gap 6mm 
from the left edge of the numbered 
stamp from plate 1. 

t In November 1993, Gene Ernst of 
Houston, Texas, discovered a PS3 of the 
10.9¢ Hansom Cab from plate 2 with 
the precancel gap at the l!zL location. 
To date, an example showing the l!zL 
precancel gap from plate 1 has not been 

reported. 

Note: A color variety exists on some 
precanceled Hansom Cab stamps from 
plates 1 and 2 in which the image ap
pears to be printed in a color similar to 
the one later used for the 5.5¢ Star 
Route Truck. The color variety was 
caused by red ink contamination. It is 
confirmed as coming from rolls with the 
precancel gap at 4R. For more in
formation, see The Plate Number, Jan
uary 1991. An estimated value for a 
PS5 showing this variety currently not 
available. 

Note: An inconsistent doubling of the 
printed image, caused by set-off from 
the chill roller, is found on many posi
tions of some tagged rolls from plates 
1 and 2 of the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab. For 
more information, see Ken Lawrence, 
The United States Specialist, January 
1986. An estimated value for a PS5 
showing this variety in currently not 
available. Also see the note after 12-3 
on page 2-9. 

T1 0.9-2 

Plate 1 40063-2 

Paired with Plate 1 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned .............................. Feb 1982 

Certified ........................ Feb. 18, 1982 

To Press ........................ Feb. 22, 1982 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 4, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 108,000 

Maximum PNCs .................. 390,625t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 30, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 18,750,000 tagged 10.9¢ 
Hansom Cab stamps were shipped be
fore being withdrawn from sale. 

used mint 

Single(PSl) $15.00 $15.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 16.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 34.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: The stamp at position 2L on one 
row from plate 2 of the 10.9¢ Hansom 
Cab was entered approximately 0.5mm 
lower than the other stamps in the row. 
It is also slightly shifted to the left. This 
variety is referred to as a "Dropped 
Transfer." This type of variety can only 



be verified in pairs or strips. For more 
information, see Michael Laurence, 
Linn's Stamp News, August 3, 1987, 
and September 14, 1987. This variety 
exists on the tagged and precanceled 
strips from plate 2. A tagged PS5 
showing this variety has an estimated 
value of $85.00. A precanceled PS5 
showing this variety has an estimated 
value of $75.00. 

"Dropped Transfer" at position 2L. 
(A horizontal line has been graph
ically added above the inscription to 
show the vertical displacement of 
the stamp on the left.) 

I T10.9-2P ~I 
Plate 2 40063-2 

Paired with Plate I in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [LG, IR, 2R, and 4R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [I R, JR, and 4R]) 

Roll size unknown for: 
(Paper Type I [lfzL]) 

See the production data for T/0.9-2. 

To Press ........................ Feb. 25, 1982 

Mar. 15, 1982 

Apr. 29, 1982 
May 1, 1982 

Jan. 14, 1983 

May 20, 1983 

Aug. 1983 

Sept. I, 1983 

Oct. I, 1983 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 28, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 c=J 

Transportation Series Stamps, 10.9¢ 

Note: The expertizing committee of the 
American First Day Cover Society 
(AFDCS) has declined to sign a Kribbs 
cover bearing only precanceled 10.9¢ 
Hansom Cab stamps. For more in
formation, see Ken Lawrence, Linn's 
Stamp News, September 5, 1988. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.75 $ 17.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 31.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 34.00 c=J 
Imperf. [LG] (PS6) .... I ,300.00 c=J 
Number on top ................. N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

IL* .............................. not reported 

If2Lt ............................. N.A. c=J 
LG (PS5) ..................... 35.00 c=J 
IR (PS6) ..................... 70.00 c=J 
2R (PS7) ..................... 69.00 c=J 
3R (PS8) ................... 135.00 c=J 
4R (PS9) ..................... 40.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 34.00 c=J 

* Only one used single has been re
ported with the precancel gap 6mm 
from the left edge of the numbered 
stamp from plate I. 

t In November 1993, Gene Ernst of 
Houston, Texas, discovered a PS3 of 
the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab from plate 2 
with the precancel gap at the If2L loca
tion. To date, an example showing the 
I!zL precancel gap from plate I has not 
been reported. 

Note: A color variety exists on some 
precanceled Hansom Cab stamps from 
plates 1 and 2 in which the image ap
pears to be printed in a color similar to 
the one later used for the 5.5¢ Star 
Route Truck. The color variety was 
caused by red ink contamination. It is 
confirmed as coming from rolls with the 
precancel gap at 4R. For more in
formation, see The Plate Number, Jan
uary 1991. An estimated value for a 
PS5 showing this variety currently not 
available. 

Note: An inconsistent doubling of the 
printed image, caused by set-off from 
the chill roller, is found on many posi
tions of some tagged rolls from plates 1 
and 2 of the 10.9¢ Hansom Cab. For 
more information, see Ken Lawrence, 
The United States Specialist, January 
1986. A PS5 showing this variety has 
an estimated value of $0.00. 

Note: See the "Dropped Transfer" 
note and illustration for T/0.9-2. 

I T10.9-3P 

Plate 3 40068-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4L, JL, LG, and IR]) 

3,000 
(Paper Type I [4L, JL, LG, IR, and 4R]) 

Assigned .............................. Feb 1982 

Certified ......................... Mar. 1, 1982 

To Press ........................ Mar. 15, 1982 

July 23, 1982 
Canceled ......................... Apr. 4, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 285,706 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,142,708 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ........... $ 150.00 D 
used mint 

Single (PSI) $58.75 $66.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 340.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 380.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. D 
Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 690.00 

3L (PS7) .................... 750.00 C:=J 
LG (PS5) ................... 445.00 C:=J 
IR (PS6) ··················· 675.00 D 
4R (PS9) ................... 470.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap 380.00 D 
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I T10.9-4P 

Plate 4 40069-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [ 4L, 3L, LG, and 1 R]) 

3,000 
(Paper Type I [4L, 3L, LG, 1 R, and 4R]) 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1982 

Certified ......................... Mar. I, I 982 

To Press ........................ Mar. I 5, I 982 

July 23, I 982 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 4, I 985 

Impressions ........................... 285,706 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,142,708 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 6, 1987 

Used on Cover ........... $ 150.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $58.75 $66.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 340.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 380.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 690.00 

3L (PS7) .................... 750.00 c::::::::J 
LG (PS5) ................... 445.00 c::::::::J 
IR (PS6) ................... 675.00 c::::::::J 
4R (PS9) ................... 470.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap 380.00 c::::::::J 

Note: Stamps from plate 4 are usually 
poorly centered. The prices shown are 
for VF centered examples. 

-----
Jrcsuffidf".nt ,.\ddre:SS -·-

Movod Lett No Aad<eoS ,

Undeltv•ab!e $8' ~ -
l'...wan11Jo4 OrM ~ ~ 

• Edith Urby 
Rte.l, Box 233 
Gentry, Ark. 72734 

C.LAtMCHECK 
NO. 

647982 
0HOLD 

From February 10 through April2, 1984, Craig Dremann of Redwood City, California, mailed catalogs from the Redwood City 
Seed Company with the 11¢ bulk mail postage fee paid by a precanceled 10.9¢ Hansom Cab stamp tied by a controversial 
"Postmaster's Provisional" handstamp. Two different handstamp designs were used. Both handstamps were applied in 
green and magenta ink. For more information, see Coil Line, Volume 6, Number 5 (Whole number 58), May 1, 1993, and The 
Plate Number, July, 1993. 
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11¢ Caboose 
(Original - B Press) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ........... JosephS. Cramer, Jr. 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 

HH CabomiP IHDOs 
CSAik 
Hl:lkHak 

Tagged 

H R Caboose lHlJOs 
liSAlh' 
HulkH«k 

Precanceled 

BEP 

Issue date ............... February 3, 1984 
Rosemont, Illinois (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ...................................... Red 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................. 0792 
Precanceled 

(roll size not specified) ......... P792 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1985 

The 11 ¢ Caboose was issued on 
February 3, 1984, in Rosemont, Il
linois, a suburb of Chicago. Although 
the stamp was issued without an official 
first-day ceremony, it was released in 
conjunction with Chicago Philatelic 
Fair '84, the midwest show of the 
American Stamp Dealers Association 
(ASDA). This was the thirteenth issue 
added to the Transportation Series. 

The stamp features a custom-built 
caboose of the type used by logging 
company railroads in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains of California during the 
1890s. 

The caboose served as a primitive 
home-on-wheels to the train crews who 
transported loggers, axes, saws, and 
other equipment into the timber coun
try. Such railroads often built their own 
rolling stock to meet specific needs and 
stay within their limited budgets. Many 
of the small logging railroads were built 
to run only between the vast forests and 
the timber mills. Today, a number of 
these narrow gauge railroads still exist 
and operate primarily as tourist attrac
tions. 

This precanceled version of the 
stamp was issued primarily to meet the 
basic presort third-class bulk rate of 
II¢ per piece that went into effect May 
23, 1983. When this postal rate later 
increased to 12.5¢ on February 17, 
1985, the Postal Service authorized the 

Transportation Series Stamps, 11¢ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 tagged 11¢ Caboose stamps 

from the B press. 

use of the precanceled 11¢ Caboose as 
false franking with the additional post
age paid at the time of mailing. This 
false-franking privilege was permitted 
until August 18, 1985. 

This issue marked the last time that a 
tagged definitive US stamp carried a 
service indicator (for example, "Bulk 
Rate") within its design. In the future, 
service inscriptions would only appear 
in precancel overprints or within the 
design of untagged stamps that were 
actually intended for bulk or quantity 
mail. 

Surprisingly, the 11¢ Caboose coil 
was the first US stamp to show a rail
road caboose, however small or in
distinct. 

Since the B press had never been used 
for precanceling prior to this issue, it 
was not equipped with the rubber blan
ket roller that had been used on the 
older Cottrell presses for precanceling. 
Even though the Caboose issue required 
only a simple two-line precancel, the 
BEP had to fashion a roller previously 
used for applying phosphor tagging by 
routing it out so that only two raised 
surfaces remained to print the two lines 
on each row of stamps. 

The tagged version of the 11¢ Ca
boose coil met no postal rate and was 
issued solely for collectors. 

The precanceled and tagged versions 
of this stamp were both withdrawn from 
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philatelic sale on August 31, 1985. 
However, on September 25, 1991, the 
USPS issued a non-precanceled, un
tagged version of the II¢ Caboose de
sign in response to mailers' needs. (For 
more information about the non
precanceled, untagged version of the 
11¢ Caboose design, see page 2-105.) 

I T11-1 

Plate 1 40794-I 

Rolls of500 

Assigned ............................ Nov. 1983 

To Press .................... Nov. 29, 1983 A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 468,269t 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 21, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

A. This date is for the precanceled ver
sion. The Plate Activity Reports did not 
included a "To Press" date for the 
tagged version. 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 24,350,000 tagged 11¢ Ca
boose stamps were shipped before be
ing withdrawn from sale. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of500 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 4.00 $ 4.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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Paper Type II 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................. $ Il.OO c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... II.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

ln1-1P 

Plate 1 40794-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See the production data for T 11-1. 

To Press ........................ Nov. 29, 1983 
May 1984 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 23, I986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c::::::::J 

Note: The overprinted precancel bars 
of the 11¢ Caboose stamps do not have 
gaps. The precancel bars were applied 
with the same seamless printing cyl
inder used to precancel the 20¢ Flag 
over the Supreme Court coil stamps. 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.15 $ 3.35 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type IIa 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 4. 75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 7.25 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Hoseline /"at position 31L 

Note: A consistent plate flaw, known as 
the "Hoseline I," exists at the 3JL po
sition on some 11¢ Caboose rolls from 
sleeve 1. This variety is only known on 
the precanceled version of this stamp. 
A strip of five stamps showing this va
riety on the center stamp has an es
timated value of$/0.75. 



11¢ Caboose 
(Re-issue) 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ........... JosephS. Cramer, Jr. 
Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 

HI? CiilloOS<' IH!Hls 

USA l k 
lJ11lk ti.U•' 

BEP 

Non-overprinted and untagged 

Issue date ........... September 25, 1991 
Nationwide (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........................ C Press (90 1) 
and/or D Press (902) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ...................................... Red 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size .................................... 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 3,000 ......................... 7912A 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 19, 1993 

On September 25, 1991, without 
prior notice, the USPS issued a non
overprinted, untagged version of the 
11¢ Caboose design, which was orig
inally issued in 1984. It features a cus
tom-built caboose of the type used by 
logging company railroads in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains of California during 
the 1890s. (For information about the 
original II¢ Caboose coil stamp, see 
page 2-103.) The re-issued 11¢ Ca
boose was the fifty-eighth stamp added 
to the Transportation Series. 

The re-issued 11¢ Caboose coil 
stamp, along with a new 23¢ Flag 
First-Class Presort coil stamp, were is
sued as quick responses to mass mail
ers' overwhelming dissatisfaction with 
the 10¢ Tractor Trailer coil stamp. The 
Postal Service had issued the 10¢ 
Tractor Trailer stamp in May 1991, to 
accommodate the various rates for pre
sorted third- and first-class mail created 
by the February 3, 1991, rate change. 
Bulk mailers were to use the 10¢ Trac
tor Trailer coil as false franking and pay 
the difference between the I 0¢ de
nomination of the stamp and the actual 
per-piece rate at the time of mailing, 
which was determined by the class of 

Transportation Series Stamps, 11¢ 

mail and the degree of sorting. One of 
the major problems with the 10¢ Trac
tor Trailer stamp was that it did not in
clude a service designation along with 
the "Additional Presort Postage Paid" 
inscription. This required mailers to 
incur additional labor by endorsing 
each piece of mail franked with the 
stamp to ensure proper handling by the 
Postal Service. (For additional in
formation about the 10¢ Tractor Trailer 
stamp, see page 2-89.) 

The mailers' complaints cau~ed the 
USPS to resurrect hurriedly the old 11¢ 
Caboose design, which had been re
moved from philatelic sale on August 
31, 1985. The Caboose design already 
included the proper "Bulk Rate" service 
inscription required for third-class bulk 
mail, which eliminated the need for 
mailers to apply additional endorse
ments. 

Although the same design was used, 
the production of new 11 ¢ Caboose coil 
differed greatly from the production of 
the original version. The new II¢ Ca
boose was printed on the BEP' s C press 
(901) and/or D press (902), and only 
produced as a non-overprinted un
tagged issue in rolls of 3,000 stamps. 

To recieve official first-day-of-issue cancellations on the re-issued 11¢ Caboose, 
collectors affixed the new stamp to the 19¢ Ratification of the Bill of Rights postal 
card, which was also issued on September 25, 1991. 
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At the time this stamp was issued, the 
USPS considered the "Bulk Rate" ser
vice inscription a precancel. The orig
inal Caboose stamp was printed on the 
BEP's B press (701) as an untagged 
precanceled stamp with overprinted 
horizontal lines, and as a non
precanceled stamp with a block of 
phosphor tagging over the vignette. 
The overprinted precanceled version of 
the original II¢ Caboose was produced 
in coils of 500 and 3,000 stamps; and 
the tagged version was only produced 
in coils of 500 stamps. 

Another difference between the new 
II¢ Caboose stamp and the original 
stamp is the sleeve number and the rate 
at which it repeats. Because the new 
version was printed on the C press 
and/or the D press (which use inter
changeable printing sleeves), it was 
printed with an 864-subject sleeve ( 18 
subject across by 48 subjects around). 
Coil stamps printed on either of these 
presses have a sleeve number that re
peats at 48-stamp intervals (the cir
cumference of the sleeve). All of the 
coils of the re-issued Caboose stamp 
show sleeve number 2, because this 
sleeve was used exclusively to print the 
new stamp. In contrast, the original ll ¢ 
Caboose stamp was printed on the B 
press, which used a 936-subject sleeve 
(18 subjects across by 52 subjects 
around). Coils from the original print
ing, therefore, have a sleeve number 
that repeats at 52-stamp intervals. Only 
sleeve number I appears on the over
printed version and the tagged version 
of the original II¢ Caboose coils. 

The re-issued II¢ Caboose coil 
stamp was not widely used, but it re
mained on sale until sufficient quan
tities of the multi-colored, non
denominated (10¢) Bulk Rate Eagle 
and Shield coil stamps were available. 
The re-issued Caboose coil stamp was 
eventually removed from philatelic sale 
on June 19, 1993. 

2-106 

Plate 2 189228-2 
Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

Assigned ....................... July 26, 1991 

To Press ..................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ....................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=:J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ 1.80 $ 2.00 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.50 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.75 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

:c) USPS 
''I ':Gfvt , 'tl 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 non-overprinted, untagged 
11¢ Caboose stamps issued in 1991 



11¢ Stutz 
Bearcat 

Designer ....................... Ken Dallison 
Indian River, Ontario, Canada 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Siutz Bearcat 1933 
llUSA 

Issue date ..................... June II, 1985 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

(Cars of Yesteryears Museum) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Intaglio 

Press ................... Cottrell Press (80 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Qoint line at right) 

Ink color .................................. Green 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll size ....................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 .............................. 0798 
Roll of 3,000 ........................... 0799 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 19, 1993 

The USPS issued the 11¢ Stutz 
Bearcat coil stamp on June 11, 1985. 
The stamp was released at an official 
first-day ceremony held at the Cars of 
Yesteryears Museum in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. It was the twenty-first 
face-different stamp added to the 
Transportation Series. 

The stamp features a 1933 Super 
Bearcat, which was designed and built 
by the H.C.S. (Harry Clayton Stutz) 
Motor Car Company of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. The Super Bearcat was the 
luxurious sportscar model of the leg
endary Stutz Bearcat. It had a 116-inch 
wheel base, a massive 8-cylinder en
gine, and was guaranteed to maintain a 
steady 100 mile per hour speed. Stutz 
cars not only achieved great speed 

records in their days, they also intro
duced significant automotive safety 
features such as the use of safety glass, 
special hydraulic brakes, and an in
novative device that prevented the car 
from rolling backwards when stopped 
on an incline. Production of the Stutz 
Bearcat and Super Bearcat ended in 

1935, a victim of the Great De
pression. 

The 11¢ denomination of the Stutz 
Bearcat coil did not meet a common 
postal rate, but the stamp could be used 
in multiples to meet the following rates 
that were in effect from February 17, 
1985 through April 2, 1988: the 22¢ 
first-ounce, first-class domestic letter 
rate; the 33¢ international airmail rate 
for postcards; and the 44¢ international 
airmail rate for half-ounce letters to 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and 
central and southern South America. 

The Stutz Bearcat coil stamp could 
also be used by mass mailers to meet 
the obscure 11 ¢ first -class rate for 
postcards presorted to a minimum of 
ten postcards per carrier route, which 
was in effect from November 1, 1981 
through April 2, 1988. Because the 11 ¢ 
Stutz Bearcat was never issued as a 
precanceled stamp, a mass mailer 
would have to print a mailer's permit 
postmark on postcards bearing the 11 ¢ 

Transportation Series Stamps, II¢ 

Stutz Bearcat to use the stamp for this 
rate. The original USPS announcement 
for the Stutz Bearcat stated that it would 
be precanceled for that rate. 

The most common use for the II¢ 
Stutz Bearcat coil was in vending ma
chines. In 1985, many private vending 
machines dispensed one 22¢ stamp and 
one 11¢ stamp for 50¢. By selling an 
II¢ stamp with a 22¢ stamp, the vendor 
yielded a 17¢ profit for each 50¢ sale, 
and two 50¢ purchases provided the 
exact postage required to mail three 
one-ounce, first-class letters. 

Plates 3 and 4 were paired and widely 
distributed in rolls of 500 and 3,000 
stamps at the time of issue. However, 
rolls of 500 stamps from plates 1 and 2 
got scattered, late distribution. 

The 11 ¢ Stutz Bearcat holds the dis
tinction of being the last Cottrell
printed coil stamp removed from phil
atelic sale. It was withdrawn on June 
19, 1993. 

ln1SB-1 

Plate 1 41247-1 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press .......................... Aug. 9, 1985 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 195,851 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,525,318 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 19, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.50 c::::=J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1)" .. $ 1.40 $ 1.45 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.60 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.85 

CJ 
c::::=J 
c::::=J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::=J 
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IT11SB-2 

Plate 2 41248-2 

Paired with Plate I 

Rolls of 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press .......................... Aug. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 12, 1985 

Impressions ........................ 195,851 A. 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,525,318 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 19, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.50 CJ 
A. The BEP said the impression total 
was unavailable for plate 2. This num
ber is based on the assumption that 
plate 2 was only paired with plate I, and 
therefore has the same printing total. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.40 $ 1.45 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.60 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.85 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 

This coil wrapper label from the 
11¢ Stutz Bearcat was printed in 

light blue ink. Labels of this design 
and color sealed rolls of 500 

stamps from the pairing of plate 1 
with 2 and plate 3 with 4. 
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IT11SB-3 

Plate 3 41249-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press ........................ May 20, 1985 
May 21, 1985 
May 24, 1985 
July 24, 1985 

Canceled ....................... July 29, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 206,244 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,712,392 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. I, I 985 

Used on Cover ............... $3.50 CJ 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.40 $ 1.45 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.60 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.85 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ................. N. A. CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: An inconsistent doubling of the 
printed image, caused by set-off from 
the chill roller, is found on many posi
tions of some rolls from plates 3 and 4 
of the 11¢ Stutz Bearcat. For more in
formation, see Ken Lawrence, The 
United States Specialist, January 1986. 
An estimated value for a PS5 showing 
this variety is not currently available. 
Also see the note for T2-3 on page 2-9. 

Detail of "chill roller" doubling 
found on some rolls from 

plates 3 and 4 

Note: A constant plate flaw, known as 
the "Polishing Cloth," exists on one of 
the numbered stamps (position 1 L)from 
plate 3 of the 11¢ Stutz Bearcat. The 
mark is located near the center of the 
car's engine hood. A plate-numbered 
strip showing this variety has an es
timated value of $20.00. 

"Polishing Cloth" plate flaw on a 
numbered stamp from plate 3 

Note: A constant plate .flaw, known as 
the "Broken Fender," exists on one of 
the numbered stamps (position 1 L) from 
plate 3 of the 11¢ Stutz Bearcat. The 
mark runs along the inside edge of the 
rear fender. The plate number ( 3) of 
this stamp also shows damage. A 
plate-numbered strip showing this va
riety has an estimated value of $13.25. 

"Broken Fender" plate flaw on a 
numbered stamp from plate 3 



Plate 4 41250-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press ........................ May 20, 1985 
May 21, 1985 
May 24, 1985 
July 24, 1985 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 206,244 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,712,392 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 19, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.50 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.40 $ 1.45 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 1.60 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 1.85 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ................. N. A. c=J 
,.., Number on top ................. N. A. c=J 

Note: An inconsistent doubling of the 
printed image, caused by set-off from 
the chill roller, is found on many posi-

""' tions (~f some rolls from plates 3 and 4 
(~f the II¢ Stutz Bean·at. For more in
formation, see Ken Lawrence, The 
United States Specialist, January 1986. 

-~ 
An estimated value .for a PS5 showing 
this variety is not currently available. 
Also see the note for T2-3 on page 2-9. 

Plate 5 41251-5 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 6 41252-6 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Transportation Series Stamps, 11¢ 

Plate 7 175081-7 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Aug. 5, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 8 175082-8 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Aug. 5, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, 1985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Coil wrapper label, printed in blue, from a roll of 3,000 
11¢ Stutz Bearcat stamps 
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12¢ Stanley 
Steamer 
(Cottrell Press) 

Designer ....................... Ken Dallison 
Indian River, Ontario, Canada 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ........................ Esther Porter 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Stanley Steamer 1909 
USA 

12 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ......................... April 2, 1985 
Kingfield, Maine 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801 and 803) 

2-110 

Plate size . . . . . . . . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 
Joint line at right 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Ink color ..................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (rolls of 500) ............... 0787 
Precanceled (rolls of 500) ....... P787 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ... February 28, 1989 

The 12¢ Stanley Steamer was issued 
on April 2, 1985. It was the sixteenth 
stamp added to the Transportation Se
ries. The stamp was released at a first
day ceremony in Kingfield, Maine, the 
birthplace of Francis Edgar Stanley and 
Freelan Oscar Stanley, the twin brothers 
who invented the automobile featured 
in the design. 

The stamp shows a 1909 Stanley 
Steamer. As its name implies, the 
Stanley Steamer was a steam-powered 
automobile. The first Stanley Steamer, 
which burned kerosene to heat the wa
ter, was developed by the Stanley 
brothers in 1898. The car featured a 
small, light-weight, 2-cylinder engine 
and an explosion-proof boiler. The first 
versions of the Steamers were powerful. 
They could climb 36 percent inclines, 
while gasoline-powered engines were 
struggling with 15 percent grades. The 
steam engines were so powerful that 
they did not require a transmission. In 
fact, Stanley Steamers only had 13 
moving parts, and didn't need a clutch, 
gearshift, driveshaft, carburetor, or 
spark plugs. This made the Steamers 
relatively quiet and more reliable than 
gas-powered automobiles with internal 
combustion engines. The Steamers 
were also fast. In 1898, at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, a Stanley Steamer set a 

record of 27 miles per hour, while cir
cling a 113 mile oval track three times. 
Despite the achievements of the early 
Steamer, the Stanley brothers had only 
sold four cars by 1899. Discouraged, 
they sold their car business to John 
Brisben of New York, who formed the 
Locomobile Company of America to 
manufacture the steam-propelled cars. 
In 1902, the Stanley brothers bought 
back their patents from Locomobile 
and started the Stanley Steam Carriage 
Company. The brothers continued to 
improve their basic design, and in 1906, 
a racing version of the Stanley Steamer 
captured the world speed record of 
more than 127 miles per hour. Fol
lowing this accomplishment, the 
Steamer became renowned in the Unit
ed States. The car's popularity con
tinued through the next decade, but by 
1923, the Stanley Steam Carriage 
Company was broke. The company's 
failure was the result of high-powered 
advertising for gasoline-powered cars 
by the Detroit auto manufacturers, pro
duction shortages and high costs during 
World War I, and poor management 
that never developed the necessary re
sources to sell cars. Regardless, the 
Stanley Steamer was one of the most 
popular American cars during the first 
quarter of the twentieth century. Dur
ing this period, approximately 15,000 
to 20,000 Stanley Steamers were man
ufactured and sold in the United 
States. 

The 12¢ Stanley Steamer stamp was 
produced in a tagged non-precanceled 
version in rolls of 500 stamps, and a 
precanceled version in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. Only the tagged version 
was available on the first day of issue. 
The precanceled version had a na
tionwide release a short time af
terwards. 

The tagged version of this stamp met 
no specific postal rate. It was issued to 
meet collectors' needs. 

The precanceled version was over
printed with a 2-line "PRESORTED I 
FIRST -CLASS" service inscription be-



tween two horizontal lines. It paid the 
first-class presort postcard rate, which 
had been in effect since November I, 
1981. To qualify for this rate, a mailer 
was required to pay a $50 annual pre
sort fee, and the mailing had to be pre
sorted to a minimum of 50 pieces for 
each 3-digit ZIP code or at least I 0 
pieces for each 5-digit ZIP code. The 
first-class presort postcard rate in
creased to 13¢ on April 3, 1988. The 
USPS authorized mailers to continue 
using the precanceled 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer as false franking for the 
new 13¢ rate until October 9, 1988, with 
the difference paid at the time of mail
ing. On October 29, 1988, the 13¢ Po
lice Wagon coil stamp was issued to 
meet the new rate. 

The precanceled Stanley Steamer re
placed the precanceled 12¢ Torch coil 
stamp from the Americana Series. The 
12¢ Torch had been available since 
1981 with two different precancels to 
pay the presort postcard rate; one over
print consisted of only two horizontal 
lines, the other overprint included a 

"PRESORTED I FIRST-CLASS" ser
vice inscription between the horizontal 
lines. By 1985, supplies of the pre
canceled 12¢ Torch coils were in
sufficient for future demand. Instead of 
reprinting the design from the old se
ries, the USPS decided to issue a new 
12¢ stamp in the Transportation Se
ries. 

In 1987, additional supplies of a pre
canceled 12¢ coil stamp were required 
to meet the continuing first-class pre
sort postcard rate. However, the Cot
trell presses that originally printed the 
12¢ Stanley Steamer coil had been dis
continued by the BEP in November 
1985. To continue using the same de
sign, the BEP prepared a printing 
sleeve for the B press (70 I) using a 
transfer roller made from the original 
master die of the Stanley Steamer de
sign. 

Although the same master die was 
used for the precanceled 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer printed on the Cottrell presses 
and the later B-press version, several 
characteristics distinguish the stamps 

TRANSPORTATION 
SERIES 

FIRST DAY COVER 

Transportation Series Stamps, 12¢ 

from the different presses. The most 
obvious difference is the presence or 
absence of a joint line to the right of the 
numbered stamp. All of the stamps 
printed on the Cottrell presses exhibit 
this line of ink, which shows where the 
two semi-cylindrical plates met to form 
the cylindrical printing surface. The 
B-press version does not exhibit this 
characteristic because it was printed 
using a seamless printing sleeve. Al
though it is more difficult to notice, the· 
printed image of the Cottrell-press ver
sion is approximately 0.5 millimeter 
wider than the B-press version. The 
stamp image on the Cottrell-press ver
sion is slightly wider because it was 
horizontally stretched during the curv
ing of the soft steel printing plates into 
their eventual semi-cylindrical shape. 
This stretching does not occur during 
the production of B-press printing 
sleeves because the sleeve is in a cy
lindrical shape before the images are 
entered onto the sleeve. Because the 
Cottrell presses used paired printing 
plates to form the printing surface, two 

The unique FOG shown above, which features a multi-color House of Farnam cachet, was prepared by Ken Kribbs. The 
first-day-of-issue hand cancellation ties a line pair of the precanceled version of the 12rt Stanley Steamer (showing plate 
number 1 on the left stamp) and a plain pair of the tagged version. No other FOG has been reported with a precanceled 12rt 
Stanley Steamer showing either of the two Cottrell press plate numbers. (From the collection of Larry Graf.) 
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different plate numbers appear on a roll 
of stamps from these presses. The 
numbers alternate at 24-stamp inter

vals. In the case of the 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer coil, these numbers are 1 and 
2-the only plates used to print this 
stamp on the Cottrells. In contrast, the 
B-press version only has a single sleeve 
number (1) that repeats at 52-stamp in
tervals. The two different versions also 
differ slightly in ink color. The later 
B-press version appears darker than the 

blue of the original printing. An addi
tional distinction is found in the fre
quency of the precancel gaps on the two 
versions. The Cottrell version has a 
precancel gap that repeats at 12-stamp 
intervals. The B-press version, how

ever, has a precancel gap that repeats at 
a 26-stamp interval. (For more in
formation about the B-press version of 
the 12¢ Stanley Steamer, see page 2-
115.) 

All three versions of the q¢ Stanley 
Steamer-the original precanceled ver
sion and the tagged version from the 
Cottrell presses, and the precanceled 
version from the B press-were with
drawn from philatelic sale on February 
28, 1989. 

Contrary to plate activity reports that 
stated plates 41170-1 and 41171-2 from 
the 12¢ Stanley Steamer had been can
celed, it was discovered in 1993 that the 
BEP had placed these printing plates in 
storage with the last remaining Cottrell 
press (80 1 ). The press and the plates 
are being retained by the BEP for pos
sible display in the future. 
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Plate 1 41170-1 

Paired With Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press (Paper Type II) Feb. 28, 1985 
(Paper Type I) Mar. 1, 1985 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 374,526 

Maximum PNCs .................... 673,438 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 10, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $3.50 c:::J 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.80 $ 1.80 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.00 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.25 c:::J 
Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................ N. A. c:::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... 7.50 c:::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PS 1) .................. $ 2.50 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2. 75 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 7.50 c:::J 

Paper Type Ilia 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................ $ N. A. c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ N. A. c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A constant plate variety known 
as the "Rain Crack" spans two rows of 
the printed web from plate 1 of the 12¢ 
Stanley Steamer. The plate variety is 
comprised of many small vertical 
cracks in the stamps at position 2R. 
The variety is caused by multiple grip
per cracks. It is confirmed on stamps 
printed on Paper Type II. A similar 
variety appears on some of the stamps 
from plate 5 of the 4.9¢ Buckboard. 
(See page 2-33). 

A value for the "Rain Crack" variety 
on the 12¢ Stanley Steamer is not cur
ently available. 

• • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • 

Stanley 
USA. 

12 

Stanley 
USA 

12 
"Rain Crack" in position 2R 

of two rows from plate 1 



Transportation Series Stamps, 12¢ 

I L...-T_12_-1_P ___ ~____.c I I T12-2 ~ B ~II L--T_12_-2_P __ ____. 

Plate 1 41170-I 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for Tl2-l. 

To Press ........................ Mar. 26, 1985 

July I, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.80 $ 1.90 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.65 CJ 

Plate 2 41171-2 

Paired with Plate 1 

Rolls of500 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press (Paper Type II) Feb. 28, 1985 
(Paper Type I) Mar. 1, 1985 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 374,526 

Maximum PNCs .................... 673,438 

Earliest Known Use ........ Apr. 5, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.50 CJ 

Paper Type II 
Imperforate .......................... unknown Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 30.00 CJ used mint 
Precancel Gaps: 

5L (PS9) .................... 400.00 CJ 
4L (PS8) ........................ 3.25 CJ 
3L (PS7) ...................... 42.50 CJ 
1L (PS5) ........................ 5.50 CJ 
LG (PS5) ....................... 3.50 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 2.65 CJ 

&OI)t 
l·f2.$ 
~ SIMPS (;) 
~ $60!00 ~ 

e USPS1985 

This coil wrapper label sealed 
tagged rolls of the 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer. It exists in black and pale 
blue varieties. Each ink was 
exclusively used on distinctive label 
stock. 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.80 $ 1.80 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.25 CJ 
Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ................ N. A. CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... 7.50 CJ 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 2.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 7.50 CJ 

Paper Type Ilia 

Rolls of500 

mint 

Single (PS l) ................ $ N. A. CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ N. A. CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 2 41171-2 

Paired with Plate 1 only 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

See the production data for Tl2-2. 

To Press ........................ Mar. 26, 1985 

July 1, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.80 $ 1.90 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.65 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ...... 30.00 CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

5L (PS9) .................... 400.00 CJ 
4L (PS8) ........................ 3.25 CJ 
3L (PS7) ...................... 42.50 CJ 
IL (PS5) ........................ 5.50 CJ 
LG (PS5) ....................... 3.50 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 2.65 CJ 

500' . 
1 t2e 1 
9 sas.~ 
~ fiRSI'tQASS ..... 
~;$60:00 ~ 

ill USP!l198S 
PRECANC8.I.SI 

This coil wrapper label sealed 
precanceled rolls of the 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer. It exists in black or blue 
varieties. Unlike the labels from the 
tagged 500 stamp rolls, both ink 
colors exist on the same label 
stock. In addition, the blue ink 
variety exists on the distinctive label 
stock that was used for the blue 
labels from the tagged rolls. 
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Plate 3 4 I I 72-3 

Never available 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, I 987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 4 4 I 173-4 

Never available 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, I 987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 5 41255-5 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, I 985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, I 985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 

Plate 6 4 I 256-6 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 5, I 985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 4, I 985 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ......................... None 
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Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3, 000 
precanceled 12¢ Stanley Steamer stamps. 

This label was printed in pale blue ink. 



12¢ Stanley 
Steamer (B Press) 

Designer ....................... Ken Dallison 
Indian River, Ontario, Canada 

Art Director 0000000000000000 Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler 0000000000 000000 000000 00 Esther Porter 
BEP 

Typographer 0000 Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette 00000000000000. Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ooooooooooooooooooooo Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date 0000000000000 September 3, 1987 
Washington, DC (no ceremony) 

Produced by 00 0000 0000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 BEP 

Printing process 00000000000000000000 Intaglio 

Press 0000 000000000000 00000000 00000 B Press (70 I) 

Plate size 00 00 00 00 00 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval 00 00 00 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color 0000000000000000000000000000000000000 Blue 

Perforation gauge 00000000 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type 00 00 0000000000 00 00 00000000 00 00 none 

Roll size 000000000000000000000000000000000000 3,000 

USPS item number 0000000000 00 0000000 788P 

Withdrawn 
from sale date 00. February 28, 1989 

In early 1987, the USPS determined 
that the supply of precanceled 12¢ coil 
stamps was insufficient to meet the 
needs of mailers requiring postage 
stamps for the continuing first-class 
presort postcard rate. However, the 
Cottrell presses that originally printed 
the 12¢ Stanley Steamer coil had been 
discontinued by the BEP in November 
1985. To continue using the same de
sign, the BEP prepared a printing 
sleeve for the B press (70 I) using a 
transfer roll made from the original 
master die of the Stanley Steamer de
sign. This was the third Transportation 
Series design moved from the Cottrell 
press to the B press without requiring 
re-engraving. (Of all the stamps moved 
from the Cottrell to the B press, only the 
stamps with original designs that 
measured more than .73 inches were 
re-engraved.) The first stamp to be 
moved from the Cottrell press to the B 
press without being re-engraved was 
the 8.3¢ Ambulance, and the second 
was the 14¢ Iceboat. The B-press ver
sion of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer is con
sidered the thirty-forth stamp in the 
Transportation Series. 

The new 12¢ Stanley Steamer print
ing sleeve first went to press on May 
12, 1987. Only precanceled stamps 
were printed in rolls of 3,000 stamps. 
The new stamps were delivered to the 
vaults on June 18, 1987, and mixed in 
with the earlier-printed Cottrell version 
of the precanceled 12¢ Stanley Steamer 
stamps. According to Postal Service 
records, several large shipments of 
precanceled 12¢ Stanley Steamer coils 
were distributed soon after the new 
stamps arrived at the vaults. Johns
town, Pennsylvania, received the first 
shipments on June 25 and July 6, which 
totaled I ,280 rolls of 3,000 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer stamps. Although the Johns
town shipments included the B-press 
version of the stamp, it is not known if 
the shipments also included the older 
Cottrell printing. Another large ship
ment (I ,536 rolls of 3,000) was sent to 
Santa Ana, California, on July 13, 

Transportation Series Stamps, 12¢ 

A horizontally-cut example of a 
tagged 12¢ Stanley Steamer stamp 
(at top), which was only produced on 
the Cottrell press, is overlaid on a 
precanceled 8-press stamp (at bot
tom) to show the approximate % 
millimeter difference in the printed 
image width from the two presses. 

1987. This shipment consisted entirely 
of the new B-press stamps. 

Although shipments of the B-press 
version of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer coil 
were delivered to the above noted cities 
in June and July 1987, the stamp was 
not placed on sale until the afternoon of 
September 3, 1987, at the philatelic 
counters at L'Enfant Plaza in Washing
ton, DC. No prior announcement was 
made about the new variety being 
placed on sale. 

Approximately 200 covers bearing 
the new stamp were prepared when it 
first went on sale in Washington. To 
date, these covers-prepared by 
Charles Yeager and Wayne Anmuth
are the earliest documented use of the 
B-press version of the 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer. Because earlier distributions 
occurred, it is possible that an earlier 
dated commercial cover exists. Covers 
bearing September 3, 1987, Washing
ton, DC, postmarks were offered later 
by Alan Tossman. Much later, House 
of Farnam covers appeared that were 
canceled using the pictorial L'Enfant 
Plaza philatelic center hand cancel dat
ed September 3, 1987, Washington, 
DC. The covers from Alan To~sman 
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and House of Farnam were produced 
under questionable circumstances, and 
may have involved preferential treat
ment and unauthorized backdating. 

The B-press version of the 12¢ Stan
ley Steamer has the same design as the 
Cottrell-press version, which was is
sued on April 2, 1985, in Kingfield, 
Maine. It features a 1909 Stanley 
Steamer. (For more information about 
the design and the original printing, see 
page 2-110.) 

As with the original Cottrell-press 
version of the precanceled 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer, the B-press version was over
printed with a 2-line "PRESORTED I 
FIRST -CLASS" service inscription be
tween two horizontal lines. It paid the 
first-class presort postcard rate, which 
had been in effect since November 1, 
1981. To qualify for this rate, a mailer 
was required to pay a $50 annual pre
sort fee, and the mailing had to be pre
sorted to a minimum of 50 pieces for 
each 3-digit ZIP code or at least 10 

pieces for each 5-digit ZIP code. The 
first-class presort postcard rate in
creased to 13¢ on April 3, 1988. The 
USPS authorized mailers to continue 
using the precanceled 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer as false franking for the new 
13¢ rate until October 9, 1988, with the 
difference paid at the time of mailing. 
On October 29, 1988, the 13¢ Police 
Wagon coil stamp was issued to meet 
the new rate. 

Although the same master die was 
used for the precanceled 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer printed on the B-press and the 
earlier versions from the Cottrell press
es, several characteristics distinguish 
the stamps from the different presses. 
The most obvious difference is the 
presence or absence of a joint line to the 
right of the numbered stamp. All of the 
stamps printed on the Cottrell presses 
exhibit this line of ink, which shows 
where the two semi-cylindrical plates 
met to form the cylindrical printing 
surface. The B-press version does not 

Mr. C.H. Yeager 
1600 Carlyle Dr. 
Crofton, MD 21114 

l 11 ftlt ulf 111 rf 111 fttlt 1 t 111 HI 

exhibit this characteristic because it 
was printed using a seamless printing 
sleeve. Although it is more difficult to 
notice, the printed image of the B-press 
version is approximately 0.5 millimeter 
narrower than the Cottrell-press ver
sion. The stamp image on the Cottrell
press version is slightly wider because 
it was horizontally stretched during the 
curving of the soft steel printing plates 
into their eventual semi-cylindrical 
shape. This stretching does not occur 
during the production of B-press print
ing sleeves because the sleeve is in a 
cylindrical shape before the images are 
entered onto the sleeve. Because the 
Cottrell presses used paired printing 
plates to form the printing surface, two 
different plate numbers appear on a roll 
of stamps from these presses. The 
numbers alternate at 24-stamp inter
vals. In the case of the 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer coil, these numbers are I and 
2-the only plates used to print this 
stamp on the Cottrells. In contrast, the 

This FOG was prepared by Charles Yeager on September 3, 1987, at the philatelic counters at L'Enfant Plaza in 
Washington, DC. September 3, 1987, was the first day that the 8 press version of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer was 
offered for philatelic sale, even though it had been shipped to bulk mailers more than two months earlier. The cover 
has a plate 1 single of the precanceled 8-press issue and a plate 2 single of the tagged 12¢ Stanley Steamer issued 
in 1985. No earlier-dated covers have been reported for the 8-press version of the 12¢ Stanley Steamer. (Cover from 
the collection of Larry Graf.) 
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B-press version only has a single sleeve 
number (I) that repeats at 52-stamp in
tervals. The two different versions also 
differ slightly in ink color. The later 
B-press version appears darker than the 
blue of the original printing. An addi
tional distinction is found in the fre
quency of the precancel gaps on the two 
versions. The Cottrell version has a 
precancel gap that repeats at 12-stamp 
intervals. The B-press version, how
ever, has a precancel gap that repeats at 
a 26-stamp interval. 

All three versions of the 12¢ Stanley 
Steamer-the original precanceled and 
tagged versions from the Cottrell 
presses, and the precanceled version 
from the B press-were withdrawn 
from philatelic sale on February 28, 
1989. 

TRANSPORlATION 
SERIES 

I T12(B)-1 p ~I 
Plate 1 178145-1 

Rolls of 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 29, 1987 

To Press ........................ May 12, 1987 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 12, 1989 

Impressions ........................... 78, 120* 

Maximum PNCs ................. I ,406, 160 

Earliest Known Use ...... Sept. 3, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 [=:J 

* This number was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 156,240 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet". 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 17.85 $ 21.00 [=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 21.50 [=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 22.00 [=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ...................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 12¢ 

Precancel Gaps: 

5R (PS 10) ................... 24.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .. 22.00 CJ 

This cover, which includes a multi-color House of Farnam cachet and a September 3, 1987 L'Enfant Plaza Philatelic 
Center hand cancel, appeared on the market long after the stamps were first available. A plate 1 strip of the pre
canceled 8-press stamp is at the top of the cover. A plate 2 strip of the precanceled Cottrell-press version is at the 
bottom. (Cover from the collection of Larry Graf.) 
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12.5¢ Pushcart 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director .... Mary Margaret Grant 
USPS 

Modeler ...................................... none 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue dates: 
Tagged ...................... April 18, 1985 

Oil Center, New Mexico 
(no ceremony) 

Precanceled ....... Nationwide release 
soon after April 18, 1985 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by .................. : ........... BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 
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Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ................................... Olive 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................... 500 and 3,000 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged 

(roll qf 500) .......................... 0758 
(Sleeve 2, roll of 3,000) ........ 7759 

Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P758 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Tagged 

(rolls of 500) ......... April 30, 1989 
(rolls of 3,000) ..... Oct. 31, 1990t 

Precanceled .............. April 30, 1989 

t Tagged stamps (all roll sizes) were 
originally scheduled to be withdrawn 
from philatelic sale on April 30, 1989. 
Withdrawal of the tagged rolls of 3,000 
stamps was postponed when tagged 
rolls of 12.5¢ Pushcart stamps from 
plate 2 were discovered several days 
before the April 30, 1989, withdrawal. 

The 12.5¢ Pushcart coil stamp was 
the eighteenth stamp released in the 
Transportation Series. It was jointly 
issued with the 10.1¢ Oil Wagon coil 
stamp on April 18, 1985, in Oil Center, 
New Mexico. The USPS selected Oil 
Center-a small town about 20 miles 
southwest of Hobbs, New Mexico-as 
the first-day city because the town's 
name had an obvious relationship with 
the subject of the new I 0.1 ¢ stamp. 
However, the first-day location had no 
relevance to the Pushcart design. 

The 12.5¢ stamp shows a side view 
of a typical pushcart from the 1880s. 
During the late 19th century and the 
early 20th century, 2-wheeled pushcarts 
were a common site on the streets of 
large, eastern United States cities, such 
as New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. 
Vendors used the vehicles to transport 

Coil wrapper label 
from a roll of 500 precanceled 

12.5¢ Pushcart stamps 

their goods-fruits, vegetables, house
ware, hardware, and clothing-from 
the dock or warehouse to the busy 
sidewalks and streets. Often, the carts 
were fitted with umbrellas to provide 
shade and some protection from the 
weather. Even today, pushcarts are 
common sights on the sidewalks of 
some cities, where street vendors sell 
hot and cold food and beverages to pe
destrians. 

The 12.5¢ Pushcart coil stamp was 
produced in a precanceled version and 
a tagged version. 

The precanceled version was over
printed with a single-line "Bulk Rate" 
service indicator between two hor
izontal bars. It was produced in coils of 
500 and 3,000 stamps. The precanceled 
12.5¢ stamp paid the basic per-piece 
rate for presorted third-class bulk mail. 
The 12.5¢ rate became effective on 
February 17, 1985, when it increased 
from II¢, which was paid by the pre
canceled I I¢ Caboose coil stamp. The 
12.5¢ rate continued until April 3, 
1988, when the rate increased to 16.7¢. 
The USPS permitted mailers to use 
12.5¢ Pushcart coil stamps with the 
black "Bulk Rate" overprint as false 
franking for the increased rate until 
October 9, 1988, with the difference 
paid at the time of mailing. By the time 
the false-franking privileges expired, 
the USPS had issued the 16.7¢ Popcorn 



Wagon coil to pay the new rate. 
The tagged version of the 12.5¢ 

Pushcart was originally printed from 
sleeve I and only issued in rolls of 500 
stamps. At the time of its release, it met 
no postal need, and was issued solely 
for stamp collectors. However, just two 
weeks prior to the announced philatelic 
withdrawal of the precanceled and 
tagged versions of the 12.5¢ Pushcart 
coil on April 30, 1989, collectors dis
covered that tagged stamps printed 
from sleeve 2 existed. The stamps had 
been produced in rolls of 3,000 stamps 
for a Reader's Digest sweepstakes pro
motional mailing that used two 12.5¢ 
stamps to meet the 25¢ first-class Jetter 
rate. The late discovery prompted the 
Postal Service to postpone the with
drawal of the tagged 12.5¢ Pushcart 
stamp to avoid creating a philatelic rar
ity. Following the postponement of the 

withdrawal, the tagged 12.5¢ Pushcart 
stamps from sleeve 2 were made avail
able by mail from the Philatelic Sales 
Division in Kansas City, Missouri. 
These were the first tagged decimal
denominated United States stamps pro
duced in coils of 3,000 stamps. 

The precanceled 12.5¢ Pushcart coil 
stamps with the black "Bulk Rate" 
overprint were removed-as originally 
scheduled-from philatelic sale on 
April 30, 1989, but the tagged 12.5¢ 
Pushcart stamps remained on sale until 
October 31, 1990. 

STAf ~~os . i l:io 
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USPS 1\iil5 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3, 000 
tagged 12.5¢ Pushcart stamps from sleeve 2 

Transportation Series Stamps, 12.5¢ 

1 n2.s-1 
Plate 1 41243-1 

Rolls of 500 (Dark Olive- Paper Type II) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 27, 1985 

To Press ........................ Mar. 25, 1985 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 15, 1987 

Impressions ...................... 1 ,812,056* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 414,423t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 23, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 3.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,624,112 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." This total 
includes the production of tagged and 
precanceled stamps. 

t The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
calulated this number from the total 
number of 500-stamp rolls of tagged 
12.5¢ Pushcart stamps shipped to the 
USPS from the REP. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

500 
t::.'j 12 511: .0 i$ • 0 

v.> . VI 

~ STAMPS ~ 
'=::'t. BULK RATE ,..a 
''l $62.50 ? 

©USPS 1985 

Coil wrapper label 
from a roll of 500 tagged 
12.5¢ Pushcart stamps 
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1112.5-1 p 

Plate 1 4 I 243- I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See the production data for Tl2.5-l. 

To Press ........................ Mar. 28, I 985 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 22, I986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 D 

Paper Type II (Dark Olive) 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.75 D 
Imperforate [4L] (PS9) 750.00 D 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) ...................... 12.00 D 
7R (PS12) ··················· 11.00 D 
8R (PS13) .................... 11.00 D 
9R (PS14) ................... 14.50 D 
PS5 not showing gap ., .. 3.75 D 

Paper Type I 
(Dark Olive on gaps 9L, 8L, 7L, 6L, and 5L; 

Light Olive on gaps /OR and 11 R) 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................... $ 4.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.75 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

9L (PS13) .................... 14.50 c=J 
8L (PS12) ...................... 9.00 c=J 
7L (PS 1 I) .................... I 2.00 c=J 
6L (PSI 0) .................... I 1.50 c=J 
5L (PS9) ........................ 9.50 c=J 
lOR (PSIS) ................... N. A. c=J 
IIR (PSI6) .................. 10.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 5.00 c=J 

2-120 

Paper Type III (Light Olive) 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 8.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gap 

lOR (PS15) ................. 12.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 8.50 c=J 

Paper Type lila (Dark Olive) 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................. $ 11.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 11.75 c=J 

np o 1ve S5) ........... 12.00 c=J St . f fi (P 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

12L (PS16) ................... N. A. c=J 
11L(PSI5) ................... N.A. c=J 
lOL (PSI4) .................. 18.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 12.00 c=J 

1112.5-2 

Plate 2 177784-2 

Rolls of 3,000 
(Light Olive- Paper Type /II) 

Assigned ····'·················· Feb. 12, 1987 
To Press .......................... Aug. 8, 1988 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 129,230t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 15, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

t The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
calulated this number from the total 
number of 3,000-stamp rolls of tagged 
12.5¢ Pushcart stamps shipped to the 
USPS from the BEP. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I 112.5-2P 

Plate 2 177784-2 

Rolls of 3,000 
(Light Olive - Paper Type l/1) 

See the production data for Tl2.5-2. 

To Press ........................ Nov. 22, 1987 

May 1988 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 29, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.60 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

IIL(PSI5) ·················· 11.00 D 
IOL(PSI4) .................... 9.50 c=J 
9L (PS13) .................... 12.50 c=J 
8L (PS12) .................... 11.00 c=J 
7L (PSI1) ...................... 9.50 c=J 
6L (PSI 0) ...................... 8.00 c=J 
IIR(PSI6) .................. 12.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 3.60 D 



13¢ Patrol 
Wagon 

Designer ........................ Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Art Director ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................ Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Patrol Wagon 1880s 
USA 

13~~ 

Issue date ................ October 29, 1988 
Anaheim, California 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ... Black and red (precancel) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type ................................... none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 ............................ 7972A 
Roll of 3,000 ......................... 7973A 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 

On October 29, 1988, the 13¢ Patrol 
Wagon stamp was released in An
aheim, California. It was the fiftieth 
stamp issued in the Transportation Se
ries. A first-day ceremony was held at 
the Disneyland Hotel, starting the sec
ond day of the International Stamp and 
Postal History Exposition. This show 
hosted the thirty-third annual conven
tion of the American First Day Cover 
Society (AFDCS). 

The stamp shows a police patrol 
wagon from the 1880s, which was 
pulled by horses, and featured a canopy 
to shade the officers. This type of ve
hicle was first used in Chicago, Illinois, 
in the autumn of 1879. William J. 
McGarigle, the then current general 
superintendent of the Chicago Police 
Department, is credited with the de
velopment of the patrol wagon. This 
type of vehicle, in combination with the 
newly-introduced telephone and comer 
patrol-boxes, provided an effective 
system for getting police to where they 
were urgently needed. It was also used 
to transport police officers to and from 
their daily beats. 

Design credits for the 13¢ Patrol 
Wagon stamp were assigned to Joe 
Brockert, the stamp's project manager 
for the USPS. No original artwork was 
required for this design. Instead, 
Brockert supplied the Bureau of En
graving and Printing (BEP) with an en
graved illustration of a patrol wagon 
from a reference book by Don H. 
Berkebile entitled Carriage Ter
minology: An Historical Dictionary. 
The illustration originally appeared in 
a publication called The Carriage 
Monthly, Volume 21, 1885-1886, il
lustration plate 50. The only mod
ification of the illustration was the re
moval of two vertical rods at the front 
of the wagon, where the horses would 
be attached. 

The 13¢ Patrol Wagon was only is
sued as an untagged, service-inscribed 
(precanceled) stamp in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. This was in accordance 
with a USPS policy set earlier in 1988, 

Transportation Series Stamps, 13¢ 

which stated that service-inscribed 
stamps would no longer be produced in 
tagged versions for collectors needs. A 
two-line, "Presorted I First-Class" ser
vice inscription appears in red ink on 
the stamp. 

The 13¢ denomination met the sin
gle-piece rate for first-class postcards 
that were presorted by the first three or 
five digits of the ZIP code, and mailed 
in quantities. The 13¢ rate for this class 
of mail went into effect on April 3, 
1988. The new rate marked a 1¢ in
crease from the previous rate, which 
was paid by the precanceled 12¢ Stan
ley Steamer coil stamp. The 13¢ rate 
continued until February 3, 1991, when 
the basic presort rate increased to 17¢. 
The USPS permitted mailers to use the 
13¢ Patrol Wagon coil stamp as false 
franking for the increased rate until 
March 1,1992, with the difference paid 
at the time of mailing. 

The 13¢ Patrol Wagon coil stamp was 
removed from philatelic sale on August 
31, 1991. 

IT13-1P 

Plate 1 180849-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 1, 1988 

To Press .......................... Oct. 8, 1988 
Dec. 18, 1988 
Feb. 11, 1989 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 
Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 14, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 D 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.40 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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13.2¢ Coal Car 

Designer ................. Richard Schlecht 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ........... Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering ................. Michael J. Ryan 
BEP 

Coal Car 1870s 
1.3.2 
USA 

Issue date ..................... July 19, 1988 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (701) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ....................... Dark green 
and red (precancel only) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: ..... 500; 3,000; and 10,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 ............................ 7957 A 
Roll of 3,000 ......................... 7958A 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 

2-122 

The 13.2¢ Coal Car coil stamp was 
the forty-second stamp released in the 
Transportation Series. It was issued in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on July 19, 
1988. The first-day ceremony was held 
at the Mellon Science Center of Du
quesne University. Pittsburgh was se
lected as the first-day-of-issue city be
cause it sits above the vast Pittsburgh 
Coal Bed. This coal resource allowed 
Pittsburgh to become a leading in
dustrial city. 

The stamp features a loaded coal car 
sitting on a section of rail. Richard 
Schlecht of Arlington, Virginia, based 
his design for this stamp on a photo
graph of an 1873 coal car manufactured 
by the Billmyer and Small Company of 
York, Pennsylvania. 

Implementation of coal cars in the 
mid-19th century significantly im
proved the productivity of the Amer
ican coal mining industry. Prior to us
ing coal cars, children and mules 
typically carried the coal from the mine 
to the surface. The coal cars, however, 
were still manually loaded with coal 
until the 1920s, when mechanical de
vices were introduced. 

The 13.2¢ Coal Car was only issued 
as an untagged, service-inscribed (pre
canceled) stamp in rolls of 500; 3,000; 
and I 0,000 stamps. This was in ac
cordance with a USPS policy set earlier 
in 1988, which stated that service
inscribed stamps would no longer be 
produced in tagged versions for col
lectors. A single-line, "Bulk Rate" ser
vice inscription appears in red ink on 
the stamp. 

The 13.2¢ denomination met the rate 
for third-class bulk mail that was pre
sorted by the first five digits of the ZIP 
code. The 13.2¢ rate for this class of 
mail went into effect on April 3, 1988. 
The new rate marked a 3.1¢ increase 
from the previous rate, which was paid 
by the 10.1 ¢ Oil Wagon stamp with the 
black "Bulk Rate" precancel. The 
13.2¢ rate continued through February 
3, 1991, when the new rate structure 
took effect. The USPS authorized 

mailers to use the 13.2¢ Coal Car coil 
stamp as false franking for the new 
presorted bulk rates until September 9, 
1991, with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. 

All three roll sizes of the 13.2¢ Coal 
Car coil stamp were removed from 
philatelic sale on August 31, 1991. 

1 na.2-1 
Plate 1 180403-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... June 15, 1988 

To Press ........................ June 28, 1988 
July 1988 

Aug. 22, 1988 
Oct. 14, 1989 
Dec. 5, 1988 
Feb. 7, 1989 

Sept. 1989 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 11, 1989 

Impressions ...................... 1 ,980,250* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 35,644,500 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 13, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c=J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,960,500 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.15 $ 2.45 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 c=J 
Imperforate ................... 850.00 c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 4.00 [=:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



I T13.2-2 

Plate 2 184139-2 

Rolls of 3,000 and I 0,000 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 25, 1989 

To Press .......................... Oct. 2, 1989 
Nov. 1, 1989 
Apr. 3, 1990 

Aug. 17, 1990 
Oct. 1990 .a. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 20, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

.a. The BEP erroneously reported this 
''To Press" date for sleeve 180403-1, 
which was canceled in 1989. 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions forthis 
printing sleeve. 

Paper Type Illb 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.50 $2.60 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.25 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,500.00 CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Illn 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3.50 CJ 
fl""' Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 CJ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 CJ 
~ Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 13.2¢ 

This coil wrapper label, which is from a roll of 3,000 13.2¢ Coal Car 
stamps, was printed in pale gray ink. 

~ 1 <II() 

~ 13.2$ 0 
~ U\ £f) 

e STAMPS -J 
~ 

~ $1320.00 ('\ 

~ 
I'~ •· 

CO USf':.) 1D38 ·) 

PRECANCELLf.D 

This coil wrapper label is from a roll of 10,000 13.2¢ Coal Car stamps. 
It was printed in plum ink on white uncoated paper and glued to a 
182mm diameter cardboard disk that supported the large roll when 
packaged. 
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14¢ Iceboat 
(Cottrell Press) 

Designer ................. William H. Bond 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ........................ Esther Porter 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Ieeboat 1880s 

Issue date ................. March 23, 1985 
Rochester, New York (ROPEX) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ................... Cottrell Press (80 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Uoint line at right) 

Ink color ..................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 ............................... 0785 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ... February 28, 1989 
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The 14¢ Iceboat coil stamp was is
sued on March 23, 1985, in Rochester, 
New York. The stamp was released at 
a first-day ceremony at ROPEX, the 
annual stamp exposition sponsored by 
the Rochester Philatelic Association. It 
was the fifteenth stamp added to the 
Transportation Series. 

The stamp features an iceboat that is 
typical of those used in the United 
States during the 1880s. An iceboat is 
a small, speedy craft that uses a sail to 
propel it across frozen lakes, rivers, and 
canals. Its narrow hull is fastened to a 
crosspiece or runner plank, with steel 
outriggers placed at each end. A steer
ing rudder is positioned either at the 
bow or the stern, and a single mast 
supports one or two sails. Dutch settlers 
are credited with bringing iceboating to 
America. It is believed that the first 
iceboat in the United States was built by 
Oliver Booth in 1790. 

Today in the United States, the sport 
of iceboating is found mainly in the 
Great Lakes region and in areas of the 
Northeast. Iceboat racing is the fastest 
of all winter sports; many boats can ex
ceed 100 miles per hour. They are 

This coil wrapper label, which is 
printed in pale blue ink, is from a 
roll of 500 14¢ Iceboat stamps 
printed from the pairing of plates 3 
and 4 on the Cottrell press. 

ing sleeve for the B press (70 I) using a 
transfer roll made from the original 
master die of the Iceboat design. 

Although the same master die was 
used for the 14¢ Iceboat printed on the 
Cottrell presses and the later B-press 
version, several characteristics dis
tinguish the stamps from the different 
presses. 

The most obvious difference is in the 
phosphor tagging, which is applied to 
the surface of the printed stamp. Tag-

classified by design and sail area. Dur- · ging activates the Postal Service's au- ~ 

ing races, boats of similar size compete. 
Races in North America are conducted 
according to rules established by the 
National Iceboat Authority. The Ice 
Yacht Challenge Pennant of America, 
the principal competition in the sport, 
was inaugurated in 1881 by the New 
Hamburgh (New York) Ice Yacht 
Club. 

The stamp was issued to meet the 
new 14¢ first-class postcard rate, which 
went into effect on February 17, 1985. 
This rate increased to 15¢ on April 3, 
1988. 

In 1986, additional supplies of a 14¢ 
coil stamp were required to meet the 
continuing first-class postcard rate. 
However, the Cottrell presses that orig
inally printed the 14¢ Iceboat coil had 
been discontinued by the BEP in No
vember 1985. To continue using the 
same design, the BEP prepared a print-

tomatic facer/canceler equipment. 
Tagging was applied to the Cottrell 
version of the 14¢ Iceboat stamp in a 
manner that covers the entire surface of 
the stamp. This type of tagging is re
ferred to as overall tagging. In contrast, 
the B-press version has a rectangle of 
tagging, which is generally centered on 
the stamp. Therefore, the gutters be
tween the B-press tagging rectangles 
are left untagged. This type of tagging 
is referred to as block tagging. 

Another difference makes numbered 
strips from the two versions easily dis
cernible. All of the coils printed on the 
Cottrell presses exhibit a joint line to 
the right of the numbered stamp, which 
shows where the two semi-cylindrical 
plates met to form the cylindrical 
printing surface. The B-press version 
does not exhibit this characteristic be
cause it was printed using a seamless 



printing sleeve. 
Although it is more difficult to notice, 

the printed image of the Cottrell-press 
version is approximately 0.5 millimeter 

wider than the B-press version. The 

stamp image on the Cottrell-press ver

sion is slightly wider because images on 
the plate were horizontally stretched 

during the curving of the soft steel 
printing plates into their eventual semi
cylindrical shape. This stretching does 
not occur during the production of B

press printing sleeves because the 

sleeve is in a cylindrical shape before 

the images are entered onto the sleeve. 

Because the Cottrell presses used 
paired printing plates to form the print
ing surface, two different plate numbers 

appear on a roll of stamps from these 
presses. The numbers alternate at 24-
stamp intervals. In the case of the 14¢ 

Iceboat coil, these numbers are 1 paired 

with 2, and 3 paired with 4-the only 

plates used to print this stamp on the 

Cottrells even though six plates were 
prepared. In contrast, the B-press ver
sion only has a single sleeve number (2) 
that repeats at 52-stamp intervals. (For 

more information about the B-press 

version of the 14¢ Iceboat, see page 2-
127.) 

The Cottrell-press version of the 14¢ 
Iceboat stamp was removed from phil
atelic sale on February 28, 1989. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 14¢ 

IL....-T_14_-1 __ ~_EJ_~___.c I IL....-T_14_-2 __ ~_EJ_~____.oc I 
Plate 1 41166-I 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press ........................ Feb. 15, 1985 

Feb. 16, 1985 

July 13, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 319,322 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,747,796 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 28, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.75 $ 1.85 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.10 c::::::::J 
Strip offive (PS5) ............. 2.55 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 575.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error ................ N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 2.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 c::::::::J 
Strip offive (PS5) ............. 3.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type lila 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ N. A. c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ N. A. c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 2 41167-2 

Paired with Plate I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press ........................ Feb. 15, 1985 

Feb. 16. 1985 

July 13, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 319,322 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,747,796 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 20, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.75 $ 1.85 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.10 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.55 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 575.00 CJ 
Untagged Error ................ N. A. CJ 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. CJ 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 2. 10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type lila 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ N. A. CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ N. A. c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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IL...-.,T_14_-3 ___ ~____.' I I T14-4 ~I 
Plate 3 41168-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press ........................ Apr. 15, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 191 ,925 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,454,650 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 13, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.90 $2.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.65 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: An inconsistent doubling of the 
printed image, caused by set-off from 
the chill roller; is found on many posi
tions of some rolls from plates 3 and 4 
of the 14¢ Iceboat. For more in
formation, see William H. Hatton, 
Linn's Stamp News, September 8, 
1986. An estimated value for a PS5 
showing this variety is not currently 
available. 

t}St\ 

14 
Detail of "chill roller'' doubling 
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Plate 4 41169-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned .......................... Jan. 9, 1985 

To Press ........................ Apr. 15, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 191 ,925 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,454,650 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 31, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.90 $ 2.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.65 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

Note: See the "chill roller" note and 
illustration under T14-3. 

Plate 5 41244-5 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled .................................. N. A.* 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation of this printing sleeve. 

Plate 6 41245-6 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. Feb. 1985 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled .................................. N. A.* 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

* The BEP has not reported the can

cellation of this printing sleeve. 



14¢ Iceboat 
(B Press) 

Designer ................. William H. Bond 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ........................ Esther Porter 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chacon as 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date ........... September 30, 1986 
Washington, DC (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process ············~······· Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 1) 

Plate size .... .. .... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ..................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size ....................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 .............................. N785 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 30, 1989 

The B-press version of the 14¢ Ice
boat is the twenty-seventh coil stamp 
issued in the Transportation Series. It 
was issued without notice on Sep
tember 30, 1986, at the philatelic sales 
counter at USPS headquarters in 
Washington, DC. The 14¢ de
nomination met the first-class postcard 
rate, which was in effect since February 
17, 1985. 

The Cottrell presses that originally 
printed the 14¢ Iceboat coil stamps 
were decommissioned in November 
1985. Following the dismantling of the 
Cottrell presses, supplies of the Iceboat 
stamp dwindled, but the need for a 14¢ 
coil continued. This forced the pro
duction of the 14¢ Iceboat to be trans
ferred to the B press in 1986. 

The 14¢ Iceboat was the second 
Transportation Series design moved 
from the Cottrell press to the B press 
without requiring re-engraving. (Of all 
the stamps moved from the Cottrell to 
the B press, only the stamps with orig
inal designs that measured more than 
.73 inches were re-engraved.) The first 
stamp to be moved from the Cottrell 
press to the B press without being re
engraved was the 8.3¢ Ambulance coil 
stamp. 

The same master die that was used to 
make the plates for the Cottrell presses 
was also used to make the printing 
sleeves for the B press. This was pos
sible because the 14¢ Iceboat was orig
inally designed and engraved for pro
duction on the B press. However, 
initial production of the 14¢ Iceboat 
was diverted in 1985 to the Cottrell 
presses to allow the BEP to print the 
22¢ Flag coils (which met the new 
first-class letter rate) on the faster B 
press. As with the Cottrell-press ver
sion of the 14¢ Iceboat, the B-press 
version was produced as a tagged stamp 
in rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps. (A 
detailed description of the Cottrell
press version of the 14¢ Iceboat coil 
stamp begins on page 2-124.) 

Although the production transfer did 
not require any design changes or re-

Transportation Series Stamps, 14¢ 

A horizontally-cut example of a 14¢ 
Iceboat stamp (at top) from the Cot
trell press is overlaid on the 8-press 
version of the stamp (at bottom) to 
show the approximate % millimeter 
difference in the printed image width 
from the two presses. 

engraving, the Cottrell and B-press 
versions of the 14¢ Iceboat are not 
identical. 

The most obvious difference is in the 
phosphor tagging, which is applied to 
the surface of the printed stamp. Tag
ging activates the Postal Service's au
tomatic facer/canceler equipment. 
Tagging was applied to the Cottrell 
version of the 14¢ Iceboat stamp in a 
manner that covers the entire surface of 
the stamp. This type of tagging is re
ferred to as overall tagging. In contrast, 
the B-press version has a rectangle of 
tagging, which is generally centered on 
the stamp. Therefore, the gutters be
tween the B-press tagging rectangles 
are left untagged. This type of tagging 
is referred to as block tagging. 

One difference makes numbered 
strips from the two versions easily dis
cernible. All of the coils printed on the 
Cottrell presses exhibit a joint line to 
the right of the numbered stamp, which 
shows where the two semi-cylindrical 
plates met to form the cylindrical print
ing surface. The B-press version does 
not exhibit this characteristic because it 
was printed using a seamless printing 
sleeve. 
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Although it is more difficult to no
tice, the printed image from the B press 
is approximately 114 millimeter nar
rower than the Cottrell-press image. 
This occurred because of the different 
processes used to manufacture the 
printing surface for each type of press. 
The Cottrell-press plates were pro
duced by entering impressions of the 
stamp image on flat pieces of steel, 
which were then curved to produce the 
semi-cylindrical plates that were paired 
for printing. As the flat pieces of steel 
were bent to form the curved printing 
plates, the images in the steel were 
slightly stretched. This stretching did 
not occur in the manufacturing of the 
printing sleeves for the B press because 
the printing sleeve was already in a cy
lindrical shape when the images were 
entered. 

Because the Cottrell presses used 
paired printing plates to form the print
ing surface, two different plate numbers 
appear on a roll of stamps from these 
presses. The numbers alternate at 24-
stamp intervals. In the case of the 14¢ 
Iceboat coil, these numbers are I pair 
with 2, and 3 paired with 4-the only 
plates used to print this stamp on the 
Cottrells even though six plates were 
prepared. In contrast, the B-press ver
sion only has a single sleeve number (2) 
that repeats at 52-stamp intervals. 

The USPS did not dedicate the re
lease of this stamp with an official 
first-day ceremony. Charles Yeager, 
Washington correspondent for Linn's 
Stamp News, was the only person re
ported to have prepared covers for un
official first-day cancellations when the 
stamps were first found at the philatelic 
counter of L'Enfant Plaza post office 
on September 30, 1986. To date, no 
cacheted covers with philatelic cancels 
have been reported. 

Following the increase of the first
class postcard rate from 14¢ to 15¢ on 
April 3, 1988, both versions of the 14¢ 
Iceboat coil were withdrawn from phil
atelic sale. The Cottrell-press version 
was removed on February 28, 1989. 
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The B-press version was removed four 
months later, on June 30, 1989. 

Plate 1 176146-I 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Mar. 3, 1986 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

I T14(B)-2 

Plate 2 176186-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

[iDOl I 

Assigned ...................... Mar. I 0, 1986 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ............... 3,765,154t 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 30, 1986 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 
t The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
calculated this number from the total 
number of B-press 14¢ Iceboat stamps 
shipped to the USPS from the BEP. 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.00 $3.15 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ........... unknown 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................... $ 4.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type I 

Roll size unknown 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................. $ I 1.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 11.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 12.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



15¢ Tugboat 

Designer ................. Richard Schlecht 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 
Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 

BEP 

Tugboat1900s 
USA 

15 

Issue date ..................... July 12, 1988 
Long Beach, California 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .... .. .... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ................. Purple (PMS 267) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging types: .......... Block or Overall 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 ............................... 0963 
Roll of 3,000 ............................ 0964 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 

The 15¢ Tugboat was the forty-first 
coil stamp added to the Transportation 
Series. It was released in a first-day 
ceremony on July 12, 1988, aboard the 
retired ocean liner Queen Mary, which 
is permanently moored at Long Beach, 
California. Long Beach was selected 
as the first-day city because tugboats 
are extensively used in Los Angeles 
area harbors, assisting more than 7,000 
ships annually. 

The 15¢ Tugboat was originally 
scheduled to be issued on September 
14, 1988, but its release was accelerated 
when supplies of the 15¢ Flag coil 
stamp from the Americana Series and 
the 15¢ Oliver Wendell Holmes coil 
stamp from the Prominent Americans 
Series were depleted sooner than ex
pected after the postcard rate increased 
to 15¢. 

The stamp features a tugboat that is 
representative of the types used during 
the first decade of the 20th century. It 
characteristically displays a prominent 
single smokestack and a well-guarded 
hull. Richard Schlecht, the artist for 
this issue, based the design on historical 
photographs supplied by the Smith
sonian Institution. 

Tugboats are small powerful boats 
that are considered the work horses of 
the harbor. These agile boats are com
monly used to assist larger ships with 
docking and departing. They are also 
frequently used to tow barges, rescue 
ships in distress, do salvage work, or 
assist in ship refueling. 

The 15¢ denomination of the Tug
boat coil stamp met the first-class post
card rate that became effective on April 
3, 1988. The 15¢ postcard rate con
tinued until February 3, 1991, when the 
rate increased to 19¢. The Tugboat coil 
stamp could also be used in multiples to 
conveniently meet other rates. Be
tween April 3, 1988, and February 3, 
1991, a strip of three 15¢ Tugboat 
stamps could be used to pay the 45¢ 
postage on first-class letters weighing 
between one and two ounces, or on in
ternational airmail letters weighing less 

Transportation Series Stamps, 15¢ 

than ih ounce. When the international 
airmail rates increased Qn February 3, 
1991, a strip of three 15¢ Tugboat 
stamps could be used to pay the 45¢ 
postage for each additional 1/2 ounce 
over the first ounce. 

The 15¢ Tugboat stamp exists with 
two types of phosphor tagging-block 
tagging and overall tagging. Tagging is 
applied to the surface of the printed 
stamp to activate the Postal Service's 
automatic facer/canceler equipment. 

Block tagging is the philatelic term 
for tagging that is applied to the stamp 
in the shape of a rectangle, which is 
generally centered on the stamp. This 
type of tagging leaves untagged areas 
on the top, bottom, and both sides of the 
tagging rectangle (or block). All of the 
Tugboat stamps printed from sleeve I 
have block tagging. The initial pro
duction from sleeve 2 also has block 
tagging. 

Overall tagging is the philatelic term 
for tagging that is applied in a manner 
that covers the entire surface of the 
stamp. During use of sleeve 2, the 
BEP's tagging methods changed to 
overall tagging. Therefore, Tugboat 
stamps from the late production runs of 
sleeve 2, exhibit overall tagging 

Stamps printed from sleeve I, which 
only have block tagging, were pro
cessed into rolls of 500 and 3,000 
stamps. Stamps printed from sleeve 2 
exist in both tagging varieties on rolls 
of 500 and 3,000 stamps. 
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I T15-1 

Plate 1 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) 180068-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type lll) 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 20, 1988 

To Press ........................ May 22, 1988 

June l, 1988 

Canceled ....................... June 25, 1989 

Impressions ......................... 674,250* 

Maximum PNCs ................ 12, 136,500 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 20, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 C=:J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,348,500 impressions 
for 468 subjects per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.45 $ 1.80 C=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.35 C=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.75 C=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A constant plate flaw, which ap
pears as two triangular marks, exists at 
the 1 R position of some rolls from sleeve 
1 of the 15¢ Tugboat. One mark is at the 
top of the "1 " in the denomination. The 
other mark appears to the left of the 
numeral. An estimated value for a PS5 
showing this variety is not currently 
available. 

• • • • 
USA 

15 
Damaged "1" at position 1 R 

1 ns-2blk 

Plate 2 - Block Tagging 
(B Press) 182634-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 21, 1989 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ......................... N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 27, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

This cover shows a strip of three block tagged 15¢ Tugboat stamps (with a plate number 2 on the right stamp) paying 
the fee for the second half-ounce of this international airmail letter to Iran. The postmark is dated February 22, 1994, ~ 
from San Francisco, California. (Cover from the collection of Richard L. Beecher.) 
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Paper Type III 

Rolls of SOO and 3,000 

used 

Single (PSI) .. $ !.SO 

mint 

$2.10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.80 CJ 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 3.20 CJ 
Imperforatet .................... N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error (PSS) .... 120.00 CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

* Imperforate strips exist from printer's 
waste. 

Paper Type IIIb 

Rolls of SOO and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3.2S CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.7S CJ 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 4.2S CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

\ T15-2ot 

Plate 2 - Overall Tagging* 
(B Press) 182634-2 

Rolls of SOO and 3,000 

See the production data for Tl5-2blk. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 9, 1990 

Used on Cover ............... $ S.OO CJ 

* Two types of overall tagging exist on 
this issue. Each type exhibits regular, 
vertical tagging breaks. On one type, 
the position of the tagging breaks 

remains constant (with regards to the 
plate number) throughout the roll. On 
the other type, which is referred to as a 
"creeper," the position of the tagging 
break moves approximately 1.2Smm to 
the right with each successive 
appearance. 

Paper Type IIIb 

Rolls of SOO and 3,000 
(stationary tagging breaks) 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.00 $3.10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 CJ 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 3.80 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

IlL (PSIS) ..................... 8.00 CJ 
2R (PS7) ....................... 7.SO c::::::J 
3R (PS8) ....................... 8.SO CJ 
PSS with untagged 

stripe at top ................ S.OO CJ 
PSS with untagged 

stripe at bottom .......... S.OO c::::::J 

Paper Type IIIn 

Rolls of SOO and 3,000 
(stationary and creeper tagging breaks) 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3. 7S CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.2S CJ 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 4.SO CJ 
Strip of five (PSS) showing 

tagging break ................ S.OO CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

IlL* (PSIS) .................. N. A. D 
PSS with untagged 

stripe at top ................ 6.00 D 
PSS with untagged 

stripe at bottom .......... 6.00 c::::::J 
"Creeper" typet .......... N. A. c::::::J 

* This tagging break location is 
constant throughout the roll. 

t This tagging type has a break that 
moves approximately 1.2Smm to the 
right with each successive appearance, 

Transportation Series Stamps, 15¢ 

which yields about four different 
positions in a roll of 3,000 stamps. All 
tagging break positions are possible. 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of SOO and 3,000 
(stationary tagging breaks) 

mint 

Single (PS 1) .................. $ 6.2S CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PSS) ............. 7.SO c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

IlL (PSIS) ................... 10.00 CJ 
PSS with untagged 

stripe at top ................ 9.00 c=J 
PSS with untagged 

stripe at bottom .......... 9.00 c=J 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 15¢ Tugboat stamps. 
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16.7¢ Popcorn 
Wagon 

Designer ........................... Lou Nolan 
McLean, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 
Lettering .................... Dennis Brown 

I 'ope! wnWagon 
16.7 USA 190:? 

BEP 

Issue date .......................... July 7, 1988 
Chicago, Illinois 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... .52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ........ Red (PMS I 86U) and 
black service inscription (PMS 70IB) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .................................. none 

Roll sizes: ..... 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 ............................ 7960A 
Roll of 3,000 ......................... 7961 A 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31 , 1991 
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The 16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon stamp 
was issued on July 7, 1988, in a cer
emony held at the State of Illinois Cen
ter in Chicago, Illinois. This was the 
fortieth stamp added to the trans
portation Series. 

The stamp shows a side view of a 
1902 model of the C. Cretors & Com
pany No. I Wagon. Charles C. Cretors, 
the manufacturer of the wagon on the 
stamp, is considered the father of the 
modem popcorn business. In 1885, 
Cretors started manufacturing steam
powered peanut roasters that also han
dled coffee, popcorn, and chestnuts. 
Unlike other vendors that produced dry, 

unevenly cooked popcorn by holding a 
wire basket over an open flame, Cre
tors' machines popped com in a mixture 
of one-third clarified butter, two-thirds 
lard, and salt-a blend that could with
stand the 450° temperature required to 
pop the kernels without producing 
much smoke. 

In 1893, Cretors introduced the No. 
I, his first popcorn wagon. It was a 
completely self-contained unit that 
could go wherever it was needed. If 
people were not buying at one location, 
the No. I could simply be moved to a 
better spot. 

Cretors' wagons were meticulously 
handcrafted with eye-catching elements 
such as bright red paint with gilt ac
cents, copper tanks, brass trim and tub
ing, and beveled-edged French plate 
glass. Another appealing feature was 
the "Tosty Rosty Man," a small red
suited mechanical clown that cranked 
the tumbler full of peanuts. Tosty Rosty 
was powered by a small steam engine 
that also turned the agitator that stirred 
the com as it was cooking. The small 
clown was retained as a standard fixture 
on all Cretors wagons, and has become 
sort of a company trademark. (The 
Tosty Rosty clown is depicted on the 
stamp under the left side of the can
opy.) 

Following a new USPS policy, the 
16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon stamp was the 
first precancled stamp not to have a 

tagged, non-precanceled version for 
stamp collectors. It was only produced 
as an untagged, service-inscribed stamp 
in coils of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 
stamps. The "Bulk Rate" service in
scription, which runs vertically along 
the left side of the stamp, was printed in 
black from the same printing sleeve that 
printed the red vignette. 

The 16.7¢ denomination of the Pop
com Wagon coil stamp met the basic 
per-piece rate for presorted third-class 
bulk mail. The 16.7¢ rate became ef
fective on April 3, 1988, when it in
creased from 12.5¢ (which was paid by 
the precanceled 12.5¢ Pushcart coil 
stamp). The 16.7¢ bulk mail rate con
tinued until February 3, 1991, when the 
basic rate was increased to 19.8¢. The 
USPS permitted mailers to use the 
16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon stamp as false 
franking for the increased third-class 
bulk rates through September 9, 1991, 
with the difference paid at the time of 

mailing. 
All three roll sizes of the 16.7¢ Pop

corn Wagon stamp were withdrawn on 
August 31, 1991. 

500 
{? 16.7~ i STAMPS VI 

~-BULK RATE ~ 
·~ $83.50 'l>j 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
16. 7¢ Popcorn Wagon stamps 



Transportation Series Stamps, 16.7¢ 

ln&.7-1 ~~~1 lns.7-2 ~~~1 Paper Type IIIb 

Rolls of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 

Plate 1 180276-1 Plate 2 183876-2 
used mint 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... May 25, 1988 

To Press ........................ June 20, 1988 
Aug. 16, 1988 
Sept. 20, 1988 
Feb.27, 1989 
Mar. 28, 1989 

Apr. I, 1989 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 25, 1989 

Impressions ...................... I ,514,650* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 27,263,700 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 22, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 c::::::::J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 3,029,300 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Imperf/miscut (PS6) .. 2,200.00 c::::::::J 
,.,.. Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Rolls of 3,000 and I 0,000 

Assigned ........................ Aug. 9, 1989 

To Press ........................ Aug. 23, 1989 
Oct. 1990 

Canceled ........................ Apr. 30, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 421 ,281 * 

Maximum PNCs ................. 7,583,058 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 30, 1990 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 842,561 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.50 $ 3.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.70 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type IIIn 

Rolls of 500; 3,000; and 10,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 6.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.25 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

This coil wrapper label is from a roll of 10,000 16.7¢ Popcorn Wagon 
stamps. It was printed in plum ink on white uncoated paper and 
glued to a 182mm cardboard disk that supported the large roll when 
packaged. 

2-133 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

17¢ Electric Auto 

Designer ..................... Chuck Jaquays 
Woodbridge, Virginia 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Inscriptions ............ Thomas J. Bakos 

Tagged 

Electric Auto 1917 

Precanceled 
(Type A overprint shown) 

BEP 

Issue dates: 
Tagged ....................... June 25, I 98 I 

Greenfield Village, Dearborn, MI 
(no ceremony) 

Precanceled ............ November, 1981 
Nationwide (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(801, 802, 803, and 804) 
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Plate size . . . . .. . . . . 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color ......................... Ultramarine 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .......................... Overall 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ............. 100; 500; and 3,000 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 100) ................ 0769 
Tagged (roll of 500) ................ 0767 
Precanceled 

(roll size not specified) ........ 767P 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Tagged (rolls of 1 00) ... Apr. 30, 1987 
Tagged (rolls of 500) ... Oct. 31, 1987 
Precanceled ................. Jun. 30, 1987 

The second stamp issued in the 
Transportation Series shows a I 9 I 7 
Detroit Electric coupe. This electrically 
powered car could travel up to 60 miles 
on a single charge. 

The tagged version of this stamp was 
issued to meet the first-class, addi
tional-ounce rate (12-ounce limit) 
which began on March 22, 1981. This 
rate continued until May 2, I 988. 

The precanceled version was over
printed with two horizontal bars and a 
service inscription reading "PRE
SORTED I FIRST-CLASS." It was in
tended for use on quantity mailings of 
first-class, basic sort, letters during the 
period beginning November 1, 1981, 
and ending on February 16, 1985. False 
franking privileges were granted on 
February 17, 1985, allowing mailers to 
continue using the precanceled 17¢ 
Electric Auto with additional payment 
at the time of mailing, thus covering the 
new I 8¢ rate. This false franking period 
was initially scheduled to end on Au
gust I 8, I 985, but it was extended until 
January I, 1986. The precanceled 17¢ 

Electric Auto was also valid for use 
covering the first-class, carrier-route 
sort, bulk-rate in effect from February 
17, 1985 through April 2, 1988, pro
vided that each piece of mail was 
clearly marked with "CAR-RT SORT." 

There were three different varieties 
of precancel mats used to overprint 
this issue. The three varieties are most 
distinguishable by the length of the 
word "PRESORTED" in the service in
scription. 

Type A - "PRESORTED" is 
llmm long. 

Type B - "PRESORTED" is 
12.5mm long. 

Type C - "PRESORTED" is 
13.5mm long. 

During several press runs, Type A 
mats were mixed with Type B mats. As ~ 
a result, some coils exist with com
binations of Type A and Type B pre-
cancels. These combinations formed 
se-tenant, or side-by-side, pairings of 
the Type A and Type B mats at the 
precancel gap. 

Se-tenant Type AB strips have the 
Type A precancel on the stamp left of 
the precancel gap and the Type B pre
cancel on the right side of the gap. 

Strips showing the se-tenant Type 
BA arrangement have the Type B pre
cancel on the left side of the precancel 
gap with the Type A precancel to the 
right of the gap. 

Constant mat varieties show that 
prior to their use in the Transportation 
Series, the Type A precancel mats were 
used to overprint the 9¢ Capitol Dome 
and the 13¢ Liberty Bell coils of the 
Americana Series. The Type C mats 
were also used to precancel the 12¢ 
Torch coil of the Americana Series and 
the 12¢ Stanley Steamer plates 1 and 
2. 



I T17EA-1 

Plate 1 39711-1 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of 

I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 28, 1981 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press .... (Paper Type I) Jun. 4, 1981 

(Paper Type II) Jan. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 522,243 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,400,374 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. I 0, 1981 

Used on Cover .............. $ 17.50 [==:J 

Paper Type I (continuous tagging) 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ 2.00 $ 2.10 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.60 [==:J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.90 [==:J 

Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 [==:J 

Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 750.00 [==:J 

Untagged Error* (PS5) .. 1 00.00 [==:J 

Number on top (PS5) ...... N. A. c=::J 

* Examples of this error typically show 
the design shifted toward the top of the 
stamp, with the "E" of "Electric" just 
below the top edge. 

Paper Type II (tagging breaks) 

Rolls of I 00 and _3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 38.00 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 39.00 [==:J 

Strip of five (PS5) .......... 40.00 [==:J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ...... N. A. [==:J 

Tagging Breaks: 

3L (PS7) ........................ 50.00 [==:J 

2L (PS6) ....................... .45.00 [==:J 

IT17EA-1Pc 

Plate 1 39711-1 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [LG]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-J. 

To Press .(Paper Type I) Aug. 23, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ...... Nov. 30, 1987 

Used on Cover .............. $ 40.00 c.=J 

Note: These stamps are usually poorly 
centered with the plate numbers cut. 
The prices shown are for VF centered 
examples. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.25 $ 8.00 c=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.75 c=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 9.00 [==:J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [==:J 

Precancel Gap: 

LG (PS5) ....................... 9.00 c=::J 

The coil wrapper labels from 
500-stamp rolls from the early 
production runs of the 17¢ Electric 
Auto are 45mm in diameter. 
Because of their size, these coil 
wrapper labels are referred to as 
'jumbos." A jumbo label from a 
tagged roll of 500 stamps is shown 
above. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17¢ 

T17EA-2 

Plate 2 39712-2 

Paired with Plate I in rolls of 

I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 28, 1981 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press .... (Paper Type I) Jun.4, 1981 

(Paper Type II) Jan. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................... 522,243 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,400,374 

Earliest Known Use ........ July 8, 1982 

Used on Cover .............. $ 17.50 [==:J 

Paper Type I (continuous tagging) 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ 2.00 $ 2. 10 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.60 [==:J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ 0.00 [==:J 

Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 [==:J 

Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 750.00 [==:J 

Untagged Error* (PS5) .. 100.00 [==:J 

Number on top (PS5) ...... N. A. c=::J 
* Examples of this error typically show 
the design shifted toward the top of the 
stamp, with the "E" of "Electric" just 
below the top edge. 

Paper Type II (tagging breaks) 

Rolls of I 00 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 38.00 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 39.00 [==:J 

Strip of five (PS5) .......... 40.00 [==:J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ...... N. A. [==:J 

Tagging Breaks: 

3L (PS7) ....................... 50.00 [==:J 

2L (PS6) ...................... .45.00 [==:J 
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jT17EA-2Pc 

Plate 2 397I2-2 

Paired with Plate I in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [LG]) 

See the production data for TllEA-2. 

To Press .(Paper Type I) Aug. 23, I985 

Earliest Known Use ........ Dec. I, I987 

Used on Cover .............. $ 40.00 c=J 
Note: These stamps are usually poorly 
centered with the plate numbers cut. 
The prices shown are for VF centered 
examples. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.25 $ 8.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 0.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

LG (PS5) ....................... 9.00 CJ 

Jn7EA-3 

Plate 3 39713-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

IOO; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 28, I981 

Certified ..................................... N:A. 

To Press .... (Paper Type I) June I981 

(Paper Type /1) Jan. 7, I985 

(Paper Type I) Aug. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 1,1 08,789 

Maximum PNCs ............... 19,958,202 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 28, 1982 

Used on Cover .............. $ 17.50 CJ 
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Paper Type I (continuous tagging) 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ 2.00 $ 2.10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.60 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.90 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 750.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 7.50 CJ 

Paper Type II (tagging breaks) 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $5.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 10.00 CJ 
Tagging Breaks: 

6L (PSIO) ...................... N. A. CJ 
3L (PS7)* ..................... 10.00 CJ 
2L (PS6) ......................... 9.00 CJ 
3R (PS8) ........................ N. A CJ 

* Some stamps with this tagging break 
appear almost untagged, showing only 
tiny dots of taggant. 

The coil wrapper labels from 
500-stamp rolls from the later 
production runs of the 17¢ Electric 
Auto are 38mm in diameter. 

Jn7EA-3Pa 

Plate 3 39713-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [6U6R, 5L, 4L, 2L, 1 L, 

4R, and 5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I {LG]) 

See the production data for TllEA-3. 

To Press ...................... Oct. 19, 1981 * 
Feb.8, 1982* 

Dec. 19, 1983** 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 2, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $35.00 CJ 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used four Type A precancel mats on 
paper with whitish gum. 

** The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used three Type A precancel mats and 
one Type B mat on paper with yellow
ish gum. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.90 $ 1.95 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.70 CJ 
Imperf. [IL] (PS6) ........... N. A CJ 
Imperf/miscut [lL] 

(PS6) ............................. N. A. CJ 
Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PSI 0) .................... 40.00 CJ 
5L (PS9) ...................... 10.00 CJ 
4L (PS8) ........................ 8.75 c=J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 5.00 CJ 
IL (PS5) ........................ 4.70 CJ 
LG (PS5H ................... I 1.50 CJ 
4R (PS9) ..................... I 0.00 CJ 
5R (PSIO) ................... 10.00 CJ 
6R (PS II) .................... 40.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 4.70 CJ 

t This price is for VF centered strips. 
Strips with XF-S centering have an es
timated value of $80.00. 



T17EA-3Pab 

Plate 3 39713-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [5Rf) 

See the production data for T/7EA-3. 

To Press ...................... Dec. 19, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ N. A. c=J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
three Type A precancel mats and one 
Type B mat on paper with yellowish 

gum. 

mint 
Precancel Gap 

5R (PS 10)'1 ............... 275.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c=J 

t Most known strips are centered low 
with a cut plate number or with the 
number on top. 

T17EA-3Pb 
(T17EA-3Pba) 

Plate 3 39713-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-3. 

To Press ...................... Dec. 19, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 30, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 50.00 c=J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
three Type A precancel mats and one 
Type B mat on paper with yellowish 
gum. 

Note: All plate number 3 strips that 
only show the Type B overprint 
(T17EA-3Pb) arefrom rolls that had the 
Type B-A se-tenant overprint, but the 

strips are too short to show the two dif
ferent overprint style at the precancel 
gap at 4R. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 22.50 $ 23.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 23.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 25.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

4R (PS9H ................... 28.00 c=J 
t This strip shows the se-tenant Type 
B-A overprint at the precancel gap. 

Note: The 17¢ Electric Auto from the 
pairing r~f plate 3 with 4 that have the 
Type B-A precancel overprint with the 
gap at 4R were plated using constant 
mat varieties. These same varieties ex
ist on the 17¢ Electric Auto .from plates 
5, 6, and 7, with the Type B overprints, 
and the 12¢ Torch from the Americana 
Series. For more il~formation, see "17¢ 
precancels are plated," by Tom Maeder 
(based on research by Maeder, Gerry 
Clark, and Kim Cuniberti), in The Plate 
Number, November 1987. 

This illustration shows a Type 8-A 
se-tenant precancel gap with the 
Type 8 overprint on the left stamp, 
and the Type A overprint on the 
right stamp. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17¢ 

IT17EA-3Pc 

Plate 3 39713-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4L, 3L, LG, alld I RJ) 

3,000 (Paper Type II [4L]) 

See the production data for T/7EA-3. 

To Press ...... (Paper Type I) Oct. 1984 
(Paper Type II) Nov. 1984 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 9, 1987 

Used on Cover .............. $ 40.00 c=J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ 8.00 $ 8.25 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 9.75 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 50.00 c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) ...................... 80.00 c:=J 
3L (PS7) ........................ 9.00 c=J 
LG (PS5) ....................... 8.25 C=:J 
IR (PS6) ....................... 9.75 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap .... 9.00 c=J 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .............. $ 140.00 C=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 142.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 145.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 150.00 c=J 
PS5 not showing gap 145.00 c=J 
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ln7EA-4 

Plate 4 39714-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 28, 1981 

Certified ..................................... N. A 

To Press .... (Paper Type I) June 1981 

(Paper Type II) Jan. 7, 1985 

(Paper Type I) Aug. 9, 1985 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........... 19,958,202 • 

Earliest Known Use ........ Jan. 3, 1983 

Used on Cover .............. $ 17.50 [=:J 

* The BEP erroneously reported that 
no stamps were printed from this plate. 

• Because incorrect production data 
was provided by the BEP, the Plate 
Number Coil Study Group substituted 
the impression total for plate 3, which 
was only paired with plate 4. 

Paper Type I (continuous tagging) 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ 2.00 $ 2.10 [=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.60 [=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 2.90 [=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 [=:J 

Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 750.00 [=:J 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 7.50 [=:J 

Paper Type II (tagging breaks) 

Rolls of 100 and 3,000 

mint 

Single(PS1) .................. $5.00 [=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 [=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 10.00 [=:J 
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Tagging Breaks: 

6L (PSI 0) ...................... N. A [=:J 

3L (PS7)* ..................... 1 0.00 [=:J 
2L (PS6) ......................... 9.00 [=:J 

3R (PS8) ........................ N. A. [=:J 
* Some stamps with this tagging break 
appear almost untagged, showing only 
tiny dots of taggant. 

ln7EA-4Pa 

Plate 4 39714-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [6U6R, 5L, 4L, 2L, 1 L, 

4R, and 5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [LG]) 

See the productiondata for TllEA-4. 

To Press ...................... Oct. 19, 1981* 
Feb.8, 1982* 

Dec. 19, 1983** 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 25, 1982 
Used on Cover ............. $ 35.00 c::::::::J 

* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used four Type A precancel mats on 
paper with whitish gum. 

** The Plate Number Coil Study Group 

believes that this production run used 
three Type A precancel mats and one 
Type B mat on paper with yellowish 
gum. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.90 $ 1.95 [=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 [=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4. 70 [=:J 
Imperf. [IL] (PS6) ........... N. A. [=:J 

Number on top ................. N. A [=:J 

Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PSI 0) .................... 40.00 [=:J 
5L (PS9) ...................... I 0.00 [=:J 

4L (PS8) ........................ 8.75 [=:J 
2L (PS6) ........................ 5.00 [=:J 
I L (PS5) ........................ 4. 75 [=:J 

LG (PS5)t ................... 11.50 [=:J 
4R (PS9) ..................... 10.00 [=:J 
5R (PSI 0) ................... I 0.00 C=:J 
6R (PSll) .................... 40.00 [=:J 

PS5 not showing gap .... 4.75 C=:J 

t This price is for VF centered strips. 
Strips with XF-S centering have an es
timated value of $80.00. 

The printing freak of this tagged strip of 17¢ Electric Autos makes the cars look 
as if they are driving in a snow storm. The reason for this printing anomaly, 
which came from a roll printed from plates 3 and 4, has not been reported. (From 
the collection of Scott Adams.) 
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This jumbo coil wrapper label is 
from a roll of 500 precanceled 1 ('¢ 
Electric Auto stamps. The main 
portion of the label was printed in 
red ink, but the "PRESORTED 
FIRST CLASS" was applied as an 
overprint in magenta ink. 

I T17EA-4Pab 

Plate 4 39714-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [5R]) 

See the production data for T17EA-4. 

To Press ...................... Dec. 19, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ N. A. CJ 
* This date was calculated by the Plate 
Number Coil Study Group. This pro
duction run used three Type A pre
cancel mats and one Type B mat on 
paper with yellowish gum. 

mint 
Precancel Gap 

5R (PS l O)t ............... 275.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 

t Most known strips are centered low 
with a cut plate number or with the 
number on top. 

T17EA-4Pb 
{T17EA-4Pba) 

Plate 4 39714-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [4R]) 

See the production data for T17EA-4. 

To Press ...................... Dec. 19, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 30, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 50.00 CJ 
* This date was calculated by the Plate 
Number Coil Study Group. This pro
duction run used three Type A pre
cancel mats and one Type B mat on 
paper with yellowish gum. 

Note: All plate number 4 strips that 
only show the Type B overprint 
(T17EA-3Pb) are from rolls that had 
the Type B-A se-tenant overprint, but 
the strips are too short to show the two 
different overprint style at the pre
cancel gap at 4R. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $22.50 $23.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 23.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 25.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

4R (PS9)t ................... 28.00 CJ 
t This strip shows the se-tenant Type 
B-A overprint at the precancel gap. 

Note: The 17¢ Electric Auto from the 
pairing of plate 3 with 4 that have the 
Type B-A precancel overprint with the 
gap at 4R were plated using constant 
mat varieties. These same varieties ex
ist on the 17¢ Electric Auto from plates 
5, 6, and 7, with the Type B overprints, 
and the 12¢ Torch from the Americana 
Series. For more information, see "17¢ 
precancels are plated, " by Tom Maeder 
(based on research by Maeder, Gerry 
Clark, and Kim Cuniberti), in The Plate 
Number, November 1987. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17¢ 

IT17EA-4Pc 

Plate 4 39714-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4L, 3L, LG, and IR]) 

3,000 (Paper Type II [4L]) 

See the production data for T17EA-4. 

To Press ...... (Paper Type I) Oct. 1984 
(Paper Type II) Nov. 1984 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 11, 1986 

Used on Cover .............. $ 40.00 CJ 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .... $ 8.00 $ 8.25 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 9.75 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 50.00 CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) ...................... 80.00 D 
3L (PS7) ........................ 9.00 CJ 
LG (PS5) ....................... 8.25 CJ 
IR (PS6) ....................... 9.75 D 
PS5 not showing gap .... 9.00 CJ 

Paper Type II 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .............. $ 140.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 142.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 145.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Precancel Gaps: 

4L (PS8) .................... 150.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap 145.00 CJ 
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IT17EA-5 

Plate 5 39723-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 
500 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate 7 in rolls of 
500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... May 13, 1981 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press .. (with Plate 6) July 14, 1981 
(with Plate 7) Dec. 11, 1984* 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 11, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 539,847 • 

Maximum PNCs ............. 9,717,246 • 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 14, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 22.50 CJ 
* Plate 7 went back to press on Feb
ruary 10, 1984, but the BEP did not re
port a plate pairing. Plate 5 was most 
likely used. 

• The impression totals given by the 
BEP for plates 5, 6, and 7 could not be 
reconciled by the Plate Number Coil 
Study Group. Therefore, the number 
listed for "Maximum PNCs" is an es
timate. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $2.10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.60 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 2.90 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................ 15.00 CJ 
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IT17EA-5Pa 

Plate 5 39723-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [2L and JL]) 

Roll size unknown (Paper Type I [5R]) 

Paired with Plate 7 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R and 5R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-5. 

To Press .. (with Plate 6) Nov. 23, 1982* 
(with Plate 7) Feb. 3, 1984** 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 4, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 CJ 

* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used four Type A precancel mats on 
paper with whitish gum. 

** The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
three Type A precancel mats and one 
Type B mat on paper with yellowish 
gum. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $4.00 $4.20 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.90 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 
Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ........................ 8.50 CJ 
lL (PS5) ........................ 4.90 CJ 
4R (PS9) ..................... 95.00 CJ 
5R (PSlO) ................... 12.50 CJ 
PS5 not showing gap .... 5.50 CJ 

IT17EA-5Pb 

Plate 5 39723-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I[/ L, LG, and 4R]) 

See the production data for T17EA-5. 

To Press .. (with Plate 6) Nov. 23, 1982* 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 c:::::::J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used three Type B precancel mats and 
one Type A mat on paper with yellowish 

gum. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) $ 14.00 $ 17.25 c:::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 19.50 c:::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 20.00 c:::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c:::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

lL (PS6) ...................... 20.00 c:::::::J 
LG (PS5) ..................... 20.00 c:::::::J 
4R (PS9)t ................. 400.00 c:::::::J 
PS5 not showing 
gaptt ...................... 395.00 c:::::::J 

t The price shown for this strip is for 
strips with VF centering and whole 
plate numbers at the bottom. Gap 4R 
plate strips usually have numbers at the 
top. Gap 4R plate strips with numbers 
at the top have an estimated value of 
$200.00 for plate 5 (whole number), 
and $175.00 for plate 6 (cut number). 

tt Plate strips of five showing no pre
cancel gap can be made from strips 
from the pairing of plate 5 and 6 with 
the Type B-A overprint (gap 5R), but all 
known strips from this specific gap are 
centered low. 



I T17EA-5Pab 

Plate 5 39723-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [5R]) 

Paired with Plate 7 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [5R}) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R and 5R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-5. 

To Press .. (with Plate 6) July I, 1983* 
(with Plate 7) Feb. 3, 1984** 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 2, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c:::J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used three Type B precancel mats and 
one Type A mat on paper with yellow
ish gum. 

** The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used three Type A precancel mats and 
one Type B mat on paper with yellow
ish gum. 

mint 

Precancel Gaps: 

4R (PS9) ..................... 78.00 c:::J 
5R(PSIO) ................... 15.00 c:::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top [5R] ....... 35.00 c:::J 
Note: See the note under Tl7EA-3Pab 
about constant precancel mat va
rieties. 

I T17EA-5Pba 

Plate 5 39723-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [I L, LG, and 5R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-5. 

To Press ......................... July I, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 26, 1989 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c:::J 

* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
three Type B precancel mats and one 
Type A mat on paper with yellowish 
gum. 

used mint 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 47.00 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 48.00 c:::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c:::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

IL (PS5) ...................... 55.00 c:::J 
LG (PS5) ..................... 48.00 c:::J 
5R (PSIO)t ................... N. A. c:::J 

t All known copies of this strip with 
gap 5R are cut low. No strips with 
whole numbers at the bottom have been 
reported. Strips with gap 5R and whole 
numbers on top exist. An estimated 
value is not currently available. 

Note: See the note under Tl7EA-3Pab 
about constant precancel mat va
rieties. 

IT17EA-5Pc 

Plate 5 39723-5 

Paired with Plate 7 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4L and JL]) 

Roll size unknown 
(Paper Type I [6U6R, and 5L]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-5. 

To Press ....................... Dec. 5, 1984* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Dec. 28, 1987 
Used on Cover ................ $ 0.00 c:::J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
four Type C precancel mats on paper 
with yellowish gum. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17¢ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $22.00 $ 25.00 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 26.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 27.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS IO)t ................... N. A. c=J 
5L (PS9) .................... 165.00 c=J 
4L (PS8) ...................... 27.50 c=J 
3L (PS7) .................... 110.00 c=J 
6R (PSI!) ..................... N. A. c=J 

t Only one set (plate 5 [6L] and plate 
6 [6L]) has been reported. 

IT17EA-6 

Plate 6 39724-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 
500 (Paper Type /) 

Assigned ....................... May 13, 198 I 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press ......................... July 14, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 233,312 A 

Maximum PNCs ............. 4,199,616 A 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 7, 1984 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 c=J 

.& The impression total given by the 
BEP for plates 5, 6, and 7 could not be 
reconciled by the Plate Number Coil 
Study Group. Therefore, the number 
listed for "Maximum PNCs" is an es
timate. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 14.50 $ 14.75 c:::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 16.00 c:::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 16.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................ 50.00 c:::J 
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jn7EA-6Pa 

Plate 6 39724-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [2L and I L]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [5R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-6. 

To Press ........................ Nov. 23, 1982* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 14, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 c::::::::J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used four Type A precancel mats on 

paper with whitish gum. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 11.75 $ 12.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 13.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 14.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 

Precancel Gaps: 

2L (PS6) ...................... 15.50 c::::::::J 
IL (PS5) ...................... 15.00 c::::::::J 
5R (PSI 0) ................. 220.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 not showing gap 215.00 c::::::::J 

jn7EA-6Pb 

Plate 6 39724-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [I L, LG, and 4R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-6. 

To Press ...................... Nov. 23, 1982* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 29, 1983 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 c::::::::J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used three Type B precancel mats and 

one Type A mat on paper with yellow

ish gum. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
3,000 precanceled 17¢ Electric Auto stamps. 
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used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 14.00 $ 17.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 19.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 20.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
Precancel Gaps: 

I L (PS6) ...................... 20.00 c:=J 
LG (PS5) ..................... 20.00 c:=J 
4R (PS9)t ................. 400.00 CJ 
PS5 not showing 
gaptt ...................... 395.00 c:=J 

t The price shown for this strip is for 

strips with VF centering and whole 

plate numbers at the bottom. Gap 4R 
plate strips usually have numbers at the 
top. Gap 4R plate strips with numbers 
at the top have an estimated value of 

$150.00. 

H Plate strips of five showing no pre
cancel gap can be made from strips 

from the pairing of plate 5 and 6 with 
the Type B-A overprint (gap 5R), but all 

of known strips from this specific gap ~ 

are centered low. 

j T17EA-6Pab 

Plate 6 39724-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R]) 

See the production data for T/7EA-6. 

To Press ......................... July I, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use .................. N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ N. A. c:=J 

* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
three Type B precancel mats and one 
Type A mat on paper with yellowish 

gum. 

** The Plate Number Coil Study Group ~ 
believes that this production run used 

three Type A precancel mats and one 
Type B mat on paper with yellowish 

gum. 



mint 
Precancel Gap: 

4R (PS9) ................... 120.00 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. C=:J 

Note: See the note under Tl7EA-3Pab 
about constant precancel mat va
rieties. 

I T17EA-6Pba 

Plate 6 39724-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [I L, LG, and 5R]) 

See the production data for TllEA-6. 

To Press ......................... July 1, 1983* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 26, 1989 

~ Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c=:J 
* This date was calculated by the Plate 
Number Coil Study Group. This pro
duction run used three Type B pre
cancel mats and one Type A mat on 
paper with yellowish gum. 

used mint 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 18.00 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 20.00 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c=:J 
Precancel Gaps: 

1 L (PS5) ...................... 20.00 C=:J 
LG (PS5) ..................... 50.00 C=:J 
5R (PSlO)t ................... N. A. C=:J 

t All known copies of this strip with 
gap 5R are cut low. No strips with 

whole numbers at the bottom have been 
reported. Strips with gap 5R and whole 
numbers on top exist. An estimated 
value is not currently available 

Note: See the note under Tl7EA-3Pab 
about constant precancel mat va
rieties. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17¢ 

~ > 
1 
s s 

$510 °0 ~ 
©USPS 1981 

This jumbo coil wrapper label, which measures 98 millimeters in diameter, is 
from a roll of 3,000 tagged 17¢ Electric Auto stamps. 

IT17EA-7 

Plate 7 39726-7 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 
500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... May 13, 1981 

Certified ..................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................... Feb. 10, 1984* 

Dec. 11, 1984 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 24, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 281,536 .._ 

Maximum PNCs ............. 5,067,648 .._ 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 1, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 22.50 c=:J 
* The BEP did not report which plate 
was paired with plate 7 for this "To 
Press" date. Plate 5 was most likely 
used. 

.._ The impression total given by the 
BEP for plates 5, 6, and 7 could not be 
reconciled by the Plate Number Coil 
Study Group. Therefore, the number 
listed for "Maximum PNCs" is an es

timate. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 5.50 $ 5. 75 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.25 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 20.00 c=:J 
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IT17EA-7Pa 

Plate 7 39726-7 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

500 (Paper Type I [5R]) 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R and 5R]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-7. 

To Press ........................ Feb. 3, 1984* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 24, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 c:=J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 
Group believes that this production run 
used three Type A precancel mats and 
one Type B mat on paper with yellow

ish gum. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ I 0.25 $ I 0.50 c:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 12.50 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.50 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c:=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

4R (PS9) ................... I 00.00 c:=J 
5R (PS 10) ................... 14.00 c:=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 13.50 c:=J· 

I T17EA-7Pab 

Plate 7 39726-7 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4R and 5R]) 

See the production data for TllEA-7. 

To Press ........................ Feb. 3, 1984* 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 20, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 20.00 c:=J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study 

Group believes that this production run 
used three Type A precancel mats and 
one Type B mat on paper with yellowish 
gum. 

mint 

Precancel Gaps: 

4R (PS9) ..................... 78.00 c:=J 
5R (PSIO) ................... 15.00 c:=J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c:=J 
Note: See the note under Tl7EA-3Pab 
about constant precancel mat va
rieties. 

IT17EA-7Pc 

Plate 7 39726-7 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I [4Land 3L]) 

Roll size unknown 
(Paper Type I [6U6R, and 5L]) 

See the production data for Tl7EA-7. 
To Press ....................... Dec. 5, 1984* 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover .............. $ 40.00 c:=J 
* The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
believes that this production run used 
four Type C precancel mats on paper 

with yellowish gum. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 21.00 $ 23.00 c:=J 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ......... 24.50 c:=J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 26.00 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::=J 
Precancel Gaps: 

6L (PS 10) ..................... N. A. c::::::::J 
5L (PS9) .................... 165.00 c::=J 
4L (PS8) ...................... 28.00 c::=J 
3L (PS7) ...................... 70.00 c::=J 
6R (PSII) ..................... N. A. c::=J 
PS5 not showing gap .. 26.00 c::=J 

This strip is one of the most remarkable modern U.S. postage stamp errors. The strip is comprised of imperforate and miscut ~ 
errors from two different issues that are joined by a Bureau of Engraving and Printing tape splice. On the left side of the splice 
is a strip of three precanceled (Type A [Gap 1 L]) 17¢ Electric Auto stamps that were printed on a Cottrell press. On the right ""' 
side of the splice is a strip of three 20¢ Flag over the Supreme Court stamps that were printed on the B or C press. The two 
strips-each from a different press-were joined with tape to feed the printed web through the off-line perforator for 
processing without re-threading the equipment. Although it is almost hidden by the tape, plate number 3 appears completely ~ 
on top of the 17¢ Electric Auto stamp at the center of the strip. (From the collection of John Tison, Jr.) 
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17¢ Dog Sled 

Designer ........................... Lou Nolan 
McLean, Virginia 

Art Director .................. Derry Noyes 
CSAC 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
Riverside, Connecticut 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 

Numerals ................. Michael J. Ryan 

T)og Hied 1920s 

17lJSA 

BEP 

Issue date ................ August 20, 1986 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I ) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ..................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of 100 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: .......... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 100 ............................... 0746 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 30, 1992 

The 17¢ Dog Sled was the twenty
fifth coil stamp issued in the Trans
portation Series. It was released on 
August 20, 1986, with an official first
day ceremony held at the Anchorage 
Museum of History and Art, in An
chorage, Alaska. 

The stamps shows a frontal view of 
a 1920s era dog sled without the reins 
and harness. Lou Nolan, the stamp de
signer, based the image of the sled on 
archive photographs and an actual dog 
sled that was exhibited during the 
Smithsonian Institution's 1984 Amer
ican Folklife Festival in Washington, 
DC. 

Although the first-day city (Anchor
age, Alaska) remined as originally an
nounced by the USPS, the Dog Sled 
coil had a difficult journey reaching its 
eventual 17¢ denomination and issue 
date. 

The Dog Sled coil was originally 
scheduled to be issued on February 21, 
1986, as a 6.3¢ stamp. The 6.3¢ de
nomination would have paid the 5-digit 
presort nonprofit bulk rate that had 
gone into effect on January I, 1986. 
However, the 6.3¢ rate did not last long 
because President Ronald Reagan ve
toed Congress' initial $820 million 
"revenue forgone" appropriation for the 
Postal Service, which would subsidize 
nonprofit mailers in Fiscal Year 1986. 
A lower appropriation of $748 million 
was later approved, but this caused the 
rate to be increased to 7.2¢ on March 9, 
1986. Because of the new rate, the de
nomination of the Dog Sled stamp was 
changed to 7 .2¢, and the release date 
was rescheduled to June 17, 1986. 

On April 20, 1986, the 5-digit presort 
nonprofit bulk rate was reduced to 7.1¢ 
Accordingly, the USPS announced that 
the denomination of the Dog Sled 
stamp would be adjusted to meet the 
new rate, and that the release date 
would be rescheduled for September 
25, 1986. The USPS rescinded this an
nouncement on June 4, 1986, stating 
that the 7.1¢ Dog Sled stamp and all 
other previously announced nonprofit 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17¢ 

coil stamps had been "deferred in
definitely." Instead of attempting to 
issue a new stamp for the fluctuating 
rate, the Postal Service continued to al
low mailers to use the 4.9¢ Buckboard 
coil stamp as false franking with the 
difference paid at the time of mailing. 
This false-franking privilege had been 
in effect since the rate increased to 6.3¢ 
in January 1986. 

On July 9, 1986, the USPS an
nounced that the Dog Sled design 
would be issued as a 17¢ coil stamp on 
August 20, 1986, to replenish the de
pleted supply of the 100-stamp rolls of 
tagged 17¢ Electric Auto stamps. Be
cause the 17¢ Electric Auto had been 
printed on the defunct Cottrell presses, 
the design would have had to be re
engraved for the B press (as had been 
done with other Cottrell designs). In
stead, the USPS opted to use the pre
pared Dog Sled design with a 17¢ de
nomination. Because tagged 17¢ 
Electric Auto stamps remained in suf
ficient supplies in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 stamps, the new 17¢ Dog Sled 
was initially printed as a tagged stamp 
in 100-stamp rolls. Later, tagged rolls 
of 500 and 3,00 stamps were produced 
with the 17¢ Dog Sled design. 

As did the tagged 17¢ Electric Auto, 
the 17¢ Dog Sled paid the additional
ounce first-class letter rate. This rate 
was in effect when the Dog Sled stamp 
was issued, and continued until April 2, 
1988. The following day, the addi
tional-ounce first-class letter rate in
creased to 20¢. 

The 17¢ Dog Sled coil stamp was
withdrawn from philatelic sale on June 
30, 1992. 
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Plate 1 176930-1 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... July 2, 1986 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 7, 1986 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

BURKY' & WIERS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

MAIM STREET 
P.O. BOX 88S 

HARTL.AND. MAINE 04848 

Plate 2 176958-2 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ......................... July 9, 1986 

To Press ......................... July 16, 1986 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 13, 1993 

Impressions .............................. N. A*. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 9, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $6.00 c=:J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Sandra J. Carroll, Clerk 
Maine District Court 
Skowhegan, ME 04976 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 100 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.20 [=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.40 [=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.30 [=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 2,000.00 [=:J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) .. 1,500.00 [=:J 
Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3.50 [=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 [=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 [=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

This commercial cover shows a 17¢ Dog Sled stamp used for its intended purpose-paying the additional-ounce fee on a do- ~ 
mestic letter. The cover shows a plate-numbered single of the 17¢ Dog Sled stamp (#2) tied to a plate-numbered single of the 
22¢ Flag over the Capitol stamp (#2). The machine cancellation reads, "AUGUSTA, ME 26 FEB, 1987." (Cover from the collection ~ 
of Rob Washburn.) 
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17.5¢ Racing Car 

Designer ........................... Tom Broad 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 

Racing Car 1911 
USA 
17.5 

Tagged 

Service-inscribed 

BEP 

Issue date ........... September 25, 1987 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

(INDYPEX) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: 
Tagged ............... Purple (PMS 268U) 
Precanceled ....... Purple (PMS 268U) 

and red (PMS 186U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of I 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 100 
Precanceled ............... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (roll of 100) ................. 0700 
Precanceled (roll of 500) ......... P774 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Tagged ....................... June 19, 1993 
Precanceled ............... Aug. 31, 1991 

The 17.5¢ Racing Car was the thir
ty-seventh design added to the Trans
portation Series. It was issued in a joint 
ceremony with the 5¢ Milk Wagon coil 
stamp on September 25, 1987, at the 
INDYPEX '87 Stamp Show held in In
dianapolis, Indiana. 

The stamp shows the Marmon Wasp 
that won the first Indianapolis 500-mile 
auto race in 1911, with an average 
speed of 74.59 miles per hour (mph). 
The car could race at higher speeds, but 
the primitive tires of those day tended 
to shred at speeds of 80 mph and higher. 
By maintaining an average speed of 
approximately 75 mph, the driver, Ray 
Harroun, minimized the need to stop 
for tire changes-a tactic not used by 
the other drivers. Harroun also in
stalled a rear-view mirror on the Mar
mon Wasp to keep track of the cars be
hind him. This was the first time that 
a rear-view mirror had been used on an 
automobile. Harroun's ingenuity and 
clever strategy allowed him to win the 
$16,000 prize for first place before the 
record-size racing crowd of 80,000 
people. When the grueling race was 
over, only 18 of the 40 cars that started 
the race were still on the track. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 17.5¢ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 precanceled 17.5¢ Oil Wagon 
stamps with the 'ZIP+4 I Presort" 

service inscription. 

The image of the car on the stamp 
was rendered by artist Tom Broad from 
photographs of the actual Marmon 
Wasp racing car, which resides in the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Mu
seum. 

This was the first coil stamp designed 
at the Bureau of Engraving and Print
ing's $2.6 million Design Center. The 
Design Center's computers allow artists 
to alter colors, image sizes, location, 
and shapes in their artwork-with sig
nificant time savings from manual pro
cesses. The system also stores design 
data, produces negatives for offset and 
gravure printing, and prepares gravure 
printing cylinders. 

The 17.5¢ Racing Car stamp was 
produced in a tagged version and an 
untagged service-inscribed version. 

The tagged version was produced in 
rolls of I 00 stamps for collectors. 

The precanceled version met the rate 
for first-class letters that were presorted 
by 9-digit ZIP codes (ZIP+4) and 
mailed in quantities of 500 or more 
pieces. 

This 17.5¢ rate had been in effect 
since February 17, 1985, but before the 
Racing Car coil was released, no stamp 
had been issued to meet the rate. In fact, 
there was little need to issue a stamp for 
this rate. Mass mailers of first-class 
letters, such as banks, utilities, or mer
chants who regularly mail invoices to a 
large customer list prefer to send their 
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presorted ZIP+4 mail using imprinted 
meter postage-whereby they avoid the 
additional cost of applying postage 
stamps. In contrast, mass mailers that 
are trying to sell items with their letters 
prefer to use postage stamps instead of 
meters--even with the additional cost 
of affixing the stamps. In this case, 
stamps are used because studies have 
shown that they yield a better customer 
response. However, almost all of this 
type of mail is sent third class, which 
has different sorting discounts that are 
substantially lower than discounted 
first-class rates, and therefore, use dif
ferent stamps. 

The 17.5¢ ZIP+4 presort rate con
tinued until April 3, 1988, when the rate 
increased to 20.5¢. Following the in
crease, the USPS authorized mailers to 
use the 17.5¢ Racing Car stamp as false 
franking for the 20.5¢ rate until Oc
tober 9, 1988. 

Both versions of the 17.5¢ Racing 
Car stamp were removed from phil
atelic sale on June 19, 1993. 

1 n1.s-1 

Plate 1 I 78505-I 

Rolls of 100 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ....................... July 20, 1987 

ToPress ..................... Jan.27, 1988.6. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs .................. 332,692t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 29, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

.a. This date is after the date that the 
stamp was issued. Therefore, an earlier 
"To Press" date must have occurred. 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 17,300,000 tagged 17.5¢ 
Racing Car stamps were shipped before 
being withdrawn from sale. 

·~®®@@ 
I 17.s(D. 
~ STAMPS 
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Q ZIP+ 4 
~ PRESORT 
~ $525.00 
Y.· ~ USP.S 1.987, 

~~Q~JJ.~te~J 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3, 000 precanceled 17.5¢ Racing 
Car stamps with the "ZIP+4 I Presort" service inscription. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.00 $ 3.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.10 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T17.5-1 p ~I 
Plate 1 178453-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ......................... July 8, 1987 

To Press ........................ Aug. 18, 1987 

Sept. 1987 

Canceled ...................... Dec. 14, 1989 

Impressions ........................... 183,750 

Maximum PNCs ............... 3,307,500t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 22, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 
t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 367,500 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single(PSI) .. $2.10 $3.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.20 c:=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



18¢ Surrey 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Port Washington, NY 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette .................. Thomas J. Bakos 

Lettering ................ Edward P. Archer 

Ru r·rey 1890s 
t'SA18c 

BEP 

Issue date ...................... May 18, 1981 
Notch, Missouri 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ...................... Cottrell Presses 
(801, 802, 804) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color ................................. Brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: ............. I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 0781 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........... Feb. 28, 1986 

The first stamp issued in the Trans
portation Series depicts a surrey, a 
popular mode of transportation in the 
USA during the 1890s. The 18¢ Surrey 
coil stamp was released May 18, 1981. 
The first-day ceremony was held at a 
discontinued post office in Notch, Mis
souri, which had been closed since 
1932. The old post office was rec
ommissioned for a day, using the ZIP 
code of Reed Springs, to host the first
day ceremony. 

The surrey, adapted from the English 
Whitechapel surrey cart by James 
Brewster in 1867, had four wheels and 
two bench seats. During the 1890s, the 
inexpensive surrey ranked third in pop
ularity behind the buggy and the spring 
wagon. This type of vehicle was fea
tured in the famous tune, "Surrey with 
the Fringe on Top" from Rogers and 
Hammerstein' s 1943 musical, Okla
homa. 

The 18¢ Surrey stamp was only is
sued in tagged form in rolls of I 00; 
500; and 3,000 stamps. The 18¢ de
nomination met the new first ounce, 
first-class letter rate that went into ef
fect on March 22, 1981. This rate, 
however, was increased to 20¢ on No
vember I, 1981 (less than eight months 
later), which made it the shortest-lived 
first-class letter rate. 

The 18¢ Surrey holds the distinction 
of being the first stamp produced on the 
BEP's Cottrell presses that included the 
plate number on the stamp. This meant 
that two separate plate numbers, one 
from each of the paired, semi
cylindrical printing plates, could be 
found alternating in a single roll of 
stamps. The Cottrell press' alternating 
plate numbers appeared every 24 
stamps; the 18¢ Flag coil, which was 
released several weeks earlier, was 
produced on the BEP's B press using a 
continuous printing sleeve that had a 
single sleeve number that repeated 
every 52 stamps. 

The 18¢ Surrey coil stamp was re
moved from philatelic sale on February 
28, 1986. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 18¢ 

1 na-1 ®~ ITJ 
Plate 1 39647-1 

Paired with Plate 2 only 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type/) 

~I 

Certified ........................ Apr. 24, 1981 

To Press ........................ Apr. 29, 1981 

Canceled ....................... May 13, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 218,033 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,924,594 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 26, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 15.00 c:.:J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.00 $ 35.00 c:.:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 80.00 c:.:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 95.00 c:.:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A constant gripper crack, known 
as the "Lightning Bolt," appears at the 
top of some of the numbered stamps 
from plate 1. The flaw is usually very 
faint. (See the illustration below.) A 
PS5 showing this.jlaw has an estimated 
value of $125.00. The crack continues 
upward to the base of the plate number 
on the horizontal row of stamps directly 
above. A PS5 showing the "Lightning 
Bolt Continuation" has an estimated 
value of $140.00. 

"Lightning Bolt" gripper crack on 
the numbered stamp from plate 1 
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"Emblem" coil wrapper label from 
a roll of 500 18¢ Surrey stamps. 
This label was printed in olive-black 
ink, and is the only label design 
known to seal rolls of 500 18¢ 
Surrey stamps. 

[iCC] I 
Plate 2 39648-2 

Paired with Plate 1 in rolls of 1 00; 

500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate 8 in rolls of 1 00; 

500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Note: The USPS also reported that 

plate 2 was paired with plate 3, but no 

rolls have ever been reported with this 

combination. 

Certified ........................ Apr. 24, 1981 

To Press ........................ Apr. 29, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Oct. 6, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 890,025 

Maximum PNCs ............... 16,020,450 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 20, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 8.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSl) ... $ .75 $4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 [=:::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS3)t ....... 750.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t All reported imperforate strips 
showing plate 2 are from the pairing of 
plate 2 with plate 8. 
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1 ns-a ®""' 
Plate 3 39664-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Note: The USPS also reported that 

plate 3 was paired with plate 2, but no 

rolls have ever been reported with this 

combination. 

Certified ......................... May 9, 1981 

To Press ........................ May II, 1981 

Canceled ....................... May 29, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 129,344 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,328,192 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 9, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 60.00 [=:::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 8.50 $ 70.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 75.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 78.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 

lns-4 ®~ 
Plate 4 39665-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... May 9, 1981 

To Press ........................ May II, 1981 

Canceled ....................... May 19, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 129,215 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,325,870 

Earliest Known Use ....... June I, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 60.00 [=:::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 8.50 $ 70.00 [=:::J 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 75.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 78.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 

Plate 5 39666-5 

Paired with Plate 6 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

[iCC] I 

Certified ....................... May 20, 1981 

To Press ........................ May 21, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 20, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 861 ,896 

Maximum PNCs ............... 15,514,128 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 7, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.00 c::::::::J 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 

used mint 

Single(PSI) ... $ .75 $3.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... 250.00 c::::::::J 

Note: A constant gripper crack, known 
as the "Antenna, " extends from the 
Surrey:~ fringe to the bottom of the 8 (~f 
18c on some of the numbered stamps 
from plate 5. A PS5 showing this .flaw 
has an estimated value (~f $55.00. 

"Antenna" gripper crack on the 
numbered stamp from plate 5 



jns-s ®~ 
Plate 6 39667-6 

Paired with Plate 5 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

[iOC]I 

Certified ....................... May 20, 1981 

To Press ........................ May 21, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 20, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 861 ,895 

Maximum PNCs ............... 15,514,110 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 6, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.00 c::J 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .75 $3.75 c::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.60 c::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.90 c::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... 150.00 c::J 

jns-7 ®~ 
Plate 7 39720-7 

Paired with Plate 8 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... June 8, 1981 

To Press ........................ June 13, 1981 

Canceled ....................... June 30, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 236,243 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,252,374 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 30, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 8.00 c::J 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the .first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.00 $ 26.50 c::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 33.00 c::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 40.00 c::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::J 

IT18-8 ®~ 
Plate 8 39721-8 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of I 00; 

500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate 7 in rolls of 500 and 
3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... June 8, 1981 

To Press ........................ June 13, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Oct. 5, 1981 

Impressions ............................ 908, 116 

Maximum PNCs ............... 16,346,088 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 27, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 8.00 c::J 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ . 75 $ 4.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4. 70 c::J 
Imperforate (PS3)t ....... 750.00 c::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t All reported imperforate strips 
showing plate 8 are from the pairing of 
plate 2 with plate 8. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 18¢ 

IT18-9®~ 
Plate 9 39727-9 

Paired with Plate 10 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ............................. May 1981 

To Press ........................ June 18, 1981 

Canceled .................... Aug. 14, 1981 * 

Impressions ......................... 531,734* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,571,212 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 13, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 8.00 L:::J 

* The BEP mistakenly reported this 
impression total and cancelation date 
for plate 11. The PNCSG assigned this 
number to plate 9 because the total 
agrees with the information reported for 
plate 10-the only plate paired with 
plate 9. 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 

Note: A constant gripper crack, known 
as the "Lightning Bolt," appears at the 
top of some of the numbered stamps 
from plate 9. (See the illustration be
low.) A PS5 showing this flaw has an 
estimated value of $28.75. A similar 
gripper crack appears on the numbered 
stamp from plate 10 on the same roll. 
(See TJB-10.) 

y18~ 
18c 

"Lightning Bolt" gripper crack on 
the numbered stamp from plate 9 

Continued on the next page 
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T18•9 Contfnuedfrom the 
prevwus page. 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of l 00; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.00 $9.00 D 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ......... 11.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.00 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,000.00 D 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... 125.00 D 

Paper Type Ia 

Roll size unknown 

mint 

Single (PS l) ............... $ 98.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... l 00.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 200.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 10 39728-10 

Paired with Plate 9 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

~I 

Assigned ....................... June 18, 1981 

To Press ........................ June 18, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Aug. 14, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 531,735 

Maximum PNCs .................. 9,571 ,230 

Earliest Known Use ........ July 5, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 8.00 c::J 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 
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Paper Type I 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.00 $9.00 c::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 11.00 c::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.00 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... l ,000.00 D 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... 125.00 D 

Paper Type Ia 

Roll size unknown 

mint 

Single (PSI) ............... $98.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 100.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 200.00 c::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A constant gripper crack, known 
as the "Lightning Bolt," appears at the 
top of some of the numbered stamps 
from plate 10. (See the illustration be
low.) A PS5 showing this flaw has an 

estimated value of $28.75. A similar 
gripper crack appears on the numbered 

stamp from plate 9 on the same roll. 
(See TJB-9.) 

rey18 
18c 

"Lightning Bolt" gripper crack on 
the numbered stamp from plate 10 

The 1 DO-stamp rolls of the 18¢ 
Surrey were either sealed with an 
"emblem" coil wrapper label (shown 
above) or a blank label of the same 
size. The emblem label was printed 
in same olive-black ink that was 
used to print the emblem labels of 
the 500- and 3,000-stamp Surrey 
coils. 

1 n s-11 ®""" 
Plate 11 39735-11 

Paired with Plate 12 

Rolls of l 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Certified ....................... June 18, 1981 

To Press ........................... July l, 1981 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ......................... 293, 149* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,276,682 

Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 3, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 D 
* This impression total was assumed 
from plate 12 (the only plate paired 
with plate II) because the BEP mis
takenly attributed the impression total 
and cancelation date for plate 9 to plate 

II. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.50 $ 13.25 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 15.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 18.50 c::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



!ns-12 ®~ 
Plate 12 39736-12 

Paired with Plate II 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... June 18, 1981 

ToPress ........................... July I, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 293, 149 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,276,682 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 13, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 [=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.50 $ 13.25 [=::J 
Stripofthree(PS3) ......... 14.50 [=::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.50 [=::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

U ntagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ... 300.00 [=::J 

lns-13 ®~ 
Plate 13 39758-13 

Paired with Plate 14 

Rolls of 100 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... June 18, 1981 

To Press ......................... July 23, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 391 ,896 

Maximum PNCs .................. 7 ,054, 128 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. I 0, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $20.00 [=::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 100 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 5.50 $ 6.00 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.25 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.00 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS4)t .......... N. A. [=::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. [=::J 

t Only one strip of four is known. 

Paper Type Ia 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) ............... $63.00 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 64.00 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 65.00 [=::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

lns-14 ®~ 
Plate 14 39759-14 

Paired with Plate 13 

Rolls of I 00 and 3,000 

Certified ........................ July 17, 1981 

To Press ......................... July 23, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Oct. 6, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 391,897 

Maximum PNCs .................. 7,054,146 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 11, 1981 

Used on Cover ............. $20.00 [=::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of I 00 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $5.50 $6.00 0 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.25 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.00 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS4)t .......... N. A. 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... 0.00 [=::J 

t Only one strip of four is known. 

Paper Type Ia 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PSI) ............... $63.00 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 64.00 [=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 65.00 [=::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 18¢ 

!ns-1s ®~ 
Plate 15 39775-15 

Paired with Plate 16 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Assigned .............................. July 1981 

Certified ....................... Aug. 14, 1981 

To Press ........................ Aug. 18, 1981 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 17, 1981 

Impressions ........................... 195,985 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,527,730 

Earliest Known Use ...... Sept. 5, 1981 

Used on Cover ........... $ 175.00 [=::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) $ 11.00 $ 12.50 [=::J 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 14.00 [=::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 [=::J 
Imperforate · .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

lns-16 ®~ 
Plate 16 39776-16 

Paired with Plate 15 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Assigned ......................... July 5, 1981 

To Press ........................ Aug. 18, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ........................... 195,986 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,527,748 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 13, 1981 

Used on Cover ........... $ 175.00 c::::J 
used mint 

Single (PS 1) $ 11.00 $ 12.50 c::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 14.00 c::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 15.00 c::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::J 
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lns-17 
Plate 17 39819-17 

Paired with Plate 18 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Assigned ....................... July 14, 1981 

To Press ....................... Sept. 16, 1981 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. 112,230 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,020,140 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 20, 1987 

Used on Cover ................. N. A. c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 4.75t $5.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Most used singles were philatelically 
prepared. Rolls from the pairing of 
plates 17 and 18 were rare during the 
18¢ first-class letter rate. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 4.75t $5.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.00 [:==J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. D 

t Most used singles were philatelically 
prepared. Rolls from the pairing of 
plates 17 and 18 were rare during the 
18¢ first-class Jetter rate. 

Plate 19 39855-19 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 13, 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 22 39858-22 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Aug. 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 13, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 23 39879-23 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Sept. 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 13, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

I ll'iJ@o~@ I Plate 24 39880-24 

Never available lna-1a I .....__ _________ ____. Plate 20 39856-20 Assigned ............................ Sept. 1981 

Plate 18 39820-18 

Paired with Plate 17 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................. July 1981 

To Press ....................... Sept. 16, 1981 

Canceled .................... Sept. 26, 1981 * 

Impressions .......................... 112,230* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,020, 140 

Earliest Known Use ........ Jan. 6, 1982 

Used on Cover ........... 1,000.00 c=J 

* The cancelation date and impression 
total for plate 18 is from a letter by 
James R. Williams, Manager of the 
Stamp Management Branch, dated May 
21, 1984. 
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Never available 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 13, 1981 

To Press .................................. :.Never 

Canceled ......................... Apr. 2, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 21 39857-21 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Aug. 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 13, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... June 18, 1982 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 



20¢ Fire Pumper 

Designer .................... James Schleyer 
Burke, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............. Kenneth Kipperman 

Lettering ............ Robert G. Culin, Sr. 
BEP 

l-j,ire Pmnper 
lHGO~ 
IJ1-;A 20c 

Issue date ....... .. .. . December I 0, 1981 
Alexandria, Virginia (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: : ..................... Cottrell Presses 
(80 I, 802, and 804) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

(joint line at right) 

Ink color ........................... Vermillion 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: ............. I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 ............................. 0727 
Rolls of 3,000 .......................... 0728 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Rolls of 500 ............... June 30, 1987 
Rolls of 3,000 .......... Oct. 3I, I987* 

* 20¢ Fire Pumper stamps were put 
back on sale after the April 1988 rate 
increase, but were not sold through the 
Philatelic Sales Division. 

The third coil stamp released in the 
Transportation Series was the 20¢ Fire 
Pumper, issued on December I 0, 198I, 
in Alexandria, Virginia. 

The fire pumper depicted in the de
sign is an Amoskeag fire pumper that 
was purchased by the City of Alex
andria, Virginia, from a Philadelphia 
volunteer fire company in I87I. After 
arriving in Alexandria, the pumper was 
assigned to the Alexandria Volunteer 
Company, a volunteer fire fighting as
sociation that later became known as 
Columbia Engine Company Number 4. 
The Amoskeag pumper, which was 
pulled by a team of two horses, carried 
a boiler used to produced steam that 
operated a suction-type engine that 
could pump water from any available 
source. The pumper pictured on the 
stamp is currently a tourist attraction at 
Station No. 51 of the Alexandria Fire 
Department located at 317 Prince Street 
in Old Town (Alexandria), Virginia. 

The 20¢ Fire Pumper was only issued 
only as a tagged stamp to meet the 
first-class letter rate that had gone into 
effect on November I, 1981. This 
stamp was used to prepay the first-class 
letter rate for more than three years, 
until the rate incresed to 22¢ on Feb
ruary 17, 1985. 

On October 31, 1987, the 20¢ Fire 
Pumper was officially withdrawn from 
philatelic sale. However, this with
drawal ended when the Postal Service 
placed the 20¢ Fire Pumper on sale 
again in vending machines and at phil
atelic counters to meet the new 20¢ 
second-ounce, first-class letter rate that 
went into effect with the April 3, 1988 
rate increases. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 20¢ 

Plates 7 and 8 of the 20¢ Fire Pumper 
came to an early demise as they were 
both destroyed in a fire that broke out in 
the BEP's annex building on March 5, 
1982, at 2:45 am. The fire's severity 
resulted in the scrapping of two of the 
Cottrell presses (802 and 803), while 
the remaining two Cottrell presses (801 
and 804) endured only minor damage 
and were back in production within 72 
hours. 

I T20FP-1 

Plate 1 399I5-I 

Paired with Plate 2 in rolls of 

I 00 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

I 00 and 500 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... Nov. 6, 1981 
To Press .. (with Plate 2) Nov. 9, 1981 

(with Plate 5) Jan. 30, I982.A. 

Canceled ....................... Feb. I6, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 622,953 

Maximum PNCs ............... II ,213,154 
Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 18, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 
.A. This date was derived from research 
by the Plate Number Coil Study Group. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .75 $ I5.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 39.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 170.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS2) ......... 3I5.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6)t ...... N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

t All reported imperforate and miscut 
strips showing plate I are from the 
pairing of plate I with plate 2. 
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IT20FP-2 

Plate 2 39916-2 

Paired with Plate 1 in rolls of 

100 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... Nov. 6, I98I 

To Press .......................... Nov. 9, I98I 

Canceled .......................... Jan. 8, I982 

Impressions ........................... 241 ,235 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,342,230 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 28, 198I 

Used on Cover ............. $35.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.50 $46.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ....... 205.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 435.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS4)t .......... N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. CJ 
t No imperforate plate-numbered 
strips of five stamps or longer have 
been reported. Only one imperforate 
pair with this plate number is known. 

An estimated value is not available. 

Note: The 20¢ Fire Pumper exist on 
FDCs and as used singles with a forged 
plate number 2. 

Note: Two distinct gripper cracks on 
the numbered stamp from some rolls of 
the 20¢ Fire Pumper from plate 2. The 
cracks are known as "Crack over the 
e"-Type I and Type II, respectively. 
The Type I crack (shown in the upper 
illustration in the next column) runs 
upward from the top of the "e" in 
"Fire." The Type II crack (shown in the 
lower illustration in the next column) 
runs upward from the left side of the 
"e" in "Fire." Both cracks are typ

ically faint. A strip showing either of 
these cracks commands an estimated 
premium of $50.00 over the price of a 
strip without the variety. 
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ireP 
860s 
SA20c 

"Crack over the e-Type /" 
gripper crack on the numbered 

stamp from plate 2 

"Crack over thee-Type II" 
gripper crack on the numbered 

stamp from plate 2 
(canceled stamp shown) 

I T20FP-3 

Plate 3 39917-3 

Paired with Plate 4 in rolls of 

500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... Nov. 6, I98I 

To Press .......................... Nov. 9, I981 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 16, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 634,419 

Maximum PNCs ............... II ,419,542 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 21, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .70 $ 3.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS4)t .......... N. A. c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top* ............... N. A. c::::::::J 

t No imperforate plate-numbered 
strips of five stamps or longer have 
been reported. Most imperforate 
stamps with this plate number were cut 
into pairs. An imperforate pair with the 
plate number on the left stamp has an 
estimated value of $430.00. 

* All reported examples showing the 
plate number completely on top are in 
used condition. 

IT20FP-4 

Plate 4 39918-4 

Paired with Plate 3 in rolls of 

500 and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ......................... Nov. 6, 1981 

To Press .......................... Nov. 9, 1981 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 16, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 634,422 

Maximum PNCs ............... 11,419,596 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 29, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .70 $3.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS4) ...... 2,000.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



I T20FP-5 ®~B [iiXi] I 
Plate 5 39952-5 

Paired with Plate 6 in rolls of 

I 00; 500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate I in rolls of 

100 and 500 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate 13 in rolls of 
3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ....................... Nov. 18, 1981 

To Press .. (with Plate 6) Nov. 21, 1981 
(with Plate I) Jan. 30, 1982 

(with Plate 13) ................ N. A. 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 21, 1984 

Impressions ........................ 935,909 .& 

Maximum PNCs ........... 16,846,362 .& 

Earliest Known Use ........ Jan. 3, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 4.00 CJ 
.& The totals shown were calculated by 

the PNCSG. The BEPreported 167,732 

impressions from plate 5-an apparent 

error. For more information, see 
Stephen G. Esrati, "PNC total for 

Pumper Plate 5 raised again," The Plate 
Number, November 1988, based on re
search by George V.H. Godin and Alan 
M. Malakoff. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .70 $2.45 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 2,000.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS2)t ... 750.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top .................. 0.00 CJ 

t All reported imperforate and miscut 

strips showing plate 5 are from the 
pairing of plate I with plate 5. Only one 
numbered pair has been reported. 

Note: The 20¢ Fire Pumper exists on 
FDCs and as used singles with a forged 
plate number 5. · 

Note: A doubling of the printed image, 
caused by a set-off from the chill roller; 
is found on many positions on some 
rolls from the pairing of plates 5 and 
13. The doubling is most noticeable in 
the inscription, but it can also be seen 
in the vignette. For more information, 
see Ken Lawrence, The United States 

Specialist, January, 1986. 
An estimated value for a PS5 ex

hibiting this variety is not available. 

Detail of "chill-roller doubling" 

Plate 6 39953-6 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

100; 500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Certified ....................... Nov. 18, 1981 

To Press ........................ Nov. 21, 1981 

Canceled .......................... Jan. 6, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 426,508 

Maximum PNCs ................. 7,677,144 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 29, 1981 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.15 $26.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 26.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 28.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 20¢ 

IT20FP-7 

Plate 7 39989-7 

Paired with Plate 8 in rolls of 

1 00; 500; and 3,000 (Paper Type 1) 

Assigned ............................ Nov. 1981 

To Press ......................... Jan. 22, 1982 

Canceled ................... Mar. 11 , 1982 .& 

Impressions ........................... 560,319 

Maximum PNCs .............. 10,085,742t 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 17, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 
.& The BEP Plate Activity Report er

roneously reported that plate 7 was 

canceled on March 1. 1982, an obvious 
typographical error. The date has been 
changed to March 11 to match the can
cellation date of plate 8 . 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.05 $ 42.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 96.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 165.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top* ............... N. A. CJ 

t A fire at the BEP on March 5, 1982, 

destroyed the Cottrell press that had 
been printing 20¢ Fire Pumper stamps 
from plates 7 and 8. Both plates were 
destroyed in the fire. Some of the 

stamps printed from these plates are 
believed to have been destroyed, also, 

making the "Maximum PNCs" total too 
high. For more information, see Ken 

Lawrence, The Plate Number, July 

1988. 

* All reported examples showing the 
plate number completely on top are in 
used condition. 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 
extension to the first-day-of-issue can

celation period. 
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I L...-T_2_oF_P_-_a_®_~_~--JI ....__I T_2_oF_P_-_9_®_~----~ IT20FP-10 ~~I 
Plate 8 39990-8 

Paired with Plate 7 in rolls of 

100; 500; and 3,000 (Paper Type/) 

Assigned ............................ Nov. 1981 

To Press ......................... Jan. 22, 1982 

Canceled ....................... Mar. 11, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 560,318 

Maximum PNCs ............. 10,085,724* 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 10, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 D 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.05 $42.00 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 96.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 170.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* A fire at the BEP on March 5, 1982, 
destroyed the Cottrell press that had 
been printing 20¢ Fire Pumper stamps 
from plates 7 and 8. Both plates were 
destroyed in the fire. Some of the 
stamps printed from these plates are 
believed to have been destroyed, also, 
making the "Maximum PNCs" total too 
high. For more information, see Ken 
Lawrence, The Plate Number, July 
1988. 

Note: Although this plate number was 

not sent to press until after the first day 

of issue, it appears on official FDCs 

because the USPS granted a 45-day 

extension to the first-day-of-issue can
celation period. 
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Plate 9 39991-9 

Paired with Plate 10 in rolls of 
3,000 (Paper Type/) 

Assigned ............................ Nov. 1981 

Certified ........................ Feb. 11, 1982 

To Press ........................ Feb. 12, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 21, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 525,606 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,460,908 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 12, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 D 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $2.70 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.60 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,900.00 D 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. D 

Plate 10 39992-10 

Paired with Plate 9 in rolls of 
3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................ Nov. 1981 

Certified ........................ Feb. II, 1982 

To Press ........................ Feb. 12, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 21, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 525,606 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,460,908 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 8, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 D 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.00 $2.70 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.60 D 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... I ,900.00 D 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: See the note about FDCs under 
T20FP-8. 

This emblem-type coil wrapper label features an image of the vignette used on the 
20¢ Fire Pumper stamp. It is confirmed as sealing rolls of 3,000 stamps from the 
following plate pairings: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 5-13, 9-10, and 15-16. Non-emblem labels 
were also used to seal rolls of 3,000 20¢ Fire Pumper stamps. 



Plate 11 40029-11 

Paired with Plate 13 in rolls of 
I 00 and 500 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................ Dec. 1981 

To Press .......................... Feb. 6, 1982 

Canceled ....................... May 24, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 387,248 

Maximum PNCs ................. 6,970,464 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 23, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 36.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 42.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 91.50 c=J 
Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A gripper crack exists on the 
numbered stamp from some rolls of the 
20¢ Fire Pumper from plate 11. The 
crack, which is usually faint, runs up
wards from the engine stack and ex
tends between the "u" and "m" in 
"Pumper." A PS5 showing this variety 
commands an estimated $25.00 pre
mium. 

Ulll}) 

"Smoking engine" gripper crack on 
the numbered stamp from plate 11 

I T20FP-12 ®""" 
Plate 12 40030-12 

Paired with Plate 14 in rolls of 
3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................ Dec. 1981 

To Press ........................ May 12, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 21, 1984 

Impressions ............................. 59, 177 

Maximum PNCs ................. 1 ,065, 186 

Earliest Known Use ...... July 29, 1982 

Used on Cover ........... $ 100.00 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 8.20* $ 8.25 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* Used singles from plate 12 with pur
ple machine cancels have an estimated 
value of $100.00. 

Note: Rolls from plates 12 and 14 were 
put back on sale after the April 1988 
rate increase, which drastically low
ered the dealer prices for these strips. 
Prior to their re-appearance, plate 
strips from these two plates were sell
ing for approximately $300.00 each. 
However, the centering of the newly 
found strips was typically poor, with 
strips from plate 14 being the worse of 
the two. Strips with XF centering were 
rare. Prices shown in this catalog are 
for strips with VF centering. Plate 
strips with XF centering command a 
significant premium of 50-100% over 
the listed prices. Strips that are graded 
F- VF and lower should sell for less 
than the listed prices. 

Transportation Series Stamps, 20¢ 

Plate 13 40050-13 

Paired with Plate II in rolls of 

100 and 500 (Paper Type I) 

Paired with Plate 5 in rolls of 

3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned .............................. Jan. 1982 

To Press . (with Plate II) Feb. 6, 1982 
(with Plate 5) ................ N. A. 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 21, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 514,931 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,268,758 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 9, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ . 70 $ 4.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.60 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top* ............... N. A. c=J 
* All reported examples showing the 
plate number completely on top are in 
used condition. 

Note: A doubling of the printed image, 
caused by a set-off from the chill roller, 
is found on many positions on some 
rolls from the pairing of plates 5 and 13. 
For more information, see the note and 
illustration under T20FP-5. An es
timated value for a PS5 exhibiting this 
variety is no currently available. 

I T20FP-14 ®""" 
Plate 14 40051-14 

Paired with Plate 12 in rolls of 
3,000 (Paper Type/) 

Certified ....................... May 12, 1982 

To Press ........................ May 12, 1982 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 21, 1984 

Impressions ............................. 59,177 

Maximum PNCs ................. I ,065, 186 

Earliest Known Use ........ July 6, 1982 

Used on Cover ........... $ 100.00 c=J 
Continued on the next page 
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T20Fp•14 Contfnuedfrom 
prevwus page 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 8.00* $ 8.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate ......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ................. N. A. c::::::::J 
* Used singles from plate 14 with pur
ple machine cancels have an estimated 
value of $100.00. 

Note: See the note about centering and 
pricing under nOFP-12. 

I T20FP-15 ®~ 
Plate 15 40145-15 

Paired with Plate I 6 in rolls of 

100; 500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................ Mar. 1982 

Certified ........................ Apr. 20, 1982 

To Press .......................... May 7, 1982 

Canceled ....................... June 10, 1982 

Impressions ........................... 264,703 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,764,654 

Earliest Known Use ...... July I2, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 3.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A doubling of the printed image, 
caused by a set-off from the chill roller, 
is found on many positions on some 
rolls from the pairing of plates 15 and 
16. For more information, see the note 
and illustration under nOFP-5. An 
estimated value for a PS5 exhibiting 
this variety is no currently available. 
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Note: A consistent plate flaw, known as 
the "Wounded P, "appears on some of 
the numbered stamps from plate 15. 
The crack runs through the right side of 
the "P" in "Pumper," and extends up
wards. A PS5 exhibiting this variety is 
estimated at $12.50. 

"Wounded P" gripper crack on the 
numbered stamp from plate 15 

I T20FP-16 ®~ 
Plate 16 40I46-I6 

Paired with Plate 15 in rolls of 

100; 500; and 3,000 (Paper Type I) 

Assigned ............................ Mar. 1982 

Certified ........................ Apr. 20, 1982 

To Press .......................... May 7, 1982 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 24, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 264,702 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,764,636 

Earliest Known Use ..... June 23, 1982 

Used on Cover ............... $ 0.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.40 $ 3. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ............ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: A doubling of the printed image, 
caused by a set-off from the chill roller, 
is found on many positions on some 

rolls from the pairing of plates 15 and 
16. For more information, see the note 
and illustration under nOFP-5. An 
estimated value for a PS5 exhibiting 
this variety is no currently available. 

Plate 17 40162-17 

Never available 

Assigned ............................ Mar. 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 24, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 18 40234- I 8 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. May 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 13, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 19 40235- I 9 

Never available 

Assigned ............................. May 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... Feb. 13, 1984 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 



20¢ Cable Car 

Designer ....................... Dan Romano 
Kentfield, California 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Typographer ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 
Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 
Lettering .................. Michael J. Ryan 

BEP 

Issue date ............... October 28, 1988 
San Francisco, California 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ......................... C Press (90 I) 
or D Press (902) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 48 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color ....... Black-violet (PMS 532) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of I 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging types: .......... Block or Overall 

Roll sizes: ........... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 ............................... 7966 
Roll of 3,000 ............................ 7967 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 

The 20¢ Cable Car coil stamp was 
the forty-ninth stamp released in the 
Transportation Series. It was issued on 
October 28, 1988, in San Francisco, 
California. 

The stamp shows a composite San 
Francisco dummy car from the 1880s. 
The dummy car is the lead cable car 
that pulls the passenger cars. The grip
man (driver) rode in this car with a few 
riders. The artist, Dan Romano, based 
his design on photographs from the 
Cable Car Museum in San Francisco. 
Romano incorporated elements from 
several different cars, but he mainly 
based his artwork on a picture of cable 
car No. 46. Unlike any previous 
Transportation Series stamps, the text 
of this stamp appears at the base of the 
design. This was done to give the ap
pearance of the cable car riding over the 
crest of a hill. 

Around the tum of the twentieth 
century, cable cars were a common 
sight on the streets of many American 
cities, from New York to Seattle. 
However, San Francisco-where the 
cable car was invented, and the only 
city where it still thrives today-is the 
only place in the world that is immedi
ately identified with these sturdy ve
hicles. 

The cable car was invented by An
drew S. Hallidie, a British-born man
ufacturer of cable. Hallidie's in
spiration for the cable car came in 1869, 
when he witnessed a team of horses 
struggling to pull a coach of passengers 
up one of San Francisco's steep hills. 
As the coach reached the top of the hill, 
one of the horses faltered, sending the 
coach and horses careening down the 
hill. Although none of the passengers 
was seriously injured, the horses had to 

Transportation Series Stamps, 20¢ 

be destroyed. After viewing the ac
cident, Hallidie set forth to develop a 
safer vehicle for San Francisco's steep 
grades. 

The basic principle of the cable car 
involves a loop of continuous steel 
cable running slightly below the surface 
of the streets, and the car's ability to 
connect and release itself from the 
moving cable. The lead car, or "dum
my," has a grip that extends down 
through a slot in the street. This grip is 
operated by the driver, who can grab or 
release the continuously-moving cable 
to propel or stop the car. The power to 
move the continuous cable comes from 
a centrally-located powerhouse. 

On August 2, 1873, Hallidie opened 
the first cable car line on Clay Street 
Hill in San Francisco. The line only 
consisted of 2, 791 feet of track, and the 
cars moved at a slow four-miles-per
hour pace, which made a one-way ride 
take about 11 minutes. The line was 
considered a success, and soon other 
lines were built. The cable car's ability 
to maneuver easily up and down San 
Francisco's slopes revolutionized the 
city's cross-town transportation. This 
opened up the once sparsely-populated 
hills to new development. 

The cable car's success continued 
until the great San Francisco earthquake 
and fire of 1906, which put many of the 
lines out of business. Over the next four 
decades, the development and imple
mentation of electric trolleys, diesel 
buses, and automobiles severely cut at 
the profitability and use of the cable 
cars. In 1942, an era faded as the orig
inal Clay Street line, started by Hallidie, 
ceased operation. The deterioration of 
San Francisco's cable car system con
tinued until the 1970s, when the cen
tury-old system was saved by a costly 
restoration. A "Save the Cable Cars" 
campaign raised $60 million for a 2-
year overhaul of the remaining three 
routes. Because of these efforts, 37 
cable cars are operating again, reaching 
speeds of 9 ih mph as they climbed up 
the steep hills of San Francisco. 
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The 20¢ Cable Car was only issued 
as a tagged stamp to meet the addi
tional-ounce first class letter rate, 
which became effective on April 3, 
1988. It was first available in rolls of 
500 and 3,000 stamps, but by mid-
1989, the 20¢ Cable Car stamp was also 
available in 100-stamp rolls. The 
smaller size roll was introduced to meet 
the need that had been filled previously 
by the remaining 1 00-stamp rolls of the 
20¢ Fire Pumper and the 20¢ Flag. The 
20¢ added-ounce rate continued until 
February 3, 1991, when it was in
creased to 23¢. 

All three roll sizes of the 20¢ Cable 
Car coil stamp were removed from 
philatelic sale on August 31, 1991. 

T20CC-1 

Plate 1 - Block Tagging* 
(C/D Press) 180874-1 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 9, 1988 

To Press .......................... Oct. 4, 1988 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 10, 1988 

Impressions ......................... 206,500t 

Maximum PNCs .................. 3, 717,000 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 14, 1988 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

* The tagging blocks of 120CC-1 
measure approximately 20.5mm wide 
by 23.5mm high with round corners. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 413,000 impressio,ns 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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Note: Strips with XF centering com
mand a premium. 

I T20CC-2blk 

Plate 2 - Block Tagging* 
(C/D Press) 181150-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

~I 

Assigned ....................... Oct. 26, 1988 

To Press .......................... Nov. 4, 1988 
Apr. 5, 1989 

Mar. 28, 1990 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 18, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 510, 700t 

Maximum PNCs ................. 9,192,600 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 31, 1989 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 c::::::::J 
* 120CC-2blk exists with two different 
types of tagging blocks. The large tag
ging block measures approximately 
20.5mm wide by 23.5mm high and has 
round corners. (This is the same type of 
tagging block found on 120CC-J.) The 
small tagging block measures ap
proximately 19mm wide by 22mm high 
and has square corners. Relative scar
city between the two tagging block siz
es has not been established. 

t This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,021,400 impressions. 
for 432 stamps per "sheet." 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 650.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Illb 

Roll size unknown 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................. $ 5.00 c::::::::J 
Strip ofthree (PS3) ........... 5.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

IT20CC-2ot 

Plate 2 - Overall Tagging* 
(C/D Press) 181150-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type 11/n) 

See the production data for 
120CC-2blk. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 17, 1991 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 c::::::::J 

* The overall tagging on this issue 
exhibits regular, vertical tagging breaks 
that repeat every 24 stamps. The 
position of the tagging breaks remains 
constant (with regards to the plate 
number) throughout the roll. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 3.80 $ 3.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.70 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.25 [=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

12L (PS 16) ..................... 7.50 c::::::::J 
12R (PS 17) · ................... 7.50 c::::::::J 



20.5¢ Fire Engine 

Designer ................ Christopher Calle 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

Art Director 0000000000000000 Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler oo····oo····oooooo Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer 00000 Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette 00000000000 Thomas R. Hipschen 

Lettering 00000000000000000000. Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Fire EuginP 1900s 

20.5lJHA 
ZIP+4 
Presort 

Issue date 0000000000. September 28, 1988 
San Angelo, Texas 

Produced by oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo BEP 

Printing process oooooooooooooooo•oo· Intaglio 

Press .oo.oo 00 00 00 00 00.00 00 00 00 00 00 B Press (70 1) 

Plate size 000000 0000 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval oooo• 00 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink color oooooo• 00 00 Red (PMS 185U) and 
black (service inscription) 

Perforation gauge 00000000 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging types: ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo none 

Roll sizes: ooooooooooooooooooo• 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 00 oo• 00 00 00000000000000 00 00 00. P968 

Withdrawn 
from sale date 00 00 00 August 31 , 1991 

Transportation Series Stamps, 20.5¢ 

The 20.5¢ Fire Engine coil stamp 
was issued on September 28, 1988, in 
San Angelo, Texas. It was the forty
seventh stamp released in the Trans
portation Series, and the second stamp 
of the set to picture firefighting equip
ment. The first stamp of the Trans
portation Series to feature a piece of 
firefighting equipment was the 20¢ Fire 
Pumper stamp, which was issued on 
December 10, 1981. 

The 20.5¢ Fire Engine stamp features 
the Ahrens-Fox Model AC No. 516 fire 
engine that was purchased by the city 
of San Angelo, Texas, in 1913. Ah
rens-Fox was one of the most success
ful manufactures of firefighting equip
ment during the early part of the 
twentieth century. The C in the model 
designation indicates that the truck was 
equipped with a chemical tank. This 
particular fire engine no longer exists. 
It was reported as having been sold for 
scrap in 1946. Christopher Calle of 
Ridgefield, Connecticut, based his de
sign for the stamp on a photo in the 
book Ahrens-Fox Album 1973 by John 
F Sytsma. 

During the early 1900s, gasoline
powered fire engines similar to the 
truck pictured on this stamp replaced 
the horse-drawn, steam-powered fire
fighting equipment that had been used 
since the early 1800s. The combustion 
engine of the new equipment offered 
many improvements over the old, 
manual firefighting equipment. Not 
only did the engine propel the truck, it 
also powered the water pumps. Be
cause of this innovation, fewer fire
fighters were required to operate the 
equipment. 

The 20.5¢ Fire Engine stamp was 
only issued as a precancel in 500- and 
3,000-stamp rolls. A black, two line, 
"ZIP +4 I Presort" service inscription 
appears on the stamp. This service in
scription indicates that the 20.5¢ de
nomination met the rate for first-class 
mail that was presorted using nine
digit ZIP codes (ZIP+4) and mailed in 
batches of 500 or more pieces. The 

20.5¢ rate for this class of mail went 
into effect on April 3, 1988. The new 
rate marked a 3¢ increase from the pre
vious 17.5¢ rate, which was paid by the 
seldom-used precanceled 17.5¢ Racing 
Car coil stamp. The 20.5¢ rate con
tinued through February 3, 1991, when 
it was increased to 23¢. The USPS 
permitted mailers to use the 20.5¢ Fire 
Engine stamp as false franking for the 
23¢ rate until September 9, 1991, with 
the difference paid at the time of mail
ing. 

The 20.5¢ Fire Engine coil stamp was 
removed from philatelic sale on August 
31' 1991. 

500 
'1ur: c::;tt ft-' I'>~J 

STAMPS 
ZIP+ 4 
PRESORT 
$102.50 
@USPS 1988 

PRECANCELLED 

Coif wrapper label printed in gray 
from a roll of 500 20.5¢ Fire 

Engine stamps. 
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I T20.5-1 p 

Plate 1 180748-I 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 10, 1988 

To Press ....................... Sept. 13, 1988 
Oct. 19, 1988 
Nov. 8, 1988 
Apr. 5, 1989 

Oct. 19, 1989 
Jan.2, 1990 

Oct. 1990 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 6, 1988 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 ~ 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.90 $3.00 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Illn 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 12.50 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 13.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 13.50 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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Paper Type Illb* 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................... N. A. C:=J 
Strip of three (PS3) .......... N. A. ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ N. A. c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* This paper type was confirmed just 
prior to the completion of this catalog, 
and therefore, a retail price has not been 
established. 



21¢ Railroad 
Mail Car 

Designer .................... David K. Stone 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Art Director .................. Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chacon as 

Lettering .................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Issue date ................ August 12, 1988 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

(Palace of the Governors) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) ...................... sleeve I 
C Press (90 I) ...................... sleeve 2 

Plate sizes: 
B Press .. .. .. .. .. . 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C Press .. .. .. .. .. . 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval 
B Press ...... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
C Press ...... 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink colors: ............... Green (PMS 455) 
and red (PMS !86) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
(Huck rotary perforator) 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 

(press not specified) ............ P970 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 

The 21¢ Railroad Mail Car was the 
forty-fourth stamp issued in the 
Transportation Series. It was released 
on August 16, 1988, in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. Santa Fe was selected as the 
first-day city because of its long as
sociation with railroads. The first-day
of-issue ceremony was held at the Pal
ace of the Governors, which appears on 
the Jl/4¢ sheet and coil stamps that 
were issued in 1960 as part of the Lib
erty Series. 

The 21 ¢ Railroad Mail Car stamp 
features Postal Car No. 49, a railroad 
mail car that was built by the American 
Car and Foundry Company in 1922. 
This railroad mail car is 641/2 feet long, 
and weighs 112,000 ponds. Inside the 
car is a 45 feet long mail distribution 
section that has 744 separations for let
ter, and 210 separations for papers. 
When the car was no longer needed by 
the U.S. Post Office Department, it was 
donated by the American Car and 
Foundry Company to the Atlanta 
Chapter of the National Railway His
torical Society, Inc. Postal Car No. 49 
was later sold to the North Carolina 
History Corporation, and on June 13, 
1979, it was moved to Spencer, North 
Carolina. The state of North Carolina 
has restored Postal Car No. 49 and uses 
it for demonstrations at the historical 
site where it is kept. 

Railroad mail cars were an integral 
part of America's postal growth, com
bining speedy transportation with in
transit mail processing. 

Although all U.S. railroads were 
constituted as postal routes by the Act 
of July 7, 1838, it was in 1862 that the 
postmaster of St. Joseph, Missouri, 
started a system of sorting and distrib-

Transportation Series Stamps, 21¢ 

500 
I 21¢: 

STAMPS -4 

~ PRESORTED t 
~ FIRST CLASS ~ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 21¢ Railrod Mail Car stamps. 

uting mail on a moving train. The new 
system was initiated on trains between 
Hannibal and St. Joseph in an attempt to 
avoid delays in mail departures for the 
West. Prior to this new system, all mail 
carried on trains was sorted in post of
fices. 

On August 28, 1864, George B. 
Armstrong, assistant postmaster gener
al of Chicago, began an official test of 
a railway post-office car between Chi
cago, Illinois, and Clinton, Iowa. The 
success of the test led to the establish
ment of the Railway Post Office (RPO) 
later that year. During the early years, 
RPOs only occupied small areas at the 
end of baggage cars. But as the western 
population grew and the amount of mail 
increased, it became necessary to use 
entire cars to accommodate RPOs. 

At the height of the railway mail ser
vice-immediately after World War 
11-more than 30,000 transportation 
postal clerks worked on more than 
4,000 RPO cars. The clerks handled 
about 93 percent of all non-local mail as 
they operated on more than I ,500 sep
arate routes that covered about 205 
million miles per year. However, use of 
railroad mail cars quickly diminished 
along with passenger train service, 
which resulted from the increased use 
of automobiles and commercial air
lines. When RPO service was elim
inated in 1977, only two trains re
mained with operating railroad mail 
cars. The two trains ran daily between 
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New York City and Washington. On 
June 30, 1977, last-run ceremonies 
were held in each of the cities, marking 
the end of an era for mail transportation 
that lasted for more than a century. 

The 21¢ Railroad Mail Car stamp 
was only issued as a precancel in 500-
and 3,000-stamp rolls. A two-line 
"Presorted I First-Class" service in
scription appears in red above the car, 
at the right side of the stamp. This ser
vice inscription serves as the precancel 
and indicates that the 21¢ denomination 
met the basic presort rate for first-class 
mail. The 21 ¢ rate for this class of mail 
went into effect on April 3, 1988. The 
new rate marked an increase from the 
previous 18¢ rate, which was paid by 
the precanceled 18¢ Washington Mon
ument coil stamp. The 21 ¢ rate con
tinued through February 3, 1991, when 
the basic rate was increased to 24.8¢. 
The USPS permitted mailers to use the 

21 ¢ Railroad Mail Car coil stamp as 
false franking for the increased rate 
through September 9, 1991, with the 
difference paid at the time of mailing. 

Production of the 21 ¢ Railroad Mail 
Car coil stamp originally began on the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing's B 
press (70 1 ), but production was later 
switched to the C press (90 1) because 
the red ink of the service-inscription 
dried too slowly on the B press infrared 
drying unit. The two presses use seam
less, cylindrical printing sleeves of dif
ferent dimensions, therefore, distinct 
sleeves were produced for each of the 
presses. The B press sleeve has 936 coil 
stamp impressions ( 18 rows of 52 
stamps around), and the C press sleeve 
has 864 coil stamp impressions ( 18 
rows of 48 stamps around). The same 
design was used to produce the printing 
sleeves for the different presses, so the 
only difference in the printing is the 

ursula A. Lescher 
3~ Nottinqham wy. 
somerset. NJ 08873 

sleeve (plate) number and its fre
quency. All of the 21 ¢ Railroad Mail 
Car coil stamps produced on the B press 
were printed from sleeve 1, which pro
duces a repeating sleeve number every 
52 stamps because of the circumference 
of the sleeve. All of the 21 ¢ Railroad 
Mail Car coil stamps produced on the 
C press were printed from sleeve 2, 
which produces a repeating sleeve 
number every 48 stamps because of the 
circumference of the sleeve. Even 
though printing sleeves from the BEP' s 
C press and D press (902) are inter
changeable, there are no reports of 21 ¢ 
Railroad Mail Car coil stamps having 
been printed on the D press. 

Although 21 ¢ Railroad Mail Car 
stamps printed on the C press were not 
available until October 1988, stamps 
showing sleeve number 2 exist on first 
day covers. These covers were sub
mitted for servicing as replacements for 

This cover from a credit card solicitation is franked with two, mechanically-affixed 21¢ Railroad Mail 
Car stamps. (The cover and contents weighs 1.00 ounce, and measures 7.5" wide by 5.5" high.) Al
though no postal marking indicate the date of use, the contents of the mailing state that the credit card 
offer expires December 20, 1990, which indicates that the mailing occured before that date. 
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damaged covers that were canceled 
during the official grace period. 

The 21¢ Railroad Mail Car coil stamp 
was removed from philatelic sale on 
August 3 I , 1991. 

I T21-1 p 

Plate 1 (B Press) 180499-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type lfl) 

Assigned ....................... June 30, 1988 

To Press ......................... July 22, 1988 
Aug. 30, 1988 
Sept. I , 1988 

Dec. 20, 1988 
Nov. 15, 1989 

July 2, 1990 

Canceled ........................ Apr. 13, I993 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 28, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 CJ 
* The BEP has not reported the total 
impressions for this printing sleeve. 

Note: Impeiforate, un-numbered pairs 
exist on FDCs. One impeiforate, plate
numbered strip of five is known on an 
FDC. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.50 $3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.90 CJ 
Imperforate ................... 550.00 CJ 
Number on top ...................... unknown 

Note: A consistent plate flaw, known as 
the "Railroad Tracks," exists at the BR 

position on some 21¢ Railroad Mail 
Car rolls from sleeve I. The flaw ap
pears as three vertical lines with ere
sent-shaped shadows to the left of each 
line. Because (~{the location of the flaw, 
it is typically severed when the printed 
web is sliced into coils. A matched set 
of plate strips (top and bottom) showing 
this variety has an estimated value of 
$65.00. 

"Railroad Tracks" (top) and 
"Railroad Tracks Continuation" 

(bottom) at position BR 

Plate 2 (C Press) 180844-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 31, 1988 

To Press ......................... Sept. 9, 1988 
Oct. I7, I988 
Mar. 23, I990 
Sept. 29, I990 

Oct. 1990 
Jan. 1991 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 24, I991 

Impressions ...................... I,477,752* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 26,599,536 

Earliest Known Use ...... Oct. 28, 1988 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,455,504 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Transportation Series Stamps, 21¢ 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.00 $ 3.25 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Illb 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 5.00 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 6.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type Illn 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $6.75 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.25 c::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.75 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Railroad Mail (',ar 
1920s 

lmilroad Mail Car 
l!l'JOR Prooorl<ld 

First-Class 

IWlroadMaiiCar 
1920s Prvuorte<l 

Flrst·Cia88 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

Approximately five covers bearing strips of the 21¢ Railroad Mail Car 
stamps showing plate number 2 received official first-day cancellations. 
(Cover from the collection of Larry Graf.) 
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23¢ Lunch 
Wagon 

Designer ............ Robert Brangwynne 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Art Director .............. Richard Sheaff 
CSAC 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer ............. Richard Sheaff 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Issue date .................... April 12, 1991 
Columbus, Ohio (COLOPEX '91) 

Produced by .............•................ BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. C Press (901) 

Plate size . . .. . . . . .. 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: .............. Blue (PMS 295U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9,8 vertically 
• Rolls of 1 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging types: 
Sleeve 2 ..... Surface phosphor paper 
Sleeve 3 ..... Surface phosphor paper 

or Embedded phosphor paper 
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Roll sizes: ........... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 100 ............................... 7913 
Roll of 500 ............................... 7914 
Roll of 3.000 ............................ 7915 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 

The 23¢ Lunch Wagon coil stamp 
was the fifty-fifth stamp issued in the 
Transportation Series. It debuted on 
Aprill2, 1991, at the COLOPEX stamp 
show in Columbus, Ohio, along with 
the $5.80 Wood Duck booklet printed 
by the BEP and the $5.80 Wood Duck 
booklet printed by KCS Industries. Al
though no formal first-day ceremony 
was held for the release of the stamps, 
the USPS distributed generic blue first
day folders containing the new stamps 
as souvenirs. 

The 23¢ coil stamp shows an 1890s 
lunch wagon. This type of vehicle, 
which is considered a forerunner of the 
fixed-location diners of the 20th cen
tury, was used as a roving cafe in certain 
American cities. The design is based on 
a lunch wagon shown in an 1890s ad
vertisement by Charles H. Palmer, a 
manufacturer of fancy night cafes from 
Worcester, Massachusetts. Charles 
Palmer was an innovator of this type of 
vehicle. On September I , 1891, he re
ceived the first patent for a lunch wagon 
design, which became tht< standard 
configuration for lunch wagons for the 
next 20 years. His specialized design 
had an enclosed body with the forward 
part extending over a set of small front 
wheels, and the rear portion made nar
rower to fit between the tops of the high 
back wheels. The narrower, rear of the 
wagon housed the "kitchen apartment." 
This area was separated by a counter 
from the "dining-room space" at the 
front of the wagon. The enclosed din
ing area gave the customers shelter 
from the weather, and.allowed them to 
sit on stools while they ate. Palmer's 

design also included a serving window 
above one of the high rear wheels for 
passing food to customers standing at 
the curb. 

Palmer manufactured and sold two 
models of his lunch wagon design. The 
fancier of the two was "The Star," 
which was elegantly painted and ringed 
with stained glass windows that were 
etched with stars. The other model, 
"The Owl," is featured on the 23¢ 
Lunch Wagon stamp. It was much 
simpler in appearance and had fewer 
windows. 

The 23¢ denomination met the added 
ounce rate for first-class mail weighing 
more than one ounce. The 23¢ rate be
came effective on February 3, 1991. 

The 23¢ Lunch Wagon stamp was 
originally produced in rolls on I 00; 
500; and 3,000 stamps on surface 
phosphor paper. This type of paper has 
the phosphor taggant applied to the 
paper before the stamps are printed. 
Surface phosphor paper is smooth and 
appears uniformly bright when exposed 
to short-wave ultraviolet light. The 23¢ 
Lunch Wagon was the first stamp in the 
Transportation Series to be printed on 
"pre-phosphored paper." Unlike 
stamps that were previously printed on 
surface phosphor paper, the 23¢ Lunch 
Wagon coils had dull gum. 

Later production runs of the 23¢ 
Lunch Wagon were printed on em
bedded phosphor paper. Unlike the 
surface phosphor paper that was used 
earlier (which has the phosphor taggant 
on the surface of the paper), the phos
phor taggant of the embedded phosphor 
paper penetrates the surface of the 
paper, which results in an uneven 
(blotchy) glow when exposed to short
wave ultraviolet light Two types of 
embedded phosphor paper was used. 
One type has dull gum and the other has 
shiny gum. 



Plate 1 187981-1 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 24, 1991 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1991 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

IT23-2 

Plate 2 187985-2 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type IV) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 24, 1991 

To Press .......................... Feb. 4, 1991 

Canceled ....................... Mar. 15, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 273,523* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,923,414 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 12, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 c=:J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.20 $2.90 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.20 c=:J 
Imperforate ................... 750.00 c=:J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 547,045 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

IT23-3sp 

Plate 3 - Surface Phosphor 
188104-3 

Rolls of 100 and 500 (Paper Type IV) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 14, 1991 

To Press ........................ Feb. 25, 1991 

Sept. 2, 1993 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 10, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=:J 
* Information obtained by the Plate 
Number Coil Study group showed that 
there were 239,390 impressions in the 
September 1993 run alone. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.20 $2.90 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.20 c=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 850.00 c=:J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 850.00 c=:J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Transportation Series Stamps, 23¢ 

IT23-3ep 

Plate 3 - Embedded Phosphor 
188104-3 

Rolls of 100 

See the production data for T23-3sp. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c=J 

Dull Gum 

Rolls of IOO 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $2.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.70 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1, 100.00 c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Shiny Gum 

Rolls of IOO 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $2.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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24.1 ¢ Tandem 
Bicycle 

Designer ................ Christopher Calle 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ................. Michael J. Ryan 

'Thndem Bicycle 
1890s 24.1 

ZIP+4 

BEP 

Issue date ............... October 26, 1988 
Redmond, Washington 

(Sahalee Country Club) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (701) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: .............. Blue (PMS 295U) 
and red (PMS 186U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9:8 vertically 
Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 .............................. P974 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1991 
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On October 26, 1988, the USPS is
sued the 24.1¢ Tandem Bicycle coil 
stamp. It was the forty-eighth design
different stamp issued in the Trans
portation Series. Redmond, Washing
ton, which is known as "The Bicycle 
Capital of the Northwest," was the site 
of the first-day ceremony. 

The stamp features a Columbia 

Model No. 43 tandem bicycle that was 
built in 1896 by the Pope Man
ufacturing Company of Hartford, Con
necticut. The actual bicycle that was 
used as the model of this stamp is part 
of the Smithsonian Institution's collec
tion 

Tandem bicycles require close co
ordination of the two riders. The re
quired harmony of motion has caused 
the tandem bicycle to become an icon 
for togetherness-so much so, that it is 
considered romantic for a couple to 
share a ride. This romantic image was 
set to music in 1892 by Harry Dacre in 
the song Daisy Bell. His lyrics of the 
tum-of-the-century tune are still fa

miliar today. 

Daisy, Daisy, tell me your answer, do. 
I'm half crazy. all for the love of you. 
It won't be a stylish marriage, 
I can't afford a carriage, 
But you 'lllook sweet upon the seat 
Of a bicycle built for two. 

The Tandem Bicycle stamp was only 
produced in a service-inscribed version 
in rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps. The 
red "ZIP+4" service inscription in the 
lower-right comer of the stamp in
dicates its intended use to pay the 24.1 ¢ 
rate for non-presorted mailings that in

cluded 9-digit (ZIP+4) ZIP codes in the 
addresses. This rate became effective 
on April 3, 1988, and continued until 
the rate increased to 27.6¢ on February 
3, 1991. 

To qualify for the .9¢ discount off the 
25¢ first-class letter rate, a business was 
required to complete a simple postal 
form and have at least 250 letters in 
each mailing. The addresses on the let
ters had to be clearly typed and fol-

lowed by the addressee's full 9-digit 
ZIP code. Although mailers did not 
have to presort the letters by ZIP code, 
they were required to deliver the mail
ing at a post office counter instead of 
using a mailbox. 

The same .9¢ discount applied for the 
ZIP+4 discount during the 22¢ first
class letter rate. In 1987, the Postal 
Service board of governors attempted 
to increase the discount to 2¢, but the 
23¢ ZIP+4 rate was rejected because of 
concerns that many mailers would de
cide to take advantage of the increased 
discount and eliminate the presorting 

costs. 
The 24.1¢ Tandem Bicycle stamp 

was removd from philatelic sale on 
August 31, 1991. 

Plate 1 180817-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ...................... Aug. 25, 1988 

To Press ....................... Sept. 28, 1988 
Dec. 19, 1988 

Dec. 1990 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 14, 1988 

Used on Cover ............. $ 15.00 c::::::::J 

* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 

printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.40 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.40 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



25¢ Bread Wagon 

Designer ................. William H. Bond 
Arlington, Virginia 

Art Director ........... Howard D. Paine 
CSAC 

Modeler ....................... none required 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ................. Michael J. Ryan 
BEP 

Issue date ........... November 22, 1986 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

(VAPEX stamp show) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) ........... sleeves I and 5 
C Press (90 I) and/or 
D Press (902) ...... sleeves 2, 3, and 4 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C!D Press ....... 20 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press ...... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
C!D Press .. 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink colors: ................... Orange brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of 100 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: .......... I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 500) ............... 0789 
B Press (roll of 3,000) ............ 0753 
C Press (roll of 100) ................ 0724 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ......... April 30, 1989 

The 25¢ Bread Wagon coil stamp, 
the twenty-ninth issue added to the 
Transportation Series, was issued on 
November 22, 1986. An official first
day-of-issue ceremony for the stamp 
was held at the V APEX '86 stamp show 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

The stamp shows a typical, horse
drawn bread wagon from the late 
1800s. This type of vehicle was used to 
deliver commercially baked bread to 
grocery stores and individual homes. 
William H. Bond, the stamps designer, 
prepared the composite image of the 
bread wagon from several archival 
drawings and photographs. 

When the 25¢ Bread Wagon stamp 
was initially released, it was only 
available in rolls of 3,000 stamps. It 

was specifically issued as a re
placement for the tagged 25¢ Paul Re
vere coil from the Liberty Series, which 
had been available since 1973. The in
itial Bread Wagon stamps were printed 
on the BEP' s B press (70 I), and there
fore, had a single sleeve number that 
repeated at 52-stamp intervals. A sin
gle sleeve with sleeve number I was 
used to print this initial supply of 
3,000-stamp rolls. The large size rolls 
were intended for use in post office 
vending machines, mainly for after
hour patrons mailing parcels and over
weight letters, where the 25¢ de
nomination was useful in multiples or 
in combination with other stamps. The 
25¢ denomination also met the inter
national surface postcard rate to coun
tries other than Canada and Mexico. 

The start of the new 25¢ first-class 

Transportation Series Stamps, 25¢ 

letter rate on April 3, 1988, dramatically 
increased the production of 25¢ Bread 
Wagon stamps. The huge demand for 
25¢ stamps in rolls of 1 00; 500; and 
3,000 stamps prompted the man
ufacturing of four new Bread Wagon 
printing sleeves. Sleeves 2, 3, and 4 of 
the 25¢ Bread Wagon were prepared for 
use on the BEP's C press (901) or D 
press (902), which use interchangeable 
sleeves. The sleeves have sleeve num
bers that repeat at 48-stamp intervals. 
The Bread Wagon stamps printed from 
the C/D press sleeves were only pro
cessed into rolls of 100 stamps. Sleeve 
5 was the second 25¢ Bread Wagon 
prepared for the B press. As with sleeve 
1, its sleeve number repeats at a 52-
stamp interval. The stamps printed 
from sleeve 5 were processed into coil 
of 500 and 3,000 stamps. 

In addition to the distinct plate num
bers and the rolls sizes, the stamps 
printed on the C/D presses also appear 
more yellow than the 25¢ Bread Wagon 
stamps printed on the B press. 

The 25¢ Bread Wagon coils were 
withdrawn from philatelic sale on April 
30, 1989. 

I T 2 5-1 [1] [SP] l'i'CJ 

Plate 1 (B Press) 177273-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Sept 26, 1986 

To Press .......................... Oct. 8, 1986 

Canceled ....................... Apr. 16, 1988 

Impressions ......................... 709,470* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 12,770,451 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 22, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $2.00 CJ 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,418,939 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

Continued on the next page 
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T25-1 Continued from 
previous page 

Paper Type III 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.20 $ 2.40 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.20 c=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... I ,000.00 c=:J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 3,000 

mint 

Single (PSI) .................. $ 3. 75 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.50 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.00 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T25-2 

Plate 2 (C/D Press) 179533-2 

Rolls of 100 (Paper Type II) 

Assigned ........................ Jan. 21, 1988 

To Press .......................... Feb. 9, 1988 
Mar. 18, 1988 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 23, 1988 

Impressions ......................... 636,000* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 12,720,000 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 23, 1988 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 c=:J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 1,272,000 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .50 $2.70 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 275.00 c=:J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c=:J 
Imperf. between (PS6) ..... N. A. c=:J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: The shape of the plate number 
varies. Eight distinct shapes are de
scribed by F. M. Arndt in Coil Line, 
February 1989. 

I T25-3 

Plate 3 (C/D Press) 179696-3 

Rolls of I 00 (Paper Type II) 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 18, 1988 

To Press ........................ Feb. 26, 1988 

Canceled ........................ Nov. 2, 1988 

Impressions ...................... I ,089,750* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 21,795,000 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 23, 1988 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 c=:J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 2,179,500 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .50 $2.70 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 200.00 c=:J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 350.00 c=:J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T25-4 

Plate 4 ( C/D Press) 179802-4 

Rolls of I 00 (Paper Type II) 

Assigned ........ : ............... Mar. 4, 1988 

To Press ........................ Mar. 21, 1988 
Aug. 29, 1988 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1991 

Impressions ...................... 2,779,750* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 55,595,000 

Earliest Known Use ..... May II, 1988 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 c=:J 
* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 5,559,500 impressions 
for 480 stamps per "sheet." 

used mint 

) $ 50 $ 2. 70 CJ Single (PSI ... . 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 250.00 CJ 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 400.00 CJ 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I T25-5 

Plate 5 (B Press) 179910-5 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 (Paper Type Ill) 

Assigned ...................... Mar. 30, 1988 

To Press .......................... Apr. 4, 1988 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... May 27, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $6.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.20 $3.30 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.70 c::::=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown ~ 
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$1 Seaplane 

Designer ................... Chuck Hodgson 
Newhall, California 

Art Director ................ .Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
USPS 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Vignette ............... Gary M. Chaconas 

Lettering ....................... John Masure 
BEP 

$lusA 
Seaplane 1914 

Issue date .................... April 20, 1990 
Phoenix, Arizona 

(AR!PEX '90 stamp show) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: 
B Press (70 I) ...................... sleeve I 
CID Press (901/902) ............ sleeve 3 

Plate sizes: 
B Press ........... 18 rows of 52 stamps 
C/0 Press ....... 18 rows of 48 stamps 

Plate number intervals: 
B Press ...... 52 stamps (no joint line) 
C/0 Press .. 48 stamps (no joint line) 

Ink colors: .............. Blue (PMS 295U) 
and red (PMS 186U) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging types: 
Overall tagging .................... B Press 
Embedded phosphor ....... C/0 Press 

Roll size ....................................... 500 

USPS item numbers: 
B Press (roll of 500) ............... 7703 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

The $1 Seaplane coil stamp was is
sued on April 20, 1990, in Phoenix, 
Arizona, with an official first-day-of
issue ceremony at the ARIPEX '90 
stamp show. Originally, the 5¢ Circus 
Wagon had been scheduled to debut at 
the stamp show, but a need for $1.00 

coil stamps prompted the USPS to re
lease the Seaplane stamp instead. Sup
plies of the $1 Eugene O'Neill coil 
stamp, originally issued in 1973 as part 
of the Prominent Americans Series, 
apparently had run low and could not be 
easily replenished because it was a 
product of the BEP's Cottrell presses, 
which were discontinued in 1985. Coil 

stamps with $1 denominations are pro
duced for use in post office lobby 
vending machines so that postage can 
be purchased for parcels when the main 
windows of the post office are closed. 

Although the Seaplane was the fifty
second stamp added to the Trans
portation series, it was the first design 
to feature an aircraft, and the first to 
show people in the depicted vehicle (in 
this case, a pilot and a passenger). The 
stamp shows a 1914 Benoist Type XIV 
Airboat, designed by Thomas Benoist 
of St. Louis, Missouri. The biplane, 
which had a boat's hull and was pow

ered by two pusher-type propellers, was 
used to establish the first regularly 
scheduled, commercial airline pas
senger service. The plane carried a pi
Jot, one passenger, and express cargo, 
on a 19-mile route between Tampa and 
St. Petersburg, Florida. The service be
gan on January I, 1914, and continued 
until March 31, 1914. During the three 
months of operation, about I ,200 pas
sengers paid the $5 fee for the short 
flight (approximately 25 minutes). 
Passengers were allowed a combined 
passenger and baggage weight of 200 
pounds. Combined weights in excess 

Transportation Series Stamps, $1 

of this limit were charged at a rate of $5 
per I 00 pounds, with a minimum fee of 
25¢. Newspapers, hams, bacon, and 
flowers were some of the items that 
were regularly delivered as express 
freight. 

The $1 Seaplane stamps were in
itially printed on the BEP's B press 
(70 1) using sleeve 1. The B press 
printing sleeve has 936 subjects (52 
subjects around and 18 subjects across). 
Therefore, coil stamps printed on the 
B press have sleeve numbers that repeat 

at 52-stamp intervals. The stamps from 
the initial printing were only produced 
in 500-stamp rolls. Unlike previously 
issued, tagged B-press coil stamps, the 
$1 Seaplane was produced with overall 
tagging. Earlier B-press coils were 
produced with block tagging so that the 
perforating pins would not have to pen
etrate the abrasive taggant. 

Two types of overall tagging exist on 
the Seaplane coil. 

One type exhibits stationary vertical 
tagging breaks (untagged areas) that 
repeat at 26-stamp intervals. The tag
ging break remains in a constant posi
tion in relation to the plate-numbered 
stamp; there may be some slight vari
ation back and forth, but there is no 
significant progression (consistent 
movement to the right) of the tagging 
break throughout the roll of stamps. To 
date, the stationary tagging break has 
only been found at positions 12L and 
IlL. 

The other B-press overall tagging 
type has tagging breaks that consistent
ly move in relation to the plate
numbered stamp. This type of tagging 
is referred to as a walking tagging break 
because it moves approximately 1/3 of 
a stamp with each consecutive revolu
tion of the tagging cylinder. Because 
this type of tagging break moves, all 

positions are possible. 
In 1993, the production of the $1.00 

Seaplane coil stamp was moved to the 
BEP' s C press (90 I) and/or D press 
(902). The press change required the 
production of new printing sleeves. 
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Sleeve number 2 was assigned in I99I, 
but never used. It may have been for 
the B press, which was taken out of 

service in I993. Sleeve number 3 was 
used as the first C/D press sleeve for the 

Seaplane. The C and D presses use in

terchangeable printing sleeves that 
have 864 coil subjects ( 48 subjects 
around and I8 subjects across). There
fore, coil stamps printed on the C and 
D presses show a sleeve number that 

repeats every 48 stamps. All of the 

$1.00 Seaplane stamps produced on the 
C and/or D press were printed on em
bedded phosphor paper. To date, these 
stamps have only been found in coils of 
500 stamps. 

I T$1-1 

Plate 1 - Overall Tagging* 
(BPress) I84370-I 

Rolls of 500 
(tagging breaks) 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 22, 1989 

To Press ....................... Mar. 26, I990 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.t 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 23, I990 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* Two types of overall tagging exist on 

this issue. Each type exhibits regular, 
vertical tagging breaks. On one type, 
the position of the tagging breaks 
remains constant (with regards to the 
plate number) throughout the roll. On 
the other type, which is referred to as a 
"walker," the position of the tagging 

break moves approximately l/3 of a 

stamp to the right with each successive 
appearance. 

t The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 
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Paper Type Illb 
(stationary tagging breaks) 

Rolls of 500 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.30 $ 4.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 10.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforatet .................... N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged error .... : ................ unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Tagging Breaks (every 26 stamps): 

12L * (PS I6) ................. I7 .50 c::::::::J 
II L * (PS 15) ................. I7 .50 c::::::::J 
PS5 with untagged 

stripe at top .............. I5.00 c::::::::J 
PS5 with untagged 

stripe at bottom ........ 15.00 c::::::::J 

t A single strip of nine (no number) 
imperforate $I Seaplane stamps were 
found on a non-philatelic Express Mail 
cover mailed April 25, 1991. A strip of 
four (no number) imperforate Seaplane 
stamps was also found used on a cover 

mailed Feb. 22, 1991. 

* This tagging break location is 
constant throughout the roll. 

Paper Type Illn 
(walking tagging breaks) 

Rolls of 500 

mint 

Single (PS 1) .................. $ 6.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 10.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... I2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) showing 

tagging break* ............ I8.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* This tagging type has a break that 
moves approximately 'h of a stamp to 
the right with each successive appear
ance. 

Plate 2 (Press unknown) ??????-2 
Never available 

Assigned ......................... June 4, 1991 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

* The BEP has not reported the can

cellation and total impressions for this 

printing sleeve. 

I T$1-3 

Plate 3 - Embedded Phosphor 
(C/D Press) ??????-3 
Rolls of 500 (Paper Type EPG) 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ..................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Mar. 4, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 
* The BEP has not reported the can
cellation and total impressions for this 
printing sleeve. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.30 $4.80 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 7.50 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 10.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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Miscellaneous Coil Stamps 

As the title implies, this section of the catalog serves 
as a catch all for the coil stamps that have been issued 
by the USPS since 1981 that do not truly fit into a 
defined set or series. Although these miscellaneous 
coils are not integral parts of larger sets, they contain 
plate numbers-similar to almost all other coils is
sued during this period-and therefore, are very col
lectable. This section presents these miscellaneous 
coil issues in the following order: · 

1. Variable-denomination coil 

2. (10¢) Bulk Rate Eagle & Shield 

3. 18¢ Washington Monument 

4. 19¢ Fishing Boat 

5. 20¢ Consumer Education 

6. 21.1¢ Letters 

7. 25¢ Honeybee 

8. 29¢ Flower 

For several years, the only coil stamp issued with a 
plate number that did not belong to a series was the 
20¢ Consumer Education stamp issued in 1982. Ex
cept for certain airmail coil stamps, the 20¢ Consumer 
Education stamp was the first non-definitive design 
issued only in coil format. (The first non-definitive 
coil stamp was the 2¢ Edison commemorative stamp 
issued in 1929, which celebrated the fiftieth an
niversary of the invention of the incandescent electric 
lamp. It was also issued in sheet form.) Originally, 
the 20¢ Consumer Education stamp was projected to 
be the first in a series of stamps with a consumer 
theme, but that idea was dropped-and now it stands 
alone. 

At left, the first non-definitive coil stamp, which was 
issued in 1929. At right, the first non-definitive coil 

stamp to include a plate number on the stamp. 

Although the Transportation Series included the 
various bulk rates of the 1981-1985 period, com
mercial mailers clamored for more colorful coil 
stamps. Studies showed that mail bearing colorful 
stamps would attract the recipient's attention and 
cause him to open the mail more readily than if it had 
been franked with an imprinted meter, which is com
monly found on bills and junk mail advertisements. 
Thus, the 18¢ Washington Monument coil stamp and 
the 21.1¢ Letters coil stamp were produced for the 
1985 rate modifications. These multicolored, gra
vure-printed coil stamps tested a new concept for the 
USPS, which eventually evolved into the highly suc
cessful designs of the non-denominated (10¢) Bulk 
Rate Eagle & Shield coil stamp and the 23¢ USA coil 
stamp. 

At top, the first gravure-printed coils from 1985, 
which had unpopular designs. At bottom, the highly 

successful gravure-printed stamps issued in 
1991 and 1992. 

In 1988, the Postal Service began issuing stamps 
that had a wildlife theme. The USPS has refused to 
publicly acknowledge that these stamps represent a 
Wildlife Series, but their internal paperwork indicates 
otherwise. To date, the denominations of these 
stamps range from the 1¢ American Kestrel to the 
$2.00 Bobcat. During 1988-89, four 25¢ stamps 
showing wildlife were issued. The only coil of the 
four stamps was the 25¢ Honeybee. A second wildlife 
coil stamp, a 30¢ Pumpkinseed Sunfish, was planned 
for a 1991 first-class rate change, but the stamp was 
aborted when the first-class rate remained at 29¢. The 
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Sunfish later appeared as a 45¢ sheet stamp. Because 
the 25¢ Honeybee is the only coil stamp in the Wild
life Series to date, it falls into the miscellaneous coil 
section of this catalog. The 1995 rate change and a 
continuation of the Wildlife Series, may require that 
a "Wildlife Series Coil Stamps" section be added to 
future PNC Catalogs. 

The stamps shown above are a small sample of the 
issues released since 1988 that can be considered the 
"Wildlife Series." To date, the "Wildife Series" has not 

been officially acknowledged by the USPS. 

The 29¢ Flower coil stamp also falls into the "Mis
cellaneous Coil Stamps" section of this catalog. Its 
adaptation from the contingency "F" (29¢) design was 
originally envisioned as a means of quickly producing 
additional first-class denominated stamps after the 
rate increase by only changing the black plate, which 
printed the inscription and denomination. In actual
ity, a change in printers and presses necessitated a 
complete set of new plates. Some people consider 
this stamp a flora part of the Wildlife Series (along 
with several other stamps)-but to the PNC world, it 
is justifiably considered another miscellaneous coil 
issue. 
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The non-denominated "F" coil stamp and the 29rt 
Flower coil stamp share the same basic design. 

In 1988, the USPS issued a 15¢ Beach Umbrella 
stamp in booklet format. It addressed the demand by 
postal customers for an attractive postcard stamp in a 
format that was convenient for vacationers. When the 
postcard rate increased to 19¢ in 1991, three new 19¢ 
stamps were issued-the 19¢ Fawn sheet stamp 
(which is part of the Wildlife Series), a 19¢ Hot Air 
Balloon booklet stamp, and a 19¢ Fishing Boat coil 
stamp. Although the coil stamp featured a boat, its 
full-color, gravure-printed design was radically dif
ferent from the line-engraved designs of the Trans
portation Series. The three postcard rate stamps that 
are not currently part of a set or series-the 15¢ Beach 
Umbrella booklet stamp, the 19¢ Hot Air Balloon 
booklet stamp, and the 19¢ Fishing Boat coil 
stamp-may represent the start of a new series, but 
only time will tell. 

These three postcard rate stamps have similar design 
themes, but the USPS has not acknowledged them as 

part of a continuing set. 

Finally, advanced postal technology is also repre
sented in this section of the catalog. In 1989, the 
Postal Service experimented with computer vended 
postage. This test produced self-adhesive labels with 
postage denominations printed at the time of pur
chase. These labels are referred to as Autopost labels. 
In 1991, the Postal Service resumed its experiment 
with computer-vended postage with the Universal 
Mailing Center (UMC), which prints the required de
nomination on a pre-printed, non-denominated coil 
stamp at the time of purchase. To date, this latest 
tests, which blurs the boundary between meters and 
stamps, has produced two major types of the com
puter-vended coil stamps. The success of the USPS' 
computer-vended experiments will determine if these 
labels and stamps are the predecessors of a common 
alternative to printed postage stamps and meter im
prints. 



Variable
Denomination 
Coil (BEP) 

Designer ................ Richard D. Sheaff 
Needham Heights, Massachusetts 

Art Director .................. Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ...................... V. Jack Ruther 
BEP 

Typographer ......... Richard D. Sheaff 
Needham Heights, Massachusetts 

Engravers: 

Vignette ..................... Gary Chaconas 

Lettering ..................... Dennis Brown 
BEP 

Issue date ................ August 20, 1992 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. C Press (90 1) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 48 stamps 
no joint line 

Plate number interval ...... 48 stamps 

Ink colors: .................... Red and blue 

Perforation gauge .... 9.8 horizontally 
on Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging types: 
1st Printing .......... Surface phosphor 

paper 

2nd Printing .... Embedded phosphor 
paper 

Roll size .................................... 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
29¢ stamps ............................. 9344 t 
Strip of 30 29¢ stamps 
including plate number ......... 9345t 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
USPS item 9344 ..................... N. A. 
USPS item 9345 ........ July 21, 1994 

t Item number 9344 replaced item 
number 7765, and 9345 replaced 7766. 

The USPS released the first Uni

versal Vending Machine (UVM) coil 

stamp in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on 
August 20, 1992. This vertically
oriented variable-denomination coil 
(VDC) stamp was designed for use in 
the Eca-Gard experimental Postage and 

Mailing Center (PMC) machines. On 

August 2 I, 1992, additional PMCs 

went into service in the following cit

Ies: 

• Detroit, MI 
• Ann Arbor, MI 
• Monterey Park, CA 

• Irvine, CA 

• Norman, OK 
• Miami, FL 

• Washington, DC 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, VDC 

The Eca-Gard PMC (pictured below) 
is a self-service mailing center that can 

weigh a letter or parcel, determine the 

postage necessary for the desired level 
of service, and print a stamp displaying 

the appropriate amount of postage, from 
I¢ to $99.99. (In December 1992, the 
project manager ordered technicians to 
program the PMCs so that the minimum 
denomination of this range would be 
19¢-the first-class postcard rate. This 

new minimum was invoked to eliminate 

the revenue loss created by collectors 

buying large quantities of I¢ stamps to 
obtain numbered strips.) Eca-Gard was 
one of two companies supplying PMCs 
to the USPS for testing. The testing 
was originally scheduled for a period of 

one year, but the long delay in the ap

pearance of the PMCs supplied by the 
other company, Unisys, extended the 

testing into 1994. 

In 1991, the Bureau of Engaving and 
Printing (BEP) printed 2,000 rolls of 
3,000 stamps for use in the Eca-Gard 
PMCs. The design of the coil featured 
a blue shield of stars and stripes with 

red and white striped bunting draped on 

both sides. Centered below the shield is 
"USA" and an area for the de-

The Eca-Gard experimental Postage and Mailing Center (PMC) machines dis
pensed the vertical, variable-denomination coil stamps printed by the BEP. 
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nomination, which is printed at the time 
of sale. This first printing of the non
denominated coil stamps was on sur
face-phosphored paper with dull gum. 

A second printing from the same in
taglio sleeve (I) was made in February, 
1993. The second printing is seven 
times larger than the first, and is easily 
distinguishable by the gum and the 
tagging. The distinctive second print
ing has shiny gum on embedded phos
phor paper. This type of tagging ap
pears mottled when exposed to 
shortwave ultraviolet light. 

The BEP-produced VDC coil dis
plays a single plate number that repeats 
at 48-stamp intervals. Unlike all pre
vious coil stamps that have contained 
plate numbers, the Eca-Gard VDC coil 
stamp's plate number is not centered at 
the base of the stamp's design; instead, 
the plate number appears perpendicular 
to the design, centered on the left edge 
of the stamp. In actuality, the BEP 
placed the plate number in the same 
position as on every other PNC. Be
cause the width of this design is larger 
than its height, the design was rotated to 
fit the standard BEP production format 
for horizontal coils. 

The plate number of the 
variable-denomination coil was 

stamped perpendicular to the design 
on the left side of the stamp. 

Although this stamp could be printed 
with a wide range of denominations, 
the USPS Philatelic Fulfillment Service 
Center supplied only 29¢ examples. 
Some philatelists, however, opted to 
collect strips displaying the common 
first-class rates ( 19¢, 23¢, 29¢, etc.). 
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There also has been interest in sets in
cluding all of the denominations from 
1 ¢ to 18¢, since they are less common 
because of the increase in the minimum 
denomination. (It is estimated that 
fewer than 800 sets of numbered strips 
exist from the first printing exist, and 
fewer than 100 sets of numbered strips 
exist from the second printing.) 

Because different denominations 
could be specified with each con
secutive purchase, a varied array of 
se-tenant denominations exist on num
bered strips. Machine-created freaks 
also exist. These include oddities such 
as misplaced denominations and hy
phens (-) printed instead of numerals. 
Several hundred blanks from the first 
printing are known, as well as a few 
stamps printed *0.00. The *O.OOs are 
printed as a test of alignment when the 
technician inserts a new roll into the 
machine. They are supposed to be de
stroyed, but a few are known to be in 
collectors' hands. 

I MVDC-1 

Plate 1 189136-1 

Rolls of 3,000 

Assigned ......................... July 5, 1991 

To Press ........................ Aug. 17, 1991 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 3, 1991 * 
Impressions .............................. N. At 
Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 27, 1992 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 CJ 
* The BEP reported this plate canceled. 
The Plate Number Coil Study Group 
assumes that it was not destroyed, but 
instead re-certified and used for the 
shiny gum printing in February 1993. 
However, it is also possible that a 
second printing sleeve with number I as 
a plate number exists. 

t The BEP has not reported the total 
impressions for this printing sleeve. 

Surface Phosphor Paper with 
Dull Gum (First Printing) 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $7.00 $8.50 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... I 0.00 c=J 
Set of 1¢-18¢ (PS5s) .... 360.00 c=J 
No denom. (PS5) .......... 250.00 CJ 
Number on right side ........... unknown 

Embedded Phosphor Paper 
with Shiny Gum (Second Printing) 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 6.85 $7.00 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.75 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 9.50 

Set of 1¢-18¢ (PS5s) . 1,200.00 

No denom. (PS5) ............. N. A. c=J 
Number on right side ........... unknown 

Note: Unless noted otherwise, all of 
the above prices are for 29¢
denominated strips. Strips with de
nominations higher than 29¢ are priced 
at a slight premium according to the 
face value. 



Variable
Denomination 
Coil (ABN) . 

Designer ................ Richard D. Sheaff 
Needham Heights, Massachusetts 

Art Director .................. Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ............................. Acitronics 
(division of George Schmitt Co., Inc.) 

Typographer ......... Richard D. Sheaff 
Needham Heights, Massachusetts 

Issue date ............. February 19, 1994 
Merrifield, Virginia (no ceremony) 

Produced by .......... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ...... 2-color Gravure 

Press .......... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .......... 19 rows of 24 stamps 
no joint line 

Plate number interval ...... 24 stamps 
2 cylinder numbers preceded by "A" 

Ink colors: .................... Red and blue 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type ..... Embedded phosphor 
paper 

Roll size .................................... 3,000 

USPS item number ................... 9366 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 

On February 19, 1994, the first USPS 
Postage and Mailing Center (PMC) 
provided by Unisys was placed in ser
vice at the Merrifield Branch Post Of
fice in Merrifield, Virginia. On Feb
ruary 21, 1994, five additional Unisys 
PMCs went into service at the fol
lowing post offices in Virginia: 

• Herndon Post Office 
• West McLean Branch 

Post Office (McLean, VA) 
• Trade Center Station 

Post Office (Alexandria, VA) 
• Manassas Post Office 
• Woodbridge Post Office 

The Unisys PMCs are part of the 
USPS' test of self-service mailing cen
ters that started in 1992 with the intro
duction of units provided by Eca-Gard. 
(See page 3-2 for more information 
about the Eca-Gard PMC.) Like the 
earlier machines, the Unisys PMC is a 
self-service mailing center that pro
vides full-service capability without a 
retail clerk. It weighs individual pieces 
of mail, and computes the required 
rates and fees based on the ZIP code 
and the mailing service and class de-

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, VDC 

sired. The unit also dispenses a postage 
stamp for the exact amount required for 
a weighed item, single stamps of spec
ified denominations, or multiple stamps 
of the same denomination from 19¢ to 
$99.99. It dispenses up to nine different 
denominations and up to 99 stamps per 
transaction, but each transaction cannot 
exceed $200 in value. Unlike an Eca
Gard unit (which is loaded with a single 
roll of 3,000 non-denominated stamps), 
the Unisys PMC operates with two rolls 
of non-denominated stamps, each load
ed into a separate dispenser. When one 
dispenser runs out of stamps or jams, 
the Unisys PMC automatically begins 
producing stamps from the other dis
penser. This feature minimizes two of 
the major problems (running out of 
stamps and jams) that commonly dis
abled the earlier Eca-Gard machines. 

The Unisys machines were involved 
in the test more than a year later than 
originally scheduled. Part of the delay 
was caused by the USPS. The Unisys 
machines were ready for installation in 
November of 1993, but the USPS 
needed time to prepare an inventory of 
29¢ denominated stamps from a Unisys 

The Unisys experimental Postage and Mailing Center (PMC) machines dis
pensed the horizontal, variable-denomination coil stamps printed by ABN. 
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PMC for sale from the Philatelic Ful
fillment Service Center in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Although this stamp could 
be printed with a wide range of de
nominations, the USPS Philatelic Ful
fillment Service Center supplied only 
29¢ examples. Some philatelists, how
ever, opt to collect strips displaying the 
common first-class rates. Because dif
ferent denominations could be spec
ified on the public units, a varied array 
of se-tenant denominations exist on 
numbered strips. Machine-created 
freaks also exist, including mint stamps 
without denominations. 

The non-denominated stamps for the 
Unisys PMCs were printed by Guilford 
Gravure for American Bank Note 
Company (ABN) using the gravure 
process. Gravure printing uses small 
dots of ink instead of lines of ink to 
create the printed image. The non
denominated stamps were produced as 
sidewise (horizontal) coils in rolls of 
3,000 stamps. The perforations run 
vertically in relation to the design. The 
denomination of each stamp is applied 
by the PMC' s internal printer when the 
stamp is purchased. The design of the 
ABN variable-denomination coil stamp 
is the same basic design that was used 
for the engraved BEP design for the 
Eca-Gard PMCs. However, the design 
was rotated 90° and vertically stretched 
(most likely using a computer) to fit the 
sidewise coil format. Because the de
sign of the original non-denominated 
coil was stretched, the design of the 
ABN version appears distorted and 
poorly proportioned. The distortion is 
most obvious in the slender appearance 
ofthe "USA." 

The ABN variable-denomination coil 
(VDC) stamp displays a plate number 
(cylinder combination All) that re
peats at 24-stamp intervals. The "A" in 
the plate number identifies this stamp 
as a product of the American Bank Note 
Company. The plate number of this 
stamp is noticeably off center at the 
base of the design. ABN explained that 
the plate number appears off center be-
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cause the "A" prefix was placed in the 
same approximate location as had been 
done for stamps with longer plate num
bers, and the following two digits were 
located in the next positions. 

jMVDC-A11 

Cylinder combination All 
Rolls of 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 2, 1994 

Used on Cover .............. $12.50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 5.00 $ 5.25 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.86 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 7.50 c=J 
No denom. (PS5) ............. N. A. c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: Unless noted otherwise, all of 
the above prices are for 29¢
denominated strips. Strips with de
nominations higher than 29¢ are priced 
at a slight premium according to the 
face value. 

Variable Rate Stamp 

Dispensed 

by the Unlsys-Deslgned 

Postage and Mallng Center 

at the 

Merrlfeld, VIrginia Post Office 

February 1 9, 1 994 

Although the USPS did not hold an official first-day-of-issue ceremony, this 
souvenir (printed on manilla card stock) was distributed by the Merrifield, Vir
ginia post office on the first day that the Unisys machine was officially placed 
in service. (Card from the collection of Joann Lenz-shown at actual size.) 



(1 0¢) Bulk Rate 
Eagle and Shield 
(ABN) 

Designer ........................... Chris Calle 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Project Manager .....•..... Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Typographer ..................... John Boyd 
Anagraphics Inc., 

New York, New York 

Issue date ............ December 13, 1991 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by ........... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press ........... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .......... 19 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
5 cylinder numbers preceeded by "A" 

Ink colors: .. Blue, red, green, yellow, 
and brown 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: ...... 500; 3,000; and 10,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 500 .......................... 7976A 
Rolls of 3,000 ....................... 7977 A 
Rolls of 10,000 ..................... 7978A 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Rolls of 500 ............................ N. A. 
Rolls of 3,000 ........... Dec. 31, 1993 
Rolls of 10,000 ......... Dec. 31, 1993 

The first version of the non
denominated (10¢) bulk rate Eagle and 
Shield coil stamp was supplied to the 
USPS by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN). It was issued on 
December 13, 1991, in Kansas City, 
Missouri, without an official first-day
of-issue ceremony. 

The design features a stylized Amer
ican eagle fronted by a shield of stars 
and stripes. The original artwork was 
based on a photograph of a model for 
a pediment figure at the Illinois Mer
chant Bank, Chicago, by Henry Hering. 
The bank's monogram originally ap
peared on the shield. The stamp's de
signer, Chris Calle of Ridgefield, Con
necticut, originally submitted this 
design for the experimental 25¢ self
adhesive coil stamp of 1989, but a dif
ferent eagle and shield design was se
lected for that issue. 

In place of a denomination, "Bulk 
Rate USA" appears at the base of the 
design. "Bulk Rate" is printed in blue, 
and "USA" is printed in red. This in
scription distinguishes the ABN
supplied nondenominated Eagle and 
Shield coil stamp from similar stamps 
produced by the BEP and Stamp Ven
turers, which have inscriptions that 
read "USA Bulk Rate." 

The nondenominated Eagle and 
Shield coil stamp was sold by the USPS 
for 10¢. This cost was below any of the 
third-class bulk rates. When bulk 
mailers used this stamp, they were re
quired to pay the difference between 
the 10¢ stamp value and the actual bulk 
rate at the time of mailing. This al
lowed the USPS to issue a single stamp 
design that met all of the different 
third-class bulk rates. 

The Postal Service issued the non
denominated Eagle and Shield coil 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 10¢ 

stamp as a replacement for the 10¢ 
Tractor Trailer coil stamp from the 
Transportation Series (see page 2-89), 
which was not meeting the needs of the 
mass mailers. The Mail Advertising 
Service Association International 
(MASA) had complained that the 10¢ 
denomination that appears on the Trac
tor Trailer stamp gave the impression 
that bulk mailers were mailing letters at 
a much greater discount than the actual 
rate they were paying per piece. For 
example, a basic third-class letter sorted 
by zip code actually cost the mailer 
19.8¢, but the Tractor Trailer stamp 
made it appear that the mailer only paid 
10¢ per piece. This impression sig
nificantly diminished the intended ef
fectiveness of using a postage stamp on 
a piece of bulk-rate mail to increase the 
recipient's interest by distinguish it 
from other 'junk" mail with metered 
imprints. 

The nondenominated Eagle and 
Shield coil stamp clearly met the needs 
of bulk mailers; it was a colorful, non
offensive design that didn't misrepre
sent the actual postage that was paid to 
deliver bulk-rate mail. The successful 
implementation of this type of non
denominated bulk-rate stamp, which 
covers many different rates, may elim
inate the need for large coil stamp series 
with decimal denominations-such as 
the Transportation Series-in the fu
ture. 

ABN' s production of the non
denominated Eagle and Shield coil 
stamp has provided PNC collectors 
with one of the most challenging sets to 
complete by plate number. Within two 
years of its issuance, more distinctive 
plate numbers (actually gravure cyl
inder combinations of five numbers) 
were found on ABN's version of the 
nondenominated Eagle and Shield coil 
stamp, than from any other PNC. The 
previous record holder was the 22¢ Flag 
Over the Capitol coil stamp, which was 
produced with 22 different plate num
ber (including the test coil). Currently, 
41 different cylinder combinations have 
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been found on the ABN version of the 
Eagle and Shield coil stamp. 

I M10-A11111 ~I 
Cylinder combination Alllll 
Rolls of 500; 3,000; and 10,000 

To Press ........................ Oct. 14, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 350,981 * 

Maximum PNCs ................. 6,668,639 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. 6, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 199. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.00 $ 2. 10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.10 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Broken Yellow #1" variety 

(PS5) .............................. 9.50 CJ 

llate 
A 1 111 1 

Detail of "Broken Yellow #1" on the 
second number from the right 

Note: A consistent flaw, known as the 
"Broken Yellow #1, "appears on some 
of the rolls from each of the seven 
printing cylinder combinations that has 
a yellow "1." The flaw makes the yel
low cylinder number ( 1) appear as 
though its top was broken off Only one 
of the nineteen rows was affected on the 
yellow printing cylinder. A PSS set of 
each of the seven different cylinder 
combinations showing the "Broken 

3-8 

Yellow #1" has an estimated value of 
$350.00. 

The affected Eagle and Shield cylinder 
numbers are All111, Allll2, Al2213, 
A21112, A21113, A22112, and A22113. 

I M10-A11112 ~I 
Cylinder combination A11112 
Rolls of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 

To Press .......................... Nov. I, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 131 ,550* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,499,450 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 
* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $2.10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.10 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ............ , ........ unknown 

"Broken Yellow# 1" variety 14.00 

(PS5) .............................. 0.00 CJ 

Cylinder combination A12113 
Roll size unknownt 

To Press .... (between 11/27-12/13/91) 

Impressions ............................ 11 ,379* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 216,201 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 
Used on Cover ................. N. A. CJ 

t This cylinder combination was re
ported by ABN as having been printed, 
but no copies have ever been reported 
by collectors. 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

I M10-A12213 ~I 
Cylinder combination A12213 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ........................ Dec. 13, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 20,674* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 392,806 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 6, 1992 

Used on Cover ............. $ 25.00 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 18.50 $21.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 22.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 23.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Broken Yellow #1" variety 

(PS5) .......................... 260.00 CJ 

I M10-A21112 ~I 
Cylinder combination A21112 
Rolls of 500 and 10,000 

To Press ... (between Nov. 4-27, 1991) 

Impressions ......................... 292,031 * 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,548,589 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ................ $7.50 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.10 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.10 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Broken Yellow #1" variety 

(PS5) ............................ 15.50 c:=:J 



I M10-A21113 ~I 
Cylinder combination A21113 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press . (between Dec. 13-17, 1991) 

Impressions ........................... 46,304* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 879,776 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 [::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.50 $ 3.10 [::::J 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 [::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.50 [::::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Broken Yellow #1" variety 

(PS5) ............................ 19.00 [::::J 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 10¢ 

I L....-M_1_0_-_A_22_1_1_2_~_FDC_.JI I M1 O-A22113 ~I 
Cylinder combination A22112 
Rolls of 500 

To Press .......................... Nov. 4, 199I 

Impressions ......................... 156,993* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,982,867 

Earliest Known Use ...... Dec. 19,1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 [::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 [::::J 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.10 [::::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Broken Yellow# 1" variety 

(PS5) .............................. 9.50 [::::J 

Cylinder combination A22113 
Rolls of 500; 3,000; and IO,OOO 

To Press ........................ Nov. 27, I991 

Impressions ......................... 35I, 7I3 * 

Maximum PNCs ................. 6,682,547 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 18, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, I992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.10 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

"Broken Yellow #1" variety 

(PS5) ............................ 15.00 c::::::::J 

NON-DENOMINATED BULK RATE COIL 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

USA Bulk Rate USA ~u)lc Rate USA Bulk Rate 

This first-day cover (FOG) includes an official USPS first-day-of-issue cancelation (December 31, 1991) on 
an un-numbered strip of the American Bank Note Company's version of the (1 0¢) Eagle and Shield coil, and 
unofficial first-day-of-issue cancelations from Eagle, Wisconsin, on numbered strips of the BEP and Stamp 
Venturer versions that were issued on May 29, 1993, in Secaucus, New Jersey. The cachet is by prominent 
cachetmaker Bill Olvey of KMC Venture cachets. 
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IL...-M_1_0-_A_32_3_3_3 -~----Jc I I M 1 O-A33334 §£] I I M1 0-A34424 §£]1 
Cylinder combination A32333 
Rolls of 3,000 

Cylinder combination A33334 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press . (between Dec. 17-26, 1991) To Press ........................ Dec. 17, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 15,239* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 289,541 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 24, 1992 

Used on Cover ........... $ 200.00 ~ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI)$ 192.00 $215.00 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ....... 240.00 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ......... 255.00 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M10-A33333 

Cylinder combination A33333 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press . (between Dec. 17-26, 1991) 

Impressions ........................... 50,275* 

Maximum PNCs ................... 955,225. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 18, I992 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 ~ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.30 $4.20 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.60 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.80 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

3-10 

Impressions ........................... 19,743* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 375,117 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover , .......... $ I 00.00 ~ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 80.00 $ 87.00 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ......... 91.00 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ........... 95.00 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination A33335 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................... Dec. 26, 199 It 

Impressions ........................... 2I,404* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 406,676 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ I 0.00 ~ 

t This date is based on ABN's plate 
reports, which the PNCSG believes to 
be in error; the actual date is most likely 
Dec. 20, 1991. 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.20 $3.80 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.60 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination A34424 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ........................... 45,636* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 867,084 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 C=::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, I 992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.70 $ 4.90 [=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.50 C=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.75 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M1 O-A34426 

Cylinder combination A34426 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ......................... 221,250* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,203,750 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 ~ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.50 $3.80 ~ 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.60 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 ~ 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



I M1 O-A43324 §C]I 
Cylinder combination A43324 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ............................ II ,954* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 227,126 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 17, 1992 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.70 $3.80 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.70 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M10-A43325 

Cylinder combination A43325 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .......................... Ill ,243* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2, 113,617 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 17, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 10¢ 

3000's 
EAGLE AND SHIELD 

BULK RATE 

8-COILS 
(Item No. 7977 A) 

SERIES 1991 
ABN 

Label (printed in black ink) from a shipping box that contained eight rolls 
of 3,000 (10¢) Bulk Rate Eagle and Shield stamps produced by the 
American Bank Note Company (ABN). 

M10-A43326 

Cylinder combination A43326 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ........ , ................ 155,685* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,958,015 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 17, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.20 $2.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M1 O-A43334 

Cylinder combination A43334 
Rolls of 3,000 and 10,000 

To Press ........................ Dec. 20, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 351,255* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 6,673,845 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.20 $2.40 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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I M1 O-A43335 §OJ I 
Cylinder combination A43335 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press . (between Dec. 20-26, 1991) 

Impressions ......................... 280,622* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,331,818 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

I M1 O-A53335 

Cylinder combination A53335 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ........................ Dec. 26, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 28,322* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 538, 118 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.30 c::::::::J Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.50 $ 3.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c::::::::J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 c::::::::J Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6)t .......... N. A. c::::::::J Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Only three imperforate numbered 
strips have been reported. 

I M1 0-A43426 

Cylinder combination A43426 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ........................... 82,960* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 1,576,240 

Earliest Known Use ........ Apr. 2, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.60 $3.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 5.20 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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M10-A54444 

Cylinder combination A54444 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ......................... 140,931 * 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,677,689 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 17, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.50 $ 3 .I 0 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.60 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M10-A54445 

Cylinder combination A54445 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ......................... 129,534* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,461,146 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 17, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 

* This total was reported by ABN in a 
correspondence to the USPS dated 
September 9, 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.40 $3.10 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.40 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4. 75 c::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M10-A77777 §OJ I 

Cylinder combination A 77777 
Rolls of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 10, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c::=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.70 $ 2.90 c::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.25 c::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 c::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



I M10-A88888 

Cylinder combination A88888 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. I, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.50 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.40 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.10 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M10-A88889 

Cylinder combination A88889 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 15.00 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.70 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.80 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.10 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

I M10-A89999 

Cylinder combination A89999 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.70 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.75 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 10¢ 

I M1 0-A99999 

Cylinder combination A99999 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.90 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

.__I M_1_o_-A_.9_9_9_9 a _ _____.l I M 1 o-A 1 o 1 o 1 o 1 o 1 o I 

Cylinder combination A99998 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 CJ 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.40 $2.90 CJ 
Stdp of three (PS3) ........... 3.90 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 10 10 10 10 10 

Rolls of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 

To Press oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo .. N. A. 

Impressions oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs 000000000000000000000000 N. A. 

Earliest Known Use OOOOOOOOooOOOOOOOOO N. A. 

Used on Cover OOOOOOOOooOOOOO $7.50 CJ 
* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) 00 $2.30 $2.90 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) 00000000000 3.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) 0000000000000 3.75 CJ 
Imperforate 00 00000000000000 0000000000 unknown 

Number on top oooooooooooooooooooo· unknown 
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I M10-A1011101010 I I M10-A10111010121 I M10-A1110111010 I 
Cylinder combination 

A 10 1110 10 10 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.10 $ 2.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.70 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 10 1110 10 12 

Rolls of 3,000 and I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.10 $ 2. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

M10-A1011101011 I I M10-A1110101010 

Cylinder combination 
A 10 1110 10 11 

Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 1110 10 10 10 

Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 
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Cylinder combination 
A 1110 1110 10 

Rolls of 3,000 and I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ I 0.00 c::::::::J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.20 $ 2. 70 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 1110 10 10 11 

Roll size unknownt 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ................. N. A. c::::::::J 

t This cylinder combination was re
ported by ABN as having been printed, 
but no copies have ever been reported 
by collectors. 
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('"' I M10-A1111101010 I I M10-A1211101010 I I M10-A1411101011 

Cylinder combination 
A 111110 10 10 

Rolls of 3,000 and I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.90 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 11111110 10 

Rolls of 3,000 and I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 1.70 $2.70 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.40 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.80 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 12 1110 10 10 

Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 14 1110 10 10 

Rolls of 500 and I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c=J 

Cylinder combination 
A 14 1110 10 11 

Rolls of 3,000 and 10,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ 12.50 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.10 $2.40 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.90 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Cylinder combination 
A 14 12 111110 

Rolls of I 0,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............. $ I 0.00 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated * This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. combinations. 

used mint used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.00 $ 2.40 c=J Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c=J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.90 c=J Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 
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I M10-A1412111111 

Cylinder combination 
A 14 12 111111 

Rolls of 3,000 and 10,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c=:J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because ABN did not report the total 
impressions for the specific cylinder 
combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.00 $2.40 c=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 c=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 c=:J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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1 0¢ Eagle and Shield Printing Data from ABN* 

Ink Cylinder Certified To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Date Date Date 

Blue I Oct. 10, 1991 Oct. 14, 1991 - 514,584 

2 Oct. 31, 1991 Nov.4, 1991 - 847.041 

3 Dec. 13, 1991 Dec. 17, 1991 - 373,547 

4 Dec. 18, 1991 Dec. 20, 1991 - 993,719 

5 Dec. 23, 1991 Dec. 26, 1991 - 298,787 

6 -
7 -
8 -
9 -
10 -
II -

Red I Oct. 10, 1991 Oct. 14, 1991 - 820,866 

2 Oct. 30, 1991 Nov.4, 1991 - 555,448 

3 Dec. 13, 1991 Dec. 17, 1991 - 1,113,463 

4 - 537,351 

5 -
6 -
7 -
8 -
9 -
10 -
II -

Green I Oct. 10, 1991 Oct. 14, 1991 - 1,340,951 
2 Nov. I, 1991 Dec. 13, 1991 - 20,674 

3 Dec. 13, 1991 Dec. 17, 1991 - 1,045,742 

4 - 620,311 

5 -
6 -
7 -
8 -
9 -
10 -
II -

Yellow 1 Oct. 10, 1991 Oct. 14, 1991 - 1,361,625 
2 - 628,728 

3 Nov. 13, 1991 Dec. 17, 1991 - 766,860 

4 - 270,465 

5 -
6 -
7 -
8 -
9 -
10 -
II -

Brown I Oct. 10, 1991 Oct. 14, 1991 - 350,981 

2 Oct. 30, 1991 Nov. 1, 1991 - 580,574 
3 Nov. 21, 1991 Nov.27, 1991 - 495,584 

4 Dec. 17, 1991 Dec. 18, 1991 - 569,519 

5 Dec. 23, 1991 Dec. 26, 1991 - 459,895 

6 -
7 -
8 -
9 -
10 -
II -

* This information is a consolidation of plate reports through June 1992, and a letter to 
the USPS on September 9, 1992. 



(10¢) Bulk Rate 
Eagle and Shield 
(BEP) 

Designer ................ Christopher Calle 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Project Manager ........... Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer ..................... John Boyd 
Anagraphics Inc., 

New York, New York 

Issue date ..................... May 29, 1993 
Secaucus, New Jersey 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press . Andreotti 7-color webfed (601) 

Plate size ............ ? rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
5 cylinder numbers without a prefix 

Ink colors: ............ Red, blue, orange-
yellow, green, and dark brown 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of 3,000 ....................... 7977R 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N.A. 

On May 29, 1993, the USPS issued 
a distinctive version of the non
denominated (10¢) Eagle and Shield 
coil stamp that was printed by the Bu
reau of Engraving and Printing (BEP). 
It was simultaneously released with a 
third distinctive version of the stamp, 
produced by Stamp Venturers, at 
NOJEX '93, in Secaucus, New Jersey. 

Except for a change in the in
scription, the BEP and Stamp Venturers 
versions of the Eagle and Shield stamp 
have the same basic design that ap
peared on the first version of the stamp, 
produced by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN). To differentiate the 
two new stamps from the original ver
sion produced by ABN, the Postal Ser
vice changed the order and color of the 
words in the inscription. The in
scription of the original (ABN) version 
reads "Bulk Rate USA," with "Bulk 
Rate" printed in blue and "USA" in red. 
Both new versions of the stamp have 
the wording reversed to read "USA 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 10¢ 

Bulk Rate," with "USA" printed in blue 
and "Bulk Rate" in red. 

Although both of the new versions 
have the same inscription, the BEP 
version can still be easily distinguished 
from the Stamp Venturers version by 
the color and type of ink that was used 
to print the "golden" eagle of the de
sign. The BEP printed the eagle with an 
orange-yellow ink, but Stamp Ventur
ers printed the eagle with a metallic 
gold ink. 

As with the original ABN version of 
the Eagle and Shield coil stamp, the 
BEP version was sold by the USPS for 
I 0¢. Permit-holci::J.g bulk-rate mailers 
were authorized to use the stamp to pay 
the third-class bulk rates, with the dif
ference paid at the time of mailing. 

The BEP version of the non
denominated Eagle and Shield coil was 
produced in rolls of 500 and 3,000 
stamps. 

3~00 
STAMPS 

ULKR 
EAGlE 

AND 
SHIElD 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 (10¢) Bulk Rate Eagle and Shield 
stamps printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP). 
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I M1 0-11111 ~I 
Cylinder combination 11111 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... June 3, 1993 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
total impressions for the specific cyl
inder combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.20 $ 2.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 225.00 c::::::::J 
Tagged Errort .................. N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top .................... unknown 

t Used examples from cylinder com
bination IIlli have been found with 
light tagging by Scott Smith. No mint 
examples have been reported. 

I M10-22221 ~I 
Cylinder combination 22221 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
total impressions for the specific cyl
inder combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate ...................... N. A. c::::::::J 
Tagged Error (PS5)t ....... 25.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top .................... unknown 
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t This stamp should not be tagged. An 
unknown quantity was printed on paper 
that was lightly tagged. 

I M10-22222 

Cylinder combination 22222 
Rolls of 500 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

·Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
total impressions for the specific cyl
inder combinations. 

Glossy Gum (original printing) 

Rolls of 500 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.40 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.40 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Tagged Error (PS5)t ....... 35.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

t This stamp should not be tagged. An 
unknown quantity was printed on paper 
that was lightly tagged. 

Dull Gum 

Rolls of500 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................. $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.40 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ..... 30.00 c::::::::J 

Cylinder combination 22222 on top. 

I M10-33333 

Cylinder combination 33333 
Rolls of500 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 7.50 c::::::::J 
* This total has not been calculated 
because the BEP has not reported the 
total impressions for the specific cyl
inder combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 2.25 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.20 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 3.40 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 



(1 0¢) Bulk Rate 
Eagle and Shield 
.(Stamp Venturers) 

Designer ................ Christopher Calle 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

Art Director .... oo .. oooooooo Jack Williams 
USPS 

Project Manager .... 0000000 Joe Brockert 
USPS 

Modeler ............... Richard C. Sennett 
Stamp Venturers 

Typographer .... oooooooo ......... John Boyd 
Anagraphics Inc., 

New York, New York 

Issue date ..................... May 29, 1993 
Secaucus, New Jersey 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by 000000000000 Stamp Venturers 

Printing process 0000 .... 00000000000 Gravure 

Press 000000 ..... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size 000000000000 ? rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
5 cylinder numbers preceeded by "S" 

Ink colors: ....... Metallic gold, brown, 
green, blue, and red 

Perforation gauge 00000000 9.8 verticalJy 

Tagging type 00000000 ........ 00000000000000 none 

Roll size 0000000000 .. 00000000000000 .. 0000000 I 0,000 

USPS item number .... 000000000000 7978R 

Withdrawn from sale date .. oo ... N.A. 

On May 29, 1993, the USPS issued 
a distinctive version of the non
denominated (I 0¢) Eagle and Shield 
coil stamp that was printed by Stamp 
Venturers. It was simulateously re
leased with another distinctive version 
of the stamp, produced by the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing (BEP), at 
NOJEX '93, in Secaucus, New Jersey. 

Except for a change in the in
scription, the Stamp Venturers and BEP 
versions of the Eagle and Shield stamp 
have the same basic design that ap
peared on the first version of the stamp, 
produced by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN). To differentiate the 
two new stamps from the original ver
sion produced by ABN, the Postal Ser
vice changed the order and color of the 
words in the inscription. The in
scription of the original (ABN) version 
reads "Bulk Rate USA," with "Bulk 
Rate" printed in blue and "USA" in red. 
Both new versions of the stamp have 
the wording reversed to read "USA 
Bulk Rate," with "USA" printed in blue 
and "Bulk Rate" in red. 

Although both of the new versions 
have the same inscription, the Stamp 
Venturers version can still be easily 
distinguished from the BEP version by 
the color and type of ink that was used 
to print the "golden" eagle of the de
sign. Stamp Venturers printed the ea
gle with a metallic gold ink, but the 
BEP printed the eagle with an orange
yeiJow ink. 

As with the original ABN version of 
the Eagle and Shield coil stamp, the 
Stamp Venturers version was sold by 
the USPS for I 0¢. Permit-holding 
bulk-rate mailers were authorized to 
use the stamp to pay the third-class bulk 
rates, with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. 

The Stamp Venturers version of the 
non-denominated Eagle and Shield coil 
was only produced in rolls of I 0,000 
stamps. 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 10¢ 

I M10-S11111 ~ 
Cylinder combination Slllll 
RoiJs of I 0,000 

Impressions ........ 00 .......... 00 ........ N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs 0000 .... 00 .............. N. A. 

Earliest Known Use 00 .............. 00. N. A. 

Used on Cover 0000000000 ... $ 10.00 c=J 

* This total has not been calculated 
because Stamp Venturers has not re
ported the total impressions for the 
specific cylinder combinations. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) 00 $ 2.10 $ 2.40 [==:J 

Strip of three (PS3) 00000000 ... 3.30 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) 00000000 ..... 3.50 [==:J 

Imperforate 000000 .. 0000000000 .. 000000 unknown 

Number on top 0000000000000000 .... unknown 
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18¢ Washington -
Monument 

Designer ............ Thomas Szumowski 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Art Director .......... Richard D. Sheaff 
CSAC 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer ......... Richard D. Sheaff 
CSAC 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

Issue date ............. November 6, 1985 
Washington, D.C. 

(Bureau of Engraving and Printing) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......................... Andreotti ( 60 I) 

Plate size .. . . . .. . . 17 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 24 stamps 
(no joint line) 

3-20 

Ink colors: 
Tagged ........ Magenta, cyan, yellow, 

and black 
Precanceled ............. Magenta, cyan, 

yellow, black (tone), 
and black (type) 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................. Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled .............. 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged rolls of 500 ................... 0719 
Precanceled 

rolls of 500 ............................ P719 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .... October 31, 1988 

The 18¢ Washington Monument coil 
stamp was issued on November 6, 1985, 
at a ceremony held at" the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing (BEP) in 
Washington, DC. This was the first 
time that a postage stamp had its first
day-of-issue ceremony at this location, 
even thought the BEP had been printing 
United States postage stamps since 
1894. 

The 18¢ Washington Monument was 
originally scheduled to be released on 
July 23, 1985, but this date was delayed 
for more than three months because of 
complications that arose from the 
USPS' initial request that the stamp be 
printed using gravure "self colors" of 
yellow, maroon, green, gray, and 
brown. When printed, "self colors" 
(also referred to as "spot colors") pro
duce visually distinct areas of the orig
inal ink color. Standard gravure print
ing uses small dots of process ink colors 
(yellow, magenta, cyan, and black) that 
visually blend to give the appearance of 
a full-color image. The USPS reviewed 
and rejected samples from two sets of 
gravure plates for the "self color" 
method before deciding to use the stan
dard gravure method to print the stamp 
using "process colors." 

The design of this stamp features a 

likeness of George Washington, the 
first president of the United States of 
America, with a view of the Washing
ton Monument in the background. Two 
crossed olive branches appear at the 
base of the stamp. The image of 
Washington is based on the famous 
painting by Gilbert Stuart. 

The design of the 18¢ Washington 
Monument stamp met several postal 
needs. Primarily, it complied with the 
general request from mass mailers for 
colorful coil stamps for the discounted 
letter rates. 

Secondly, this design satisfied the 
public demand to have a stamp avail
able that featured an image of George 
Washington, who had been continu
ously pictured on a definitive US post
age stamp for 142 years until April 
1984, when the 5¢ Washington coil and 
sheet stamps were withdrawn from 
sale. The outcry to return Washing
ton's image to a postage stamp was led 
by the Sons of the American Revolu
tion (SAR). Because of the SAR's in
volvement in the push for a George 
Washington stamp, the USPS unveiled 
the stamp's design on February 16, 
1985, in Richmond, Virginia, at the an
nual convention of the Virginia Society 
of the SAR. 

Lastly, this design indirectly cel
ebrated the centennial of the dedication 
of the Washington Monument in 
Washington, DC. The Washington 
Monument was completed on De
cember 6, 1884, and it was dedicated on 
February 22, 1885, the anniversary of 
Washington's birth. The monument 
was opened to the public in 1888. 

The 18¢ Washington Monument 
stamp was issued in a tagged and pre
canceled versions. 

The tagged version was only pro
duced in rolls of 500 stamps. Although 
the tagged version of this stamp was 
primarily printed for collectors, the 18¢ 
denomination also met the extra-ounce 
rate for first-class letters to Canada and 
Mexico. 

The precanceled version was pro-



duced in 500- and 3,000-stamp rolls. 
The precancel is a two line, "PRE
SORTED I FIRST-CLASS" service in
scription that was printed using an ad
ditional black cylinder, in conjunction 
with the four cylinders (magenta, cyan, 
yellow, and black) used to print the 
tagged version. For this reason, the 
plate number of the precanceled version 
of the 18¢ Washington Monument 
stamp is comprised of five digits (one 
for each cylinder used), while the plate 
number of the tagged version only has 
four digits (one for each cylinder 
used). 

In compliance with the new USPS 
precancel policy that was initiated with 
the 21.1 ¢ Letters coil stamp, the pre
cancel on this stamp consists of the im
printed inscription, indicating the 
stamp's intended use, without the typ
ical parallel lines of previous over
printed precancels. Also, in an effort to 
obliterate as little of the stamp design as 
possible, and to ensure that Washing
ton's face was not marred by the pre
cancel, the service inscription was lo
cated on the bottom third of the stamp. 

The precanceled 18¢ Washington 
Monument stamp met the basic presort 
first-class letter rate that went into ef
fect on February 17, 1985. Prior to the 
issuance of the 18¢ Washington Monu
ment stamp in November of 1985, the 
USPS authorized mailers to continued 
to use the precanceled 17¢ Electric 
Auto stamp as false franking for the 
new 18¢ rate, with the difference paid 
at the time of mailing. This 18¢ basic 
presort first-class letter rate continued 
until April 3, 1988, when it increased to 
21 ¢. The USPS authorized mailers to 
use the precanceled 18¢ Washington 
Monument stamp as false franking for 
the new 21 ¢ rate through October 9, 
1988, with the difference paid at the 
time of mailing. Before the false
franking privilege expired, the 21¢ 
Railroad Car coil stamp had been issued 
to meet the new rate. 

The BEP printed the 18¢ Washington 
~ Monument stamp on paper from several 

different suppliers. 
Production started on paper that was 

provided by the Rolland Company of 
Canada. Although the print quality of 
this paper was excellent, the BEP en
countered severe adhesion blocking 
problems during its use. Adhesion 
blocking means that the gum on the 
back of the paper was sticking to the 
front of the paper in the large, unprinted 
rolls. This type of problem results in 
frequent web breaks, down time on 
press and subsequent processing prob
lems on the coiling equipment. Be
cause of the adhesion blocking prob
lem, the BEP discontinued use of the 
Rolland Company paper for the 18¢ 
Washington Monument stamp after 
printing approximately 90 million 
stamps. All of the stamps printed from 
the 1112 (tagged) and 11121 (pre
canceled) cylinder combinations are 
only known on the Rolland Company 
paper. 

After the 18¢ Washington Monu
ment stamp was issued, collectors dis-

~ § 1 
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covered that the printed image of some 
used examples would flake off when 
soaked in water. The BEP later de
termined this phenomena to be a coat
ing adhesion problem inherent in the 
Rolland paper. The two layers of coat
ings that were applied by the Rolland 
Company to make the paper suitable for 
gravure printing separate from each 
other if the stamp is placed in water. 
When the layers separate, the top layer 
flakes off and carries the ink with it. By 
the time this problem was discovered, 
the BEP had already stopped using the 
Rolland paper because of the adhesion 
blocking problem, and therefore, it was 
not a factor in the BEP's decision to 
change paper suppliers. 

In October 1985, the BEP began to 
print the 18¢ Washington Monument 
stamp on paper supplied by the Henry 
and Leigh Slater Paper Company of 
England. This paper also provided a 
good printing surface, and it did not 
have the adhesion blocking problems or 
the ink flaking problems of the Rolland 

~ 
0 

V) STAMPS a PRESORTED 
FIRST CLASS 

~ ~ $540.00 
~ c<.) USPS 1985 

PRECANCELLED 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 precanceled 
18¢ Washington Monument stamps. 
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Company paper. The Slater paper has 
small pin holes in the paper that makes 
it easily identifiable from the Rolland 
paper. These pin holes, which pass 
completely through the paper, appear as 
small white dots when examining a 
back-lighted example under magnifica
tion. The BEP estimates that 205 mil
lion 18¢ Washington Monument 
stamps were printed on the Slater 
paper. This paper, which has shiny 
(dextrin) gum, was only used to print 
stamps from the 3333 (tagged) and 
33333 (precanceled) cylinder combina
tions. 

In 1988, collectors found examples 
of the precanceled 18¢ Washington 
Monument stamp from cylinder com
bination 33333 with dull (dry) gum. 
The dull gum is the most distinctive 
characteristic of the third gravure paper 
used to print this stamp. The gum has 
diagonal ridges, which indicates that 
the gum was applied by Nashua Cor
poration, a converter located in Mer
rimack, New Hampshire. This paper, 
which was supplied by Paper Corpora
tion of the United States, was the re
mainder of the gravure paper that was 
acquired for pnntmg the non
denominated (25¢) "E" contingency 
coil stamp. Although it was econom
ical for the BEP to use the remaining 
gravure paper, the 18¢ Washington 
Monument stamps printed on this paper 
exhibit white flecks all over the printed 
image. This characteristic is the easiest 
way to differentiate used 18¢ Wash
ington Monument stamps printed on 
the dull gum paper from those printed 
on the higher-quality Rolland or Slater 
papers, each of which had shiny gum. 

Most of the precanceled stamps 
printed on the dull gum paper from the 
33333 cylinder combination exhibit 
varying degrees of tagging. The tag
gant is present on the precanceled 
stamps because the lacquer coating, 
which was applied on the stamp after 
the image was printed, was un
intentionally contaminated with tag
gant. The tagging is usually very weak. 
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However, totally untagged examples 
are scarce. 

In 1988, after the 18¢ presort rate was 
obsolete, a second set of cylinders were 
used to print precanceled 18¢ Wash
ington Monument stamps on the dull 
gum paper. This set produced the cyl
inder combination 43444, which is only 
found on the dull gum paper. No tagged 
examples exist from this cylinder com
bination. 

The tagged and precanceled versions 
of the 18¢ Washington Monument coil 
stamp were withdrawn from philatelic 
sale on October 31, 1988. 

IM18-1112 

Cylinder combination 1112 
Magenta ............ 174560-1 

Cyan ................. 174561-1 

Yellow .............. 174562-1 

Black (tone) ...... 174568-2 

Rolls of 500 
To Press ......................... Jply 24, 1985 

Impressions ......................... 320,000* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 5,440,000* 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 4, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.50 $ 2.60 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 2.80 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.40 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6)t .... 3,000.00 c=J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* The Plate Number Coil study Group 
believes this total includes tagged 
stamps from cylinder combination 1112 
and precanceled stamps from cylinder 
combination 11121. 

t Fewer than five imperforate num
bered strips have been reported. 

I M18-11121 p [iOCll 

Cylinder combination 11121 
Magenta ............ 174560-1 

Cyan ................. 174561-1 

Yellow .............. 174562-1 

Black (tone) ...... 174568-2 

Black(type) ...... 174564-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

See production data from M /8-1112. 

To Press ......................... July 24, 1985 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 10, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 30.00 c=J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $5.25 $5.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.00 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 6.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c=J 

I M 18-3333 [1] r;;] ~ I 
Cylinder combination 3333 

Magenta ............ 175340-3 

Cyan ................. 175341-3 

Yellow .............. 175342-3 

Black (tone) ...... 175343-3 

Rolls of 500 

To Press ........................ Oct. 23, 1985 

Impressions ........................... 479,300 

Maximum PNCs ................. 8, 148, I 00 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 29, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 3.10 $ 3.30 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.00 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ............... 52.00 c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 



I M18-33333P ~I 
Cylinder combination 33333 

Magenta ............ 175340-3 

Cyan ................. 175341-3 

Yellow .............. 175342-3 

Black (tone) ...... 175343-3 

Black (type) ...... 175344-3 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ........................ Oct. 23, 1985 
Nov. 1986 
June 1987 

Impressions ........................ 2,352, I 00 

Maximum PNCs ............... 39,985,700 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 15, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $7.50 CJ 

Glossy Gum (original printing) 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.80 C] 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.80 CJ 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... I ,500.00 CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Dull Gum (Untagged) 

~· Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI)* $ 3.50 $ 4.75 C] 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 6.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Dull Gum (Tagged error) 

("' Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PSI)* N. A. $ 52.00 C] 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 55.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 57.50 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* The white flecks on the printed areas 
are the only means of identifying used 

examples of the dull gum variety from 

used examples of the glossy gum 

stamps from the original printing. 

I M18-43444P 

Cylinder combination 43444 
Magenta ............ 180328-4 

Cyan .................. 175341-3 

Yellow .............. 180330-4 

Black (tone) ...... 179121-4 

Black (type) ...... 179141-4 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ........................ June 10, 1988 

Impressions ........................... 170, 120 

Maximum PNCs ................. 2,892,040 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 23, 1988 

Used on Cover .............. $17.50 C=:J 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 18¢ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $6.85 $7.50 D 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.25 D 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 8.75 D 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

18¢ Washington Printing Data from BEP 

Ink Cylinder Assigned To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Date Date Date 

Magenta 174560-1 July I, 1985 July 22, 1985 Apr. 23, 1986 320,000 
174565~2 July I, 1985 - Apr. 15, 1993 
175340-3 Sept. II, 1985 Oct. 23, 1985 May 24, 1988 2,831,400 
180328-4 June 3, 1988 June 10, 1988 July 27, 1988 170,120 

Cyan 174561-1 July I, 1985 July 22, 1985 Apr. 23, 1986 320,000 
174566-2 July I, 1985 Never May 13, 1986 0 
175341-3 Sept. II, 1985 Oct. 23, 1985 July 27, 1988 3,001,520 
180329-4 June 3, 1988 - - -

Yellow 174562-1 July I, 1985 July 22, 1985 Apr. 23, 1986 9,300 
174567-2 July I, 1985 Never May 13, 1986 0 
175342-3 Sept. II, 1985 Oct. 23, 1985 May 24, 1988 2,831,400 
180330-4 June 3, 1988 June I 0, 1988 July 27, 1988 170,120 

Black Tone 174563-1 July I, 1985 July 22, 1985 July 31, 1987 01 

174568-2 July I, 1985 July 24, 1985 Apr. 23, 1986 320,0001 

175343-3 Sept. II, 1985 Oct. 23, 1985 July 27, 1988 2,831,400 
179121-4 Nov. 4, 1987 June 10, 1988 July 27, 1988 170,120 

Black Type 174564-1 July I, 1985 July 22, 1985 Apr. 23, 1986 320,0002 

174569-2 July I, 1985 Never Mar. 31, 1987 0 
175344-3 Sept. II, 1985 Oct. 23, 1985 - 2,352,100 
179141-4 Nov. 5, 1987 June 10, 1988 July 27, 1988 170,120 

1The BEP initially reported 320,000 impressions for 174563-1, and 0 for 174568-2. The 
PNCSG believes that 174563-1 was initially sent to press on July 22, 1985, with the other 
#I cylinders, was found to be defective, and replaced with 174568-2 on July 24, 1985. 
2This number implies that all 1112 impressions were precanceled (that is, 11121 ). This 
disagrees with the existence of the tagged II 12. It is belived that this number is erroneous 
and is more likely about 270,000. 
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19¢ Fishing Boat 
(ABN) 

Designer ......................... Pierre Mion 
Lovettsville, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
USPS 

Modeler ............... CNW Incorporated 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
Riverside, Connecticut 

Type/ 

Issue date .................. August 8, 1991 
Washington, DC (no ceremony) 

Produced by ......... Multi-Color Corp. 
Scottsburg, Arizona 

for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press ........... Schiavi 10-color webfed 

Plate size . . . . . . . . . . 19 rows of 36 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 36 stamps 
4 cylinder numbers preceeded by "A" 

Ink colors: .... Yellow, magenta, cyan, 
and black 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on Guilford Gravure platen perforator 

Tagging type .......... Surface phosphor 
paper 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Roll of 500 ............................... 7718 
Roll of 3,000 ............................ 7719 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ........................ N. A. 
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Type II 

Earliest known use ..... Dec. 22, 1992 

Produced by ........... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press ........... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .. . .. . . . . . 19 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
4 cylinder numbers preceeded by "A" 

Ink colors: .... Yellow, magenta, cyan, 
and black 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on Guilford Gravure platen perforator 

Tagging type .......... Surface phosphor 
paper 

Roll size ....................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 500 ............................ 7718R 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

The 19¢ Fishing Boat coil stamp was 
issued on August 8, 1991. The stamp 
did not have an official first-day cer
emony, but first-day cancellations were 
available from the main post office in 
Washington, DC. 

Collectors first learned of the 19¢ 
Fishing Boat stamp in the March-April 
1991 edition of the Philatelic Sales Di
vision's Philatelic Catalog. The sales 
catalog stated that a 19¢ Fishing Boat 
coil, item 7718, would be "available by 
mid-April." From this information, 
collectors assumed that the new issue 
would be part of the long-running 
Transportation Series. April passed 

without the appearance of the new coil 
stamp, but the May-June edition of the 
Philatelic Catalog contained a note in 
its ordering instructions that the 19¢ 
Fishing Boat would be gravure-printed 
by the American Bank Note Company 
(ABN). The stamp still wasn't avail
able, but this new information led col
lectors to question the Fishing Boat's 
inclusion in the Transportation Series. 

Although the new stamp had an obvi
ous transportation theme, all previous · 
issues of the Transportation Series were 
line-engraved, intaglio-printed stamps 
by the Bureau of Engraving and Print
ing (BEP). Collectors' suspicions wer
en't confirmed until July 24, when the 

USPS announced that the 19¢ Fishing 
Boat coil stamp would be issued on 
August 8, 1991, and that it would not be 
part of the Transportation Series. In
stead, the 19¢ Fishing Boat coil was the 
third stamp in a small group of post
card-rate definitives that featured col
orful, scenic designs, which the Cit
izens' Stamp Advisory Committee 
(CSAC) called "mini-scapes." The 
other stamps of this group were the 15¢ 
Beach Umbrella booklet stamp issued 
in 1990 (below at left) and the 19¢ Hot 
Air Balloon booklet stamp released 
earlier in 1991 (below at right). 

The 19¢ Fishing Boat stamp was only 
the second coil stamp produced outside 
the BEP. The first coil stamp produced 

outside the BEP-the gravure-printed 
version of the 29¢ Flag over Mount 

Pierre Mion, designer of the 19¢ 
Fishing Boat stamp, also designed 
the 15¢ Beach Umbrella (1990) 
and the 19¢ Hot Air Balloon (1991) 
booklet stamps. All three postcard
rate stamps have a similar "mini
scape" design. 



Rushmore coil stamp, also an ABN 
product-preceded the release of the 
Fishing Boat stamp by only five weeks. 
When Dickey Rustin, manager of the 
USPS Stamp Product Development 
Branch, was questioned if production 
problems caused the long delay in the 
issuance of the 19¢ Fishing Boat, he 
replied, "We changed the release date 
because other stamps had higher de
mands." 

The design for the 19¢ Fishing Boat 
stamp was created by Pierre Mion of 
Lovettsville, Virginia. He also de
signed the 15¢ Beach Umbrella booklet 
stamp and the 19¢ Hot Air Balloon 
booklet stamp. Mion described the de
sign for the Fishing Boat stamp as "a 
small North Carolina-type work boat, 
an oyster or crabbing boat, powered by 
an outboard motor, with marsh grass in 
the background, reflected in the wa
ter." 

The 19¢ denomination meets the 
current first-class, single postcard rate, 
which increased from 15¢ on February 
3, 1991. 

The 19¢ Fishing Boat was only pro
duced as a non-precanceled stamp on 
surface phosphor paper in rolls of 500 
or 3,000 stamps. These roll sizes were 
produced for use in vending machines, 
which are commonly located in post 
offices from which tourists and vaca
tioners mail postcards. By issuing the 
19¢ Fishing Boat design as a coil 
stamp, the USPS could now offer mail
ers the choice of 19¢ stamps in sheet 
(post office pane), booklet, and coil 
formats. 

Sometime after the 19¢ Fishing Boat 
stamp was issued, most likely in mid-
1992, ABN shifted all of its sub
contracted coil stamp production to the 
Guilford Gravure Division of George 
Schmitt and Company, located in Guil
ford, Connecticut. Guilford Gravure 
had been the sole producer of ABN's 
non-denominated ( I 0¢) Eagle and 
Shield coil stamps and the 23¢ USA 
First-Class Presort coil stamps. This 
production change left Multi-Color 

Corp., the initial printers of the Fishing 
Boat coils, as ABN's subcontractor for 
booklet stamps. The change also pro
duced a variety of the 19¢ Fishing Boat 
coil stamp. 

When Guilford Gravure assumed 
production of the 19¢ Fishing Boat 
stamp, they started the process by 
creating new color separations from the 
original artwork. The new color sep
arations were prepared by Image Pro
cessing. New printing cylinders were 
then chemically etched by Acitronics. 
The new cylinders were required be
cause Guilford Gravure used a different 
type of gravure press than the one used 
by Multi-Color. 

Multi-Color Corp. printed the initial 
19¢ Fishing Boat stamps on a Schiavi 
I 0-color webfed gravure press using 
solvent-based inks. The printing cyl-

' inders contained 684 subjects, which 
were arranged 19 rows across by 36 
subjects around. Because of this cyl
inder configuration, the cylinder com
binations (plate numbers) on Multi
Color's 19¢ Fishing Boat stamps were 
spaced at 36-stamp intervals. The only 
cylinder combinations found on the 
Multi-Color version of the 19¢ Fishing 
Boat are Allll, Alll2, Al212, and 
A2424. 

Guilford Gravure printed its version 
of the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamps on an 
Andreotti 5-color webfed gravure press 
using water-based inks. Guilford's 
printing cylinders contained 456 sub
jects, which were arranged 19 rows 
across by 24 subjects around. This 
cylinder configuration printed cylinder 
(plate) numbers at 24-stamp intervals. 
The first cylinder combination pro
duced by Guilford Gravure for the 19¢ 
Fishing Boat coil was A5555. None of 
the cylinder combinations used by 
Guilford Gravure contained a 1, 2, 3, or 
4, which previously appeared in the 
cylinder combinations printed by Mul
ti-Color Corp. 

Scott's Specialized Catalog of Unit
ed States Stamps termed Multi-Color's 
version of the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamp 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 19¢ 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 19¢ Fishing Boat stamps. 

as Type I, and Guilford Gravure's ver
sion as Type II. For clarity, this same 
terminology will be followed to de
scribe the individual versions of this 
stamp. 

Guilford Gravure's version of the 19¢ 
Fishing Boat stamp (Type II) was first 
found by collectors in December 1992. 
It first appeared in coils of 500 stamps 
and had A5555 as the cylinder com
bination. 

The Type I and Type II versions of 
the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamp are easily 
distinguishable. The color shades of the 
two types are noticeably different 
(however, this characteristics does not 
reproduce well in black and white il
lustrations). The color difference is 
most prominent in the grass in the 
upper-right corner of the design and in 
the boat interior. The grass of the Type 
I stamp is bright green, while the grass 
on the Type II stamp is gray-green. On 
the Type I stamp, the interior of the boat 
appears grayish-blue. In contrast, the 
same area on the Type II stamp is a 
distinct light blue. 

In addition to the color appearance, 
other differences distinguish the stamps 
of the two printers. 

Guilford Gravure used a finer gravure 
dot pattern to print the Fishing Boat 
stamp. This is most obvious when 
comparing the Type I and the Type II 
under magnification. Even low-power 
magnification shows the coarse gravure 
dot structure a Type I, which is es
pecially apparent along the sides of the 
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numeral 1 in the denomination. 
The two types also differ with respect 

to their paper and gum. When the gum 
side of a type I stamp is examined under 
shortwave ultraviolet light, it appears 
yellow or dull blue. Under the same 
conditions, the Type II stamp appears 
a much brighter blue. This difference 
could be attributed to different paper 
sources. The paper used by Multi
Color Corp. to print the 19¢ Fishing 
Boat stamp was supplied by a paper 
merchant, Paper Corporation of the 
United States. The paper was a 19.5-
inch, surface phosphor web was pro
duced by E. I. duPont de Nemours, and 
gummed by Brown Bridge. The source 
of the paper used on Guilford Gravure's 
version of the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamp 
has not been reported. 

In the spring of 1993, collectors 
found quantities of the 19¢ Fishing 
Boat stamp from cylinder combination 
A5555 that appear to have been printed 
on non-phosphored paper. Because this 
stamp was suppose to be printed on 
surface phosphor paper, this variety 
most likely occurred when Guilford 
Gravure placed at least one incorrect 
roll of paper on the press during pro
duction of the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamp. 

A third version of the 19¢ Fishing 
Boat coil stamp appeared in June 1994. 
This time, all production of the stamp 
was assumed by a new contractor, 
Stamp Venturers, after ABN had lost its 
contract to print stamps for the USPS. 
(Detailed information of Stamp Ven
turer's version of the 19¢ Fishing Boat 
stamp begins on page 3-29.) 
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I L-M_1_9-_A_11_11 _ ____...jl I M19-A1212 B §C) I 
Cylinder combination Allll 
Type I 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ........................ May 22, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 237,862 

Maximum PNCs ................. 4,519,378 

Earliest Known Use ...... Sept. 7, 1991 

Used on Cover ................ $5.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.30 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

Cylinder combination A1212 
Type I 
Rolls of 500 

To Press ......................... July 22, 1991 

Impressions ............................. 70,6 10 

Maximum PNCs ................. I ,341 ,590 

Earliest Known Use ..... Aug. 12, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.50 $ 3.30 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4. 75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

L...-M_1_9_-_A_11_1_2 __ ___,~1 I M19-A2424 

Cylinder combination A1112 
Type I 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ........................ May 20, 1991 

Impressions ......................... 315,7788 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,999,972 

Earliest Known Use ....... Nov. 7, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single(PSI) .. $7.75 $8.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 8.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 8.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforatet ........................ unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

t Imperforate, ungummed numbered 
strips of three exist from printer's 
waste. 

Cylinder combination A2424 
Type I 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ........................ Aug. 24, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 296, 156 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,626,964 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 5, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.35 $ 2.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.50 ~ 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 
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,____M_1_9_-A_5_5_5_5 _ ____.I I M 19-A5556 I I M19-A6667 

Cylinder combination A5555 
Type II 
Rolls of 500 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Dec. 22, 1992 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

Surface Phosphored Paper 

Rolls of 500 

used mint 

Cylinder combination A5556 
Type II 
Rolls of 500 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 14, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.25 $ 3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 CJ 

Cylinder combination A6667 
Type II 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.25 $ 3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 CJ 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.25 $ 3.00 CJ Imperforate .......................... unknown Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 CJ Number on top .................... unknown Number on top .................... unknown 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Untagged* (Error) 

Rolls of 500 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 6.50 $ 8.25 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 9.25 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 10.25 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* This stamp was intended to be printed 
on surface phosphored paper. However, 
in spring 1993, quantities we found that 
appear to be printed on non-phosphored 
paper. 

;$>~ 3000 
~ 
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~ 

'1111111 . : 
Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3, 000 

19¢ Fishing Boat stamps. 

~ 
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.__I M_1_9-_A 7_6_67 _ _____.1 I M 19-A 7766 

Cylinder combination A 7667 
Type II 
Rolls of 500 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 C=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.25 $ 3.00 C=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 C=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 C=::J 

Cylinder combination A 7766 
Type II 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Apr. 23, 1994 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 C=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.25 $ 3.00 C=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 C=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 C=::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown Number on top .................... unknown 

.__M_1_9_-_A_76_7_9 __ ___.I I M19-A7779 

Cylinder combination A 7679 
Type II 
Rolls of 3,000 

Cylinder combination A 7779 
Type II 
Rolls of 500 

To Press ...................................... N. A. To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ............... $5.00 C=::J Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 C=::J 

used mint used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 2.25 $ 3.00 C=::J Single (PSI) .. $2.25 $3.00 C=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 C=::J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.75 C=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 C=::J Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.25 c=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown Number on top .................... unknown 
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19¢ Fishing Boat 
(Starn p Venturers) 

Designer ......................... Pierre Mion 
Lovettsville, Virginia 

Art Director ................ Howard Paine 
USPS 

Modeler ............... Richard C. Sennett 
Stamp Venturers 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
Riverside, Connecticut 

Issue date .................... June 25, 1994 
Arlington, Virginia (NAPEX) 

Produced by .. J.W.Fergusson & Sons 
for Stamp Venturers 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .................... Champlain gravure 

Plate size .......... 12 rows of 33 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 33 stamps 
3 cylinder numbers preceeded by "S" 

Ink colors: ....... Yellow, magenta, and 
cyan 

Perforation gauge ...... I 0.2 vertically 

Tagging type .......... Surface phosphor 
paper 

Roll sizes: ..................................... 500 

USPS item number ................. 7718S 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

A third variety of the 19¢ Fishing 
Boat coil stamp was issued on June 25, 
1994. Although the stamp did not have 
an official first-day ceremony, 200 
first-day cancellations for its release 
were available from the main post of
fice in Washington, DC. 

This version was produced by Stamp 
Venturers, who assumed all subsequent 
production of the 19¢ Fishing Boat 
stamp after the American Bank Note 
Company (ABN) lost its contract to 
print stamps for the USPS. (Detailed 
information of the two previous ver
sions of the 19¢ Fishing Boat stamp 
begins on page 3-24.) 

Stamp Venturer's version of the 
Fishing Boat stamp used the same basic 
design that was used for the two pre
vious versions produced by ABN. 
However, slight modifications were 
made to the design that make it easy to 
differentiate it from the ABN stamps. 
The most noticeable difference is found 
in the rope that moors the boat to the 
pile. The stamp produced by Stamp 
Venturers shows a single loop of rope 
around the pile. ABN's versions of the 
Fishing Boat stamp show two loops of 
rope around the pile. Another design 
difference is in the weight and height of 
the numbers and letters in the de
nomination and the "USA" inscription. 
The numbers and letters on Stamp 
Venturers' Fishing Boat stamps are 

Stamp Ventures' version of the 19¢ 
Fishing Boat stamp is easily 
identified by the single loop of rope 
around the pile. The two versions 
of this stamp produced by ABN 
show two loops of rope around the 
pile. 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 19¢ 

comparatively thinner than those on the 
two ABN versions. Also, the tail of the 
"9" in the denomination of Stamp Ven
turers' version is horizontally aligned 
with the base of the "I." The Fishing 
Boat stamps by ABN show the tail of 
the "9" extending below the base of the 
"1." 

As with the previous versions of the 
Fishing Boat stamp, the 19¢ de
nomination meets the first-class, single 
postcard rate, which increased from 15¢ 
on February 3, 1991. 

Cylinder combination Slll 
Rolls of 500 

Assigned .................................... N. A. 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ................ $5.00 c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.15 $2.70 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 

Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.20 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 
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20¢ Consumer 
Education 

Designer ........................... John Boyd 
New York, NY 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler ............................ none listed 

Typographer .................... none listed 

Engravers: 
Vignette .......... JosephS. Creamer, Jr. 

Lettering .................. Albert Saavedra 
BEP 

Issue date ............ ......... April 27, 1982 
Washington, DC 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Presses: ........ Cottrell (80 1, 802, 804) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 24 stamps 
joint line at right 

Plate number interval 
Alternating numbers every 24 stamps 

Ink color ...................................... Blue 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .............................. Overall 

Roll sizes: ............. I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Withdrawn 
from sale date . November 30, 1983 

3-30 

The 20¢ Consumer Education coil 
stamp was issued on April 27, 1982, at 
the Old Executive Office Building in 
Washington, DC. This coincided with 
National Consumers Week (April 25 
through May 1 ), which was sponsored 
by the US Office of Consumer Affairs. 
While dedicating the stamp, Postmaster 
General William F. Bolger noted that 
this stamp "is part of the campaign to 
educate consumers to purchase goods 
and services wisely. At the same time, 
it is an expression of our concern on a 
national level about this area of our na
tional life." Postmaster General Bolger 
emphasized, "Each of the Consumer 
Education stamps produced will serve 
to bring national and worldwide atten
tion to the consumer education efforts 
by educators, government agencies, 
consumer organizations, business, la
bor organizations, and the media." 

The stamp features a price tag similar 
to the type frequently used on gar
ments. The tag is imprinted "Consumer 
Education." A slogan reading "Wise 
shoppers stretch dollars" appears above 
the tag. 

The 20¢ Consumer Education stamp 
was originally planned to be released in 
two versions--one in English and the 
other in Spanish. By the time the stamp 
was issued, the bilingual idea was can
celed, and only the English version was 
released. This stamp was also planned 
to be the first issue in a new series of 
coil stamps with public interest themes, 
but this plan also faded before the of
ficial release date. 

The 20¢ denomination covered the 
regular first-class letter rate that was in 
effect from November 1, 1981, through 
February 16, 1985. Although the Con
sumer Education coil stamp was used 
widely, it was not popular with the us
ers. In fact, it was voted the worst 
stamp design of 1982 in the Linn's 
Stamp News annual stamp popularity 
poll. The 20¢ Consumer Education 
was withdrawn from philatelic sale on 
November 30, 1983, less than two years 
after it was released. 

I M20-1®~ 11] ~ 
Plate 1 40079-1 

Paired with Plate 2 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Certified ......................... Mar. I, 1982 

To Press .......................... Mar. I , 1982 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 533,673 

Maximum PNCs .................. 9,606,114 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 3, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.50 $ 8.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 37.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 195.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1 ,900.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) .. I ,400.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Paper Type Ia 

RolJs size unknown 

mint 

Single (PS 1) ................ $ 25.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 90.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 300.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

~ 
I 
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L--1 M_2_0-_2 ®_P :=::::_[1J_~____.c I I M20-3 ®~ El ~I I M20-4®~ 
Plate 2 40080-2 

Paired with Plate I 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 

Certified ......................... Mar. I, 1982 

To Press .......................... Mar. I, 1982 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1984 

Impressions ........................... 533,673 

Maximum PNCs .................. 9,606,114 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 5, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

Paper Type I 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.50 $ 8.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 37.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 195.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,900.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) .. I ,400.00 c::::::::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Paper Type Ia 

Rolls size unknown 

mint 

Single (PSI) ................ $ 25.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 90.00 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 300.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Plate 3 40081-3 

Paired with Plate 4 

Rolls of I 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type I) 

Certified ....................... Mar. 11, 1982 

To Press ........................ Mar. 19, 1982 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1984 

Impressions ............................ 381,110 

Maximum PNCs .................. 6,859,980 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 4, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ 10.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.60 $ 5.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 34.75 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ......... 120.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,500.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error (PS5) ... 100.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Plate 4 40082-4 

Paired with Plate 3 

Rolls of 1 00; 500; and 3,000 
(Paper Type/) 

Certified ....................... Mar. 11, 1982 

To Press ........................ Mar. 19, 1982 

Canceled ........................ Jan. 30, 1984 

Impressions ............................ 381, II 0 

Maximum PNCs .................. 6,859,980 

Earliest Known Use ....... May 7, 1982 

Used on Cover ............. $ I 0.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 1.60 $ 5.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 34.75 c::::::::J 
Strip offive (PS5) ......... 120.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... I ,500.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ........ N. A. c::::::::J 
Untagged Error (PS5) ... I 00.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top (PS5) ....... N. A. c::::::::J 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 20¢ Consumer Education stamps. 
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21.1¢ Letters 

Designer ................ Richard D. Sheaff 
Needham Heights, Massachusetts 

Art Director .......... Richard D. Sheaff 
CSAC 

Modeler .................. Clarence Holbert 
BEP 

Typographer ......... Richard D. Sheaff 
CSAC 

Non-precanceled 

Precanceled 

Issue date ............... October 22, 1985 
Washington, D.C. (no ceremony) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......................... Andreotti ( 60 I ) 

Plate size ......... 17 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 24 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ... Yellow, pink, red, green, 
blue, and black 
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Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
Hick rotary perforator 

Tagging type ............................. Block 

Roll sizes: 
Tagged ....................................... 500 
Precanceled .............. 500 and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Tagged (rolls of 500) ............... 0796 
Precanceled 

(rolls of 500) ......................... P796 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 30, 1989 

The 21.1 ¢ Letters stamp was issued 
on October 22, 1985, in Washington, 
DC. Its first-day ceremony was co
ordinated with a meeting of the En
velope Manufacturers Association of 
America. 

The design of the 21.1 ¢ Letters stamp 
is comprised of five stylized envelopes 
cascading from the upper-left corner to 
the base of the stamp. Each of the en
velopes is outlined in a different color, 
which enhances the simple design 
against the black background. 

Although the design of the Letters 
stamp was simple, its production 
marked several significant precedents 
in United States coil stamp production. 

The 21.1 ¢ Letters stamp was the first 
multicolored United States coil stamp 
printed by the gravure process. All 
previous multicolored Unites States 
coil stamps were printed using the in
taglio process, which renders an image 
using lines of ink in varying lengths and 
thicknesses. The Letters stamp was 
produced using the "self' or "spot" 
color method of gravure printing. This 
method produces visually distinct areas 
of the original ink colors-in this case, 
yellow, pink, red, green, blue, and 
black. In contrast, the standard gravure 
printing uses small dots of process ink 
colors -yellow, magenta, cyan, and 
black-that visually blend to give the 
appearance of a full-color image. (The 
standard gravure process was later used 
to print the 18¢ Washington Monument 

coil stamp.) 
This was the first coil stamp printed 

on the BEP' s Andreotti press using 
408-subject cylinders ( 17 subjects 
across and 24 subjects around). This 
new cylinder size yielded cylinder 
combination numbers that repeated at 
24-stamp intervals on the coil. The "D" 
contingency coil, which was earlier 
printed on the BEP' s Andreotti press, 
had a cylinder number that repeated at 
a 38-stamp interval because it was 
printed using 684-subject cylinders ( 18 
subjects across and 38 subject around). 

An important innovation introduced 
on the 21. I ¢ Letters stamp was the use 
of a new gravure paper that had a better 
printing surface, and was thinner than 
previously-used gravure papers. Be
cause this new paper was thinner, the 
diameter of rolls of 3,000 of the new 
gravure-printed stamps did not exceed 
the diameter of rolls of 3,000 intaglio
printed stamps. This allowed mailers to 
use the 21.1¢ Letters stamp in rolls of 
3,000 in their stamp-affixing machines. 
Mass mailers encountered difficulties 
when loading the first gravure-printed 
coil stamp, the non-denominated "D" 
contingency coil, because it was printed 
on thick paper that caused the rolls of 
3,000 stamps to be larger in diameter 
than previous rolls of 3,000 stamps. 

The 21. I¢ Letters stamp also has the 
distinction of being the first stamp to 
exhibit the USPS' newly adopted for
mat for precancels, which consisted of 
a service indicator without the tradi
tional horizontal bars. It was also the 
first stamp to have its precancel printed 
using the gravure process. Previous 
precancels were typically applied by a 
letterpress station on the printing 
press. 

Last! y, the 21.1 ¢ Letters stamp was 
the first coil stamp to have a plate 
number comprised of individual digits 
from separate printing plates (in this 
case, printing cylinders). The cylinder 
combination (plate number) was an un
precedented six digits in length-one 
digit for each color used to print the 



stamp. 
The 21.1 ¢ Letters coil stamp was 

produced in a precanceled version and 
a non-precanceled version. 

As stated previously, the pre
canceled version was printed with a 
single-line "ZIP+4" service indicator, 
without the traditional horizontal bars. 
It was produced in coils of 500 and 
3,000 stamps. The precanceled 21.1 ¢ 
stamp paid the per piece rate for a single 
mass mailing of 250 or more first-class 
letters that included 9-digit ZIP codes, 
and addresses that were printed or typed 
in uniform characters and had uniform 
line spacing. No presorting was re
quired to receive the nine-tenths of a 
cent discount per piece. Because the 
discount for this rate was minimal, few 
mass mailers opted to incur the addi
tional cost of affixing postage stamps to 
their mailings; instead, metered im
prints were typically used to pay this 
rate. 

The 21.1¢ rate became effective on 
February 17, 1985, when it increased 
from the 19.1¢ rate that had been in ef
fect since October 9, 1983. The 21.1¢ 
rate continued until April 3, 1988, when 
the rate increased to 24.1 ¢. The USPS 
permitted mailers to use 21.1 ¢ Letters 
coil stamps with the "ZIP+4" service 
inscription as false franking for the in
creased rate until October 9, 1988, with 
the difference paid at the time of mail
ing. By the time the false-franking 
privileges expired, the USPS had issued 
the 24.1 ¢Tandem Bicycle coil stamp in 
the Transportation Series to pay the new 
rate. 

The non-precanceled version of the 
21.1¢ Letters stamp was only issued in 
rolls of 500 stamps. Although tagged 
non-precanceled versions of decimal 
rate coil stamps are usually only pro
duced to meet collectors needs, the 
tagged non-precanceled version of the 
21.1¢ Letters stamp also met a postal 
use. According to the USPS, a mailer 
could meet the requirements for the 
ZIP+4 rate, but may not have a permit 
to use precanceled stamps. In such a 

case, a mailer could use the tagged, 
non-precanceled version of the 21.1¢ 
Letters coil stamp. Covers showing 
this use are seldom seen, but the rel
atively high production ratio of the 
non-precanceled version of the stamp 
to the precanceled version-nearly I to 
4-supports the USPS' claim that the 
tagged non-precanceled version of the 
21.1 ¢ Letters stamp had an intended 
postal use. 

Both versions of the 21.1¢ Letters 
coil stamp, the precanceled and the 
non-precanceled, have a 6-digit cyl
inder combination number. Two com
binations (111111 and 111121) are 
known for each version. However, the 
sixth digit (the black I) in the com
binations for the non-precanceled 
stamp and the sixth digit (the black 1) in 
the combinations for the precanceled 
stamp, were printed by two different 
black cylinders. The black cylinder 
that was used exclusively for the non
precanceled version only printed the 
black background, which includes the 
drop out letters and numerals of the de
nomination. The other black plate was 
used exclusively for the precanceled 
version. It printed the "ZIP+4" service 
inscription in addition to the black 
background. The BEP assigned a plate 
suffix number I to each of these cyl
inders. 

All of the 21.1 ¢ Letters stamps (pre
canceled and non-precanceled) were 
coated with lacquer over the ink to pre
vent sm~aring during the coiling pro
cess. On the non-precanceled version, 
phosphor taggant was added to this 
lacquer so that the stamps would ac
tivate the automatic facer canceler 
equipment. This equipment locates the 
phosphor on the stamp, and then auto
matically faces the envelope in the 
proper direction and position to apply 
the cancelation. Tagging is not re
quired on precanceled stamps because 
mail using precanceled stamps are not 
handled by this equipment. However, 
during the production of the pre
canceled version from cylinder com-

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 21.1¢ 

binations 11121, this lacquer coating 
was contaminated with tagging. 
Therefore, it appears that all of the pre
canceled stamps from the cylinder 
combination 111121 show some weak 
tagging. To date, no completely un
tagged examples of the precanceled 
111121 have been reported. Tagged 
precanceled stamps are also known 
from cylinder combination 11111, 
however, in this instance the tagged 
examples appear to be scarce. 

The precanceled and non-
precanceled versions of the 21.1¢ Let
ters coil stamps were removed from 
philatelic sale on June 30, 1989. 

M21.1-111111 

Cylinder combination 111111 
Yellow ............... 175361-1 
Pink ................... 175362-l 

Red .................... 175363-1 

Green ................. 175364-1 
Blue ................... 175365-1 

Black ............... 175366-1 

Rolls of 500 
To Press ........................... Oct 2, 1985 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ...................... N. A.* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Oct. 4, 1986 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.50 CJ 
* The "Maximum PNCs" for both 
non-precanceled stamps ( 111111 and 
111121) is 2,419,780. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $2.75 $2.90 

Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.25 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.90 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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IM21.1-111111 p [iDCJ I I M21.1-111121 IM21.1-111121P 

Cylinder combination 111111 
Yellow ............... 175361-1 

Pink ................... 175362-1 

Red .................... 175363-1 

Green ................. 175364-1 

Blue ................... 175365-1 

Black (ZIP+4) . 175367-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press .......................... Oct. 2, 1985 

Impressions .............................. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 15, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 c::::::::J 
* The "Maximum PNCs" for both 
precanceled stamps ( llllll and 
111121) is 6,851,000. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $3.10 $3.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.25 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 6.75 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Tagged Errort .................. N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

t Unlike the precanceled stamps from 
cylinder combination 111121, pre
canceled stamps from cylinder com
bination llllll typically do not exhibit 
tagging. However, tagged precanceled 
numbered strips recently surfaced from 
cylinder combination llllll. 

Note: Strips from this cylinder comb
nation are difficult to locate with XF-S 
centering. 
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Cylinder combination 111121 
Yellow ............... 175361-1 

Pink ................... 175362-1 

Red .................... 175363-1 

Green ................. 175364-1 

Blue ................... 175584-2 

Black ................ 175367-1 

Rolls of 500 

To Press ........................ Oct. 28, 1985 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 13, 1987 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.50 c::::::::J 
used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ 4.75 $ 4.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.35 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.80 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: Strips from this cylinder comb
nation are generally better centered 
than the strips from cylinder combian
tion 111111 because of a change in the 
plate layout. 

Cylinder combination 111121 * 
Yellow ............... 175361-1 

Pink ................... 175362-1 

Red .................... 175363-1 

Green ................. 175364-1 

Blue ................... 175584-2 

Black (ZIP+4) . 175367-1 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press .......................... Oct. 2, 1985 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ....... Dec. I, 1987 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 4.60 $ 4.80 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.50 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 8.00 c::::::::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

* All reported copies exhibit faint 
block tagging caused by contamination 
of the lacquer coating that was applied 
to the surface of the stamp to prevent 
the ink from smearing. 

21.1 ¢ Letters Printing Data from BEP 

Ink Cylinder Assigned To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Date Date Date 

Yellow 175361-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 May 6, 1988 545,340 

Pink 175362-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 May 6, 1988 545,340 

Red 175363-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 May 6, 1988 545,340 

Green 175364-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 May 6, 1988 545,340 

Blue 175365-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 May 6, 1988 449,500 1 

175584-2 Oct. 28, 1985 Oct. 28, 1985 Sept 16, 1987 95,840 

Black 175366-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 May 6, 1988 545,340 

Black (ZIP) 175367-1 Sept. 16, 1985 Oct. 2, 1985 July 2, 1987 403,0002 

1This number was adjusted by the Plate Number Coil Study Group. The BEP reported 
545,340 impressions for (Blue) plate 175365-1. 

2This number is the combined impression total with both blue plates. 



25¢ Honeybee 

Designer ...................... Chuck Ripper 
Huntington, West Virginia 

Art Director ................ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Engravers: 

Honeybee ............. Edward P. Archer 
BEP 

Issue date ............. September 2, 1988 
Omaha, Nebraska (Omaha Stamp Show) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing 
processes: .......... Offset and intaglio 

Presses: 
Optiforma Press (043) ........... Offset 
C Press (90 I) ....................... .Intaglio 
D Press (902) ..... Offset and intaglio 

Plate sizes: 
Optiforma ...... 18 rows of 25 stamps 
C/D (intaglio) 18 rows of 48 stamps 

20 rows of 48 stamps 
D (offset) ....... 20 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval 
Intaglio only .................... 48 stamps 

Ink colors: 
Offset ......... Magenta, cyan, process 

yellow, PMS yellow, and black 
Intaglio ................................... Black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of I 00 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 3,000 stamps on the Huck 

rotary perforator 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll sizes: .................... 500 and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll of 100 ............................. 0723 

Withdrawn 
from sale date .......... June 30, 1991 

The 25¢ Honeybee coil stamp was 
issued on September 2, 1988, in Oma
ha, Nebraska. The 25¢ denomination 
met the first ounce, first-class letter rate 
that went into effect on April 3, 1988. 

The Honeybee stamp had been orig
inally scheduled to be released on June 
II, 1988, in Corpus Christi, Texas, but 
production problems forced the delay. 
In fact, the 25¢ Honeybee stamp may 
have experienced the stormiest printing 
history of any coil stamp produced by 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
(BEP). Although the BEP has success
fully combined offset and intaglio 
printing on the same stamp, the Hon
eybee was the first BEP-produced 
stamp to have its image produced from 
the combined printing of two presses 
(one for offset and the other for in
taglio) using a continuous paper web 
(rather than cut sheets). The BEP has 
never fully explained why part of the 
printings for the Honeybee were as
signed to the Optiforma offset press 
with intaglio added on the C (901) or 
D (902) press, but it is fair to assume 
that a scheduling problem precluded 
exclusive use of the obvious choice
the combined offset/intaglio D press. 
Accurate registration is much easier to 
achieve on the combined press. Align
ment of the intaglio printing over the 
Optiforma offset image proved to be a 
nightmare for the BEP press people, 
and led to the long delays in the stamp's 
issue and the creation of many pro
duction varieties. 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

The artist's original design for this 
stamp showed a honeybee sitting on a 
pink flower against a blue background 
with the denomination and "USA" in 
white dropout lettering. However, after 
modeling and engraving, the stamp 
shows a similar bee alighting on a red 
clover blossom topped by green leaves 
against a yellow background. The ty
pography is in black offset. 

Many varieties were created during 
the complex printing history of the 
Honeybee coil. Some of the most in
teresting varieties were never available 
to collectors. Early in the production of 
the Honeybee coil, the BEP ran test 
printings where the tagging was applied 
using the Optiforma press-over the 
offset inks, but prior to the printing of 
the black intaglio. This process was 
discontinued when it became apparent 
that the tagging caused problems with 
the quality and permanence of the in
taglio image. In another test, the BEP 
printed Honeybee stamps on "pre
phosphored" paper, but the ink cover
age blocked too much of the tagging to 
meet the USPS requirements. In an at
tempt to increase the tagging signal of 
the Honeybee stamp printed on "pre
phosphored" paper, the BEP screened 
the yellow background to reduce its 
density, but this also failed to meet the 
USPS requirements. The BEP also ex
perimented with alternate tagging pat
terns (instead of overall or block tag
ging) as and added security against 
forgeries. Two of these patterns were 
formed by the letters "USPS." One test 
had the "USPS" taggant appearing once 
on each stamp. Another test had the 
"USPS" letters repeat in a staggered 
horizontal pattern that ran across the 
face of the stamp. According to the 
BEP, all of the Honeybee stamps pro
duced in these production tests were 
destroyed. 

Although it was not found by col
lectors until long after the initial release 
of the Honeybee stamp, the first intaglio 
printing from plate I used a plate num
ber that was .75 millimeters tall. The 
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height of the plate number caused it to 
touch or fall on the offset printed area 
unless the registration was precise. To 
correct the problem, the plate numbers 
on the sleeve were manually reworked 
and reduced in height to about .5mm. 
The manual alterations created many 
slightly different plate number Is. 
Most of the plate numbers on the 18 
rows simply showed a vertical stem 
with the top serif removed but the bot
tom serifs intact. Others had a tiny ball 
at the top or were slightly ragged. One 
of the 18 rows has what has become 
known as a "truncated serif," which
although it was shortened-shows a 
small serif at the top. When sleeves 2 
and 3 were prepared, smaller stamping 
dies were used to enter the plate num
bers. 

Only two of the intaglio sleeves pro
duced stamps that were available to 
collectors-sleeves I and 2. Sleeve I 
contained 864 subjects ( 18 rows high 
by 48 subjects around). Sleeve 2 was 
produced in the 960 subject format (20 
rows high by 48 subjects around). Be
cause both sleeves were used with the 
Optiforma-produced offset wed, they 
had to be printed in matching widths. 

The Optiforma printing surface is 25 
stamps in circumference so some im
pressions had 450 subjects ( 18 rows 
high by 25 subjects around) and some 
had 500 (20 rows high by 25 subjects 
around). Stamps solely printed on the 
D press have an offset interval of 24 
stamps. Both intaglio sleeves were 
used on the integrated (combination in
taglio and offset) D press. Any constant 
anomaly appearing on a stamp repeats 
at these intervals and is clear iden
tification as to which press-either the 
Optiforma or the D press-printed the 
offset. 

An offset anomaly that led to a col
lecting specialty occurred on some of 
the D press and Optiforma printings. 
Ink that collected on the edges of worn 
plates was deposited by the transfer 
blankets across the entire web between 
two columns of stamps. The resulting 
faint lines appear in varying colors, or 
combinations of colors, and resemble 
Cottrell press joint lines. However, 
they are not joint lines, and they are re
ferred to as "seam lines." Seam lines 
produced by the Optiforma press repeat 
at 24-stamp intervals, and seam lines 
produced by the D press repeat at 25-

stamp intervals. These lines are known 
on stamps from both intaglio sleeves (I 
and 2). Because the intaglio sleeve 
number is fixed at intervals of 48 
stamps, the 25-stamp interval of the 
seam lines moves in relation to the 
sleeve number through a roll of stamps. 
Seam lines are counted by perforation 
rows right or left of the "zero" posi
tion-the vertical row of perforations at 
the right side of the plate-numbered 
stamp. 

Distinctive tagging blocks applied to 
the Honeybee stamps indicate that 
some of the offset images from the Op
tiforma press had the intaglio added on 
the D press, as well as the C press, using 
a common sleeve. This is true for both 
sleeves I and 2. A small square
cornered tagging block measuring ap
proximately 16.5mm wide by 20.5mm 
high seems to be specific to the stamps 
printed with sleeve I on the C press. 
A larger round-cornered tagging block 
that almost covers the stamp seems to 
be specific to the stamps printed with 
sleeve I on the D press. Only the small 
square-cornered tagging is known on 
the stamps from the original printing 
with the full height (.75mm) plate 

The right side of this strip shows the only reported example of a production test that was produced by combined impression 
from two BEP presses in preparation for production of the Honeybee coil. It was printed from two, specially-made test printing 
plates (sleeves)-one for the red and blue offset impression printed on the Goebel Optiforma press, and one for the black 
intaglio impression printed on the Goebel C press. The offset portion of this test design was created and used solely for this 
test. The flag that appears at the bottom of the strip is the top portion of the design used on the 22¢ Flag coil and the 22¢ 
Flag Test coil, but the impression is not from sleeves from either of these two issued stamps. The black flag impressions on 
this strip came from a specially-produced sleeve that included impressions of the 22¢ flag design in several rows around the 
cylinder (the exact number of row was not known, but it was most likely 18 or less-possibly 10). The plate did not include 
any extraneous side markings, such as electric eye markings-mainly because it was not intended to be processed after 
printing. This example may show the top row of impressions on the intaglio plate because there are no additional flag images 
above the flag shown at the bottom. According to Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) pressmen, the Optiforma/C press 
test of this design had a vel}' short run on just one day, and all of the product was to be destroyed. (They term this "mutt work," 
which indicates that the product is to be mutilated.) The left side of the strip shows a block tagged imperforate strip of the 25¢ 
Bread Wagon (Paper Type II). The two pieces are spliced with 2 inch masking tape. The two pieces were spliced together 
to thread the 25¢ Bread Wagon web into the processing equipment. (From the collection of John Greenwood.). 
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number I. However, both tagging 
block sizes exists on stamps that were 
printed with sleeve I after the plate 
numbers were shortened (truncated). 

A similar tagging block and press re
lationship exists on the Honeybee 
stamps printed with sleeve 2. In con
trast to the type of tagging block ex
hibited by the stamps printed from 
sleeve I on the C press, a large round
cornered tagging block seems to be 
specific to the stamps printed with 
sleeve 2 on the C press. A narrower 
tagging block (approximately I mm less 
than the C press block from sleeve 2) 
appears to be specific to the stamps 
printed with sleeve 2 on the D. Later 
D press printings show a smaller tag
ging block that appears to have a 
screened texture with edges that look 
saw-toothed rather than straight. 

After the first-class letter rate in
creased to 29¢ on February 3, 1991, the 
25¢ Honeybee coil no longer had a 
prominent postal use. It was removed 
from philatelic sale on June 30, 1991. 

Note: Offset plate numbers are not 
listed in this catalog because their suf
fixes do not appear on the stamps. 
Known Honeybee offset plate data has 
been reported in The Plate Number, 
September I990. When The Plate 
Number Coil Study Group obtains ad
ditional data, it will be published for 
record in The Plate Number. 

Note: Untagged, impeiforate strips 
with the black intaglio missing are from 
stolen printer's waste. Vertical pairs 
and blocks of four or maore are pos
sible. Some of these stolen stamps were 
used as postage to defraud the Postal 
Service. 

l 

1 

This illustration shows the three ba
sic varieties of the plate number 
from the black intaglio sleeve 1. At 
the top is the ealiest version of the 
plate number. This is the original, 
untruncated plate number 1. It 
measures approximately . 75 milli
meter in height. The plate number in 
the center is an example of a trun
cated 1, which was manually short
en to approximately .5 millimeters. 
The plate number at the bottom is 
the "serifed" truncated plate num
ber, which appears on one of the 18 
rows of the intaglio sleeve. 

M25-1 tall 

Plate 1 180014-1 (18 rows) 

(Optiforma and C Press)t 
Plate number measures .75mm tall. 

Rolls of 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. I 4, I 988 

To Press ................................... N. A.* 

Date modified ............................ N. A. 

Canceled ....................... June 21, 1989 

Impressions 
before modification .............. N. A.* 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ................... N. A. 

Used on Cover ................. N. A.i=::J 

t Offset varieties repeat at 25-stamp 
intervals. 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

* It is possible that these stamps were 
printed on the reported press run of 
April 14, 1988 that had 110,000 im
pressions, or the run of May 5, 1988 that 
had 802,770 impressions. However, 
these dates may instead apply to the 
destroyed test runs. 

Note: These stamps were not found by 
collectors until September I989. They 
were only found in rolls of 3,000 
stamps. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $ 17.25 $ 27.50 I=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 28.50 I=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 30.00 I=::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: Stamps from the production run 
with the original height (. 75mm) plate 
number I have rectangular tagging 
blocks that measure I6.5mm wide and 
20.5mm high. This tagging block size 
appears to be specific to the C press. 

Actual size of tagging block 
found on the stamps from the 

production run with the .75mm tall 
plate number 1. 

Note: No seam lines have been re
portedfrom the production run with the 
original height (. 75mm) plate number 
I. 
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I M25-1 cut [1] B 
Plate 1 180014-1 (18 rows) 

(Optiforma and C Press)t 
(D Press):j: 
Plate number measures .5mm tall. 

Rolls of 100 and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... Apr. 14, 1988 

To Press ....................... May 13, 1988 

Date modified ............................ N. A. 

Canceled ....................... June 21, 1989 

Impressions ........................ 3,085,769 

MaximumPNCs ............. 27,771,921* 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 13, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 c=J 
t Offset varieties and seam lines (if 
any) repeat at 25-stamp intervals. 

+ Offset varieties and seam lines (if 
any) repeat at 24-stamp intervals. 

* This total includes the impressions 
from the original height (.75mm) plate 
number and the truncated (.5mm) plate 
number. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ .50 $ 2.50 c=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.25 c=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.00 c=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 350.00 c=J 
Imperforate 

between (PS6) ............... N. A. c=J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 400.00 c=J 
Untagged Error ................. N. A. c=J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: The above prices are for Hon
eybee stamps printed on the Optiforma 
and C press combination. Honeybee 
stamps printed on the D press com
mand a 25% premium. 

Note: Plate strips of 5 showing the 
manually added serif on the truncated 
plate number (as shown in the lower 
portion of the illustration on page 3-37) 
have an estimated price of $34.50. This 
variety is available on stamps that had 
the intaglio printed on the CorD press. 
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Note: The tagging blocks from the C 
press production of the Honeybee with 
the truncated (.5mm) plate number are 
the same that appeared on the stamps 
from the production run with the orig
inal height (.75mm) plate number 1. 
The Honeybee stamps that wer tagged 
on the D press have a larger tagging 
block with rounded corners. The di
mensions of the D press tagging block 
vary, but are consistently larger than 
the C press tagging. In some cases, the 
rounded comers are very subtle, and 
appear almost square. 

C press tagging block (at left) and D 
press tagging block (at right) used 
on the Honeybee stamps with the 

truncated plate number 1. 

Note: Stamps from printings using 
sleeve 1 with the truncated plate num
ber exist where the intaglio image is 
dramatically out of register with the 
offset image (as shown in the illustra
tion below). An estimated value of this 
variety is not currently available. 

Note: The following list shows the re
ported Honeybee seam line positions 
from the integrated (offset and intaglio) 
printing from the D press. The seam 
lines remains in the same location-in 
relation to the plate number
throughout the roll. The seam lines 
produced on the combined Optiforma 
and CID press printings move in re
lation to the intaglio plate number, and 
therefore, can be found in any position 
from 12L to 12R. The conventional 
collecting format is in strips that in
clude two stamps past the numbered 
stamp and three stamps past the seam 
line. 

mint 
D press seam lines: 

12L (PSI7) ................... N. A. c=J 
IlL (PSI6) ................... N. A. c=J 
10L(PSI5) ................... N.A. c=J 
9L (PS14) ..................... N. A. c=J 
8L (PS13) ..................... N. A. c=J 
7R (PS13) ..................... N. A. c=J 
9R (PSIS) ..................... N. A. c=J 
lOR (PS16)* ................. N. A. c=J 
IIR (PSI7) ................... N. A. c=J 
12R (PS18) ................... N. A. c=J 

* This seam line position also exists on 
imperforate strips. (An estimated value 
is not currently available.) 

This strip, which shows a misregistration of the black intaglio (outline of bee) with 
the offset, is evidence of the difficulties the BEP had in aligning the intaglio and 
offset images. This type of shifting of the black intaglio is only known from from 
the printings using sleeve 1 with the truncated numbers. Seam lines appear at the 
center of this example. (An estimated price is not currently available.) 



Note: Irregular splotches of yellow 
offset ink (from dirty (~ffset blankets) 
appear in the white margins of some 
stamps. Splotches in magenta ink are 
also known. A PS5 showing this variety 
has an estimated value (?f $30.00. Un
numbered singles are valued at $5.00. 

Detail of printing anomaly in white 
margins of the stamp from dirty 

offset blankets 

Note: Honeybee stamps with the black 
(?ffset missing (no frame line or "25 
USA") are rare. A single stamp of this 
variety without a plate number has an 
estimated value of $500.00. Beware of 
copies that show traces of black offset 
ink, which is visible only under high 
magnification. Many examples that 
appear to be completly missing the 
black offset show black dots at the lo
cation ofthe feet qf the "A" in "USA". 
Honeybee stamps also exists with the 
yellow backgroung apparently missing. 
The BEP has examined examples , and 
have determined that traces of the yel
low color are present. 

Note: Honeybee stamps with the black 
intaglio missing (no bee outline and no 
plate number) are known from sleeve I 
with the truncated plate number. An 
un-numbered pair has an estimated 
value (?f $145.00. 

I M25-2 

Plate 2 180527-2 (20 rows) 

(Optiforma and C Press)t 
(D Press):j: 
Rolls of I 00 and 3,000 

Assigned ......................... July 6, 1988 

To Press ......................... July 20, I 988 

Canceled ....................... May 25, I 989 

Impressions ........................ 3,044,712 

Maximum PNCs ............... 30,447,120 

Earliest Known Use .... Sept. 14, 1988 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 c:::::J 
t Offset varieties and seam lines (if 
any) repeat at 25-stamp intervals. 

:j: Offset varieties and seam lines (if 
any) repeat at 24-stamp intervals. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .... $ .55 $ 2.60 c:::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.30 c:::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.10 c:::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 350.00 c:::::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 400.00 c:::::J 
Untagged Error (PS5) .... 280.00 c:::::J 
Number on top ................. N. A. c:::::J 
Note: The above prices are for Hon
eybee stamps printed on the D press. 
Honeybee stamps printed on the Op
tiforma and C press combination com
mand a 35% premium. 

Note: The tagging blocks from the C 
press production of the Honeybee using 
intaglio plate 2 are large with rounded 
corners. The dimensions of the C press 
tagging blocks vary, but are consistent
ly larger than the early D press tagging 
blocks used with plate 2 until mid-1989. 
The late D press tagging blocks are 
smaller and appear to have a screened 
texture with edges that look saw
toothed instead of straight lined. 

Miscellaneous Coil Stamps, 25¢ 

C press tagging 
on plate 2 

Early D press 
tagging on 

plate 2 

Late D press 
tagging on 

plate2 

Note: Honeybee stamps with the black 
offset missing (no frame line or "25 
USA"), as described for the truncated 
plate /, also exist for plate 2. The ex
amples from plate 2 with the black offset 
missing have square-cornered textured 
tagging. A single stamp of this variety 
without a plate number has an estimat
ed value of $500.00. 

Note: Varying degrees of upward shift 
of the black intaglio printing caused the 
upper portion of the plate number (2) to 
be printed inside the frame line. Some 
examples are shifted so high that the 
number is above the bottom frame line, 
which makes the plate number difficult 
to see in the blossom petals. An es
timated value is not currently available 
for a PS5 showing this variety. 
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Note: The following list shows the re
ported Honeybee seam line positions 
from the integrated (offset and intaglio) 
printing from the D press. The seam 
lines remains in the same location-in 
relation to the plate number
throughout the roll. The seam lines 
produced on the combined Optiforma 
and C/D press printings move in re
lation to the intaglio plate number, and 
therefore, can be found in any position 
from 12L to 12R. 

D press seam lines with round
cornered tagging: 

mint 

I2L (PSI7) ................... N. A. D 
IlL (PSI6) ................... N. A. D 
IOL (PSI5) ................... N. A. D 
9L (PSI4) ..................... N. A. D 
SL(PS13) ..................... N.A. D 
7L (PSI2) ..................... N. A. c=::J 
6L (PS II) ..................... N. A. D 
5L (PSIO) ..................... N. A. D 
4L (PS9) ....................... N. A. D 
3L (PSS) ....................... N. A. D 
2L(PS7) ....................... N.A. D 
IL (PS6) ....................... N. A. c=::J 
Zero (PS6) .................... N. A. D 
IR (PS7) ....................... N. A. D 
2R (PSS) ....................... N. A. D 
3R (PS9) ....................... N. A. D 
4R(PSIO) ..................... N.A. D 
5R ..................................... unknown 

6R (PSI2) ..................... N. A. c=::J 
7R (PSI3) ..................... N. A. D 
SR(PSI4) ..................... N.A. D 
9R (PS15) ..................... N. A. c=::J 
I OR ................................... unknown 

llR (PS 17) ................... N. A. c=::J 
12R (PSIS) ................... N. A. c=::J 
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D press seam lines with square
cornered textured tagging: 

mint 

l2L (PS 17) ................... N. A. c=::J 
IlL (PS16) ................... N. A. c=::J 
IOL (PS15) ................... N. A. c=::J 
9L(PS14) ..................... N.A. c=::J 
SL (PS13) ..................... N. A. D 
7L(PS12) ..................... N.A. D 
6L(PSll)* ................... N.A. D 
5L(PSIO) ..................... N.A. D 
4L (PS9) ....................... N. A. c=::J 
3L (PSS) ....................... N. A. D 
2L (PS7) ....................... N. A. D 
IL (PS6) ....................... N. A. D 
Zero (PS6) .................... N. A. D 
IR ..................................... unknown 

2R ..................................... unknown 

3R ..................................... unknown 

4R ..................................... unknown 

5R ..................................... unknown 

6R ..................................... unknown 

7R ..................................... unknown 

SR ..................................... unknown 

9R (PS15) ..................... N. A. c=::J 
lOR (PS16) ................... N. A. c=::J 
ll R (PS 17) ................... N. A. D 
l2R (PSIS) ................... N. A. D 

* This seam line position also exists on 
imperforate strips. (An estimated value 
is not currently available.) 

Plate 3 IS0936-3 (18 rows) 

Never available 

Assigned ...................... Sept. 23, l9SS 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ........................ Nov. I, 19SS 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 4 IS2479-4 (20 rows) 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... Apr. 4, 19S9 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled ........................ Mar. 2, 1990 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Plate 5 1S273l-5 (20 rows) 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... May 3, l9S9 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... May 10, 1991 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 



29¢ Flower 

Designer ................. Wallace Marosek 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Art Director ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Modeler ............... Richard C. Sennett 
Stamp Venturers 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Rouletted 

Perforated 

Issue dates: 
Rouletted ............... August 16, 1991 

· Rochester, New York 
(no ceremony) 

Perforated .................. March 3, 1992 
Rochester, New York 

(no ceremony) 

Produced by ........... Stamp Venturers 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press ................................. Champlain 
J. W. Fergusson & Sons 

Plate size .......... 12 rows of 33 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 33 stamps 

Ink colors: .... Yellow, magenta, cyan, 
and black 

Perforation gauges: 
Rouletted ................... 9.5 vertically 
Perforated ................... 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type .......... Surface phosphor 
paper 

Roll sizes: 
Rouletted .................................. I 00 
Perforated ............................... 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rouletted 

("stick" packaged) ............... 7707 
("bubble" packaged) ........... 7708 

Perforated ................................ 7709 

Withdrawn from sale dates: 
Rouletted ............................... N. A. 
Perforated ............................... N. A. 

The denominated 29¢ Flower coil 
was issued to meet the first ounce, 
first-class domestic letter rate that went 
into effect on February 3, 1991. It was 
produced with two different types of 
perforations -rouletted (slit) per
forations and conventional round-hole 
perforations. 

Both versions were produced by 
Stamp Venturers. The stamp features 
the same flower design that was used 
for the non-denominated "F" con
tingency stamps, which were released 
on January 22, 1991. The design shows 
a large red tulip and the tip of a single 
green leaf on a yellow background. 
This was the first time that the USPS 
issued a denominated stamp with a de
sign that had been previously used on 
a non-denominated contingency stamp. 
The only design differences between 
the original contingency stamp and the 
29¢ Flower are the denomination and 
inscriptions. The contingency stamp 
was inscribed with the following text in 
black ink: "F Flower USA" and "For 
U.S. addresses only." The only text to 
appear on the 29¢ Flower stamp was the 
denomination, which was printed in 
black and read "29USA." Because 
these differences only involved black 
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ink, it was conceptually possible for the 
BEP to simply incorporate a new black 
printing cylinder with the existing yel
low, magenta, and cyan cylinders from 
the non-denominated "F" coil stamp to 
print a denominated Flower coil stamp. 
This concept failed when the USPS 
awarded the production of denominated 
Flower coil stamps to Stamp Venturers, 
instead of the BEP. The change in 
printers forced the creation of new 
printing cylinders for all of the ink col
ors. 

The rouletted version of the stamp 
was the first to be issued. It was re
leased on August 16, 1991, in Roch
ester, New York. Rochester, which is 
known as the "Flower City," was also 
the first-day city for the denominated 
29¢ Flower sheet stamp and the de
nominated 29¢ Flower booklet stamp, 
which were issued in April 1991. 
Originally, denominated versions of all 
three forms (sheet, coil, and booklet) of 
the non-denominated "F" contingency 
stamp design were scheduled to be re
leased in April 1991-shortly after the 
first-class letter rate increased to 29¢, 
but production difficulties delayed the 
coil version. 

The rouletted 29¢ Flower stamp was 
the first coil stamp produced by Stamp 
Ventures or its affiliated companies. 
The stamp also introduced several in
novations for U.S. postage stamps. Al
though rouletting had been used for 
some U.S. revenue stamps and on the 
backing paper of the experimental self
adhesive 10¢ Christmas stamp of 1974, 
the rouletted 29¢ Flower coil was the 
first U.S. postage stamp to be issued 
with rouletting between the stamps. 
The USPS described the sale of the 
rouletted Flower coil as a "national 
new-product test." and explained that 
the rouletted separations were "in re
sponse to years of requests from the 
mailing public for coil stamps that tear 
off the rolls easier than current round
hole perforated stamps." 

The rouletted 29¢ Flower coil was 
only produced in rolls of 100 stamps. 
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However, the USPS distributed the 
stamps to post offices in two for
mats-as single rolls of 100 stamps 
sealed individually in clear plastic con
tainers, and in a new format that the 
USPS referred to as a "stamp stick." 
A stamp stick was comprised of 10 at
tached coils of 100 stamps each (1,000 
stamps total) that could be easily sep
arated for individual sale. The stamp 
stick was wrapped with a translucent 
paper to prevent the coils from un
rolling. The wrapper was rouletted 
where the coils were joined so that it 
would easily separte from the stick and 
stay wrapped around a coil of 100 
stamps after it was broken from the 
stick. 

The individual 1 00-stamp coils of the 
stamp stick were attached by another 
form of rouletting that the Postal Ser
vice called "scoring." The scoring be
tween the coils consisted of alternating 
long slits (about 3 3/4 iriches long) and 
small un-slit "teeth" (less than 1/16 
inch wide) that held the coils together. 
The small paper teeth that connected 
two adjoining rolls occurred about eve
ry fourth stamp, but were staggered so 
that they did not appear at the top and 
bottom of the same stamp in the roll. 
The small paper connections made it 
possible to collect blocks and vertical 
pairs of rouletted 29¢ Flower coil 
stamps, but the flimsy blocks needed to 
be handled with great care to preserve 
the delicate connections. The stag
gering of the teeth made it impossible to 
collect vertical strips of the coil in 
lengths longer than two stamp. As with 
the roulette separations, the stamp stick 
format was considered an experiment 
by the USPS. The stick format had 
previously been used by Canada Post,, 
although the Canadian stamp sticks had 
conventional round-hole perforations 
instead of rouletting between the 
stamps on the individual coils. 

The 29¢ Flower coil stamp with 
round-hole perforations was officially 
issued March 3, 1992. It was issued in 
Rochester, New York, as had all of the 
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other stamps (in sheet, coil, and booklet 
formats) with the same design. The 
perforated variety was produced in rolls 
of 3,000 stamps for use by commercial 
mailers in stamp affixing equipment, 
and for use in post office vending ma
chines. These type of machines use the 
round-hole perforations to move the 
coil through the mechanism. 

M29-S1111 

Cylinder combination Sllll 
Rolls of 100 

To Press ......................... Apr. 16, 1991 

Impressions ........................ I ,841, 702 

Maximum PNCs ............... 22,100,424 

Earliest Known Use ....... Aug. 8, 1991 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 CJ 

used mint 

Single(PSI) ... $ .95 $3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.20 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.90 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

M29-S2222slit 

Cylinder combination S2222 
Rolls of 100 

To Press ........................... Oct. 2, 1991 
Impressions ........................ I ,231 ,630 

Maximum PNCs ............... 14,774,560 

Earliest Known Use ..... Nov. 12, 1991 

Used on Cover ................ $ .50 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $ 3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.20 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.90 c=::J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

M29-S2222perf 

Cylinder combination S2222 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ......................... Nov. 13, 1991 

Impressions ........................... 448,610 

Maximum PNCs ................. 5,383,320 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. II, 1992 

Used on Cover .............. $ 1.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .95 $3.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 4.20 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............. 4.90 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 
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Contingency Coil Stamps 
Since the creation of the United States Postal Ser

vice (USPS) in 1971, postal rates have been set by the 
Postal Rate Commission (PRC). The PRC is an in
dependent body that rules on rate requests from the 
U.S. Postal Service board of governors. It can ap
prove or deny increases as requested by the USPS, or 
decide to change rates-but not necessarily to the re
quested levels. 

This process causes great uncertainty about the ex
act amount of the new rate until a final decision is 
announced. The uncertainty prevents the USPS from 
ordering the necessary stamps bearing the proper de
nomination to meet the new rate. The production 
(designing, printing, and delivery) of postage stamps 
usually requires several months. 

The first time that this process had a major effect on 
stamp production was in 1975. During the early part 
of that year, the USPS began discussions with the 
PRC about the need to increase the first-class letter 
rate from 10¢. This 10¢ rate had been in effect since 
March 2, 1974. As the discussion continued through 
the year, the USPS was faced with a problem. The 
USPS needed to begin production of the annual 
Christmas stamps, but it did not know if the PRC 
would grant the rate increase before the release of the 
Christmas stamps in October. The USPS solved the 
problem by deciding to produce the 1975 Christmas 
stamps without denominations. If the PRC approved 

The 1975 Christmas stamps were the first United 
States postage stamps issued without denominations 
shown in their designs. They were produced without 
denominations because of the USPS' uncertainty of 
what the first-class letter rate would be at the time of 
their release. 

The first three contigency coil stamps: 15¢ ·~" printed 
in orange, 18¢ "8" printed in violet, and 20¢ "C" printed 
in brown. 

the rate increase by the time the Christmas stamps 
were issued, the non-denominated stamps would be 

·placed on sale at the value of the new first-class post
age rate. If the PRC did not grant the increase, the 
non-denominated stamps would have a 10¢ value. 
(The two 1975 Christmas stamps are shown at the 
bottom of the previous column.) After the Postal 
Service's decision, the PRC granted an increase of the 
first-class letter rate to 13¢, which took effect on De
cember 31, 1975. Because the PRC's decision did not 
affect the rate until after Christmas, the 1975 non
denominated Christmas stamps were issued as 10¢ 
stamps. The two 1975 Christmas stamps were the first 
U.S. postage stamps to be issued without de
nominations appearing in the design. 

Although the USPS' decision to print the 1975 
Christmas stamps without denominations allowed the 
stamps to be produced before the PRC's decision 
about the rate increase, it created an additional prob
lem. Because the United States is a member of the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU), a representative body 
that regulates international mail between its member 
countries, all mail that originates in the United States 
and is mailed to foreign addresses must bear postage 
stamps that show the country's name (US) and the 
numerical denomination on the face of the stamp. 
Obviously, the 1975 Christmas stamps did not meet 
the latter of these requirements. Therefore, mail to 
foreign destinations bearing the non-denominated 
stamps was often returned to the sender. 

The USPS' experience with PRC and the 1975 
Christmas stamps fostered the development of a con
tingency stamp program. To avoid shortages in first
class postage stamps when the first-class letter rate 
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increases, the USPS now produces and stockpiles 
large quantities of non-denominated postage stamps 
for use in future rate increases. The stamps include a 
single letter inscription within the design that stands 
for the denomination of the new rate. 

Since 1978, the USPS has issued six contingency 
adhesive stamp designs. Each was produced in sheet, 
coil, and booklet form. The first contingency stamp 
to be issued included an "A" in the design instead of 
a denomination. The "A" contingency stamps were 
released on May 22, 1978, one week before the first
class letter rate increased to 15¢. 

The second contingency stamps were released on 
March 15, 1981. They were inscribed with a "B," 
which equated to the new 18¢ first-class letter rate 
that took effect on March 22, 1981. 

The third non-denominated contingency stamps is
sued by the USPS include a "C" in the design. The 
"C" contingency stamps were released on October 11, 
1981, several weeks before the first-class letter rate 
increased to 20¢ on November 1, 1981. (Although 
"B" and "C" contingency coil stamps were issued in 
1981, they do not show the plate number within the 
stamp's design. These coils-like the "A" con
tingency coil- were printed prior to 1981, and, 
therefore, were not affected by the USPS' new plate 
numbering system.) 

The 20¢ rate continued until February 16, 1985. 
The first-class letter rate increased to 22¢ the fol
lowing day. To prepare for the rate change, the USPS 
released the "D" contingency stamps on February 1, 
1985. The "D" coil stamps were the first contingency 

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS 
The "B" Series stamp has been Issued to avoid 
any shortages In flrst-olass postage stamps. It 
Ia to be used domestically just as any other 
first-class stamp. It should not be used for 
International maH. The "B" stamp will continue 
Indefinitely to be worth its assigned value. 
Normally six months are required to prepare 
postage stamp designs, produce plates, print 
and distribute the billions of stamps needed 
for a change In the first-class letter rate. The 
required lead time for production and distribu
tion was not available between determining 
the new rate and its implementatlon. 

coil stamps to include the plate number within the 
design. An in-depth description of this stamp begins 
on page 4-3. 

The "E" contingency stamps were released on May 
22, 1988. The "E" represented the new 25¢ first class 
letter rate, which took effect on April3, 1988. Unlike 
the USPS logo eagle design of the previous con
tingency stamps, the "E" contingency stamps featured 
a design that related to the letter of the alphabet used 
to substitute for the denomination. The "E" stamps 
show a colorful picture of the Earth. The section 
starting on page 4-5 includes more information about 
the "E" coil stamp. 

The "F" contingency stamps feature a flower, con
tinuing the design theme started with the "E" stamps. 
The "F" stamps were released on January 22, 1991. 
The "F" represented 29¢, the new first-class letter rate 
that took effect on February 3, 1991. For a detailed 
description of this contingency coil stamp, turn to 
page 4-8. 

Although they have not been released at the time 
this catalog was prepared, the "G" contingency 
stamps are ready to be issued for the next increase of 
the first-class rate. The "G" stamps feature Old 
Glory-the American flag. You can find more in
formation about the "G" coil stamps in the section 
starting on page 4-11. 

Although each of the contingency stamps only in
clude a letter designation for the denomination, the 
USPS states that each of the contingency stamps "will 
continue indefinitely to be worth its assigned value." 

TWENTY FOUR STAMPS 
FOR USE ON FIRST CLASS LETTER MAIL 

• ser1es 
DOMESTIC RATE ONLY 

The outside back cover of the "Bn contingency booklet included an explanation of why contingency 
stamps are issued and instructions for the proper use of the stamps. Similar messages have appeared 
on the booklet covers for all of the non-denominated contingency stamps. (The illustration shows an 
opened booklet cover with the back of the cover on the left and the front of the cover on the right.) 
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(22¢) "D" Eagle 

Designer ............ Bradbury Thompson 
Riverside, Connecticut 

Modeler ................... Frank J. Waslick 
BEP 

Typographer ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Issue date ................ February 1, 1985 
Los Angeles, California (no ceremony) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Presses: ...................... Andreotti (601) 
A Press (701) 

Plate size .......... I8 rows of 38 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 38 stamps 

Ink color ................................... Green 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll size .............. I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Roll size not specified .............. 0762 

Withdrawn from sale date 
All roll sizes ...... December 31, I985 

The nondenominated "D" coil stamp 
was issued on February I, I985, in Los 
Angeles, California, without an official 
first-day ceremony. It was the fourth 
nondenominated contingency coil 
stamp issued by the USPS, but the first 
of the series to include plate (cylinder) 
numbers within the design. It was also 
the first coil stamp to be printed by the 
gravure printing process, which pro-

duces an image using a shallow re
cessed matrix pattern. 

The stamp features the stylized eagle 
design from the USPS logo, which was 
previously used on the "A," "B," and 
"C" contingency stamps. The "D" rep
resented the new 22-cent first ounce, 
first-class domestic letter rate that took 
effect on February 17, 1985. The non
denominated "D" contingency stamp 
was also released in sheet and booklet 
formats, and a similar design appeared 
on embossed envelopes. 

Plate preparation for the non
denominated "D" coil stamp began in 
I98I, even before the (20-cent) con
tingency "C" stamp was issued for the 
first-class letter rate increase of that 
year. As early as July 198I, plates were 
produced for the Cottrell, A, B, and 
Andreotti presses. Six intaglio plates (1 

through 6) were prepared for the Cot
trell presses, but no stamps were ever 
printed by these I8 x 24 image plates. 
Two sleeves (1 and 2) were also pre
pared for the intaglio B press in its 18 
x 52 format, but again no "D" coil 
stamps were ever made on this press. 

All "D" coils were gravure printed on 
either the A press or the Andreotti 
press. Using common printing cyl
inders, approximately I ,500,000,000 
coil stamps were produced by the An
dreotti and 750,000,000 by the A press. 
This production mix was probably the 
result of press scheduling problems at 
the BEP, rather than a planned sharing 
of the printing load. 

The "D" coils produced from the A 
press were wound counter-clockwise. 
This is distinctive from other recent 
coils produced by the BEP, which are 
wound clockwise. The counter
clockwise production caused the A
press stamps to uncoil to the right rather 
than the normal left-hand direction. 
This unusual characteristic had a major 
impact on mailers who mechanically 
affixed the stamps to envelopes. When 
the A-press coils were inserted into the 
stamp-affixing machines, which are 
manufactured to use coils that unwind 

Contingency Coil Stamps, "D" 

to the left, the image was upside down. 
Therefore, commercial covers that had 
the A-press produced "D" coil stamp 
applied by a stamp-affixing machine 
would have the stamp applied in the 
normal position, but upside down. 
Other than the direction in which the 
roll was wound, there is no way to dis
tinguish the "D" Eagle coil stamps 
printed on the A press from those 
printed on the Andreotti press. 

I C22-1 [;;]~I 
Cylinder 1 40216-I 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... May I4, I982 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Feb. 13, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .60 $5.75 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7.75 CJ 
Imperf/tagged (PS6) ..... 350.00 CJ 
Imperf/untagged (PS6) .... N. A. CJ 
Untagged Error (PS5) ...... N. A. CJ 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

A coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 "D" (22¢) contingency coil 
stamps. 
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Cylinder 2 40217-2 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Assigned ....................... May 14, 1982 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 9, 1985 

Used on Cover ............... $ 6.00 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single(PSI) ... $ .60 $5.40 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.20 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7. 70 c::::::::J 
Imperf/tagged (PS6) ..... 350.00 c::::::::J 
Imperf/untagged .................. unknown 

Untagged Error (PS5) ...... N. A. c::::::::J 
Number on top .................... unknown 

Cottrell Press 
Plate 1 39853-1 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... July 30, 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 27, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Note: The BEP also designated plate 
#39852 for the "D" contingecy coil 
stamp on the Cottrell press. The plate 
was defective and was never assigned 
a suffu: number. 
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Cottrell Press 
Plate 2 39883-2 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 9, 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 27, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Cottrell Press 
Plate 3 39887-3 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 9, 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 27, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Cottrell Press 
Plate 4 39888-4 

Never available 

Assigned ........................ Sept. 9, 1981 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 27, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Cottrell Press 
Plate 5 40096-5 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 12, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 27, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

Cottrell Press 
Plate 6 40097-6 

Never available 

Assigned ....................... Feb. 12, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ...................... Nov. 27, 1987 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

B Press 
Plate 1 40264-1 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... July 2, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled .................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 

B Press 
Plate 2 40265-2 

Never available 

Assigned ......................... July 2, 1982 

To Press .................................... Never 

Canceled ....................... July 22, 1982 

Impressions ................................ None 

Maximum PNCs ........................ None 



(25¢) "E" Earth 

Designer ..................... Robert McCall 
Paradise Valley, Arizona 

Project Manager ........ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Art Director ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Modeler ........................ Esther Porter 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Issue date ..................... Mar. 22, I 988 
Washington, D.C. (no ceremony) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......................... Andreotti ( 60 I ) 

Plate sizes: 
Rolls of I 00 ... 20 rows of 24 stamps 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 .... I 8 rows of 

24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 

Ink colors: ...... Red, blue, yellow, and 
black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll size .............. I 00; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item number 
Rolls of I 00 .............................. 0706 

Withdrawn from sale date 
All roll sizes ............... June 30, I 989 

The "E" contingency stamp was is
sued without a first-day ceremony on 
March 22, 1988, in Washington DC. 
This was the fifth in a series of con
tingency stamps issued by the USPS 
during rate change periods, but only the 
second issue in the series to contain 
plate (cylinder) numbers on the stamp. 
The "E" represented the new 25-cents 
first ounce, first-class domestic letter 
rate that went into effect on April 3, 
1988. 

Unlike the previous four stamps of 
the series, the "E" stamp did not feature 
a monochrome stylized eagle and letter. 
Instead, the USPS broke tradition and 
made a radical design change. Be
ginning with the "E" stamp, con
tingency stamps would have multi
colored designs that relate to the letter 
designation of the stamp; in this case, 
the "E" is for "Earth." The "E" con
tingency stamp features a view of Earth 
from space, which was rendered from 
photographs provided by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA). 

The striking colors of the "E" stamp 
are the result of the gravure printing 
process. This type of printing uses 
small dots of several individual colors 
to create a multicolored image. The 
gravure process uses separate printing 
cylinders for each of the ink colors used 
to print the image. The "E" stamp was 
printed using four colors: red, blue, 
yellow, and black. The 4-digit plate 
number that appears at the base of every 
twenty-fourth stamp is comprised of the 
individual plate numbers from each of 
the separate printing cylinders. 

The cylinders for printing this stamp 
were prepared over a span of three years 
and were made in two different formats: 
432 (18 x 24) subjects per cylinder and 
480 (20 x 24) subjects per cylinder. The 
480-subject format allowed the BEP to 
utilize the Andreotti press' 20-row ca
pacity in the production of 100-stamp 
coils. The narrower format of I 8 rows 
was used to accommodate the Huck 
coiler so that rolls of 500 and 3,000 
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stamps could be produced without a 
large amount of waste. 

To date, six cylinders for the 480 
subject format were reported as having 
been made, but only the #I cylinder for 
each of the four ink colors and the blue 
#2 are believed to have been used to 
print stamps. These cylinders produced 
rolls of 100 stamps with cylinder com
binations 1 II I and 121 I. 

Eight cylinders were made in the 
432-subject format-a #I cylinder and 
a #2 cylinder for each of the four ink 
colors. Again, only five cylinders were 
actually used to print stamps; red #I 
and all four #2 cylinders saw service. 
The I 222 combination produced 500-
and 3,000-stamp rolls. The 2222 com
bination only produced rolls of 500 
stamps. 

The nondenominated "E" con
tingency stamp served the need for a 
first ounce, first-class domestic letter 
rate stamp until denominated 25-cents 
stamps became regularly available. By 
May 20, I 988, the USPS issued the 25-
cents Flag over Yosemite stamp, but the 
nondenominated "E" stamp wasn't 
withdrawn from philatelic sale until 
June 30, 1989. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 500 
(25¢) nondenominated "E" stamps. 
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L...-1 C_25_-1_1_11 __ ~___.c I I C25-1211 B [5] I I C25-1222 

Cylinder combination 1111 Cylinder combination 1211 Cylinder combination 1222 
Red ............. 176636-1 Red ............. 176636-1 Red ......................... -1 

Blue ............ 176637-1 Blue ............ 177142-2 Blue ............ 176327-2 

Yellow ........ 176638-1 Yellow ........ 176638-1 Yellow .................... -2 

Black .......... 176639-1 Black .......... 176639-1 Black .......... 176329-2 

Rolls of 100 Rolls of 100 Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ......................... July 21, 1986 To Press ........................ Apr. 20, 1987 To Press ........................... July 3, 1986 

Impressions ........................ 5,047,900 Impressions ........................ I ,093,300 Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ............. I 00,958,000 Maximum PNCs ............... 21,866,000 Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 22, 1988 Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 23, 1988 Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 24, \988 

Used on Cover ............... $ .75 t=J Used on Cover ............... $2.75 t=J Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 t=J 

used mint used mint used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .55 $ 2.30 t=J Single (PSI) .. $ 2.40 $ 4.35 t=J Single (PSI) ... $ .65 $ 2.40 t=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.00 t=J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 t=J Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.60 t=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 3.70 t=J Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.75 t=J Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.25 t=J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 450.00 t=J Imperforate (PS6) ......... 850.00 t=J Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 750.00 t=J Untagged Error .................... unknown Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

FROM 
. GEORGE H. CON~~IN, SEC/TREAS 
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SOUTHERN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
PO SOX 51187, SHANNON STATION 
DURHAM• NC 27717-1187 RETURN TO SENDER E SERlE$' .. 

STAMP NOT ACCEPTED IN 

TO DONALD J, ADAHCHAK 
DEPT OF SOC. UNIV OF ZIHS• 
p, O. BOX HP 167 HT PLEAS! 
HARARE ZIH8ABWEZZ 
00000-0000 

This cover, which is addressed to Harare, Zimbabwe, was returned to the sender because nondenominated 
USPS contingency stamps are not valid as postage for international mail. The purple handstamp at the top 
of the cover reads "RETURN TO SENDER E SERIES STAMP NOT ACCEPTED IN INTERNATIONAL 
MAILS." (From the collection of Richard L. Beecher.) 



I C25-2222 [iOCJI 

Cylinder combination 2222 
Red ............. 176328-2 

Blue ............ 176327-2 

Yellow .................... -2 

Black .......... 176329-2 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 23, 1988 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 L=:J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ 4.00 $ 4.15 L=:J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 5.00 L=:J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 5.75 L=:J 
Imperforate (PS6) ...... 1,500.00 L=:J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Note: Some stamps from cylinder 
combination 2222 are known with tag
ging that appears to be overall tagging 
over block tagging. The "overall" ap
pearance was caused by tagging fluid 
contamination of the surface lacquer 
that is applied to the face of the stamp. 
This variety is not a true double tag
ging. A PS5 showing this variety has 
an estimated value of $7.50. 

Contingency Coil Stamps, "E" 

(25¢) "E" Printing Data from BEP 

Ink Cylinder Plate To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Size Date Date 

Red -I 432 (18 X 24) - - -
176328-2 432 (18 X 24) July 3, 1986 June 17, 1988 2,237,000 
176636-1 480 (20 X 24) July 21, 1986 Aug. 31, 1988 6,141,200 

Blue -I 432 (18 X 24) - - -
176327-2 432 (18 X 24) July 3, 1986 June 17, 1988 2,237,000 
176637-1 480 (20 X 24) July 21, 1986 Aug. 31, 1988 5,047,900 
177142-2 480 (20 X 24) Apr. 20, 1987 Sept. 6, 1988 1,093,300 

Yellow -I 432 (18 X 24) - - -
-2 432 (18 X 24) - - -

176638-1 480 (20 X 24) July21,1986 Aug. 31, 1988 6,141,200 

Black -I 432 (18 X 24) - - -
176329-2 432 (18 X 24) July 3, 1986 June 17, 1988 2,237,000 
176639-1 480 (20 X 24) July21,1986 Aug.31, 1988 6,141,200 

Special -I 480 (20 X 24) - - -
Blue 178081-2 480 (20 X 24) Never Dec. 16, 1987 None 

The Plate Number Coil Study Group has not been able to reconcile the data shown in 
this table because the information is incomplete. 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 (25¢) "E" contingency stamps. 
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(29¢) "F" Flower 

Designer ................. Wallace Marocek 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Project Manager ........ Jack Williams 
USPS 

Art Director ..... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Modeler ................. Ronald C. Sharpe 
BEP 

Typographer .... Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Issue date ................ January 22, 1991 
Washington, D.C. (no ceremony) 

Produced by ............................... BEP 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......................... Andreotti ( 60 I ) 

Plate sizes: 
Rolls of 100 ... 20 rows of 24 stamps 
Rolls of 500 and 3,000 .... 18 rows of 

24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 

Ink colors: .... Magenta, cyan, yellow, 
and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ...... Surface-phosphored 
paper 

Roll sizes: ........... 100; 500; and 3,000 

USPS item numbers: 
Rolls of 100 .............................. 7792 
Rolls of 500 .............................. 7793 

Withdrawn from sale date 
All roll sizes ............... June 30, 1992 

4-8 

The nondenominated "F" (29¢) coil 
stamp was the sixth contingency coil 
issued by the USPS to meet the need for 
a first ounce, first-class domestic letter 
rate coil stamp during a rate change, but 
only the third issue in the series to 
contain cylinder numbers on the stamp. 
The "F' represented the new 29-cent 
rate that went into effect on February 3, 
1991. The stamp followed the design 
theme that started with the "E" con
tingency stamp, which also had a col
orful design that related to the letter 
designation of the issue. In this case, 
the "F" is for "Flower." A large red tu
lip and the tip of a single green leaf are 
featured on the stamp's yellow back
ground. 

The Citizens Stamp Advisory Com
mittee (CSAC) selected this design 
from more than 60 designs that were 
submitted by Bradbury Thompson from 
an assignment he gave his students at 
Yale University School of Art and Ar
chitecture in 1985. Bradbury Thomp
son is a long-time design coordinator 
for the CSAC and an instructor at 
Yale. 

The Postal Service used this same 
design on a sheet stamp (produced by 
the United States Bank Note Corpora
tion), $2.90 and $5.80 booklets (printed 
by the BEP), and a $2.90 booklet (pro
duced by KCS Industries Inc.). All 
three formats were released on January 
22, 1991. The design was also later 
modified to include a 29¢ de
nomination, and used to produce stamps 
in coil, sheet, and booklet formats. 

Plate reports for this issue are in
complete. It is believed that the BEP 
used two cylinder formats on the An
dreotti seven-color gravure press to 
print the "F" contingency coil. One 
format had 432 (18 x 24) subjects per 
cylinder, and the other had 480 (20 x 
24) subjects per cylinder. The two for
mats allowed the BEP to print the "F" 
coil stamp on different widths of paper 
to accommodate the different capacities 
of the Huck and Goebel coiling ma
chines. The Huck coiler produces rolls 

........... ""'-'''''''"'"'''' __ ,) 
Illustrations from Linn's U.S. Stamp Yearbook 1991 

Two alternative inscriptions that 
included the word "Domestic" were 
proposed for the "P' contingency 
stamp, but they both were rejected 
for the "For U.S. addresses only" 
inscription. 

of 500 and 3,000 stamps from a printed 
web that is 18 images wide. The Goe
bel coiling equipment, which produces 
rolls of I 00 stamps, accepts a printed 
web that is 20 images wide. 

At least 21 cylinders were prepared 
for this stamp, but many of them were 
never sent to press. The cylinder pro
duction for the "F" contingency coil 
started in October 1988, and continued 
through September 1989. One set of 
cylinders bearing the plate suffix 1 and 
made in the 432-subject format went to 
press on November 18, 1988, reg
istering only 9,300 impressions. 
Stamps from this printing were prob
ably destroyed by the BEP due to the 
low number of impressions. 

There is a possibility that cylinders 
181681-1 through 181684-1 were a set 
in which the black cylinder included the 
word "Domestic" in the inscription. 
Two such designs ("Domestic Mail 
Only" and "USA Domestic Mail") 
were made and rejected in favor of "For 
U.S. addresses only" (see the illustra
tions above). They are described in the 
plate activity report as "F domestic 
mail," while all others are designated as 
"F coils." This set of cylinders may 
never have been used. If they were, the 
stamps were never released. 

It is likely that all of the stamps 
bearing a given cylinder combination, 
such as III I, were not printed from the 
same set of cylinders. Some of the 
1111 s may have come from rolls of 100 
stamps that were printed from the 480-



subject cylinders, while some of the 
I Ills came from rolls of 500 or 3,000 
stamps printed from the 432-subject 
cylinders. 

Some (possibly all) of the cylinder 
combinations that printed the "F" coil 
used what is referred to at the BEP as a 
"combo." A "combo" is a gravure 
printing cylinder that simultaneously 
prints areas that appear in the actual 
color of the ink used on the cylinder, 
and also prints small dots of that same 
color in other areas that combine with 
dots from other inks to produce the ap
pearance of another color. The "com
bo" cylinder of the "F" coil was for the 
black ink that printed both the black 
lines of the inscription and the black 
dots used to shade the flower. Usually 
two separate printing cylinders are used 
for these different activities (line and 
halftone) in the gravure printing pro
cess. 

From the information contained in 
the BEP Plate Activity Reports, there 
appears to have been some problem 
with the original yellow plates that were 
prepared. With the exception of the 
original 9,300-impression run, all orig
inal yellow plates were destroyed with
out being used. A new set of yellow 
plates was then produced with the same 
cylinder numbers. A possible explana
tion for creating a new set of yellow 
plates is that the printed yellow image 
from the first set of plates may have 
been too dense and blocked out too 
much of the phosphor that was already 
on the paper. A similar problem was 
encountered during the initial runs of 
the 25¢ Honeybee coil stamp. 

Despite its January 1991 issue date, 
the "F" coil stamp did not appear in the 
USPS philatelic catalog until the July
August 1991 edition. Even then, it was 
only offered in rolls of I 00 stamps. 
After being replaced by a denominated 
version of this same design and the 29-
cent Flag over Mount Rushmore coil, 
the nondenominated "F' contingency 
coil was removed from philatelic sale 
on June 30, 1992. 

I C29-1111 

Cylinder combination 1111 
Rdlls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 23, 1991 

Used on Cover ................ $ .75 c::::::::J 

used mint 

Single(PS1) ... $.50 $2.90 c::::::::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 c::::::::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.50 c::::::::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 300.00 c::::::::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

Contingency Coil Stamps, "F" 

I C29-1211 

Cylinder combination 1211 
Rolls of 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 2, 1991 

Used on Cover ............. $ 29.00 CJ 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $27.00 $28.00 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 29.00 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) .......... 30.00 CJ 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

3®00 

STAMPS 

Coil wrapper label from a roll of 3,000 {29¢) 'F contingency stamps. 
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I C29-1222 ~I 
Cylinder combination 1222 
Rolls of l 00; 500; and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 4, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 I=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) ... $ .65 $2.90 I=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 I=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.50 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 [=::J 
lmperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 800.00 [=::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

I C29-2211 ~I 
Cylinder combination 2211 
Rolls of 100 

To Press ···········'·························· N. A. 
Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 29, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 5.00 I=::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $4.80 $5.25 I=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 6.50 I=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 7.25 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 750.00 [=::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS3)* ...... N. A. [=::J 
Number on top ................. N. A. [=::J 

* Only two PS3s of this variety have 
been reported. 
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(29¢) "F" Printing Data from BEP 

Ink Cylinder Plate To Press Canceled Impressions 
Color Number Size Date Date 

Magenta 181142-1 432 (18 X 24) Nov. 18, 1988 May 5,1989 9,300 
181681-1 2 432 (18 X 24) - June 18, 1993 -

181691-1 480 (20 X 24 )4 June 28, 1989 May 12, 1990 2,956,000 
183106-2 480 (20 X 24) - - -

Cyan 181143-1 432 (18 X 24) Nov. 18, 1988 May 5, 1989 9,300 
181682-12 432 (18 X 24) - - -
181692-1 480 (20 X 24)4 June 27, 1989 May4, 1992 -
183107-2 480 (20 X 24) Sept. 6, 1989 June 19, 1992 -

Yellow 181144-1 432 (18 X 24) Nov. 18, 1988 Jan. 17, 19891 9,300 
181683-1 2 432 (18 X 24) - - -
181693-1 480 (20 X 24)4 Never Nov. 28, 1989 None 
182647-2 432 (18 X 24) Never Nov. 28, 1989 None 
183108-2 480 (20 X 24) Never Nov. 28, 1989 None 
183774-1 480 (20 X 24) - - -
184146-2 480 (20 X 24) - June 19, 1992 -
184279-1 432 (18 X 24) - - -
184280-2 432 (18 X 24) - - -

Black 181145-1 432 (18 X 24) Nov. 18, 1988 Jan. 17, 19891 9,300 
181684-1 2 432 (18 X 24) - June 18, 1993 -

181694-13 480 (20 X 24)4 June 27, 1989 June 19, 1992 -

183109-2 480 (20 X 24) Sept. 6, 1989 June 19, 1992 -

1BEP Plate Activity Report had '88 cancelation date. 
2This plate was designated as "Domestic Mail" in the BEP Plate Activity Report. 
3This plate was designated as "Black Combo" in the BEP Plate Activity Report. 
~his plate was originally reported as a 432 (18 x 24) subject plate. 

I C29-2222 ~ I 
Cylinder combination 2222 
Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ........................ N. A. 

Earliest Known Use ...... Jan. 23, 1991 

Used on Cover ............... $ 1.00 I=::J 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) ... $ .65 $ 2.90 I=::J 
Strip of three (PS3) ........... 3.70 I=::J 
Strip of five (PS5) ............ 4.50 [=::J 
Imperforate (PS6) ......... 300.00 [=::J 
Imperf/miscut (PS6) ..... 450.00 [=::J 
Number on top ..................... unknown 

A coil wrapper label from a roll of 
500 (29¢) "F" contingency stamps. 



"G" Old Glory 

Designer ......................... not reported 

Art Director ................... not reported 

Project Manager ........... not reported 

Modeler .......................... not reported 

Typographer .................. not reported 

·~ 
F . USAG-

For U.S. addresses only 

First-class Letter Rate 
(Computer-generated image) 

Presorted First-class Rate 
(Computer-generated image) 

American Bank Note (ABN) 
Issue date ................. to be announced 

Produced by ........... Guilford Gravure 
for American Bank Note Company 

Printing process ...... 4-color Gravure 

Press ........... Andreotti 5-color webfed 

Plate size .. .. .. .. .. 19 rows of 24 stamps 

Plate number interval ....... 24 stamps 
4 cylinder numbers preceded by "A" 

Ink colors: Blue, red, gray, and black 

Perforation gauge ...... 10.2 vertically 
on platen perforator 

Tagging type ......... Phosphored paper 

Roll sizes: .......... 100; 500; 3,000; and 
10,000 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing (BEP) 
Issue date ................. to be announced 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process ...... 4-color Gravure 

Press .......................... Andreotti (601) 

Plate sizes: 

Rolls of 100 .... 20 rows of 24 stamps 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 .......... 18 rows 
of24 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 24 stamps 
4 cylinder numbers-no prefix 

Ink colors: ......... Red, blue, gray, and 
black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 
• Rolls of 100 stamps on the Goebel 

stroke perforator 
• Rolls of 500 and 3,000 stamps on 

the Huck rotary perforator 

Tagging type ..... Embedded phosphor 
paper 

Roll sizes: ...... 100; 500; and/or 3,000 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

Stamp Venturers 
Issue date ................. to be announced 

Produced by ............ Stamp Venturers 
printer not specified 

Printing process ................... Gravure 

Press .......................................... N. A. 

Plate size ................................... N. A. 

Plate number interval ............. N. A. 
4 cylinder numbers preceded by "S" 

Ink colors: .......... Blue, red, gray, and 
black (order unknown) 

Perforation gauges: 
Rolls of 100 ...................... Rouletted 
Rolls of 500 .................... Perforated 
Rolls of 3,000 ................. Perforated 
Rolls of 10,000 ............... Perforated 

Tagging type .............................. none 

Roll size ............ 100; 500; 3,000; and 
10,000 

Withdrawn from sale date ...... N. A. 

Contingency Coil Stamps, "G" 

In anticipation of the next first ounce, 
first-class domestic letter rate change, 

which is expected to occur in early 
1995, the USPS prepared the "G" con
tingency coil stamp. This is the seventh 
contingency coil stamp issued since 
1978, and the fourth to include a plate 
number on the stamp. It follows the 
theme of the previous two stamps with 
a design relating to the letter designa
tion. In this case, the design shows an 
American Flag, designated on the stamp 
as Old Glory, for the letter "G." 

The Postal Service typically prevents 
the flow of design and printing in
formation of stamps before they are 
scheduled to be issued. In this case (as 
with other contingency stamps), the 
stamps were prepared several years in 
advance without any design or pro
duction data being released. However, 
due to an early use of the stamp and 
some reports and comments directly 
from the printers, we can construct 
some of the information. 

The first uses of the "G" coil stamps 
were reported in the December 1992-
January 1993 time frame, found used in 
the mail. It is believed that these were 
stolen items and the case is being in
vestigated by the Postal Inspection Ser
vice (see Linn's Stamp News, February 
8, 1993, and February 22, 1993). A 
small quantity of "G" booklet stamps 
was sold over the counter by the Clo
verdale, Ohio, post office in April or 
May, 1993 (Linn's Stamp News, June 
28, 1993). Additional booklets were 
sold in the summer of 1994. 

There will be at least three printers 
for the regular "G" coil stamp-the 

BEP, ABN and Stamp Venturers. The 
BEP prepared at least 16 cylinders for 
the stamp as early as March, 1992. It 
was printed by gravure on the Andreotti 
press in four colors-red, blue, gray and 
black. All cylinders were reported as 
having 480 subjects (20 subjects across 
by 24 subjects around). However, as 
duplicate cylinder numbers were pre
pared for each color, it is believed that 
one set is really a 432-subject size ( 18 
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subjects across by 24 subjects around). 
This would be consistent with BEP 
practices on the "E" and "F' stamp and 
allow easy production of both rolls of 
100 and 500/3000. 

ABN also prepared at least eight 
gravure cylinders for the stamp, starting 
in February, 1992. The colors used are 
the same-red, blue, gray and black. It 
is not known if the sequence of colors 
in the plate number will be the same as 
the BEP stamp. However, the plate 
numbers will all begin with an A. At 
least six combinations have been print
ed with impressions ranging from 
1,468,470 for the Allll to only 24,990 
for the A2211 (maximum PNCs: 
474,810). These impressions were re
ported for rolls of 3,000 stamps. It is 
not clear if other size rolls are in
cluded. 

A second "G" coil has also been pre
pared by ABN. Apparently, a green 
cylinder indicating "Non-Profit Pre
sort" was added to the basic design. It 
is not known if the same basic four 
physical cylinders were used with 
green added or a new set of five cyl
inders was constructed. At least two 
cylinder number combinations are re
ported to have been printed (A 11111, 
A21111 ). The postal need for such a 
stamp is also unclear--currently, bulk 
non-profit mail uses false franking with 
the 5¢ Canoe stamp. In addition, 
changes in non-profit rates sometimes 
occur independently of changes in 
first-class rates. 

Stamp Venturers has also prepared 
"G" stamps. The used stamp found in 
the mail is a rouletted coil, apparently 
from their KCS Industries affiliate in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. No detailed 
printing information is available. It is 
expected that their coils will contain an 
S or K prefix on the cylinder numbers. 

Another version of the "G" coil 
stamp was printed by Stamp Venturers. 
A light blue overprint indicating "Pre
sorted First-Class" was added to the 
design Again, it is not known if the 
same basic four physical cylinders were 
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used with light blue added or a new set 
of five cylinders was constructed. The 
postal need for such a stamp is also un
clear--currently, the 23¢ USA coil 
stamp is used as false franking for pre
sorted first-class mail. 

It is also believed that some, if not all, 
of the large "G" stamp coils will be 
back-numbered. This capability was 
first demonstrated by Stamp Venturers 
on its dummy test coil. The back
numbering will make it easier for postal 
clerks to keep accurate inventories of 
stamps in large rolls. 

Other "G" stamps in preparation ap
parently include a sheet stamp, a make
up rate sheet stamp (ABN), a postcard 
sheet stamp (BEP), a postcard make-up 
rate sheet stamp (SV), first-class book
lets (BEP and ABN), a self-adhesive 
first-class pane and coil (Avery), an 
ATM pane (Avery), first-class Official 
stamps (BEP), and postal stationery. 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination Allll 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ...................... 1 ,468,470* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 27,900,930 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 
Used on Cover ................ $ [::::J 

* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used 

Single (PSI) . $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

mint 

[::::J 
[::::J 

[::::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination A1112 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ......................... 175, 122* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,327,318 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ [::::J 

* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used 

Single (PS 1) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

mint 

[::::J 
[::::J 

[::::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination A1211 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ........................... 50, 786* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 964,934 
Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ [::::J 

* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

mint 

[::::J 
[::::J 

[::::J 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination A1212 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ......................... 174,703* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,319,357 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c=J 
* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination A2212 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ......................... I96,657* 

Maximum PNCs ................. 3,736,483 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c=J 
* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown Number on top ..................... unknown 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination A2211 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ........................... 24,990* 

Maximum PNCs .................... 474,810 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c=J 
* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PS l) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination S??? 
Produced by Stamp Venturers 

Rolls of 100 (Rouletted) 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................. . 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Contingency Coil Stamps, "G" 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination S??? 
Produced by Stamp Venturers 

Rolls of 500; 3,000; and I 0,000 
(with round-hole perforations) 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................. . 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ C:=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

First-class letter rate 
Cylinder combination ???? 
Produced by BEP 

Rolls of 100; 500; and 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................. . 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c=J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 
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First-Class Presort rate 
Cylinder combination S??? 
Produced by Stamp Venturers 

Rolls of 500 and 3,000 

Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ................................. . 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c::J 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

4-14 

Non-profit rate 
Cylinder combination Alllll 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ...................... I ,356,694* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 25,777,186 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c::J 
* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep
tember 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Non-profit rate 
Cylinder combination A21111 
Produced by ABN 

Roll size unknown 

Impressions ......................... 707,508* 

Maximum PNCs ............... 13,442,652 

Earliest Known Use ............................ . 

Used on Cover ................ $ c::J 
* This is the total impressions for this 
cylinder combination through Sep

tember 1992. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) .. $ $ 

Strip of three (PS3) 

Strip of five (PS5) ............ . 

Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 

Notes: 
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Official Coil Stamps 

This photographically-cropped cover displays a 20¢ Official coil stamp with plate 
number 1. The machine cancel is from San Antonio, Texas, on February 15, 
1985-the second to last day of the rate for this stamp. (Cover from the collection 
of Rob Washburn) 

On January 12, 1983, in a move reminiscent of the 
previous century, the United States Postal Service is
sued a set of Official Mail stamps. The set consisted 
of seven adhesive stamps and two pieces of postal 
stationary. One of the seven stamps was a coil. It was 
issued with a 20¢ denomination to meet the first-class 
letter rate. 

This wasn't the first time that Official stamps were 
issued in the United States. On July 1, 1873, the first 
Official stamps were issued to prepay postage on Of
ficial letters and parcels. These stamps were author
ized by an Act of Congress, which was approved on 
March 3, 1873. These early Official stamps, which 
were distinctively designed for each branch and de
partment of government, were issued in an attempt to 
end abuses of free-franking by government officials. 

Two Official stamps issued in 1873. The Official stamps 
used by the Post Office featured a numeral (the de
nomination) in an oval. The Official stamps used by the 
other departments of the government showed the profile 
of a prominent American, such as Abraham Lincoln on this 
6¢ Official stamp issued for the Treasury Department. 

After six years, the stamps were discontinued and the 
system evolved into penalty mail, which was com
prised of government envelopes with indicium stating 
"Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Payment of Postage 
$300". 

Unlike the Official stamps of the 19th century, the 
modem stamps were issued with a single design in 
multiple denominations for use by government as a 
whole. 

The introduction of the modem Official stamps was 
an attempt to provide a better accounting of mail costs 
for Official departments and agencies. Penalty mail 
was not treated as a private mailer's printed indicia 
might be-that is, pieces counted and postage paid at 
the time of each mailing. Instead, random surveys of 
governmental mail were done by individual post of
fices. These numbers were then scaled up to a quar
terly or annual basis and reported back to USPS 
headquarters. The USPS then back-billed the ap
propriate agencies for their costs. 

This system of penalty mail was both labor intensive 
and prone to error. The USPS felt that mailings were 
under-reported. Individual agencies felt that they 
were being over-charged. 

The Official stamps were part of a program to have 
the government agencies prepay for postage as would 
an individual or business might. They could do it by 
postal stamps and stationary, meter (commercial me
ter designs were modified to say Official Mail) or bulk 
permits. 
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The initial program started with just two agen
cies-the Soil Conservation Service of the De
partment of Agriculture, and smaller domestic offices 
of the US Air Force. Thus, covers from the early days 
of modem Official Mail (1983) are relatively scarce. 
As the program expanded to include other agencies 
and larger offices, the use of meters by the govern
ment also grew. 

The Official Mail program reached about 75 per
cent of the government by 1989, with 100 percent 
coverage scheduled for July 1, 1994. After that date, 
penalty mail should no longer exist. Pre-existing 
penalty mail envelopes could, however, be used with 
the addition of the correct stamp or meter postage. 

The average American consumer, with little inter
action with the government except for the IRS (a late 
addition to the program), rarely saw Official Mail 
from the government. This changed somewhat with 
the use of special Official mail stationary for Savings 
Bonds in 1987 and Passports in 1992. But the bulk of 
government mail would arrive with a meter or permit 
rather than an adhesive stamp. 

Government agencies could also opt out of the pro
gram and use regular postage stamps. This still met 
the USPS' needs of full accountability and cost re-

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

covery. It does, however, introduce an increased 
chance of fraud and misuse within those agencies. 

The use of Official stamps is restricted to the gov
ernment. Even first-day covers (FDCs) had to have 
a government address on them (normally the Phil
atelic Sales Division). To prevent collectors from 
paying for and being stuck with unusable postage, the 
Philatelic Sales Division allowed the purchase of 
plate block and plate number coil strips without any 
restrictions (for example, buying a full roll or a strip 
of 50 stamps with the plate number). 

This policy quickly caused a nightmare for the 
Postal Service by wasting many un-numbered stamps. 
It was quickly decided that future Official stamps 
would not have plate numbers on them. This policy 
was implemented with the 1985 postal rate change. 
The 1985 "D" Official stamps, printed in early 1983 
before the start of the program, have plate numbers. 
The 14¢ and 25¢ denominated stamps for the rate 
change, printed in 1985, however, do not. 

Thus, out of the nine Official coils issued to date, 
only the first two have plate numbers and are of in
terest to PNC collectors. 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
AN EllUAL OPPORTUNITY EM 

20 
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Buckeye Hills • RC&O Project Office 
110 West Street · 
Caldwell, Ohio 43724 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

PENAL.TY FOft PRIVATE USE. $300 

This cover is franked with a plate-numbered single of the D (22¢) Official coil stamp. The machine cancel 
reads "Caldwell, OH, APR 16 PM, 1985, 43724," which is the second earliest known use (EKU) date for 
this stamp on cover. (Cover from the collection of Rob Washburn) 



20¢ Eagle 

Designer ............ Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .................... none listed 

Engravers: 
Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

USA20c 
J'ellaiiVfllr prtwte- saoo 

Issue date ............... January 12, 1983 
Washington, D.C. (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ........ Red, blue, and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll size . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 

USPS item number ................... 0750 

Withdrawn 
from sale date ...... August 31, 1985 

The 20¢ Official coil was the first 
coil stamp issued in the USPS' experi
ment to ensure "total Official mail ac
countability and the collection of proper 

postage revenue from Official mail us
ers." The coil was issued in Washing
ton, D.C., on January 12, 1983, without 
an official first-day ceremony. In con
junction with the release of the coil 
stamp, the USPS also issued six differ
ent denominations of Official sheet 
stamps, a 13¢ postal card, and a 20¢ 
embossed envelope (in window and 
non-window versiions). 

The main design element of the 
stamp is a slightly-cropped version of 
the Great Seal of the United States of 
America. This basic design has been 
used on all modem Official stamps; 
only the denomination varies between 
each. 

Use of the new Official stamps and 
postal stationery was authorized and 
required, beginning February 1, 1983, 
by only two U.S. government agen
cies-discontinuing their use of tradi
tional envelopes imprinted with penalty 
indicia. These two agencies were the 
Soil Conservation Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and the U.S. 
Air Force. (The new restrictions also 
permitted the two agencies to use im
printed meter postage.) 

Of all of the Official stamps initially 
released, the 20¢ coil was the most 
used, simply because it met the current 
first-class letter rate. Even though this 
coil stamp was used more often than 
any other Official stamp, its use was not 
common; the two agencies often used 
meters instead of stamps. 

Because the Official stamps could 
not be legally used by anyone outside 
of the specified government agencies, 
the Philatelic Sales Division waived its 
usual restrictions and allowed col
lectors who desired plate numbers to 
purchase any length strip they wanted. 
Even single stamps with the plate 
number could be purchased in any 
quantity. Many people, however, failed 
to take advantage of this offer, and the 
PNC prices of the 20¢ Official coil 
quickly increased after it was with
drawn from philatelic sale on August 
31, 1985. 

Official Coil Stamps, 20¢ 

In April 1988, the line-engraved 20¢ 
Official coil stamp briefly reappeared to 
meet the second ounce, first-class letter 
rate that increased from 17¢ to 20¢ on 
April 3 of that year. These stamps, still 
the product of plate #1, were quickly 
withdrawn again by the Postal Service 
and replaced by a new, similarly de
signed coil stamp that bore no plate 
number and was printed by offset li
thography. The new stamp is dis
tinctive because it does not have a cent. 
sign (c) after the denomination. The 
new stamp (printed without a plate 
number) ended the sizable waste and 
labor costs that were incurred by the 
Philatelic Sales Division in handling 
requests for Official stamps with plate 
numbers. 

1020-1 

Plate 1 40361-1 

Rolls of 100 

Assigned ............................. Oct. 1982 

To Press ...................................... N. A. 
Canceled .................................... N. A. 
Impressions ................................ N. A. 

Maximum PNCs ............... 1,162,308* 

Earliest Known Use ........ Feb. 9, 1983 

Used on Cover ............. $ 40.00 CJ 

* This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 60,440,000 20¢ Official coil 
stamps were distributed. 

used mint 

Single (PS 1) $ 14.50 $ 16.25 CJ 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 18.50 CJ 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 70.00 CJ 
Imperforate (PS3)t .......... N. A. c:::J 
Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top .................... unknown 

t Only two numbered strips have been 
reported-one plate strip of three, and 
one plate strip of eight with a splice. 
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D (22¢) Eagle 

Designer ............ Bradbury Thompson 
CSAC 

Art Director ..................... none listed 

Modeler ........................... Peter Cocci 
BEP 

Typographer .................... none listed 

Engravers: 

Vignette ................. Edward P. Archer 

Lettering ..................... Gary J. Slaght 
BEP 

Official Mail USA 

Issue date ............... February 4, 1985 
Washington, D.C. (no ceremony) 

Produced by .............................. BEP 

Printing process .................... Intaglio 

Press ............................. B Press (70 I) 

Plate size .......... 18 rows of 52 stamps 

Plate number interval ...... 52 stamps 
(no joint line) 

Ink colors: ........ Red, blue, and black 

Perforation gauge ........ 9.8 vertically 

Tagging type ............................ Block 

Roll size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. I 00 

USPS item number ................... 0760 

Withdrawn 
from sale date . December 31, 1985 
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The nondenominated Official Do
mestic Letter Rate D coil stamp was is
sued in Washington, D.C., on February 
4, 1985. It was the second and last Of
ficial coil stamp to bear a plate number 
on its face. The "D" represented the 
new 22¢ first ounce, first-class letter 
rate that took effect on February 17, 
1985. 

The design of this stamp is identical 
to the first Official coil except for the 
substitution of "Domestic Letter Rate 
D" for the denomination. As with all of 
the modem Official coil stamps, the 
stamp features a stylized version of the 
Great Seal of the United States of 
America printed in blue. 

The issuance of this Official con
tingency stamp exemplifies the Postal 
Service's commitment to convert gov
ernment agencies to the use of stamps 
instead of penalty envelopes. The Of
ficial "D" coil was sent to press one 
week before the release of the 20¢ Of
ficial coil (the stamp it would even
tually replace). This early production 
ensured that an adequate supply of Of
ficial first-class rate stamps would be 
available during the next rate change. 

Even though additional federal agen
cies began to use Official stamps with 
the rate change, the Official stamps 
were not employed extensively. Many 
government bodies continued to use 
meter postage instead. The USPS or
dered 60,000,000 of these Official "D" 
coils, but only 27,160,000 were actual
ly distributed. 

As with the 20¢ Official coil, the 
Philatelic Sales Division waived its re
strictions that required the purchase of 
a minimum quantity of "D" Official 
coil stamps to acquire a stamp showing 
the sleeve number. 

The next Official coil released by the 
USPS was the denominated 22¢ value 
that replaced this contingency issue. 
By the time the denominated 22¢ Of
ficial coil stamp was printed in the 
spring of 1985, the USPS had already 
directed the BEP to cease using plate 
numbers on Official stamps in all for-

mats. This order eliminated the waste 
that the USPS incurred from its lenient 
philatelic policy concerning the or
dering of previously released plate
numbered Official coils. 

After being replaced by the de
nominated 22¢ Official coil stamp, the 
"D" Official coil stamp was withdrawn 
from philatelic sale on December 31, 
1985. 

1022-1 

Plate 1 40374-1 

Rolls of 100 
Assigned ...................... Nov. 10, 1982 

To Press ........................... Jan. 5, 1983 

Canceled ...................... Sept. 26, I 985 

Impressions ........................... 92,000* 

Maximum PNCs ................... 522,308t 

Earliest Known Use ..... Mar. 13, 1985 

Used on Cover ............. $ 65.00 c:::=J 

* This total was calculated using the 
BEP's report of 184,000 impressions 
for 468 stamps per "sheet." 

t This number is based on the USPS' 
report that 27,160,000 "D" (22¢) Of
ficial coil stamps were distributed. 

used mint 

Single (PSI) $36.75 $41.50 c:::=J 
Strip of three (PS3) ......... 48.50 c:::=J 
Strip of five (PS5) ........... 83.00 c:::=J 
Imperforate .......................... unknown 

Untagged Error .................... unknown 

Number on top ..................... unknown 



Checklists and Tables 

Checklists and Tables 

~ The following checklists and tables are provided for easy reference to some of the more popular ways that 

PNCs are collected. The tables include information as basic as which plate numbers are known for each issue, 

~ and also cover specialized areas of collecting (for example, precancel gaps and paper types). You can use the 

tables as checklists by checking, highlighting, or crossing out the boxes in the tables to record the items that 

you have acquired. If used in this manner, the tables can function as handy wantlists that can be taken to 

bourses or stamp club meetings, and easily updated when you make purchases or trades. 

B 

22¢ Flag over the Capitol B, c. or D ,... 
,. 

23¢ Flag Presorted First-Class Andreotti 

~ 
23¢ USA Presorted First-Class Andreotti 

~ 
23¢ USA Presorted First-Class Andreotti Shiny gum 

~ 

29¢ Flag over Mt. Rushmore (Intaglio) CorD 
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Block tagged 

Untagged 

3.4¢ School Bus 

4¢ Stagecoach Cottrell 

4¢ Stagecoach (Re-engraved) 8 

4¢ Steam Carriage 8 

4.9¢ Buckboard Cottrell 

Overall tagged 

Untagged 

Tagged 

Precanceled 

5.5¢ Star Route Truck 8 

5.9¢ Bicycle Cottrell 

6¢ Tricycle 8 

7.1¢ Tractor {Nonprofit Org.) 8 
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8.5¢ Tow Truck 

9.3¢ Mail Wagon Cottrell 

10¢ Canal Boat B 

Embedded phosphor, shiny 
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18¢ Surrey 

20¢ Fire Pumper 

20¢ Cable Car 

21¢ Railroad Mail Car 

23¢ Lunch Wagon 

6-4 

Cottrell 

Cottrell 

B Block tagged 

C and/or D Block tagged 

Overall tagged 



~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

(10¢) Eagle & Shield (BEP) 

19¢ Fishing Boat (ABN) 

25¢ Honeybee 

29¢ Flower 

Checklists and Tables 

Andreotti 

Schiavi 

Andreotti 
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1993 29¢ Pine Cone 
81 

V1'- 1111 

1993 29rt Christmas Greetings 
V1111111 

1994 29¢ Love Sunrise 
81 

1994 29¢ Statue of Liberty 
01111 

1994 29¢ Santa 
V1111 

1994 29¢ Blue Eagle 
111 
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I f you're wondering whether you can benefit from membership in the Plate 
Number Coil Collectors Club (PNC3), consider these features which have 

attracted over 600 PNC enthusiasts so far: 

NEWSLETTER 
Each month you will receive the club journal. 
COIL LINE, containing news and updates on 
topics of interest to PN(3 members. Regular 
features include an active "letters" column, 
reports on the latest coils available, articles 
about exhibiting and PNCs on cover, as well 
as a classified section. Ads by PNC specialist 
dealers frequently offer special discounts to 
PNC 3ers. Each year members get 2 free ads in 
COIL LINE's classified section. 

AUCTIONS 
Mail auctions of PNC material are held 
periodically. This is an excellent opportunity 
for members to dispose of duplicates; auction 
buyers acquire items at below retail prices. 
Active bidding in auctions held to date shows 
that desirable stamps are available at attrac
tive prices. 

DISCOUNTS 
Some dealers in PNCs offer courtesy dis
counts to members of PNC3. Such discounts 
are often available in addition to other dis
counts offered. Check with the individual 
dealer for exact offer. Provide your PN(3 
membership number at the time of the order 
for verification of eligibility. Also, a $2.00 
discount on a subscription to Steve Esrati's 
comprehensive magazine, The Plate Number, 
is available to PN(3 members. 

The Plate Number Coil 
Collectors Club 

PNC 

Club& 
Membership 
Information 

TRADING/CORRESPONDENCE 
What better way to make friends among 
collectors with like interests than to join this 
friendly group? List your name among those 
desiring trading partners, and you will find 
fellow members with similar PNC interests 
eager to correspond and help you build your 
collection. Among PNC3 members are some 
of the foremost experts in the hobby. A 
willingness to share knowledge is one of the 
first and finest goals in this fast-paced 
specialty area. You can be among the in
siders in the search for the latest coil rarities 
or newest coil numbers and help establish 
the data base on which industry pricing 
experts depend. 

REGIONAL MEETINGS 
The club actively promotes fellowship 
among members by scheduling regional 
meetings at popular stamp shows held 
around the country. It gives club members a 
chance to meet and share the fun, joy, and 
knowledge of PNC collecting, as well as take 
time for trading to upgrade collections. With 
hundreds of PNC3 members around the 
country, each regional gathering is likely to 
attract a nucleus of club members; the popu
larity of PNC collecting assures that a number 
of new candidates for membership will be 
introduced to PNC3 and the many benefits of 
membership. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual membership meeting is usually 
held in conjunction with the APS Stampshow. 
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CHECK INTO PNC3!!! 

Do you enjoy collecting 
Plate number coils (PNCs)? 

Have you been at it for years 
or are you just getting started? 

PNC3 MAKES IT 
MORE INTERESTING!!! 

Would you like to know more 
about the basic and fine points 

of finding, collecting and 
even selling PNC's? 

JOIN PNC3 NOW!!! 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

The application should be submitted, along 
with the first year's dues, to the Club Treasurer. 
The name of the applicant will be published in 
the next issue ofthe club journal. COIL LINE, for 
review by current members. Upon acceptance 

· into membership, the applicant will receive a 
membership number and card, and will then be 
eligible for discounts from PNC dealers who 
offer discounts to members of PNC3. This mem
bership approval process may require up to 
three months for completion. Applicants will 
receive issues of COIL LINE at time of applica
tion and during the membership approval 
process. 

Membership dues are $10.00 per year, payable 
by the end of December for the following year. 

I 
I 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 
Enclosed are my dues for membership in the Plate Number Coil Collectors Club (PNC3). I understand that the full 
amount of my remittance will be returned to me, if my application is not accepted. 
Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Mailing Address -------------------------------------------------------------

City ----------------------------------__;:,tate ______ ZiP-------------' 

Day Phone ( _____________________ Evening Phone ( 

Stamp Dealer? ________ _ 

My membership number(s) in the following philatelic societies are listed: 

APS BIA AFDCS ATA Other societies (specify) 

PNC3 sponsor (or Personal reference) 

Address __________________________________________________________________ __ 

City ----------------------------------__;:,t•ate _____ Zip __________ ___; 

Philatelic reference -----------------------------------------------------------
Address __________________________________________________________________ __ 

City ----------------------------------~t·ate _____ Zip ________ . 

This application is NOT ACCEPT ABLE without all the above information. 
I agree to abide by the club's Bylaws and Code of Ethics. 

Signature -------------------------------Date ______________________________ _ 

D Check here if you do not wish your name and address published on the annual roster. 

PNC collection interest(s) MINT: PS5 ___ PS3 __ PS )__ USED: Singles ___ Strips __ _ 

VARIETIES: Precancel gaps __ Plate/mat __ EFOs __ Paper __ 

COVERS: Commercial __ First Day __ OTHER: --------------------------------

Make check payable to PNC3 and mail to the treasurer: James Perry, PO Box 20120, Beaumont, TX 77720 
The dues structure listed below includes a $2 initiation fee: 

Application received 
during 

January-February-March 
April-May-June 

July-August-September 
October-November-December 

United States 

$12.00 
9.50 
7.00 

14.50* 

Foreign 

$22.00 
17.00 
12.00 

27.00* 
*Rate covers a fifteen month period. 

Junior dues of $5.00 (anytime of year) include the initiation fee. 
NOTE: The Club Journal is mailed Bulk Rate Domestically, First Class Foreign. First Class Domestic Mailing is 

available for an additional fee of $5.00. 

FOR CLUB USE ONLY 

Date received _________________________ Member number ______________________ _ 
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FOR THE COLLECTOR OF U.S. STAMPS 

BUREAU ISSUES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
THE UNITED STATES STAMP SOCIETY 

Application for Membership 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 

I, ________________ hereby apply for membership in the Bureau 

Issues Association, Inc. and enclose$ in payment of my initiation fee, 

dues and subscription to THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST, based on the Remittance 

Schedule below. I understand that the full amount of my remittance will be returned to me if 

my application is not accepted. 

Name --------------------Date of Birth ________ _ 

Street 

______________ State City 

Employed by 

____ Zip Code 

firm name address 

city state zip code 

1 am a member of the following Philatelic Societies, and have listed my membership numbers: 

[ ]APS [ ] AFDCS [ ]ATA [ ] TMPS []Other ______ _ 

No. ___ _ No. ___ _ No. ___ _ No. ___ _ No. ___ _ 

PersonaiReference: ___________ ~~-----~----~~----~-~--
aaaress city state zip code name 

34 Nottingham Way Somerset, NJ 08873-4911 
address city state zip code 

11033 
BIA Number Signature of Applicant Date 

This application is not valid without all of the above information completed, which is nee· 
cessary to maintain the high ethical standard that members of the BIA have exhibited 
since its founding in 1930. This information will be kept strictly confidential. 

REMITTANCE SCHEDULE 
NORTH 

FOREIGN"' AMERICA 

Application• lnltlatJon TOTAL TOTAL 
Dues • Subscriplion - To Remit To Remit Received During Fee • 

Jan.Feb-Mar 2.00 4.00 16.00 22.00 30.00 

Apr-May..June 2.00 3.00 12.00 17.00 23.00 

Ju~Aug.Sept 2.00 2.00 8.00 12.00 16.00 

0ct·NOV·0ec' 2.00 5.00 20.00 27.00 37.00 

• three months" membership not accepted. This rate includes all cl1arges in full for the final quarter and 
for the following year. Subscription to THE UNITED STATES SPECIALIST starts with first month of quarter. 

•• Countries other than North America. 

Make remittance payable to 
Bureau Issues Association, ln10. and mail to: 

Executive Secretary 
Bureau Issues Association, Inc. 

GEORGE V.H. GODIN 
P.O. BOX 23707 

BELLEVILLE, IL 62223-0707 

BfANO. ______________ CardMade: _____ LabeiOata: _______________ _ 



WHICH ASPECTS OF UNITED STATES COLLECTING INTEREST YOU THE MOST? 

One of the outstanding advantages of BIA membership is the opportunity for meeting fellow collectors with in
terests which are the same as yours. The "Specialty List" has been developed so that we can list members by 
their interests, enabling you to make their acquaintance. 

D D D 01 ·All U.S. Issues 

ODD 02-Airmail 

ODD .06- Booklets (complete) 

D D D 08 • Booklet Panes 

ODD 10- Certified Mail 

ODD 12- Coils 

ODD 14- Commemoratives 

ODD 16- Commemorative Panels 

DOD 18- Definitives (Ordinary 
Issues) 

ODD 19 ·Duck Stamps 

D D D 20 - Errors-Freaks-Oddities 

ODD 24- Express Mail (1983+) 

D D D 26 - Essays & Proofs 

D D D 28 • Officials 

ODD 29- Postage Dues 

ODD 30- Postal History 

SPECIALTY CODES · Categories 

D D D 32 - Postal Markings 

D D D 33 - Pre-Bureau Issues 

D D D 34 • Postal Stationery 

D D D 35 - Precancels 

D D D 36 • Printing Methods 

D D D 38 • Private Perforations 

DOD 40- Pr!vate (non-Bureau) 
Pnnt1ngs 

ODD 41 ·Parcel Post 

D D D 42 - Registry 

D D D 44 - Revenues 

D D D 46 - Savings Stamps 

D D D 48 - Souvenir Sheets 

ODD 49- Souvenir Pages 

D D D 50 - Souvenir Cards 

D D D 51 - Souvenir Programs 

D D D 52 - Special Delivery 

COLLECTING METHODS 

ODD 53- Special Handling 

D D D 54 - U.S. Administered Areas 

D D D 55 - Philatelic Literature 

D D D 60 - BUREAU ISSUES - All 

ODD 61- First (1894-1898) 

ODD 62- Second (1902-1908) 

ODD 63- Third (1909-1921) 

ODD 64- Fourt~ (1922-38) 

ODD 65- Fifth (Presidential) 

ODD 66- Sixth (Liberty) 

D D D 67 - Seventh (Patriotic Am.) 

ODD 68- Eighth (Americana) 

ODD 69- Ninth (Great Americans) 

D D D 70 -Transportation Coils 

DDDgg. __ 
DOD 

A - Blocks of 4 
B - Cancellations 
C - Covers 

F - Joint Line Pairs 
G - 19th Century 

L • Perfins 
M - Plate Blocks 

a - Shades 
R • Singles 

V - Unused 
W- Used 

D - First Day Covers 
E - Guidelines 

H • 1900-1949 
J - 1950 thru date 
K - Pairs 

HOW TO USE THIS CHART: 

N - Marginal Markings 
0 • Panes 
P - Pl. No. Singles 

S - Specimens 
T - Tagged 
U - Strips 

X - Varieties 
Y - Matched Sets 
Z - All Methods 

Use one or a combination of letters from the Collecting Methods in the boxes to the left of each Category you select. Please 
limit the total number of Categories to 5. If you wish to select a Category without specifying a Collecting Method, then ~ 
simply circle the Category number. 

EXAMPLES: ~ 
If you collect all U.S. issues in mint plate blocks after 1950, all 

mint singles, and all used blocks of 4, then enter to the left of 01: 

If you collect mint commemorative plate blocks and 
commemorative first day covers, then enter to the left of 14: 

If you collect Scott F1 on cover, then enter to the left of 42: 

GJBD 
QDD 

ENTER (ABOVE at No. 99) any specialties which may not be reflected in the chart. We will attempt to record your interest 
accordingly. 



AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

See reverse side for membership provisions and fee schedule 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

D Mr. D Mrs. D Ms. D Miss D Other ____________________ ___ 

Name ____________________ ~~--------------------~~~~--------------------~~--------------------
First Middle Initial Last 

Mailing Address 
Street or Box No. City State Zip 

Residence Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Phone (-~,..,.--- _________ -~~-J.---------
Home Olfice 

Occupation Employer 

Major Stamp Collecting Interests ---------------------------------------------------------------------

Other Philatelic Memberships --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Have you been an APS member previously? ___ No ___ Yes Previous APS No. ____________ _ 
Have you ever been expelled from, or denied admission to, any philatelic organization? ___ No __ Yes (attach details) 

Is another family member currently an APS member? __ No __ Yes 

His/Her APS No. Relationship to applicant -----------------------------
Occasionally, the Society releases its mailing list to philatelic endeavors deemed of value to the membership. Check the following 
box if you do not wish to receive such mailings and the Society will not release your address D 

REFERENCE INFORMATION 
APS membership is recognized worldwide. The reputation and integrity of the Society and membership therein has been built on the basis of requiring a minimum number of 
references tor each applicant. The name of a bank, another business or credit reference, and two character references are required. The character references should be individuals 
who have known you personally tor at least two years. If applicant is under 18, all references should be tor the parent or guardian, not the applicant. Urge your references to 
reply promptly to our inquiries so there will be no delay in processing your application. 

Please Supply Complete Mailing Address 

Name of bank Account No. 

Mailing Address City State Zip 

Business or credit reference Account No. 

Mailing Address City State Zip 

Character reference (Relatives not Accepted) 

Mailing Address City State Zip 

Character reference (Relatives not Accepted) 

Mailing Address City State Zip 

I hereby agree to the Philatelic Code of Ethics and agree to be bound by all rules and regulations of the Society, its charter, and bylaws. Enclosed with this application are the 
admission and membership fees for the balance of the year. Fifty percent of regular member dues is designated for magazine subscription. No deductions are permitted. 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT X ------------------------

Name of Proposer ...,-...,......,.,-----.,.--,-----'R:...:.:.ic=.:..h:.:a::.:r:...:d::....:J=-=-. ...:.N..:.a=z:.::a:.:r _________ _ 
Desirable, but not required 

R 
SEND TO: AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 8000, STATE COLLEGE, PA 16803 

APS No. _ ___:1c..:6;;..:7_:6=--1=--1-=-----



MEMBERSHIP PROVISIONS 
Regular Membership ... 
. . . is open to all persons of good character. The Society 
operates on a calendar year, and an applicant's initial 
membership fees are prorated on a quarterly basis. Notice 
of applications for membership is published in The American 
Philatelist, and consideration of applications is made 30 days 
after publication. A regular member under 21 is assigned 
a membership number prefixed with the letter "J" which 
will be dropped upon attaining legal age. 

Spouse and Youth Memberships 
A child under 18 and/or the spouse of a member, residing 
with the member, may apply for membership at a reduced 
rate. The annual dues for family members eligible for spouse 
or youth memberships do not include the portion of the an
nual dues allocated for a subscription to The American 
Philatelist, as they do not receive the magazine. 

The correct remittance to submit with a spouse or youth 
application is calculated by adding the $3 admission fee and 
one half the amount from the column headed "Membership 
Fee" in the fee schedule. A separate application for each 
spouse and youth applicant is required; however, references 
need not be submitted. Spouse and youth members are 

assigned individual membership numbers, spouses with an 
"S" prefix and youths with a "Y" prefix. 

Foreign Membership 
Any regular member maintaining an address not directly 
serviced by the U.S. Postal Service or an APO/FPO must 
pay a foreign member mailing surcharge of $6 per year, ex
cept members in Canada for whom the mailing surcharge 
is $3. Applicants should refer to the appropriate "Total to 
Remit" column in the membership fee schedule to deter
mine the correct amount to be submitted with an applica
tion. The Canadian and foreign surcharges are not ap
plicable to spouse and youth applicants, as they do not 
receive The American Philatelist. 

Life Membership 
An applicant over age 21 may apply for life membership 
upon payment of the life membership fee of $443 which in
cludes the $3 admission fee. The life membership fee for 
Canadian applicants is $503 and for other foreign applicants 
it is $563. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE SCHEDULE 
U.S. applicants should remit with their application an appropriate amount from the Total to Remit U.S. column. An appli
cant whose mailing address is outside the U.S. zip code delivery areas must pay Canadian or foreign member rates 
which include a surcharge to cover the additional costs to maintain these memberships. Fees are calculated so applicants 
do not pay for the quarter in which their applications are submitted. One half of the amount listed under Membership 
Fee is allocated to the Society's monthly journal, The American Philatelist. All fees are listed in U.S. dollar amounts. 

Application received by 
APS National Headquarters 

Admission Membership 
Fee Fee 

---- Total to Remit ----
U.S. Canada Foreign 

October, November, December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.00 $22.00 $25.00 $28.00 $31.00 
January, February, March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.00 $16.50 $19.50 $21.75 $24.00 ~· 
April, May, June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.00 $11.00 $14.00 $15.50 $17.00 
July, August, September . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.00 $ 5.50 $ 8.50 $ 9.25 $10.00 

PAYMENT METHOD 'llllilj 
Payable in U.S. or the equivalent Canadian dollars by international postal money order or by a check drawn on either a U.S. or a Canadian 
bank. If necessary, checks drawn on banks outside of North America (drawn in U.S. dollars or non-U.S. currency) must Include $18 U.S. per 
check to cover bank handling fees. Credit card payments are not accepted. ~: 

BOND FOR APPLICANTS UNDER 18 
If the applicant for membership is under 18, the follow
ing bond must be completed by a guarantor (parent or 
legal guardian). 

I hereby agree and bind myself to act as guarantor of 
applicant named on reverse side of this application and 
hold myself responsible for all debts to the Society of 
said applicant until applicant reaches legal age. 

Signature: _____________ _ 

Name: _______________ _ 

Address: 

Relation to applicant:-----------

FOR APS USE ONLY 

Received 

Published --------------

Admitted 

Remittance 

Admission Fee 

Dues 

In Adv. 

Total 

Refund 

$ ____ _ 

$3.00 

$ ____ _ 

$ ____ _ 

"'·· 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

Errata 

Although every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of the information presented in The 1995 Plate Number 

Coil Catalog, several errors were not noticed in time to correct them before the catalog was sent to the printer. 

Please make note of the following required changes. (The section-page number of the affected page appears 

before each correction.) 

Corrections for the 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

Page Correction 

xi The fifth sentence under "Pricing" should read, "Price estimates are based on an average of dealers' price lists and 
advertisements through September 1994, and were reviewed by a panel of the Plate Number Coil Study Group, but ail price 
estimates are the opinion of the editor." 

1-46 The dagger symbol (t) before the note below F29WH·8 should be replaced with an asterisk (*). 
The plate number for Plate 10 should read "191893-10." 

2-11 A PS9 showing a 5L tagging break on Paper Type I of T2-B should be $2.50 (not $3.50). 

2-34 A PS12 showing no tagging break on TS-1 should be $1.55 (not $1.10). 

2-35 A PS12 showing no tagging break on T5-2should be $1.55 (not $1.10). 

2-49 A PS8 showing a 4L tagging break on T5.2-5 should be $240.00 (not $200.00). 

3-8 The price estimate for the "Broken Yellow #1"variety of M10-A11112 is wrongly listed as 0.00. The price should read $14.00. 

3-14 The roil known sizes for M10-A1110101010 should read "Roils of 3,000 and 10,000". 

3-23 The impression total listed in the table for Yellow cylinder 174562-1 should read "320,000" (not 9,300). 

3-29 The second sentence of the text should read, "Although the stamp did not have an official first-day ceremony, 200 first-day 
programs were distributed by the Arlington, Virginia Post Office at the NAP EX stamp show." 

3-34 The impression total listed in the table for Yellow cylinder 175366-1 should read "142,3403" (not 545,340). 

The following note should be added to the table: ~his number was adjusted by the Plate Number Coil Study Group. The BEP 
reported 545,340 impressions for (Black) plate 175366-1." 

3-35 Roll sizes should be 100 and 3,000 (not 500 and 3,000). 

3-36 The last sentence in the center column should read, " Seam lines produced by the Optiforma press repeat at 25-stamp intervals, 
and seam lines produced on the D press repeat at 24-stamp intervals." 

3-38 Impressions for M25-1 cut should be 1 ,542,885** (not 3,085, 769). 
The following note should be added: "**This total was calculated using the BEP's report of 3,085,769 impressions for 486 
stamps per sheet." 

3-39 Impressions for M25-2 should be 1 ,522,356** (not 3,044, 712). 
The following note should be added: "**This total was calculated using the BEP's report of 3,044,712 impressions for 486 
stamps per sheet." 

3-40 The number of rows in Plate 3 (M25-3) is wrongly listed as 18 rows. It should read "20 rows." 

4-11 The ink colors for the Stamp Venturers version of the non-denominated "G" coil should be listed in the following order: Red, blue, 
gray, and black. 

Note: Minor typographical errors have been noted, but were not included in this list. 

December 22, 1994 E-1 



The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog 

Addendum 

Because of the time required to prepare and print The 1995 Plate Number Coil Catalog, we were not able to 

incorporate all of the most recent PNC discoveries within the main body of the catalog. This addendum is an 

attempt to provide up-to-date reports of cylinder combinations (plate numbers) found on the non-denominated 

"G" (32¢) contingency coil stamps, which were issued in December, and other new finds from late 1994. 

The following cylinder combinations have been reported for the non-denominated "G" coil stamps produced 

by the American Bank Note Company (ABN). Reported roll sizes are shown in parentheses following the 

cylinder combinations. Additional cylinder combinations are expected. 

0 A1111 (500) 0 A1433 (100) 0 A3314 (100) 0 A4427 (100) 

0 A1112 (500) 0 A2211 0 A3315 0 A5327 

0 A1211 (500) 0 A2212 (500) 0 A3323 (100) 0 A5417 (100) 

0 A1212 (500) 0 A2213 (100) 0 A3324 0 A5427 (100) 

0 A1222 0 A2214 (100) 0 A3433 (100) 

0 A1313 (100) 0 A3113 (100) 0 A3435 (100) 

0 A1324 (100) 0 A3114 0 A3436 (100) 

Non-denominated "G" coil stamps produced by Stamp Venturers have been reported with the following 

cylinder combinations. Reported roll sizes are shown in parentheses following the cylinder combinations. The 

rolls of 3,000 and 10,000 "G" stamps produced by Stamp Venturers are back numbered at 1 0-stamp intervals. 

0 81111 with rouletted perforations .......•........ (100) 

0 81111 with round-hole perforations .............. (500; 3000; and 1 0,000) 

0 82222 with rouletted perforations .................. (1 00) 

Non-denominated "G" coil stamps produced by the Burea~ of Engraving and Printing (BEP) have been 

reported from cylinder c:>ombination 2222 in rolls of 100 and 500 stamps. Additional cylinder combinations 

and roll sizes are expected. 

Coils of 5,004 self-adhesive "G" stamps produced by Avery have been reported with cylinder combination 

V11111. The cylinder combination repeats at 18-stamp intervals. 

In late November, collectors in California reported finding the 29¢ White House coil in rolls of 100 from sleeve 

number (plate number) 18. This PNC's catalog number is F29WH-18 and should be added to page 2-48. To 

date, 29¢ White House stamps from sleeve number 17 have not been reported. 

Also reported in November was the use of a new typeface to print the denominations on the horizontally

perforated BEP version of the variable-denomination coil. The new typeface was caused by the installation of 

new printers in the Eca-Gard PMC machines located in Michigan. The new variety exists on stock from the 

initial printing on surface phosphor paper with dull gum and the second printing on embedded phosphor paper 

with shiny gum. 

A-1 December 22, 1994 
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